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PREFACE. 


Tl/fc extraordinary duration of the Reign of Georg# 
-the Third, ihe longest in the annals of English history, and 
the extreme ifhportancc of its events, must attach a peculiar 
tjnterest to the present work. The progress of Britain ip 
Arts and Arms during this period— her political ascendency 
in the affLiirs of Europe — tlie splendid achievements of her 
heroes — afford just cause for patriotic exultalion. To the 
contemplative and inquiring mind, no subject of greater 
importance than a faithful and «curate history of this reign 
can present itself. Unswayed by party, knowing neither 
Whig nor Tory, but warmly attached to the Constitution, 
it will be our anxious aim to present the reader with an im- 
partial narrative, in which will be developed the wonderful 
resources of the British Empire; the immense increase of 
its foreign jiossessions ; the rapid progress of education and 
of great public works, both by national grants and private 
subscriptions, in the midst of a long and expensive war ; 
the great increase of cliaritable institutions, &c. &c. 

In arbitrary and despotic governments the temper and 
decision of tlie Sovereign are of vital importance, and 
although, under the British Constitution, a monarch can 
neither make nor unmake law^s, his natural influence— his 
station in society — his example — all conspire to render his 
sentiments and his conduct important to the nation. His 
late Jlajesty entertained an ardent love of constitutional 
Ireedom ; one of the first acts of his reign was the appoint- 
ment ol the Judges for lite, a measure whicli emanated from 
tlie King himself, and, certainly, a most essential one to the 
independence of the bencli. The suppression of general 
warrants was another important measure ^ ! this reign, and 
although some ol the restrictive acts passed during this 
long period can only be justified on the plea of necessity^ 
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mucli has been done for public liberty, much for religious 
liberty, and much for a race of men too long neglected and 
despised — our African brethren. If we had no other act to 
record, it would not fail to be held in perpetual remembrance, 
that in this reign the Negro Slave Trade was abolished by 
an Act of the British Legislature. 

In private life, the virtues of the late King would have 
reflected a lustre on any station. Elevated to a throne at 
the early age of twenty-two — surrounded with all the pomp, 
power and affluence which his heart could desire — he main- 
tained an uniform course of moderation and virtue. His 
morals were most exemplary, his piety most fervent, his 
temperance almost proverbial. He was a munificent patron 
of the Fine Arts ; in the encouragement of which he dis- 
played taste and judgment. The Society of Artists was 
incorporated by Royal Charter, in 1765; and the Royal 
Academy, which was subsequently founded, first gave our 
artists an acknowledged title to public respect. He had a 
fine ear for music, in which he. greatly delighted, and although 
not a great reader, he collected an excellent library. Of 
Ills talent, Bishop Watson, whose veracity is imdouhted, 
says, In all the conversations 1 had with him, he appeared 
to me nut to he at all deficient in quickness or intelligence.” 

Over his latter years it pleased the Almighty to throw a 
cloud, which necessarily obscured him from the public eye. 
As this deprived him of the pleasure of beholding the re- 
storation of universal peace, an event which would have 
been so grateful to bis mind, the affliction under which he 
laboured became a subject of additional regret ; but as it 
spared him the deep affliction of beholding the loss of her 
who had been, for half a century, his beloved partner— the 
companion of his leisure hours— the mother of his children — 
at a time when the disappointment of the nation’s hopes, in 
the early loss of the lamented Princess Charlotte, Would 
still have hung on his memory, we arc led to exclaim with 
the poet, “ Whatever is, is right,” 
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X HE accession of a native prince to the British 
th rone was hailed witli rapture, although the siultlen 
death of George the Second occurred at a moment 
singularly favonrahle to his popularity. All the spots 
and blemishes iu his chai acter seemed to A nnisli in the 
bla/e of glory whicli had been reflected on it by the 
late successes of his fleets and armies in every quarter 
of the globe. But these borrowed splendours coidd 
not long conceal the fatal effects of his partiality to 
his native dominions — a partiality to wliich nut only 
the blood and treasure, but the valour, the virtue, and 
public spirit of the British nation had been repeatedly 
sacrificed. The aggiamlisenient of Ins daibng elec- 
torate, and the support of all his schemes for pre- 
serving an imaginary balance between the continental 
powers, whatever might be the expense to England 
were the only conditions on w Inch any ministry could 
obtain his favour, or secure their own continuance in 
office. As none were admitted into his confidence but 
on these terms, so none were dismissed but from their 
inability to fulfil such engagements. Every change 
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of his servnnts was therefore a fresh wound inflicted 
on the real interests of this country, as it implied that 
some of its former and its ablest champions were 
bribed into the King’s measures by the gratifications 
of avarice, or the more fascinating allurements of 
ambition. The frequent shifting of power through 
such a variety of hands, and from motives so incon- 
sistent with liberal policy, was productive of another 
fevil: it scattered the seeds of disunion among all the 
great families of the kingdom, and prepared for tha 
suCceedinir Prince a series of struinrles with the in- 
triguesof party, and the turbulence of domestic factions, 
more vexatious than any combination of foreign ene- 
mies. 

George the Third, the son of Frederick, Prince of 
Wales, and of Augusta, Princess of Saxe Gotha, was 
born in Norfolk House, Leicester-square, ou the dth 
of June, 17as. Unfortunately for the young monarch, 
George the Second had always entertained a jealousy 
towards the Princess-dowager of Wales, in conse- 
quence of the opposition Avhich her laic liiisbarvd had 
manifested towards the measures of the government: 
thus the Heir-apparent was precliuled from frequent- 
ing the court, by wliicli means he m'us wholly unac- 
quainted with the sentiments and manners of those 
who composed his grandfather’s administration. On 
the death of liis father he Ava.s placed under the care 
of the Princess-dowager, who attended to his educa- 
tion with maternal solicitude, and which was always 
conducted in the most private manner. The neglect 
evinced towards the Heir-apparent and his mother, 
extending even to the Duke of Ciimberland and 
Princess Amelia, encouraged Lord Harcuurt, the go- 
vernor to the young Prince, and Dr. Hayter, Bishop 
of Norwich, his preceptor, to exert their iiifliieiice in 
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alienating the affections of their pupil from those who 
enjoyed the favour of his deceased parent ; and, hy 
their example and discourse, imparted, sentiments of 
disrespect even towards the Princess-dowager • for 
which, at a subsequent period, the Prince acknow- 
ledared his error, with honest contrition and suitable 
apologies. In consequence of these efforts, arising 
entirely from motives of ambition, a division arose 
among those to whom the instruction of the young 
Prince was confided; and a representation ivas made 
to the King, in 1752, that Mr. Stone, sub-governor 
to his grandson, was an improper person to be in- 
trusted with his education : he was accused of havinir, 
more than twenty years before that .time, drank tha 
Pretender’s health in public. The matter was referred 
by the King to the cabinet council, by whom Mr. 
Stone was ordered to defend himself ; and with him 
appeared Mr. Murray, afterwards Lord Mansfield, 
and Dr. Johnson, Bishop of Gloucester, wdio.se cha- 
racters had, in some mea.siire, been implicated in the 
charge. They all acquitted themselves in a manner 
perfectly satisfactory, and the Lords unanimously 
represented to the King, that there was no foundation 
for the charge. In consequence of this decision, Lord 
llarcourt and Dr. Hayter declared they ^vould resign 
unless Mr. Stone, Mr. Scott, and Mr. Cresset, Se- 
cretary to the Princess-dowager, were dismissed ; but 
the King heard their complaints with indift’ereiice, 
and accepted their profl'ered resignations ; when Lord 
Waldegrave was appointed governor, and the Bishop 
of Peterborough preceptor. 

The Prince received the instructions of his new 
preceptor ivith much satisfaction, ftnd great hopes 
were entertained of the advantage he would ilcrive 
from his tutor, every means being used to imbue h:s 



8 histohy of England. [17G0. 

mind with a just notion of the British constitution and 
jurispriuleiice. The Princess, with the view of in- 
stilling in the mind of her son the principles and prac- 
tice of religion, invited the learned and pious Dr. 
Stephen Hales into her family, and appointed him 
clerk of the closet. Her good intentions were greatly 
favoured by the disposition of the Prince, who was 
affectionate, gcwtle, and exempt from every appear- 
ance of vicious inclination. The dread which the 
Princess constantly entertained that his morals would 
he contaminated by the example of the young nobi- 
lity, prevented his mixing with them in familiar in- 
tercourse, and his acquaintance w^as almost confined 
to the social circle of Leicester House, which was 
select, cheerful, and unrestrained. 

No prince ever ascended the throne of Great Bri- 
tain under happier auspices than those which attended 
the elevation of George the Third ; yet no English 
prince was ever less known to the subjects whom Pro- 
vidence had decreed he should one dav nfovern. In- 
stead of making himself familiar to the eyes of the 
public, mingling with society, giving way to the 
ebullitions of youth, and sometimes countenancing the 
gayer follies of the age, in imitation of former princes 
destined to sway the sceptre of England, vvlio thus at 
once indulged their own passions and acquired popu- 
larity, he preserved the laws of temperance and de- 
corum inviolate; he restrained all the inordinate sallies 
of youth : sequestered from all participation in the 
measures of government, he lived within the bosom 
of retirement, surrounded by a few friends and de- 
pendants, to whom the virtues of his disposition were 
known. 

' The death of George the Second having been no- 
tified in form to the Heir-apparent, who was then at 
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Kew, he immediately repaired to Carlton House, to 
meet the Privy Council. As soon as the members had 
taken the customary oaths of fidelity to their new 
sovereig’n, he expressed his deep sense of the loss 
sustained by the nation, and of his own insufficiency 
to support, as he wished, the load which fell upon him 
at so critical and unexpected a juncture. But,” 
said he, animated by the tenderest affection for my 
native country, and dependint;* upon the advice, expe- 
rience, and abilities of your lordshipS, anil on the 
support of every honest man, 1 enter with cheerful- 
ness into this arduous situation, and shall make it the 
business of my life to promote in every thing- the 
glory and happiness of these kingdoms, to preserve and 
strengthen the constitution in both church and state ; 
and as I mount the throne in the midst of an expen- 
sive, but Just and necessary war, 1 shall endeavour to 
prosecute it in the manner the most likely to bring on 
an honourable and lasting peace, in concert with my 
all ies.’* This declaration was ordered to be made 
public, at the request of all the members presenl- 
They also witnessed two instruments of an oath re- 
lating to the security of the church of Scotland, 
which was taken and subscribed by his Majesty on 
this occasion, as the law required. 

]\ext morning his Majesty was proclaimed with 
the* usual solemnities ; and the following day, having 
added the Duke of York and the Earl of Bute to his 
Privy Council, he ordered the Parliament to be pro- 
rogued to the 18th of November. The Earl of Bute, 
who had been attached to his sovereign’s father from 
personal regard, felt an equal affection for the son, 
whom he may be said to have cultivated from his 
cradle. He concurred in forming his young mind to 
virtue ; in storing it with ideas and sentiments suit- 
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able to’ his birth and expectation ; in improving his 
taste, and directing his pursuit of knowledge. He 
was the constant compiiuion of his solitude, whom he 
honoured with his friendship ; the bosom counsellor, 
on whose judgment and fidelity he with the most per- 
fect confidence reposed. His Majesty, by proclama- 
tion, required all persons who were in office or au- 
thority of government at the decease of the late 
King, to proceed in the execution of their respective 
offices. Another proclamation was issued, for the 
encouragement of piety and virtue, and for prevent- 
ing and punishing vice, profaneness, and immorality. 

With tlie crown, the young monarch inherited a 
war, which he thought it his duty, to prosecute with 
vigour, until it could be terminated by a general peace, 
in which the honour and advantage of the nation 
might be equally consulted. It was therefore agreed, 
in an . extraordinary council assembled on purpose, 
that the armament at Portsmouth should proceed on 
the expedition for which it was originally intended ; 
but it was countermanded in the sequel. 

In the evening of the 10th day of November, tlie 
body of the late King was removed from Kensington 
to the apartment called the Prince’s Chamber, near 
the House of Peers, where it lay in state till next 
night, when it was interred, with great funeral pomp, 
in the royal vault, in the chapel of Henry the Se- 
venth, adjoining to Wc.stminster Abbey, the Duke of 
Cumberland appearing in the character of chief 
mourner. 

Addresses of condolence on the demise of the late 
King, and ot joy and congratulation on the accession 
of his graiulson, were presented from every quarter 
of the kingdom, and tlie great body of the people 
testified, by every demonstration, their supreme de- 
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light to see the throne at length filled by a prince who 
was born and bred among them ; — who was acquainted 
with their language and manners, with their laws 
and constitution and whose attachment, therefore, 
to Ills native land must .supersede every other consi- 
deration, and consequently exclude all idea of those 
predilections for Germany, which in the two preceding 
reigns had influenced the Cabinet Councils, and been 
productive of measures injurious to Great Britain. 

On the dviy to which the meeting of Parliament 
had been prorogued, the King went to the House 
of Peers, and opened the session with the following 

“ My Lords and Gentlemen, 

“ The just concern which 1 have felt in my own 
breast, on the sudden death of the late King, my royal 
grandfather, makes me not doubt but you must all 
have been deeply affected with so severe a loss. The 
present critical and difficult conjuncture has made this 
loss the more sensible, as he was the great support of 
that system, by which alone the liberties of FiUrope, 
and the weight and influence of these kingdoms, can 
be preserved, and gave life to measures conducive to 
those important ends, 

I need not tell you the addition of weight which 
immediately falls upon me, in being called to the go- 
vernment of this free and powerful country at such a 
time, and under such circumstances. My consolation 
is in the uprightness of my own intentions, your 
I'aitliful and united assistance, and the blessing of 
11 c;iVLn upon onr joint cnUeavonr.s, wliicli 1 devontly 
implore. 

“ Born anil educated in this country, i glory in 
THE NAME OF BRiTON ; and ihe peculiar happiness 
of my life will ever consi.st in promoting the welfare 
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of a people, whose loyalty and warm affection to.me 
I consider as the greatest and mo'st permanent seen- 
rity of my throne j and 1 doubt not but their steadi- 
ness in those principles will equal the firmness of my 
invariable resolution to adhere to and strengthen tiiis 
eTicellent constitution in church and state, and to 
maintain the toleration inviolable. The civil and re- 
ligious rights of my loving subjects are equally dear 
to me with the most valuable prerogatives of my 
crown ; and, as the surest foundation of the whole, 
and the best means to draw down the divine favour on 
my reign, it is my fixed purjiose to countenance and 
encourage the practice of true religion and virtue, 

“ I reflect with [deasure on the successes with 
which the British arms have been prospered this last 
summer. The total reduction of the vast province of 
Canada, with the city of Montreal, is of the must in- 
teresting consequence, and must be ns heavy a blow 
to my enemies, us it is a conquest glorious to us; the 
more glorious, because effected almost without effu- 
sion of blood, and with that humanity which marks 
an amiable part of the character of this nation. 

“ Our advantages gained in the Kast Indies have 
been signal, and inu.st greatly diminish the strength 
and trade of France in those |)arts, as well as procure 
the most solid benefits to the commerce and wealth of 
my subjects. 

“ In Germany, where the whole French force has 
been employed, the combined army, under the wise 
and able eoiuluct of my general, Frince Ferdinand 
of Brunswick, has not only stopped their progress, 
but has gamed ailvantages over them, notwithstand- 
ing their boasted superiority, and their not having 
hitherto come to a general engagement. 

" My good brother and ally, the King of Prussia, 



GEORGE THE THIRD. 


13 


1760.] 

altboiii;,li surrounded with nuinerou.s armies of ene- 
mies, Iras, with a magnanimity and perseverance 
almost beyond example, not only withstood their 
various attacks, but has obtained considerable vic- 
tories over them. 

“ Of thciie events I shall say no more at this time, 
because the nature of the war in those parts has kept 
the campaig-n there still depending. 

“ As my navy is the principal article of our natural 
strength, it gives me much satisfaction to receive it in 
such good condition; whilst the fleet of France is 
M'eakeued to such a degree, that the small remains of 
it have continued blocked up by my ships in their own 
ports ; at the same time the French trade is reduced 
to the lowest ebb ; and with joy of heart I see the 
commerce of my kingdoms, that great source of our 
riches, and fixed object of my never-failing care and 
protection, flourishing to an extent unknown in any 
former war. 

“ The valour and intrepidity of my officers and 
forces, both at sea and land, have been distinguished 
so much to the glory of this nation, tliat 1 should be 
wanting in justice to them, if I did not acknowledge 
it. Ihisisamerit which I shall constantly encou- 
rage and reward ; and I take this occasion to declare, 
that the zealous and useful service of the militia, in the 
])re.sent arduous conjuncture, is very acceptable to me. 

“ In this state 1 have found things at my accession 
to the throne of my ancestors; happy in viewing the 
prosperous part of it, happier still should f have been, 
had I found my kingdoms, whose true intere.st I have 
entirely at heart, in lull peace : but since the ambi- 
tion, injurious encroachments, and dangeroas designs 
of my enemies, rendered the w'ar both just and ne- 
cessary, and the generous overture, made last winter, 
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province of Canud-.i; an event of the greater import- 
ance, as it seemed to complete the object of the war, 
which was the humiliation of the French in that part 
of the world, where they had begun their unjust and 
daring encroachnients. It was no small addition to 
the glory resulting from this conquest, that it was 
effected by General Amherst’s judicious disposition 
of the forces under his cominaiul, without the neces- 
sity of striking a blow; and that the victorious troops 
behaved with the utmost humanity to the conquered, 
both Indians and French, though the one had perpe- 
trated, and the other had certainly connived at, the 
most horrid cruelties on the English prisoners. 

The advantages gained in the East Indies were as 
signal and decisive as those in America. The last 
dispatches from that quarter brought advice that the 
French, after having been defeated in every encoun- 
ter, ami driven from post to post, were at length 
reduced to the single fort of Pondicherry; and that 
this, their last hold, was so closely blocked up by sea 
and land as to leave little doubt of its speedy surren- 
der. Colonel Coo’te and bis bravo troops took pos- 
le.ssion of it on the I jth of January, 1761, and 
thereby secured to his country the unrivalled com- 
mand of the most extensive and profitable sphere of 
commerce in the world. 

Of the operations of the combined army in West- 
phalia, his IMiijest^^ spoke with g'reat delicacy and 
caution. The campaign there was still dejieiulimr, 
and a vigorous atteinjit was meditated against Gottin- 
gen, the boundary of the I'reiich progress into Han- 
over. The failure of this enterprise, nhich was as 
much owing to the lateness of the season and the 
heavy rains, as to the spirited efforts of the garrison 
determined Prince Ferdinand to retire into winter 
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quarters, about the mitldle of December, with the 
satisfaction, at least, of having' checked the career of 
an enemy, wliose great superiority of numbers had 
been deemed irresistible. 

The magnauiniily and perseverance of the King of 
Prussia, the inexhaustible resources of his genius in 
the most dangerous and difficult situations, and his 
recent victory over the grand Austrian army at Tor- 
gau, afforded much more specious subjects of pane- 
gyric. Ilis courage and conduct, particularly on 
this I'dst occasion, were indeed astonishing. With 
oidy 50,000 men, he routed an army of 80,000, un- 
der an able and experienced commander, and in a 
seemingly impregnable camp. This single blow 
counterbalanced all the losses he had sustained during 
the whole campaign. It made him once more master 
of all Saxony, except Dresden ; and enabled him to 
canton and recruit his troops in that electorate, instead 
of being obliged to quarter them in his own wasted 
domiiiinns. The shock of it seemed also to be felt in 
every other hostile quarter. Laudohn abruptly raised 
the bl ock'iule of Cassel, and evacuated Silesia. The 
Jtii.s.siuns abandoned tlie siege of Colberg in Eastern 
ruinerania, and fell back into Poland; Avhile the 
Swedes were driven Avitli great los.s out of Western 
Punieraiiia, and forced to take refunre under the can- 
non of Strahlsund. Sonic stress was therefore very 
naturally laid on these victories in a speech, one ob- 
ject of which was to secure the concurrence of Par- 
liament in supporting so brave an ally. 

11 is Majesty’s reniark.s on the naval power and 
flourishing commerce of England, contrasted with 
the ruin of both in France, gave, as it were, the 
finishing touches to this picture of the state in whicli 
VOL. J. C 
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he found things at his accession to the throne. The 
French fleets had not recovered from the terrible 
blows given them by Boscawen and Hawke in the 
year 1755). Their small remains continued from that 
time blocked up in their own ports, not daring to re- 
new the unequal contest, and incapable of affording 
the least protection to their maritime trade. "T'he 
squadrons of Great Britain, on the contrary, rode tri- 
umphant in every sea ; and her commerce, being ex- 
posed to very little annoyance, was carried on with 
uncommon spirit and success. 

George the Third could not immediately adopt new 
measures, without passing a direct censure on the 
conduct of his predecessor, as well as on the counseU 
of the very men whom he still continued in office. 
The dignity of the crown and the honour of the pub- 
lic faith seemed also in some degree pledged to sup- 
port the German confederacy, after the important 
steps that had been taken in conjunction with those 
allies, and the encouragement given them to perse- 
vere in their arduous struggles, From these motives, 
therefore, his Majesty was induced to renew, in the 
pre.sence of his Parliament, the declaration before 
made to his council, that he was resolved to continue 
the war with the former vigour. 

The Commons immediately proceeded with libe- 
rality and dispatch to provide for all the possible 
exigencies of the state. They immediately esta- 
blished a Committee of Supply, which was continued 
to the 6th of March ; and in pursuance of the reports 
and resolutions of that committee, the Commons 
voted a variety of sums for the service of the ensuing 
year, auiounting in the whole to 19,616,1 19/. 15), y. 5)ff/. 
A detail of all the different purposes for which the 
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several sums were specifically granted, would be 
dioiis and useless ; but a few of them appear deserving 
of particular notice. 

On the 25th of November, the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer acquainted the House, that his Majesty 
“ was pleased to signify his consent, that Avhenever 
the House should enter upon the consideration of 
making provision for the support of his household, 
and the honour and dignity of his crown, such dis- 
position might he made of liis Majesty’s interest in 
the hereditary revenues of the crown, as might best 
conduce to the utility and satisfaction of the public.’ 
In consequence of this message the House came to a 
resolution next day, that the said Jiereditary revenues 
be carried to, and made part of the aggregate fund ; 
and that, in lieu thereof, there should be granted to 
his Majesty such a revenue as should amount to the 
clear yearly sum of 800,000/. to commence from the 
demise of his late Majesty. This resolution was 
equally beneficial to the crown and satisfactory 
to the public at large; fur although the funds appro- 
priated to the payment of the civil list revenue 
ought to have produced a great deal more, yet it 
a])pearc-<l by the accounts laid before the House, 
that the receipts of his late Majesty, during the 
thirty-three years of his reign, had constantly fallen 
short of that sum. The proposed supplies, therefore, 
were in reality withheld, or diminished by the frauds 
of the collectors. But hy the above plan the income 
of the crown became certain, and the people were 
relieved from the most grievous of all taxes, that of 
embezzlement. After providing by various grants 
for the maintenance of the British forces and seamen 
employed at home and abroad, the Commons pro- 
ceeded, according to their promise, to enable his 

c 2 
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Majesty to give the most effectual support to his 
German allies. 

No part of this contribution was voted with more 
cheerfulness than the .subsidy to Pru.ssia. The news 
of the battle of Torgau had reached England just 
before the meeting of Parliament ; and the circum- 
stantial account and confirmation of that splendid 
victory, with which Baron Coceij, the Ring of Prus- 
sia’s aid-de-camp, arrived a few days after, did not 
fail to operate very powerfully in his master’s favour. 
The annual treaty between the courts was renewed 
on the 12th of December; aiul, on the 2-'3cl of the 
same month, the Commons ag^recd to the resolution 
of the Committee of Supply, to enable his Majesty 
to make g-ootl his engagements with the Kin^ of 
Prussia. The popularity of these proceedings, how- 
ever, did not shield them from the censure of some 
very able political writers at that time. They re- 
presented the money given to the King of Prussia in 
the odious light of a tribute, as not being calculated 
to secure his aid, but to purchase his forbearance. 
They asserted, that, by the very terms of the bar- 
gain, he did not oblige liiinself to yield any specific 
assistance, but merely promised, on his pL.i’t, to 
employ the said sum in maintaining and augmenting 
his forces, which were to act in the manner the most 
advantageous to the common cause, and the most 
conducive to the end proposed by their Majesties, of 
reciprocal defence and niutuat security.” What, 
said they, has he done in return for the immense 
sums already received from this country ? He has 
invaded, seized, and oppressed a Protestant electo- 
rate : he has lighted up a civil war in Germany, 
which is still ted with the ravages of the finest pro- 
vinces, and with the lives of numberless thousands 
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of hi.s own subjects, as well as those of other states ; 
he has involved Great Britain in a quarrel with the 
head and diet of the empire, and tempted her to 
employ her chief strength in the most ruinous strug^ 
gles on the continent, instead of exerting it in enter- 
prises at sea, that proper sphere of action, in which 
she has always been crowned with equal advantage 
and glory : he has compelled the Queen of Hungary 
to unite with France, and, by ceding Nieuport and 
Ostend to that encroaching power, given up in a 
great measure the advantages of the barrier treaty, 
which England gained at a prodigious expense of 
blood and treasure. There was a great deal of truth 
in these remarks, though too much embittered by 
the violence of party spirit. Whether they made 
any impression or not, it is certain that the first 
favourable opportunity was embraced to loosen the 
ties of so impolitic and expensive a connexion. 

1761.] Tlie grant of 300,000?. voted by the Com- 
mons on the 20th of January, to enable his Majesty 
to give a proper compensaljon to the provinces in 
North America for the expenses incurred by them in 
the levying, clothing, and pay of their troops, though 
not more popular than the King of Prussia’s subsidy, 
was certainly much more unexceptionable. The 
states had acted with the utmost vigour and dispatch 
in the raising and equipment of those troops; and 
tlie troops themselves, particularly the Virginians, 
had displayed uncommon firmness and courage in 
several perilous situations ; and had, upon every 
occasioh that offered, co-operated with the forces of 
the mother country in the most hearty and effectual 
manner. It is true, they were fighting in defence of 
their own lands and property ; but tbosc lands were 
part of the dominions of Great Britain, and she was 
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almost as deeply interested in the preservation of that 
property ns its immediate possessors. 

The national militia, which had of late years been 
formed and trained to perfect discipline, was now 
become an ol)ject of the first importance. Its ser- 
Tices were graciously acknowledged in the Ring’s 
speech ; and the Committee of Supply took care, 
among their earliest resolutions in November, to allot 
sufficient sums to defray the incidental expenses of 
the newly established force for the year 1761, But 
the attention of Parliament to the proper support of 
those natural defenders of the country could not 
every where reconcile the populace to all the neces- 
sary regulations of so valuable an establishment. As 
the militia in the northern counties had already serv- 
ed the term of three years, prescribed by law, it 
became requisite to ballot for a succession of men ; 
and the deiiuty-licutenants and justices of the peace, 
for the county of Norlhuniberland, accordingly met 
at Hexham on the Dth of ftlarch fur tliat purpose. 
The rominon ])e()|)le being determined to oppose the 
measure, which they uow looked upon as an insup- 
portable grievance, tbongb they bad been very cla- 
morous fur it but a few years before, assembled to 
the number of 5000, of both sexes, and of all ages, 
some of them armed with bludgeons, and others with 
pikes and fire-locks. The justices, apprehensive of 
some such disorder, had procured a battalion of the 
Yorkshire militia for their guard, and these were 
drawm up in the market-place. The public crier had 
also been sent about the town to desire the inhabi- 
tants to keep within doors, and to declare that in 
case of any riot or commotion, the militia should 
immediately proceed to extremities. The mob, rein- 
forced by a large body of pitmen from the collieries. 
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ridiculed the menace^ saying-, that there were forty 
of them to one soldier, and that, if the militia dared 
to fire, they would not leave a man of them alive. 
Such desperate audacity on one side, and the firm 
resolution of the magistrates on the other, afforded 
an alarming presage of what was likely to happen. 
About twelve o’clock the fury of the populace began 
to manifest itself : they seemed resolved to force their 
M’ay through the guard to the moot-hall, where the 
maci.strates were sitting : thS militia for some time 
endured their insults, and even their blows, with asto- 
nishing coolness and temper: the riot-act was read, 
and the people were exhorted to retire to their 
respective habitations. But, instead of complying 
with this advice, they became more untractablc. 
Encouraged by the forbearance of the militia, which 
they ascribed to fear, they assaulted the troops aa 
they stood in order of battle, and shot an ensign and 
two privates dead. The militia thus exasperated, 
poured in upon them a regular discharge, by which 
forty-five of the populace were killed upon the spot, 
and 300 wounded. The survivors immediately be- 
took themselves to flight ; hundreds ran into the 
river: and several of the wounded dropped down in 
their retreat. The most lamentable part of this dis- 
aster was a circumstance which too often attends 
such scenes of violence : some luifortmiatc women 
and children, drawn thither by curiosity, or the more 
laudable motive of persuading their husbands or 
parents to retire, were confounded with the mob, 
and fell victims to the undistingni.shing vengeance of 
the day. A party of light horse, which was directly 
ordered to Hexham by Lord Ligonier, and the exer- 
tions of the neighbouring gentry, prevented any far- 
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ther mischief. One of the ringleaders was tried and 
executed for an example. 

One of the articles fixed upon by the Committee 
of Ways and Means, for raising the supplies, seemed 
to threaten a more dangerous commotion in the capi- 
tal, than that which the renewal of the militia had 
excited in a distant county. The interest of a loan 
of ]2,OOO,O00L was to be paid by an additional duty 
of three shillings per barrel on all strong beer or ale, 
the .sinking fund bein^a collateral security. This 
tax, in addition to the former duties of excise on beer, 
excited a great outcry among the low'er classes of 
people. Menacing letters were sent to the supposed 
advisers of the duty ; the streets resounded with the 
noise of vulgar discontent •, and expressions of dis- 
respect for the young Sovereign were loudly uttered 
at the theatres, even in his presence, although the 
measure had been determined upon before his acccs* 
sion to the throne. When the l)rewers began to 
raise the price of their lirpior, some of the publicans 
in London and Westinin.ster resolved to demand one 
halfpenny extraordinary for every quart of porter; 
but ns the latter did not act in concert, those houses 
in which the experiment wa.s tried were immediately 
deserted by their customers. Several months elapsed 
before this matter could be gradually brought about; 
nor was it effected at last without much disturbance. 
Both brewers and publicans were with difficulty 
protected from the threats of the populace. 

Petitions in favour of confined debtors had of 
late been presented to the House. The hopes of the 
applicants were greatly encouraged by the aci.efision 
and character of the new Sovereign, an accession to 
the throne being generally distinguished by acts of 
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grMc. They had also, at this juncture, other claims 
to the consideration of the legislature; all the prisons 
in the kingdom were crowded, and many thousands 
of valuable subjects lost to society, at a time when 
the people were thinned by a consuming war, and 
when several manufactures w^re standing still for 
want of workmen. The Commons were not inat- 
tentive to remonstrances so well supported by huma- 
nity and policy. A bill soon passed into an act for 
the relief of such unfortunate captives, and contain- 
ing a clause framed with a view to perpetual, but 
well regulated indulgence. By it, any creditor 
might compel a prisoner, chargeil in execution, to 
appear at the quarter- sessions with the copy of his 
detainer, and to deliver upon oath a just schedule of 
his estate. After producing and subscribing the 
schedule, he was to be discharged ; but, if be refused 
to do so, or concealed to the value of 20?. he was to 
suffer as a felon. This clause seemed likely to be 
productive of the best effects: while it re-uiiitcd to 
the community many members, of whose industry it 
would otherwise have been deprived, and guarded 
the personal liberty of honest, but unfortunate men, 
Irom cruel or capricious shackles, it was designed 
to operate as a penal check on persons of a different 
description, who might be inclined to continue in 
prison, and to spend their substance there, rather 
than give u[) their property for the satisfaction of 
their credilors. But the laudable intentions of the 
legislature were defeated, and its clemency abused 
by (rand and collusion. Great numbers of people in 
all stations of life seized this opportunity^ of disen- 
cumbering themselves of their debts. They prevailed 
on some friend or relation first to throw them into 
prison, and then to act the part of compelling credi- 
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tor; an artifice, by which the gaols were filled with 
a constant succession of voluntary captives, and many 
persons were ruined by this new species of knavery. 
The alarm, in consequence, was so great, and per- 
sonal credit, which is the very life of trade, received 
such a shock, that the Couimon Council of London 
instructed their representatives in the new Parliament 
to use their best endeavours to procure the repeal of 
the compulsive clause, as a manifest grievance to the 
public. 

}n the beginning of March the King proposed a 
step for securing the independency of the judges, 
which was j,ustly admired as an eminent proof of his 
Majesty’s candour, moderation, and public spirit. 
Having gone to the House of Lords to give his assent 
to some bills then ready, he commanded the attend- 
ance of the Commons, and explained his purpose in 
the following manner : 

“ My Lords and Gentlemen, 

“ Upon granting new commissions to the judge.s, 
the present state of their offices fell naturally under 
consideration. 

“ 111 consequence of the act passed in the reign of 
iny late gloriouspredccessor. King- William the Third, 
for settling the succession of the croM-n in my family, 
their commissions have been made during their good 
behaviour; but, notwithstanding that wise provision, 
their offices have determined upon the demise of the 
crown, or at the expiration of six months afterwards, 
in every instance of that nature which has happened. 

" I look upon the independency and uprightness of 
the judges of the land, as essential to the impartial 
administration of justice ; as one of the best securi- 
ties to the rights and liberties of niy loving subjects; 
and as most conducive to the honour of my crown ; 
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and I come now to recommend this interesting* object 
to the consideration of Parliament, in order that such 
farther provision may be made for securing- the judges 
in the enjoyment of their offices, during their good 
behaviour, notwithstanding any such demise, as shall 
be most expedient. 

“ Gentlemen of the House of Commons, 

I must desire of you, in particular, that I may be 
enabled to grant, and establish upon the judges, such 
salaries as I shall think proper, so as to be absolutely 
secured to them during the continuance of their com- 
missions. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

“ I have nothing to add, but my thanks for the 
great unanimity and application with which you have 
hitherto carried on the public business ; and to desire 
you to proceed with the same good disposition, and 
with such dispatch, that this session may soon be 
brought to a happy conclusion.*’ 

This speech was received with the applause due to 
such a declaration. Three addresses of thanks were 
almost immediately resolved upon, and presented to 
bis Majesty next day, March the 4th ; one from the 
Lords ■ a second from the Judges, avS the immediate 
objects of his gracious regard ; and a third from the 
Commons, to whom he had more particularly address- 
ed himself. These proceedings were converted into 
so many resolutions of the House, on the 5th of March, 
and became the basis of a law, by which the inde- 
pendency of the bench was secured. Mr. Onslow, 
who had filled the Speaker's chair with ability for 
more than thirty-three years, declared his intention 
to retire, and a pension of 30001 . for his own life and 
that of his son, was awarded as a mark of respect for 
his long and eminent services. 

D 2 
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The term appointed by law fov the expiration of 
the Parliament being now arrived, and all the bills 
having received the royal sanction, the King closed 
the session on the 19th of March with a speech to both 
Houses, expressive of his entire satisfaction in their 
proceedings. 

As the French had obtained signal advantages over 
the allies in the last campaign. Prince Ferdinand 
determined to open the ensuing very early, convinced 
that the enemy were little qualified f(»r a winter cam- 
paign in Grermany : lie therefore resolved to strike 
the first blow; and having, on the 9th of February, 
assembled his forces at three dificrent places of ren- 
dezvous with all possible secresy, he comnuinicated 
his designs to his generals next day, and immediately 
began to carry them into execution. Py his sudden, 
extensive, and vigorous attack, the French were 
thrown into the utmost consternation! They retreat- 
ed, or rather fled, on every side ; and there is great 
reason to suppose that, if they had been quartered in 
an open country, their army would have been totally 
destroyed. But, happily for them, they had very 
sufficient means of securing their retreat; and Fritz- 
lar was the first place on which the hereditary Prince 
ma,de an attack, with only a few battalions and mus'- 
quetry, having been informed that he might easily 
surprise it. But he was deceived in his intelligence : 
he found the garrison prepared and resolute : after 
an assault, therefore, conducted with his usual 
spirit, he was obliged to draw off with no inconsider- 
able loss. Marpnrg, .another of the French garrisons, 
was attempted in the same manner, and with no better 
success, by a brave Hanoverian officer, who lost his 
life in the enterprise. These two severe checks at the 
outset of their operations did not discourage the 
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allies, but ttuig'lit them to proceed with more caution. 
Cannon and mortars, which the hereditary Prince had 
before neglected, were brought before Fritzlar, and 
soon obliged it to surrender. A large magazine was 
found there. Some forts and ca.stles in the neigh- 
bourhood were also reduced by the Marquis of Granby. 
The victoi'ious troops then continued their progress, 
the French gradually abandoning po.st after post, till 
they were nearly driven to the bank.s of the Maine. 
In their retreat they set fire to their magazines; but 
the allies pursued with such rapidity, that they saved 
five capital stores, one of which contained no less 
than 80,000 sacks of meal, 50,000 sacks of oats, and 
1,000,000 rations of hay, a very small part of which 
had been destroyed. These acquisitions were of the 
utmost advantage ; and it was almost impossible that 
the troops could otherwise have been supplied with 
subsistence, and the horse with provender, in such a 
season, and at so great a distance from their original 
quarters. 

The siege of Casscl in particular attracted the 
notice of Prince Ferdinand, and required hi.s utmost 
vigilance. His Royal Highness knew very well, if 
that garrison could be taken, Gottingen, and the 
inferior place.s, must iuevitaldy fall into his hands, 
which would be of much greater importance than the 
most brilliant v ictory in the field. Nothing, of course, 
was left undone which could accelerate and .secure 
that conquest; trenche.s were opened outlie 1st of 
March, and .every effort of vigour and judgment called 
lorth in an enterprise, on the succc.ss of which the 
whole fortune of the campaign depended. In the 
mean time, General Sporken, and the troops under 
his command, who had taken their route to the left, 
on tlic side of Saxony, advanced will) an intrepidity 
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. equal to the rest of the allied forces. Having' been 
joined by a corps of the Prussians, they attacked the 
Saxons in one of their strongest posts on the Unstrut, 
and totally defeated them. A great number were 
killed in the action, five entire battalions were made 
prisoners, and several pieces of cannon were taken, 
besides a large mag'dzine, which the routed enemy 
had not time to destroy. This blow was well fol- 
lowed : one body of the combined army pushed on 
to Eisemach and Gotha, whilst another, by forced 
marches, got forward to Fulda : the French gave way 
on their right, and the army of the empire on the 
left, abandoning a very large track of country to their 
pursuers. Such was the flattering posture of affairs 
when the King was about to put an end to the session 
of Parliament. But this extraordinary course of 
prosperity was not of long continuancer The allies 
were obliged to undertake too many enterprises at the 
same time, and these too arduous for the number of 
which their army consisted. Tho siege of Cassel 
gave full employment to a considerable divi.sion of 
their forces : another party, and that no small one, 
was occupied in the blockade of Ziengenhayn ; Ge- 
neral Sporken had 11,000 men engaged in the im- 
portant services before described, to the eastward of 
the Fulda; and the hereditary Prince, with his de- 
tachment, was advanced in front of the cantonments 
of the main body, to watch the motions, and oppose 
any sudden attempt of Marshal Broglio; who, as soon 
as he had collected all his forces, advanced without 
delay. The troops under the hereditary Prince were 
attacked by the dragoons of the enemy, whose charge 
was so impetuous as instantly to break the whole foot, 
consisting of nine regiments, Hanoverians, Hessians, 
and Brunswickers ; 2,000 prisoners, and several trd- 
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phies of victory, fell into the hands of the French, 
though very few were killed or wounded on either 
side. This blow was decisive. The allies could no 
longer think of maintaining* their ground. They 
broke up the blockade of Ziengenhayn ; raised the 
siege of Cassel, after twenty-seven clays open trenches; 
and evacuated the whole country of Hesse, retiring 
behind the Dymel, and falling back nearly to the 
ejuarters they possessed before this undertaking. But 
notwithstanding the failure of their expedition in 
other respects, they accomplished one important pur- 
pose in the destruction or seizure of so many of the 
principal magazines of the enemy ; by which the 
French were disabled from taking the field till the 
end of June, however eager they might be to im- 
prove their advantages, or to avail themselves any 
farther of the superiority of their numbers. 

As it was in the moment of the most astonishing 
success that the King of Great Britain took notice of 
the operations of the allied army, ho shewed great 
wisdom in adding, that the only use he proposed io 
make of such victories, and of the important acqui- 
sitions gained in various parts- of the world, was to 
secure and promote the welfare of his kingdoms, and 
to procure to them the blessings of peace on safe and 
honourable conditions.’’ This well-timed declaration 
of his sentiments, with respect to the proper end of 
the war, led his Majesty to he equally explicit on 
another point, which hud an admirable eft'ect aL the 
conclusion of his speech. Firm,” said he, “ in 
these resolutions, I do, with entire confidence, rely 
on the good dispositions of my faithful subjects in the 
choice of their representatives ; and I make no doubt 
but they will thereby demonstrate the sincerity of 
those assurances, which have been so cordially and 
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universally given me, in the loyal, affectionate, and 
unanimous addresses of my people.” It was impos- 
sible for liis Majesty to express in more delicate terms 
Ins firm purpose not to intermeddle with the freedom 
of election, but *to leave his subjects in the full and 
unbiassed exercise of their own discernment. He 
told his ministers that, “ as his whole ambition was 
to render the nation fiuurisJiing and happy, he would 
trustenlirely to the loyalty of his people, not doubting 
that their afi’ection would sufficiently strengthen the 
hands of his government.” With such patriotic sen- 
timents the King took his farewell of the Parliament, 
which M'as immediately dissolved, and writs were 
issued for the election of new members. 

The liberal supplies granted by 'Parliament for the 
ensuing campaign on the continent, and. for the 
vigorous prosecution of the war in general, asto- 
nished all Europe, and made the courts of Vienna 
and Versailles sensible of the necessity of propo^mg 
terms of peace. They had slighted some overtures 
made by the Kings of blngland and Prussia in the 
close of the year 1760 : but the posture of -affairs n 
that time reiidei-Ld it very evident that those offe^ 
were dictated by a wish to keep up the shew of mode- 
ration ill the III iglit of prosperity, and to reconcile 
the subjects of the former sovereign to what must then, 
appear -a necessary continuance of the war, rather 
than by a hope thaithe adverse parties would pay any 
serious regard to such proposals. As the advantages 
were almost wholly on the siile of Great Brit-ain, 
France could not then cxi>€ct very favourable terms 
for herself or her allies. She therefore looked forward 
to the issue of another campaign in Germany, to’ 
counterbalance her losses elsewhere, and topl^ce her, 
nt least, on a footing of honourable equality. In this, 
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iMjwever, she met with some disappointment. The 
success of the war proved so fluctuating, even where 
all her hopes lay, and where her utmost streng^th was 
exerted, that she at length began, apparently, to desire 
peace in earnest. The other members of the grand 
alliance could not oppose these dispositions on the 
part of France, as she was not only the prime mover, 
but the chief supporter of their hostile confederacy. 
The court of Sweden, in particular, was given to 
undei'stand that the diminished resources of France 
put it out of her power to furnish any longer the sti- 
pulated subsidies. In consequence of these and other 
hints on the uncertainty of being, at any future period, 
ill a better condition to treat than at present, the five 
parties to the war on that side made as many pacific 
declarations, which w'ere signed at Paris on the 2Utli 
of March, and delivered at London on the 31st of the 
same month. The counter xleclaration of Great Bri- 
tain and Pru.ssia, expressing their cheerful acceptance 
of the offer, appeared on tlie 3d of April ; and Augs- 
burg, an independent city in the eirclo of Snabia, 

) fas fixed upon as the most convenient jdaco for the 
ro|)osed Congress. Lord Egremont, Ijord Stor- 
lont, at that time andiassador in Polaml, and General 
Yorke, who acted in the same capacity at the Hague, 
were nominated as the English plenipotentiaries : the 
Count de Choiseul was appointed on the part of 
France. Augsbin-g now became the centre of atten- 
tion to all Europe j and each court prepared every 
thing towards this important meeting which it could 
furnish of splendour for the display of its dignity, 
and of ability for tlie support of its interest. The 
thoughts and conversation of men were for a while 
diverted from scenes of horror, blgodshcd, and pillage ; 
and every mind was more agreeably employed on the 
VOL. 1. E 
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public shews of magnificence, and the private game 
of policy, in which so many contending powers were 
brought into the closest and most eager competition, 
111 order to lessen the intricacy of their future prO'* 
ceedings, it was unanimously agreed, in the first place, 
that none should be admitted to the Congress but the 
parties principally concerned, and their allies. But 
although this exclusion of the neutral states tended 
greatly to disembarrass and simplify the treaty, yet 
such 'was the variety of separate and independent 
matters which still remained to be discussed, that it 
became advisable to make a further separation, with 
a view to an easier and .more speedy adjustment of 
their respective concerns. For this purpose, it was 
necessary to reduce the causes of the different quarrels 
in so complicated a war to their first principles, and 
to disengage the several interests which originally, 
and in their own nature, had no connexion, from 
that mass, in which mutual injuries, and a common 
animosity, had blended and confounded tliem. The 
court of France therefore proposed to settle the Ame- 
rican dispute bv a distinct negociation at London and 
Paris, previously to the discussion of the German 
ufiaits at Augsburg. Nothing could afford a stronger 
proof of the sincerity of her intentions : for it was 
very certain that, if matters could be satisfactorily 
accommodated between her and Great Britain, and 
if they both should carry to tlie general Congress the 
same candour and good faith, their influence must 
necessarily tend to inspire sentiments of moderation 
into the rest, and must contribute largely to accelerate 
the great work of pacification. 

Things were thus set upon the best footing possible, 
and tlic negociation seemed to be in the happiest train 
that could be wished. Ministers were mutually sent 
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from both courts 3 Mr. Stanley on the part of Eng- 
land ; and Mr. Bussy on that of Prance. The former 
embarked for Calais on the 24th of May ; and the 
latter arrived in London on the Slst of the same 
month. But, unfortunately, the plan and disposition 
of the treaty were much more easily adjusted than the 
matter and the substance of it 3 and it is also very 
probable that the secret intrigues, or private views of 
both parties, did not perfectly correspond with their 
public professions. 

Mr. Pitt, one of the British secretaries of state, 
whose talents and popularity had enabled him, for the 
last three years, to give the law in the Council, not- 
withstanding the greatness of liis mind, and the dignity 
of his sentiments in many othet^ respects, was too 
much actuated by an illiberal contempt and a most 
inveterate hatred of the French. But, as he could 
not absolutely reject iheir fair proposal of a treaty, 
his grand aim was to renew the quarrel on such 
grounds as might flatter the pride of his countrymen, 
and reconcile them to the prosecution of expensive 
measures, against which they now began to revolt. 
The posture of affairs was singularly favourable to his 
wishes. England had been every where victorious 
except in Germany 3 and he knew thal the people, 
elated by a series of conquests, would not approve of 
much condescension to an enemy, whom they consi- 
dered as lying at their mercy. But it was evident 
that, without a sacrifice of some of tlie objects on 
which they had set their hearts, it would he impos- 
sible to procure any satisfactory terms for their allies, 
whose affairs were almost ruined in the struggle, 
and who had, on that account, a stronger claim to 
the generous attachment of Great Britain. Here, 
therefore, Mr. Pitt foresaw that he could fix the bar 
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of honour, which was to impede, and finally break off 
the treaty, if no other pretence occurred in the course 
of the negociatiou. 

France, on her part, was equally sensible that she 
could not expect a peace without some mortifying 
concessions. The moment her particular concerns 
came to be separated from the general cause, she had 
every disadvantage in the treaty, because .she had suf- 
fered almost every disaster in the war. The langra- 
viate of Hes.se, the county of Haiiau, and the town pf 
Gottingen, were the only acqui.sitions which she had 
to balance her immense losses throughout the rest of 
the globe. A comparative view of these objects, and 
a just apprehension of the imperious dictates of Great 
Britain, did not allow her to rest all her hopes so fully 
on the attainment of peace, as not to look out for 
some other resource j and this precaution, however 
prudent and ju.stifiable, made the rest of her proceed- 
ings less effective and less sincere. She had rea.son 
to suppose that the Spaniards could not behold with 
indifference the principal branch of the house of Bour- 
bon humbled and .stripped of its American posse.ssions ; 
because such an event would, in a manner, leave their 
own colonics at the mercy of England, when the only- 
power, in that part of the world, which wa.s capable of 
affording them any immediate protection or a.ssistance, 
should be annihilated. The late king of Spain, Fer- 
dinand the Sixth, had, indeed, refused to interfere in 
those disputes ; but his .successor, Charles the Third, 
was more likely to take the alarm attlie farther pi ogre.s.s 
of the ICnglish j and it was also probable that every 
sacrifice or cession of American territory, which might 
be exacted from l'’ranre in the course of the treaty, 
would prove a fresh incentive to the suspicions and 
jealousies of the Spanish monarch. Thus the cabineC 
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ef Versailles had a double game to play, in support- 
ing at London the appearance of the most earnest 
desire of peace, and exerting at Madrid all the secret 
springs of political intrigue to continue, and spread 
still wider, the calamities pf war. 

Such was the odd mixture of hostile and pacific 
sentiments, of seeming candour and diK k design, with 
which both parties entered upon the negociation. 
The first proposal of the French minister was, ‘‘ that 
the two crowns shall remain in possession of what 
they have conquered one from the other:’' and as 
France had assuredly been the greatest loser, so un- 
expected an offer on her part appeared, to every dis- 
passionate and unprejudiced member of the British 
cabinet, an instance of singular moderation, if not 
liumility: but Mr. Titt, who directed all things, did 
not treat it with that attention which its apparent 
fairness deserved. He barely acquiesced in the gene- 
rnl principle, while he took care to render that acqui- 
escence nugatory by his opposition to another article 
with which it was necessarily connected. As the war 
still continued, and might therefore make a daily 
alleration in the fortune of the contraetiiig poivcj's, 
the French minister had |)ropo.sed, “ that the situation, 
in which they shall stand at certain periods, shall be 
the position to serve as a basis for the treaty that is 
to be concluded hetvveeii them.’* lie named, for this 
pur|>ose, the 1st of May in Europe, the 1st of July 
in Africa and the West Indies, and the 1st of ►Sep- 
tember in the East Indies ; observing, at the same 
time, that a.s those periods might seem too oeai- or too 
distant for the interests of Great Britain, the court of 
Versailles was extremely willing to enter into an ex- 
plajiution on that subject. 

Mr. Pitt’s answer was, that his Britannic Majesty 



indicated a pacific disposition, “ That if not those, 
already named, at least some fixed periods, during" the 
war, ought to be agreed upon] as the uti possidetis, or 
mutoal retainii'ig of possessions, could not reasonably 
have reference only to the signing of the treaty of 
peace.” The validity of this assertion was almost 
indisputable : for, if the contrary principle should be 
admitted, it would become difficult to know, or even 
to guess at, the value of the possessions that might be 
lost or gained in the interval, and which, of course, 
must be mutually given away by such an article. It 
was farther observed in the French memorial, that if 
these difficulties occurred in the simplicity of a pos- 
sessory article, they must be increased tenfold upon 
every other, and would come to such a height, as to 
preclude all possibility of negociation on things of so 
intricate a nature as exchanges and equivalents. This 
dispute occasioned some delay, and afforded the 
French ministry, if they had been so disposed, a spe- 
cious pretext for breaking off the negociaiion. 

In the mean time hostilities were every where 
carried on, as if no such negociation subsisted. In 
the F.ast Indies very little remained to be achieved, 
after the reduction of Pondicherry, and some other 
advantages which were gained about the same time. 
The day before Colonel Coote took possession of that 
fortress, the Mogul army was defeated by Major Car- 
nac in the neighbourhood of Guya. This contest was 
chiefly brought about by the intrigues of some French 
officers, and particularly of one Mr. Law, a nephew 
to the famous projector. He had made himself useful 
to Sha Zaddah, a son of the late Mogul, in support* 
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ing the young prince’s hereditary and in re- 

ducing to his obedience several provinces of tlie empire. 
Law then persuaxled him to turn his arms against 
Bengal, the possession of which would iindonhtedly 
contribute more than all the rest to establish him on 
his father’s throne. He accordingly entered that 
province at the head of 80,000 Indians, and some- 
what more than 200 Frenchmen, whom T/aw had col- 
lected in his train. The support of the latter was 
more prejudicial to his title in the eyes of the English 
than any other ol)jcction ; and as they w ere become 
the arbiters of crowns in the east, they joined the 
snbali of Bengal to oppose Sha Zaddah's progress. 
About 20,000 blacks, 2,500 seajioys, and 500 English 
soldiers marched against him ; and, notwithstanding 
the great inferiority of their numbers, they obtained 
a decisive victory. All the artillery of the enemy was 
taken, with part of their haggage and several Frencli 
ufticers, amongst whom vvasIVIr. Law, their principal 
commander. The Mogul prince surrendered at dis- 
cretion to the snbah, who treated him with extraor- 
dinary respect. But the hopes of the French in 
BL iigal were completely blasted ; nor was forlmie 
more favourable to them on the coast of Malabar. 
They still had a garrison at Millie, wliicli, tliough of 
little consuipicnce as a trading port, they had fortified 
at a vast expense, and mounted the works with above 
200 pieces of cannon, lint it did not long hold out 
against the well-directed efforts of a body of forces 
from Bombay under Hector Munro, to whom Mr. 
Lonet, thiC commander of the fort, snrrcndert d it, w ith 
all its dependencies, in the beginning of February. 
Count d'Estaigne w^as the only French adventurer in 
the east, who had ett'ected any thing which might be 
placed in the opposite scale to tliose successes of the 
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Eng^Iish. The Count, however, did not gain so much 
repiitalinn by these exploits, as he incurred disgrace 
from having engaged in them, contrary to the most 
sacred laws of arms; for he was at the very time a 
prisoner upon parole. On the coast of Africa there 
were still fcuer objects to excite any particular vigi- 
fcince, or exertion. England had become mistress of 
all the French forts and factories on the river Senegal, 
and had also taken the island of Goree, valuable on 
account of its harbour, and in a convenient situation, 
being within cannon shot of Cape Verd. She, there- 
fore, had nothing ^nore to do in that quarter than to 
preserve her former acquisitions. The town of Goree 
was consumed by fire ; but an attempt made by two 
French snows on James Fort, in the mouth of the 
river Gambia, was defeated : one of the snows lan 
ou sli )rc; and the other, after sustaining some damage, 
was f orced to sheer off. 

l^]vt r since the taking of Guadaloupe, and the re- 
duction of Caniula, the spirit of enterprise had been 
suffered to languisli there, for want of reinforcements 
from home. Nothing was attempted by land, except 
the quelling of the Cherokees, a very numerous and 
powerful Indian nation, who, alike regardless of past 
treaties and of past chastisement, had begun to renew 
ibeir barbarous ravages on the frontiers of South Ca- 
rolina. liieutenant Colonel Grant was sent against 
them at the head of *2,000 men, with orders to desolate 
iluir coiinirv by fire and sword, as no other method 
than that of tlic most terrible retalialion was likely to 
prove efi'cctnal. He setoff from Fort rriiice George 
in the beginning of July, and was attacked on his 
inarch, a few days after, by a body of Indians, who 
fired for some time with great vivacity, but witliont 
making any impression, and theu disappeared. Tlu^ 
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was the only effort they made to oppose his progress, 
though the country was deemed almost impenetrable, 
had it been well defended. He reduced to ashes fif- 
teen of their towns, besides little villag-esand separate 
huts; destroyed all their plantations, their corn, beans, 
])eas, (See. to the extent of 1, 100 acres ; and drove about 
jjOOO of the inhabitants into the woods and mountains, 
where they had no alternative l)iit to starve, or sue for 
peace. A deputation of their chiefs waited upon the 
colonel, to implore his mercy, and to propose terms. 
Tliese l^e forwarded to the lieutenant-governor at 
Charlestown, who gave his assent to a new treaty, 
though with less confidence in the good faith of the 
savages, than in the impressions of the vengeance 
indicted on them for their former perfidy. 

The Jamaica and Leeward island srpiadrons did 
not remain idle ; but they were inadequate to any 
grand expedition. JL'ar-admiral Holmes, who had 
the command on the former station, planned .some 
cruises with judgment and success. The squadron off 
the I iff ward islands, under the direction of Commo- 
dore Sir James Douglas, was not less alert in scouring 
tlu^st; seas of the Martiuico privateers; and had also 
the merit of assisting in the conquest of Dominica, 
one of the islands called m'niral, but which the French 
liad f 01 lificd and settled. A small body of troops, 
r (unmandLal by liord Hollo, saili cl from the road of 
Basseterre, on his Maj(‘sty’s birth-day, under the 
I scen t of the commodore, with four ships of the line 
.Nul some frigates. The second day, about noon, they 

arrived within a l^gue of Roseau : and two officers 
® ... * 
were sent on shore, with a manifesto directed to the 

iuhabitant.s. An as.sault wa.s resolved upon, and con-' 

iluctcd with siirpri.sing skill and intrepidity. The 

Freiudi conia^andant, and some other officers, were 

vor. I. 
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taken at their head-quarters ; and next day the inha- 
bitants crowded from all parts of the island to sur- 
render their arms, and to take the oaths of alleg’iance 
to his Britannic Majesty. 

It will now be proper to describe the events of the 
campaig’ii in Europe, to which quarter the minister 
certainly confined his views at lliat time, as well as 
the employment of the chief streng^th and resources 
of his country. 

Althou/rb the great purpose of the early and stre- 
nuous efforts made by Prince Ferdinand wasnotlully 
answered, it nevertheless produced a very consider- 
able and useful eft’ect. The destrurtion of the French 
magazines re tarded theii* operationsin such a manner, 
that the gi eatest part of June was spent, before their 
armies found themselves in a condition to act. 

The first blow was struck by Marsha! Broglio, who 
obtained some advantages over the allies on the first 
onset ' but the latter, soon recovering their spirit, 
att{icked, and greatly annoyed the enemy, which made 
ihein resolve on a general action. Prince Ferdinand 
made the necessary dispositions, vind the Marquis of 
Granby was appointed to an important command. 
The French were under the command of Marshal 
Broglio, aided by the Prince of Soubise. A severe 
fire was continued for upwards of five lioiirs, before 
the least effect could be perceived on either side; but 
the allies, at lengtli, obtained the victory, and Mar- 
shal Broglio was obliged to relinquish his designs 
upon Hanover. The season being now far advanced, 
the respective armies marched intJiwinter quarters. 

The issue of tlie campaign in Westphalia proved 
veVy disastrous to the King of Prussia, who was under 
the necessity of acting upon the defensive, by the 
alarming progress of the Russians and Austrians no 
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several parts of’his dominions. The Russians spread 
themselves over ail the open country of Silesia, ex- 
acted heavy contributions, and a party of tliem bejau 
to cannonade Breslaw, while tlie Austrian General 
Laiulohn made some nuinceuvres which indicated a 
design on Srlnveidnitz 3 but his attempts were haliled 
by the sajjacioiis Fi ederick, who remained immoveable 
in his post, which protected i^chw'eidnitz ; and, with 
regard to the h)wer part> of Sih sia, he had already 
filli d the foitrcs^e.s there with siii h garrisons aa put 
them out of the reach of any sudden msidt. 

The King of Prussia w'as not erpially free from 
alarm at tlie danger of Colherg", the key of his northern 
possessions ; and tliong'h he had full employment for 
all his forces nearer liome, he resolved to staid a larg-e 
detachment, under General Platen, to the ri lief of that 
valuable city. 'I'he fertility of his genius proposed 
two ends from this single expedieiiL IJe ordered 
Platen to direct his march through l^)land, and to de- 
stroy the Russian inag-aziiies, which had l?een amassed 
on the frontiers of thjt kinn^doin, and from wliieli their 
army in Silesia drew' their whole subsistence. This 
service mig^lit, he hoped, be performed wilhout any 
considerable interruption to the progri ss of tlio de- 
tarhmeiit towards Culberg-, 'The e\ eiit was so far 
answerable to his wislies. Geniaal Pl.iLeii mined 
three priiici|)al magaziius of the eminy, aUacked a 
great cuii\oy of their waggons, oOl) of which he de- 
stroyed, and having killed ur mach^ prisoners the 
greater part of lOOO men, who defeinled tliciii, he 
jnirsncd his march with the iilmost ililigence into 
Pomerania. The news of this blow struck the Riis- 
siaiis ill Silesia with consternation : they immediately 
relinquished all the objects of their junction with the 
Austrians ; their main body repas.sed the OJer, and 
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practicable on the 7th of June. Then St. Croix, 
havingc no prospect of relief, and being apprehensive 
of a general assault, thought it prudent to capitulate. 

The taking of Belleisle, which was celebrated with 
bonfires, illuminations, and every expression of tu- 
multuous joy, contributed greatly to elate the spirit 
of the English populace, and was no small mortifi- 
cation to France. But the expedition having failed 
in its ultimate aim, which was to oblige the French 
to weaken their army in Westphalia, in order to 
defend their own coasts, and by that means to enable 
Prince Ferdinand to strike some decisive blow, and 
the island itself, which i.s, literally speaking, a barren 
rock, being found to have no harbours for ships of 
force, the chief circumstance that could make it 
valuable to Great Britain, the possession of it was 
thought, by many, dearly purchased with the lives of 
2,000 brave men, besides an immense expenditure of 
naval and military stores. Mr. Pitt’s friends repre- 
sented Belleisle 4ts a place of great importance, from 
its position, while they- highly and justly extolled the 
valour of the troops they euiployed in reducing it. 
Yet, ns tliis exploit had not produced the smallest 
diversion in favour of the allied army on the continent, 
and as no other enterprise was planned from which 
any material advantage could be expected during the 
summer, Mr. Pitt was disposed to name certain pe- 
riods to which the reciprocal holding of posse-ssions 
should refer, and the negociation with France was 
resumed. 

The epochs named by the Briti.sh mini.ster were, 
the 1st of August for Europe, th,e 1st of September 
for Africa and America, and the 1st of November 
for the East Indies. To these epochs France agreed, 
though reluctantly, on acconnt their nearness, ns at 
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this juncture she wished and hoped to make some 
acquisitions in Westphalia before the close of the 
campaign, wlfich mig'ht at least counterbalance the 
loss ofr Belleisle. She also agreed that everything 
settled between the two crowns, relative to their 
particular disputes, should be finally conclusive and 
obligatory, independent of the proceedings of the 
Congress 10 be held at Augsburg - and she farther' 
agreed, that the definitive treaty of peace betweca 
the two kingdoms, or preliminary articles to that 
purpose, should be signed and ratified before the 1st 
of August, France even gave up the point of honour, 
and frankly made an oflFer of vvliat places she was 
willing, to cede and exchange. Her first proposals 
came through the medium of Mr. Stanley ; and after 
some difficulties had been removed, and a few claims 
relinquished, Mr. Bussy delivered, on the 23d of 
July, a memorial in form, containing a regular 
digest of the sacrifices acquiesced in, and the com- 
pensations required by the French ministry. They 
|)n)posed to cede and guaranty all Canada to Fng- 
knul, and to ascertain the boundaries of that pro- 
vince and Louisiana in sncli a manner as to preclude 
all possibility of any future dispute on the subject. 
They only stipulated that the free and puldic cx( r- 
cise of the Roman Catholic religion slionld be per- 
mitted there, and that such of the old Friaicb colonist s 
as chose to retire, might have leaye to take away, or 
dispose of their effects, and might be suppliccl by the 
English government with the means of conveyance 
on the most reasonable terms. In return for this, 
they required a confirmation of their former |>ii- 
vilege of fishing'on the coast of Newfoundland, with 
the restitution of Cape Breton, as some harbour was 
necessary for carrying on that fishery to advantage ; 
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but excluding tliemselves from erecting any kind of 
fortification. They offered to exchange Minorca for 
Guadaloupe and Marigalante ; and that, with respect 
to the neutral islands in the West Indies, two of them, 
namely Dominica and St. Vincent, were to be held 
by the native inhabitants, the Caribbees, while 
France occupied St. Lucia, and England took pos- 
’session of Tobago. In the East Indies they had no 
equivalent to offer for the recovery of the English 
acquisitions there; but they expatiated much on the 
disadvantages which must arise, to the companies of 
the two nations, from their entertaining views of con- 
quest, so contrary to the true spirit and real interests 
of these trading establishments ; and they corft;luded 
their remarks on this head, by proposing thtt treaty 
of 17oo, between the Sieur Godeheu and Governor 
Saunders, us a basis for the re-establisliment of the 
peace in Asia. On the side of Africa, they required 
the settlement at Senegal, or the Isle of Goi'ee, to 
be given up by Enghmd ; for which, together with 
the restoration of Belleisle, they consented to eva- 
cuate Gottingen, Hesse, and Hunan ; but these 
ctacnations were to be preceded by a cessation of 
hostilities between the two crowns, and a positive 
engagement that their armies in’ Germany should 
observe an exact neutrality, nut affording the least 
assistance, nor giving the least offence to the allies 
of either party. 

So far the advances of the French ministry had a 
very plausible appearance : but they strictly adhered, 
in their memorial, to two points, which had been 
already the cause of much dispute M'ilh the nego- 
ciators at both courts. The one fVas an .absolute 
refusal on the part of France to give up Wesel and 
Gueld res, wJiich she had conquered from the King 
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of Prussia, in the name of the Empress-Queen, >vhose 
consent to a separate peace between France and 
Eng’land had been only obtained under two condi- 
tions, first, that the Empress should keep possession 
of the countries belonging to the King- of Prussia, 
and, secondly, that England should not afford him 
any succour. The other article was a demand, very 
strongly urged, for having all the captures restored 
which had been made by England previous to the 
declaration of war. The arguments for and against 
this claim may be summed up in a few words. It was 
.said, on the one hand, that the practice of declaring 
war had been established by the law of nations, to 
make .Subjects acquainted with the quarrels of their 
sovereigns, and to give them a fair warning to take 
care of their persons andelfects; that without such 
notice, all trade and intercourse between different 
states would become extremely hazardous, and every 
individual must be in fear and danger the moment he 
passed the confines of his country; that, in the late 
instance, the merchants of France, reposing them- 
Nrlves on the faith of treaties, and ignorant of the 
fads or circumstances which led to a rupture between 
the two kingdoms, had lieen plundered, without the 
least regard to equity or honour; and that even sup- 
posing any improper encrciachments to have been 
made on the hack of the English colonies in America, 
the aggression ought first to be complained of, and a 
reparation of the injury peremptorily insisted upon, 
as nothing but an absolute denial of rt dress, and a 
public appeal to the sword, could justify the com- 
mencement of hostilities. To this it was replied, 
that when a nation is insidiously robbed of her right, 
she has a natural claim to instant retaliation ; that a 
faithleis assassin is not entitled by any law to the 
VOL. II. G 
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furm^lilies of a clialleng'e; and that the alarming .< 
steps taken by the French in America to gain ground 
on the English colonics, and the preparations making 
at home to send out vast bodies of troops to support 
and extend such encroachments, amidst the most 
solemn assurances of amicable intention, neither 
deserved a return of candour, nor allowed time for a 
scrupulous regard to the usual punctilios. 

On whatever side the scale of reason and justice 
may be thought to incline in this controversy, the 
British minister seemed inflexible in his refusal to 
restore the disputed captures, while he was no less 
-absolute in deinandiiiir the evacuation of Wesel and 
Gueldrcs. lie was also averse to the proposed ground 
of pacifroation in the East Indies, as well as to the 
giving up of the island of Cape Breton in America, 
and of Senegal or Goree on the coast of Africa ; nor 
would he agree to a neutrality in regard to Germany, 
lie treated such an intimation with disd-ain, as an 
insult to the lioiioiir of his country. But, besides these 
contentious |u)ints, a new circumstance occurred, 
agitinst which Mr. Pitt's opposition was directed with 
still more inflexible resolution. 

At the time of presenting the above memorial to 
the court of liondon, Mr. Bossy delivered a private 
paper, signiiying the desire of his most Christian 
iVIajesly, that, in order to establish the peace upon 
.solid foundations, not to be shaken by the contested 
intei'csls of a third power, the King of Spain might 
l)e invited to guaranty the treaty between the two 
crowns ; and farther propo.sing, with tlie consent and 
communication of his Catholic Majesty, that three 
subjects of dispute which subsisted between England 
and .Sj)ain, and which might produce a new war in 
Europe and America, should be finally settled in this 
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ne^ociation ; namely, the restoration of some ships 
taken in the course of the present war under Spanish 
colours ; the liberty claimed by the Spanish nation to 
hsh on the banks of Newfoundland ; and the demo- 
lition of certain settlements made, contrary to treaty, 
by the English logwood-cutters in the bay of Hon- 
duras. Mr. Pitt expressed his surprise and indigna- 
tion at an humbled enemy’s undertaking to settle 
differences between declared friends; he called upon 
the Spanish ambassador to disavow the step which 
had been said to be taken with the knowledire of his 
court ; lie returned, as wholly inadmissible, the offen- 
sive paper, declaringr that it would be looked upon as 
an iitt'ront to the dig'iiity of his nivuster, and incompa- 
tible with the sincerity of the negociation on the part 
of France, to make any farther mention of such a 
circumstance ; and he prepared, without delay, a very 
animated reply to the other proposals of the French 
ininistry. In this answer, bearing' date the 29th of 
July, all the before-recited objections were urged with 
great warmth. 

The views of the different parties began now gra- 
dually to unfold themselves; but the impetuosity of 
Mr. Pitt’s character gave the French ministry a con- 
siderable advantage over him. They seemed totally 
unaffected by his imperious tone ; they digested every 
inortitication in silence ; they made an apology for 
having proposed a discussion of the points in di.spute 
with Spain; and, in reply to the English secretary’s 
last dictates, as well as in the private instructions sent 
with it to Mr. Bussy, in the beginning of August, 
they appeared willing to make farther sacrifices for 
the re-establishment of peace. Whether they really 
hoped to accomplish that object, or not, by these new 
concessions, their conduct was politic. At least, it 
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ensured the succeKs of their iatrig’nes at the court of 
Madrid, where the haughty language of the Sritish 
minister could not faiUto give disgust, while the in- 
cre^ing humiliations of the French monarchy excited 
alarm. The famous family compact was the 
consequence. By this treaty, which was signed on 
the I5th of Augu.st, the several branches, of the house 
of Bourbon were intwined in the closest union and 
France derived, from her mi.sfortunes and disgrace, an 
advantage which she could not have expected from 
the most successful issue of the war. Spain now en- 
gaged to assist her with as much zeal and vigour as if 
the two kingdoms had been incorporated, and to 
admit her subjects to all the privileges of natives. 
The two Sicilies and the duchy of Parma were united 
in the .same bonds of mutual guarantee of dominions 
and community of interests. It was stipulated, that 
a wnr declared against either power sha|l be regarded 
as personal by the other; and when they' happen to 
be both engaged in war against the same enemy, they 
will wage it Jointly with their whole forces, and 
concert together all their political as well as military 
plans of operation : they will not listen to, nor make 
any proposals of peace, to their common enemies, but 
by mutual consent ; being resolved, in peace and war, 
each mutually to consider the interests of the allied 
crown as its own, to compensate their respective losses 
and advantages, and to act us if the two monarchies 
formed only one and the same power. 

Strong motives of policy, chiefly arising from the 
danger to which Spain would have been at that ino- 
iiient exposed by an immediate rupture with England, 
made the contracting parties use every endeavour, for 
some time, to keep their late alliance a profound 
•ecret. The negociatiou between the courta of Loudon 
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and Versailles was therefore .still carried on with 
seeming sincerity ; but the eagerness of the latter 
to terminate the war must have been greatly abated 
by an a.ssurance of support fi'oin a power untouched 
in iLs resources of men, money, anti stores. It may 
also be fairly presnnied, that Mr. Pitt's aversion to a 
peace was not lessened, but greatly inrreased, by his 
well-founded suspicions of the private correspondence 
between France and Spain, lie did not wi.sh, how- 
ever, to put an end to the treaty, till he could furnish 
himself w'ith sufficient proofs of the engagements 
w'liich the two branches of the house of Bourbon had 
entered into against Great Britain, a.<! he thought 
such proofs would be the beat justification of his own 
conduct. 

The final rc.solutions of the British cabinet were 
iransniitted to Versailles in the latter end of August, 
and the reply of the French ministry was delivered to 
Mr. Pitt on the l^th of September. From these 
papers it appears, that the most interesting objects of 
concern were settled, or in a fair way of adjustment, 
and that mere points of honour were made the pretext 
for keeping Europe involved in the calamities of war. 
The cession of Canada was agreed to in the most 
extensive form ; and though some difficulty remained 
concerning the bounds of Louisiana, it was too trifling 
to obstruct the progre.ss or conclusion of the treaty. 
The African contest seemed to have been attended 
with still less difficulty. The French consented to 
give up both Senegal and Goree, provided Anamahou 
and A era were guarantied to them ; ami they very 
plausibly urged their compliance in this respect as a 
demonstration of their readineas to embrace every 
tempenuneut tending to reconcile the two nations. 
The momeDtom i|ue8lioo of tiie fishery wu likewise 
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jealousy and debate hud also arisen ; and there was 
no reason to appreheiid that other powers would be 
tempted to eni^ag-e iu the quarrel, and to throw off 
the veil, of neutrality, under which they had hitherto 
concealed their secret attachments. Thus all the 
seemini' advances tov>ards peace operated like oil 
poured upon the fire of contention, which, instead of 
extinguisliing it, served to spread the flame wider, 
and to make it burn with greater rapidity. 


CHAPTER II. 

After so lonj continued n view of operations in 
the field, and of intrigues in the cabinet, it will be 
wme relief to the mind to contemplate a few events 
of a mure tranquil and domestic nature, which hap- 
peiicd^iduring the same period. For almost twelve 
months few changes were made in any of the great 
offices of state. Lord Henley, afterwards created 
Earl of Northing-ton, who had distinguished himself 
nt the bar by his talents and integrity, and had for 
some time acted as keeper of the great seal, was 
continued in the same important trust, 'but with the 
higher title of lord chancellor. The Earl of Holder, 
nesse, secretary of state for the northern department, 
having retired from public business, was succeeded 
by the Earl of Bute. The Earl of Hallifax was 
removed from the Board of Trade to be lord lieute- 
nant of Ireland ; and some other removals or promo- 
tions from one department of administration to another 
took place, but not a single dismission, except that of 
Mr. Legge, in whose room Iiord Barrington was 
appointed chancellor of the exchequer. 
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But his Majesty’s coudiict in another affair df very 
great monjent afforded still juster cause of general 
satisfaction. This was his choice of a cunsort, whose 
endearments might sweeten the cares hf royalty, and 
whose virtues should make his private happiness 
coincide with the happiness of his people. The tirst 
circumstance that directed his attention to the Princess 
Charlotte, of Mecklenburg Strelit/., was a letter, 
forcibly depicting the horrors of war, which her 
Serene lligliness had writtru to the King of Prussia, 
on his entering her cousin's territories, and wliii li ihat 
monarch liad sent over to George the Second, as a 
miraele of good sense and patriotism in so young a 
princess. The King privately employed some persons, 
ill whom he could confide, to ascertain the report of 
her amiable qualihcatioiis ; and having received the 
fullest satisfaction on that head, he resolv ed to make a 
formal demand of lier in marriage. On the Kth nf 
■Inly, he lu^de the following declaration of Ins senti- 
ments at a very full meeting of the meiiibers of the 
Prwy Council : — 

Having nothing so much at heart as to procure 
the welfare and happiness of my people, and to render 
the same stable and permanent to postin ity, I have, 
ever since iiiy accession to tlie throne, turned my 
thoughts towarils the choice of a princess for my 
consort; and I now, with great satisfaction, acrpiaint 
you, that after the fullest iiiforniatiun, mid mature 
deliberation, 1 am come to a resulutioii to demand in 
marriage the Princess Charlotte of Mecklenburg 
Strelilz, — a princess distinguished by every eminent 
virtue and amiable endowment, whose illuHtrious line 
has constantly shewn the firmest zeal for the Pro- 
Instant religion, and a particular attachment to my 
family. 

VOL. 1. 
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I' have judged proper to communicate to you 
these my intentions, in order that you may be fully 
apprised of a matter so highly important to me, and 
to my kingdoms, and which, I persuade myself, will 
be most acceptable to all my loving subjects.” 

This declaration was so agreeable to the council, 
that they unanimously requested it might be made 
public. Proper steps were then taken for the accom- 
pUshment of his Majesty’s wi.shes. The Earl of 
Harcourt was fixed upon to go out as ambassador 
plenipotentiary, to make the demand of her Serene 
Highness; the Duchesses of Ancaster and Hamilton, 
and the Countess of Eflingham, were appointed ladies 
of the bed-chamber, to take care of her person ; and 
the Carolina yacht, being now ‘named the Charlotte, 
was got in readiness to convey her to England, under 
convoy of a squadron commanded by Lord Anson. 
The fleet put to sea on the 8th of August ; and on 
the 14th, Lord Harcourt, and the other lords and 
ladies sent on this embassy, arrived at Strelitz. When 
the ceremony of demanding her Highness in marruige 
to the King of Great Britain, and also of signing the 
contract, was performed, the Princess set out with 
her suite on the I7lh of August, and arrived at Stade 
on the 2‘2d. The following day .she embarked at 
Cuxhaven, on board the yacht, and, after a tedious 
voyage ot ten day.s, landed at Harwich, from whence 
sho was conducted by an escort ol cavalry to London, 
and at St. James’s wa.s received by the Duke of York, 
who conducted her into the (lalace, where she dined 
with his Majesty, the Princess-dowager, and the rest 
of the royal family. At nine o’clock in the evening 
the nuptial ceremony was performed by the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury, in the royal chapel, which had 
been niaguiflcently decorated fur the purpose. Besides 



GEORO£ THE THIRD. 


50 


1701.] 

the roynl family, all the g^reat officers of state, the 
foreign ministers, and a considerable number of the 
nobility, were present at the service, the conclusion of 
which was announced to the people by the discharge 
of, the artillery in the Park, and at the Tower. The 
cities of London and Westminster were illuminated 
in honour of the auspicious event. The levee next 
day, to compliment their Majesties, was the most 
numerous and brilliant that had ever been seen in this 
country ; addresses of felicitation poured in from all 
parts of the British dominions; and the whole king- 
dom, as well as the court, exhibited, for some time, 
nothing but scenes of splendour and festivity. 

Soon after the royal wedding, another ceremony 
took place, which afforded yet greater room for the 
display of loyalty and magnificence. A proclamation 
lead been issued in July, appointing the 22d of Sep- 
tember for the King's coronation ; and a similar 
notice was noyv |)ublislicd in the Gazette, declaring it 
to be Ills Majesty's intention that the Queen should be 
crowued at the same lime. A commission bad also 
passed the great seal, constituting a court to decide 
llie pretensions of siu h people as laid claim to different 
ollices and privileges upon that occasion. These 
were not mere matters of ceremony, as the tenures 
of sundry manors, and the enjoyment of certain rights 
and inheritances, depended on the performance of 
particular services at the coronation. Westminster- 
hall was pre|)ared for the banquet, by removing the 
courts of judicature, and erecting galleries for the 
accommodation of spectators. On the appointed 
day, their Majesties took their scuts at the upper end 
of the hall, when the four swords and spears were 
presented according to form, and laid upon the table 
before the King. The bible and the regalia were 
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next broiig^ht from the Abbey by the dean and pre- 
bendaries ] and, after beiii^ laid before their M .ijesties, 
\rere delivered, by the King^’s command, to the lords 
entitled to be the bearers of tliem. The procession 
was a most g^raiid and diversified spectacle, and such 
a concourse of spectators had never before been 
assembled on any similar occasion. 

'I’he king's and riueens of Great Britain bein:j 
always entertained at Guildhall in tlie year of the 
coronation, extraordinary preparations were made for 
the reception of their Majesties, who, with a great 
number of the nobility, honoured the banquet, in the 
midst of the warmest expressions of loyalty and 
attachment. 

The bright effusions of national joy, to which the 
King’s marriage and coronation had given such a 
scope, were now, for a little time, checked and 
obscured by sohie rising clouds in the political hemis- 
phere, of the progress and effects of which it will be 
necessary to give a particular account. Mr. Pitt’s 
views in the course of tlie treaty with ranee, and his 
indignant re jection of the memorial concerning Spain, 
have been already iiotieed. It was farther observed, 
that he then called upon the Spanish amhassador to 
disavow that irregular proeodiii e. His excellency at 
first cxpLiiiK'd hliuscir verbally oy the subject, and 
was soon alter uulhori/ed by his euml lo drlivei* to 
the Kngli.sli secretary a written answer, stating, that 
the King of Franee, alter acknowledging his sense of 
the reiterated offers which his Catholic Majesty liad 
made both to him and England, in order to facilitate 
a reconciliation, proposed to the King of Spain the 
gimnintee of the treaty of peace, ns a measure which 
might be e(]unlly convenient to France nnd England ; 
and at the same time assured him of his sincere 
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intentions 'with respect to the sacrihce lie pro^Hised to 
ijiiike, ill ordiT to restore tranquillity to Europe, by 
a solid and honourtible peace. That the King- of 
f'paiii, perceiving in the disposition of the Kin g of 
Traiire, a desire for a permanent peace, acquainted 
liisinost Christian Majesty, th‘at lie wislied the King 
of Great Britain had not made a difficulty of settling* 
ihe guarantee connected With tlie consideration of the 
i^rievances between Spain ainl En'^land, as he had 
all the reason in tlie world to believe that his Britannic 
J\rajesty had tlie same good intentions to terminate 
Them amicably, aceonling to reason and justice. 
That by proposing the guarantee of Spain, they 
f \|)rL.ssed their sincere desire of seeing the intere9t.<i 
of Spain settled at the same time, wliidi might one 
day rekindle the flames of a new war, which at present 
lliev wished to extinguish, and that the King of Spain 
flattered himself, that liis Britannic Majesty, animated 
liy the same sentiments of humanity for the public 
tranr|mHity, would continue in the same intentions to 
terminate the disputes subsisting between England 
and a power whicli had given such repeated proofs of 
li II iid.^liip, at the same time that it M'as proposed to 
ii’slore peace to all Europe. 

1 lii.s explanation did not produce the deswed 
‘ ffert : it appeared to Mr. Pitt, that Spain, as a kind 
fl party, had been made acquainted with every step 
laken in the negociation hetween France and Eng- 
land j that her judgment was appealed lo on every 
point, and her authoiity called in aid to force the 
’.ucrptaiice of the terms offered by the former; in a 
a word, that there was a perfect union of affections, 
intcre.srs, and councils betw'ecn the courts of Yersailles 
and Madrid. His firm conviction of this has been 
urged an apology for tlie indifference with which 
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he afterwards treated all the seeming' condescension 
of the French ministry. In the mean time, orders 
had been sent to the Earl of 'Bristol, the British 
ambassador at Madrid, to remonstrate with energy 
and firmness on the unexampled and offensive irre- 
gularity of the late proceedings, and to demand an 
eclaircissement of the actual measures and designs of 
that court j to adhere to the negative put upon the 
Spanish pretensions to fish upon the banks of New- 
foundland : to rest on the justice of the English 
tribunals the claim concerning the restitution of prizes 
made against the flag of Spain, or supposed to have 
been taken in violation of the territory of that king- 
dom ; to continue the former professions of the court 
of London, indicating a desire of an amicable adjust- 
nieut of the logwood dispute, and the willingness pf 
his Britannic Majesty to cause the settlements on 
tile coast of Honduras to be evacuated, as soon as 
his Catholic Majesty should suggest another method 
by which British subjects could enjoy that traffic, to 
which they had a right by treaty, and which the 
court of Madrid had farther confirmed to them by 
repeated promises. Mr, Pitt’s letter, which conveyed 
these orders to the Earl of Bristol, concluded thus : — 
Although in the course of this instruction to your 
excellency, 1 could not, with such an insolent memo- 
rial before me, hut proceed on the supposition, that, 
insidious ns that court is, she could nut dare to com* 
mit in such a inanner the name of his Catholic 
Majesty^ without being authorized thereto ; I must 
not, however, conceal from your excellency, that it 
ifl thought possible here, that the court of France, 
though not wholly uniuithorized, may, with her usual 
artifice in negociation, have put much exaggeration 
into this matter; and in case, upon entering into 
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remonsti-ances on thig affair, you shall perceive a dis- 
position in Mr. Wall, (the Spanish secretary of state) 
to explain away ami disavow the authorization of 
Spain to this offensive transaction of France, and to 
come to categorical and satisfactory declarations 
relatively to the final intentions of Spain, your excel- 
lency will, with readiness and your usual address, 
adapt yourself to so desirable a circumstance, and 
will open to the court of Madrid as handsome a 
retreat as may be, in case you perceive, from the 
Spanish minister, that they sincerely Avish to find one, 
and to remove, by an effectual satisfaction, the 
unfavourable impressions which this memorial of the 
court of France has justly and unavoidably made on 
the mind of his Majesty.” 

By the Earl of Bristol’s reply to Mr. Pitt, it appears 
iliat the Spanish minister applauded the magnanimity 
of the King of Great Britain in declaring, that he 
would never add facilities towards accommodating 
differences with another sovereign, in consideration 
of any intimation from a power at war, or the threat- 
tnings of an enemy. Mr. Wall farlhcr affirmed, 
that the assent given by his court to the King of 
France’s offer of endeavouring to adjust the disputes 
between England and Spain was totally void of any 
design to retard the peace, and absolutely free from 
tlie least intention of giving offence to liis Britannic 
iMajesty. The Catholic kin]^, be said, did not think 
England would look upon the French ministers as a 
tribunal to which the court of London would make 
an appeal, nor did he mean it as such, when the 
statement of grievances was conveyed through that 
channel. His excellency assured the Earl of Bristol, 
that the Catlmlic king, both before and then, esteemed 
as well as valued the frequent professions of friend- 
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ihip made by the British courj, and of its desire to 
settle all differenres amicably ; and asked, whether 
it was possible to be imagined in England, that tlic 
Catholic king was seeking to provoke Grefat Britain 
ia her most flourishing and exalted condition, occa- 
sioned by the greatest series of prosperities that any 
single nation had ever met with But he refused to 
give up any of the three points in dispute, and owned 
that the most perfect harmony subsisted between the 
courts of France and Spain ; that, in consequence of 
that harmony, the most Christian king had ofl’ered to 
assist his Catholic Majesty, in case the discussions 
between Great Britain and Spain should lerminaU; 
in a rupture, and that this o/fci' was considered in a 
friendly light. * 

On receiving these dispatches, Mr. Pitt was of 
opinion, tliat the intentions of Spain were by no 
means equivocal, and that her only motive fur delay- 
ing a more open avowal of her hostile designs was in 
order to strike tike blow at her own time, and with 
tlie greater effect. lie uccordingly declared ilk 
council, that wc ought to consider tlie evasions of 
that coui't as a reficsal of satisfaction, and that refusal 
am a declaration of war ; that we ought, from ])ru- 
ileiice ns well as sfiirit, to secure to ourselves the first 
blow ; that no new annanicnt would lie necessary ; that, 
if any war could provide its own resources, it must 
be a war with Spain;* that her flotu, or American 
pliiAe-fleet, on which she had great dependence, was 
not yet arrived ; and that the taking of it would at 
once atrengthen our hiuids, and disable her's. Such 
u a|nrited ineaHure, he added, would be a leason to 
bU Catholic Majesty, and to all Europe, how daik- 
goroms it was to preHiimc to dictate in the aflairs of 
Gfeot Bi'Uaiii. Aflur the fullest .discuesion of the 
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subject at three different meetings of the cabinet 
ministers, Mr, Pitt was wholly unable to bring 
over any of them to his way of thinking, except 
Lord Temple, his brother'in-law. The proposal was 
looked upon by all the other members as precipitate— 
as equally repugnant to the dictates of sound policy, 
and to the laws of honour and justice. They owned 
that Spain had concurred in a very extraordinary 
step; yet it was not impo.ssible but some farther 
remonstrances might persuade that court to recal a 
proposition, into which it had been, perhaps, unwa- 
rily seduced by the artihces of France. They also 
admitted, that we ought not to be frightened from 
asserting our reasonable demands by the menace^ of 
any power: that to shun war upon a just occaaiofi 
Mas cowardice, but to provoke or court it madness; 
ami tliatto hasten a rupture with Spain, in particular, 
if it could be by any means avoided, was giving a 
wanton blow to the commercial interest of both coun- 
tries. Before we draw the sword, they said, let the 
world be convinced of the perfidiuu.s designs of those 
mIioui Me attack; let us not endeavour to surpass 
them in treachery ; and let not the lion debase himself 
to act the part of a fox. As to the seizure of the 
tlotu, they added, the thing itself may be imprac- 
ticable ; perhaps that fleet is now safe in harbour. 
'1 hey concluded with oh.serving, that if Spain, blind 
to her true interests, and misled by Fiencli counsels, 
should cuter more decisively into the view's of that 
hostile court, it will then be the true time to declare 
war, wlien all the neighbouring and impartial powers 
are convinced that we act with as much temper as 
nsolntion. Mr. Pitt declared, that this was the 
nioriient for humbling the whole house of Bourbon; 
that if so glorious an opportunity were let slip, it 
VU>i. I. 
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hever be recovefed; and, if he could not pre- 
vail in the present instance, he was resolved this 
should be the last time of his aittitig' in that council. 
" 1 was called to the adininistratibn of publib aifairs,” 
said he, “ by the voice of the people : to them I have 
always considered myself as accountable fbc my con- 
duct ; and therefore caniiot remain Hi a situation 
which makes me responsible for measures I am no 
longer allowed to guide.” To this declaration Lord 
Granville, the president of the council, very coolly 
replied The gentleman, 1 find, is determined tb 
leave us, and I cannot say I am sorry for it, as he 
Would otherwise certainly have compelled us tO leave 
hinajt for, if he is determined to assume solely the 
tigM’tlrf advising his Majesty, and directing the 
operations of tlie War, to what purpose are we here 
assembled ? He may possibly have convinced him- 
self of his infallil)ility : still it remains, that u-e should 
be equally convinced, before we can resign our under- 
standipgs to bis direction, or join with him in the 
measure he proposes.” 

In conformity to the resolution then taken by Mr. 
Pitt and Lord Temple, they both resigned their 
employments. When Mr. Pitt carried the seals to 
the Ring, his Majesty received them with ease and 
fii'mne.ss : he expressed his regret for the loss of so 
able a servant ; but he did not solicit him to resume, 
his o^e: he candidly declared, that he was not only 
satisfied with the opinion of the majority of his coun- 
cil, but that he would have found himself under the 
greatest dilliculty how' to hajre acted, had that council 
concurred as fully in supporting the measure proposed 
by Mr. Pitt as they had done in rejecting it. In 
order, at the same time, to shew his high opinion of 
Mr. Pitt’s merit, bis Majesty made him a most gracioiisi 
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offer of any rewards in the power of the Crown ti^ 
bestow. Ml'. Pitt was sensibly tonclied with the 
<andonr, the dignity, and condescension of this pi'o> 
ceeding^. “ 1 confess, Sir,” said he, “ I liad but too 
much reason .to expect your Majesty’s di^^pleasure. 

1 (lid not come prepared for this ejtceeding goodness. 
Pardon me. Sir, — it overpoweis — it oppresses me.” 
IXe declined the distinction of nobility for himself, 
but accepted of other marks of royal favour, which, 
witli the appointment of his successor, were thus 
mentioned in the London Gazette. 

“ St. James’-s, October 9. The Right Hon. WiL 
-liam I’itt having resigned the seals into the King’s 
hands, his Majesty was this day pleased b? appoint 
the Earl of Egremont to be one of his Majesty’s 
principal secretaries of state. And, in consideration 
of the great and important services of the said Mr. 
Pitt, his Majesty has been graciously pleased to 
direct, that a warrant be prepared for granting to 
the lady Hester Pitt, his wife, a barony of Great 
Britain, by the name, style, and title of Baroness of 
Chatham, to herself, and of Baron of Chatham to 
her heirs male; and also to confer upon William 
Pitt, Esq. an annuity of 3000/. sterling, during his 
own life, and that of lady Hester Pitt, and their son, 
John Pitt, Esq.” Lord Temple’s resignation was 
also noticed in the same Gazette; but his successor 
in office was not named till the 26th of November' 
following, when the Duke of Bedford, the late Lord- 
Lieutenant of Ireland,- was appointed keeper of thft 
privy-seal. 

It cannot be a matter of snrprise, that the resignar 
tion of so popular a minister as Mr. Pitt, should 
have spread an alarm, and excited the most violent 
conflict between the admirers and censurers of bi9 
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conduct. The splendour of his abilities, and 
the general success of his measures, afforded the 
former ample subjects of encomium ; while the 
latter found sufficient room for censure in the incon- 
eistency of his opinions respecting the weir on the 
continent, and hi's frequent misapplication of the 
national strength. In consequence of Mr. Pitt’s 
removal from the situation he held in the govern- 
nient, several noblemen of the first rank retired from 
office in disgust, and most individuals who were 
supposed to be attached to the late ministry, were 
deprived of their places, to give room to natives of 
North Britain, to whom, through the influence of the 
Earl of Bute, an evident partiality was shewn ; in 
consequence of which the town was deluged with an 
inundation of pamphlets, wherein the liberty of the 
press was perverted to the purposes of contending 
factiorrs, and very little regard was paid -by either 
party to decency or truth. But history must not be 
made the record of extravagant panegyrics, or of 
malicious invectives. Its duty is simply to state 
facts, to place them in the strongest light, and to 
enable the reader to draw just inferences. 

Thougli the majority of the council had opposed 
the late secretary’s proposal for an immediate attack 
upon Spain, they were far from being satisfied M’ith 
the answers of that court, or with its professions of 
Amicable intention towards Great Britain. The 
French'agents at foreign courts had also been very 
biwy in circulating reports of the family compact 
between the different branches of the house of Bour.' 
bon, in expectation, no doubt, of frightening the new 
ministry of George the Third, after Mr. Pitt’s seces- 
sion, into a treaty of peace on their own terms. 
But they were unacquainted with the characters of 
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the. men whom they hoped to intimidate. -The Eavl 
of Egrenaont, who had t>ncceeded to the ofGce of 
secretary for the southern department, sensible of the 
necessity of behaving with spirit in the dispute with 
Spain, or of utterly forfeiting tbe confidence. of the 
people, wrote to the British ambassador at Madrid, 
desiring him to make use of the most pressing instances 
to obtain an explicit account of that secret, though 
so much vaunted, convention between France and 
Spain, as absolutely necessary before any farther 
negociation could be entered into on the former points 
of dispute. His instructions to the Earl of Bristol 
afford a strong proof of the steady resolution of the 
British cabinet at that juncture. “ In order,” says 
he, “ to prevent any perverse impressions, which Mr. 
Pitt’s retiring from public business might occasion, it 
is proper that I should assure your excellency, that the 
measures of government will suffer no relaxation on 
that account. On the contrary, I may venture to pro- 
mise, that the idea suggested by some malevolent 
person at home, and perhaps industriously propagated 
abroad, of the whole spirit of the war subsiding with 
him, instead of discouraging, will only tend to animate 
the present ministry to a more vigorous exei'tion of 
their powers, to avoid every possible imputation of 
indecision or indolence W'hich ignorant prejudice 
might sugge.st: and the example of the spirit of the 
late measures will be a spur to his Majesty’s servants 
to persevere, and to stretch every nerve of this coun- 
try, towards forcing the enemy to come into a safe, 
honourable, and, above all, a lasting peace.” Such 
was the language of the British ministry on this 
trying occasion, and such were the principles to 
which they afterwards lirmly adhered. While the 
effect of their remonstrances at the court of Madrid 
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was still uncertain, they prepared for a rupture, iu 
case it could nut be honourably avoided, with the 
iltmost vigour. A .squadron of men of war, having 
. under convoy a number of transports with four batta- 
lions from Belleisle, sailed from England, the latter 
end of October, and was to be joined in the West 
Indies by such an accession of naval and military 
force as would render the whole armament the mo.st 
formidable ever seen in that part of the world. The 
immediate object of this expedition was the conquestof 
Martinico, and of the remaining French iiilatids; after 
which, a part of the armament was to co-operate 
frith another Beet from England in an attack on the 
Havanna, as .soon as the refusal of proper satisfaction 
should render ho.stilities justihable. A t|;iird enter- 
prise, to be directed against the Plj^ipplne islands, 
was also resolved upon, in conformity to a plan of 
operations presented by Colonel Draper. 

The new Parliament met on the 3d of November ; 
and as his Majesty had not suffered his ministers to 
exert the influence of the crown, or to employ the 
trea.sureB of the nation, in biassing* electors, the 
House of Commons migl^t then be called the free 
and fair representative of the people. The first 
liusiness was the choice of a Speaker, which having 
unanimously fallen on Sir John Cust, the member 
for Grantham, he was presented to his Majesty on 
the Gth, when the King delivered a speech from the 
throne, jn which, among other topics, he assured the 
House of ins regret at the unsuccessful termination 
of the late iiegociation for peace, and added, “ that 
the .steady exertion of our most vigorous efforts, in 
every part where the enemy may still be attacked 
with advantage, is the only mean.s that can be pro- 
ductive of sue]] a peace, as may with reason be 
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expected from our successes. It is therefore my 
hxed resolution, with yonr concurrence and siippoit, 
to carry on the -war in the most effectual manner for 
the interest and advantage of my kingdoms ; and to 
maintain, to the utmost of my power, the good faith 
and honour of my crown, by adhering firmly to the 
engagements entered into with my allies. In this 
T will persevere, until iny enemies, moved by their 
own losses and distresses, and touclied with the 
miseries of so many nations, shall yield to the equi- 
table conditions of an honourable peace." The speech 
proceeded to express his Majesty’s sorrow at the 
necessity of large supplies, and called the attention 
of the House of Commons to a provision for the 
Queen, in case she should survive her royal consort. 

This speech met with the most cordial returns of 
loyalty and affection frpm Parliament. Addresses 
were unanimously agreed to by the Lords and Com- 
mons, giving his Majesty the strongest assurances of 
their concurrence and support. They were very 
W'arm in their congratulations on his nuptials with 
a Princess, worthy to be the partner of his throne. 
They professed themselves fully persuaded, that those 
beneficent dispositions which induced his Majesty to 
consent to the appointment of a congress for a general 
pacification, and to enter into a hegociation with 
France for a particular peace, could not have failed 
of the desired effect, if the enemy had shewn the 
same good intentions. They acknowledged his 
Majesty’s vigilance and firmness in not suffei-ing the 
hopes of peace to suspend or relax the exertion of 
his arms ; and promised the most effectual support in 
prosecuting the war to that desirable end, an luonour- 
able peace. The Commons farther resolved to send 
a message to the Queen to congratulate her also on 
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ber nuptials ; and to assure her of the most dutiful 
and zealous attachment of that House. Thirteen of 
the members waited upon her Majesty on the 17th of 
November, with this message, for which she returned 
her thanks ; and on the 10th the Commons resolved, 
that in case the Queen should survive his Majesty, 
she should enjoy a provision of 100,000/. per annum 
during her life, together with the palace of Somerset 
House, and the lodge and lands at Richmond |*ark. 
The bill received the royal assent on the 2d of Decem- 
ber, when the Queen, who was present, and placed in 
a chair of state at the King’s right hand, rose up, and 
made her obeisance. 

Much discontent having been excited by the abuse 
of the compelling clause in the act, passed during 
the last session, for the relief of insolvent debtors, a 
motion for its repeal was the first legislative measure 
which engaged the attention of the new rarliament. 
The supporters of this motion represented the clause 
as an encouragement to idleness and profligacy ; as 
having involved numberless industrious families in 
ruin ) and as having inflicted a deadly blow on public 
and private credit. They, at the same time, lamented 
the necessity of precluding many honest and unfor- 
tunate men from the fair benefit of the act in future, 
because such numbers of villains had already availed 
themselves of it, and might still continue to do so, for 
the most fraudful purposes. A few members were of 
opinion, that ahhough the privilege had been undoubt- 
edly perverted, it might still, under proper restrictions, 
be made a salutary regulation, equally agreeable to 
the dictates of humanity and of general policy. They 
admitted, that the security of credit, the sheet anchor 
of a trading nation, ought not, from the impulses of 
mistaken lenity, to be exposed to any alarming shocks; 
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but they thought that the rigburs of strict justice, a'nci 
of the laws respecting imprisonment for debt, might 
be mitigated not only without injury, but with the 
greatest advantage to industry and cpninierce. The 
majority, however, being of different sentiments, or, 
perhaps, influenced by the violent outcry raised against 
the clause in the city of London and other mercan> 
tile towns, a bill for its repeal M’as brouglvt in, and 

Within a month after the first estimates had beerf 
laid before the House of Commons, they adjusted the 
whole business of supplies, and of ways and means, 
for the service of the ensuing year. They voted 
70,000 seamen : they agreed to maintain the land- 
forces, to the number of 67,676 effective men, over 
and above the militia of England, the two regiments 
of fencibles in North Britain, the provincial troops 
in America, and 67,167 German auxiliaries to support 
the war in Westphalia. In proportioning the supply, 
they likewise made good the foreign subsidies, as well 
as the deficiencies in the grants of the last session.- 
Besides the standing resources of the land-tax and 
malt-tax, and the otlrer impositions already laid for 
raising the interest of the public debt, a loan of 
1 •2,000,0001. was found necessary, which, of course, 
rendered some new taxes unavoidable. These were,i 
a farther t-ax Upon windows, and additional duties on 
spirituous liquors, the produce of both to be carried 
to, and made part of the sinking fund, on which the 
annuities for paying the interest of the loan were 
charged. The varioys sums voted by the Commons, 
from the 21st of November till the 22d of December, 
amounted to very near 16,000,0001. ; to which were 
added, a few months after, above 2,000,0001. more, 
for the defence of Portugal and other purposes, 
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its disunion. “ Besides,” cotitinued they, ** France 
is thus enabled to support her armies in a g^reat degree 
by pillaging those whom, in every respect, it is her 
interest to weaken. The scene of action too being 
at so convenient a dfstance, she can easily furnish her 
troops with provisions and recruits, so that a great 
part of the money she spends returns into her bosom. 
Is she repulsed P that repulse brings her army nearer 
home, where she procures supplies with still greater 
facility, and exhausts still less the natural wealth of 
her people. Are her forces driven quite back into 
their own country ? even then the same advantages 
on her side are increased ; and very obvious circum- 
stances render it impossible for the allied army to push 
their success on the German frontiers of France to 
any decisive consequence. But to the English every 
thing is unfavourable in such a war. The transport 
service alone is attended with a prodigious expense : 
the other immense sums in specie which are sent to 
Germany are still more irrecoverably lost ; for it may 
be asserted with great truth, that of the 5,000,000^. 
annually sM'allowed up in that remote gulf, not a 
shilling returns to the country where it was raised. 
Should the fate of battle turn against the British 
arms, they would be obliged to retreat, until, cut off 
from all communication with the sea, and from the 
possibility of receiving supplies or reinforcements, 
they must at length capitulate. Were they, on the 
other hand, to prove victorious, their success would 
only carry tliem farther from their resources, and every 
step of their progress must make the conveyance of 
stores, artillery, and the other inflnite incumbrances 
of a large army, more difficult, and in the end altoge- 
ther impracticable. This is not speculation : the 
pTents which followed the battle of Crevelt have 
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proved it. Prince Ferdinand, after gaining' that 
action, was obliged, rather from the difficulty of 
subsisting, than through any fear of the enemy, to 
repass the Rhine, and to carry back into the heart of 
Westphalia, the war with which he .had threatened 
France. Thus victory itself, upon the present plan, 
cannot work out our salvation : it serves only to accu> 
mulate our difficulties and distresses.” 

In addition to these arguments, they anticipated a 
reply which they knew would be made by their adver- 
saries, namely, that the war in Germany had proved 
a most fortunate diversion in favour of the English, 
by drawing off the forces and revenues, as well as the 
attention of France from her navy, from the defence 
of her colonies, and from any formidable enterprises 
against Great Britain. All this they positively con- 
tradicted. “ Let us,” said they, “ fairly examine the 
real state of the French ; and we shall soon be con- 
vinced, that it is not the German war which has 
diverted them from the protection of their foreign 
settlements, or from any other attempts by which 
they could annoy this country. Their military esta- 
blishment does not fall short of ’>00,000 men : Ger- 
many employs only 120,000: they have no other 
enemy to oppose on the continent of Europe: con- 
sequently 180,000 men remain inactive ; and half 
that number would be sufficient either for distant 
expeditions to America, and the West Indies, or for 
spreading alarm on the coast of England. But the 
fact is, they neither have ships to transport those 
troops, nor a 6eet to protect them in their passage. 
How then can the war in Germany be called a diver- 
sion of their forces, when it is evident they do not 
want men, but the means of safe conveyance to any 
other theatre of action Nor can that war be deemed 
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n diversion of their revenues, as it was impossible for 
them to employ their treasure so effectually elsewhere, 
They had a just sense of the value of their colonies ; 
and they would certainly have exerted their principal 
resources, both of men and money, in the defence of 
such important possessions, had they not found the 
task altoj^ethcr impracticable. A formidable fleet 
and a great number of transports were absolutely 
necessary for that purpose ; and where or how were 
the French to, procure them ? Their own ships were 
detained in English ports ; their sailors in English 
prisons : their fishery was destroyed ; their navigation 
at an end ; and all their principal harbours, both in 
Europe and America, were blocked up by the si^ua- 
drons of Great Britain. Suppose they had purchased 
.ships from any of the maritime states, would not th*e 
attempt to assemble a navy be defeated by our cruisers 
and our fleets of observation ? But, even admitting 
they could so far elude the vigilance of our squadrons, 
their ships must rot in the harbour for want of seamen. 
In the beginning of the war, while there was any 
possibility of supporting their marine, they attended 
to this object with the most assiduous care ; and while 
they saw any likelihood of invading England with 
success, they had not the least idea of marching into 
Germany. The electorate of Hanover was so far 
from being thought in danger, that a body of troops 
was brought over thence to defend this country. But 
afterwards, when France perceived that we were 
guarded' against insult, that her own navy Was 
destroyed, and her colonies exposed, she then be*- 
thought herself of Germany ; and if i^ 

reality, that diverted or transferred the war to the 
only place where she was capable of acting, and 
where she knew Great Britain must be exhausted, 
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even by a succession of victories. The German war 
was not, on the part of England, a war of diversion, 
but a war of defence, in favour of a barren electorate, 
which, if put up to sale, would not fetch half the 
money that is yearly expended in its behalf; for the 
protection of a country, whose inhabitants are ren- 
dered miserable by the assistance they receive ; and 
for the support of an ally, from whom no mutual 
service can be expected. If a third part of the 
money thus squandered away on the continent Imd 
been employed in giving additional vigour to the 
naval armaments of Great Britain, France, by this 
time, would not have one settlement left in the West 
Indies, all the proBts of her external commerce must 
have ceased ; and she must have been absolutely 
obliged to accept such terms of peace as England' 
should think proper to prescribe.” 

After having thus commented upon the infatuation 
of Great Britain in renouncing the advantages of her 
naval superiority, and in leaving her enentics the 
choice of a field where defeat could do them little 
harm, and where she herself must be exhausted, even 
by a succession of her own victories, the opposition 
made some very severe remarks on the particular 
engagements we had entered into with some of the 
continental powers. “ We had,” as they asserted, 
ofEciously meddled with the internal broils of the 
empire, and taken a part in disputes which would 
have been much better adjusted without our inter- 
ference. We had not only sent off from more useful 
service the flower of our armies, to defend the terri- 
tories of some petty German princes, hnt we con- 
tracted enormous debts to pay those princes for 
assisting us in guarding their rights, and in fighting 
their battles. Was such an absurdity in politics,” 
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they asked, “ ever befoi'e heard of? . Is England to 
be the kniglit-errarit of Europe, and to neglect her 
own immediate concerns and her solid interest in the 
pursiiit of foreign phantoms ? Are we to waste all 
our resources upon Hanoverians, Hessians, Bruns- 
wickersj — allies, who, if they merit that name, serve, 
only to protract the feeble efforts of a system, in which 
nothing could so effectually contribute to our safety 
us an early and total defeat ? But even these con- 
ne.Yions," they said, “ though burthensome and un- 
availing, did not half so much expose the ignorance 
of our negociators, as the treaty made with the King 
of Prussia, to whom we annually paid a sum exceeding 
the whole amount of the subsidies granted in Queen 
Anne’s u'ar to all her German allies put together; 
and who was so far from being able to afford any 
relief to our armies, that he was scarcely in a condition 
to support himself: so that this alliance is less excus- 
able than the former, as it is a heavy charge, compen- 
sated not only with no real, but with no apparent, or 
shewy advantages. Indeed, he is an ally the last in 
the world we ought to have chosen, on account of his 
long intimacy with our worst enemies, the mean and 
the hostile sentiments he has always entertained 
towards us, the injuries he has done us, and the gene- 
ral lightness of his faith with regard to his former 
friends. We look upon him, it is true, as the pro- 
tector of the Protestant religion : but how lightly he 
thinks of all religion, his writings testify ; and what 
mischiefs hehas done the Protestant cause in particular, 
this war will be a lasting memorial. He invaded and 
cruelly oppressed Saxony, a Protestant country, where 
he found the people secured from any molestation on 
account of their religious opinions. Even among the ' 
Roman Catholics, persecution had lost much of its 



1761.] CEORGE THE THIRD, ^ Si 

edge, wli«n he revived its memory j and, by forcing 
the Popish powers into a strict union, brought more 
calamities upon the tlivided Protestants than they had 
ever experienced during the utmost mncoiir of a Jioly 
war. 

Such was the substance of the speeches against the 
whole system of continental measures ; and it must 
be owned, that many of the arguments seemed to carry 
with them no small degree of conviction. Those, 
however, who embraced the opposite side of the ques- 
tion, made a very ingenious defence. They ridiculed 
the idea of going back half a century, to the reign of 
King William or Queen Anne, to examine the prin- 
ciples of a continental war, or to compare the policy 
and resources of the two contending nations. “The 
present time,” said they, “ is the only just criterion 
by which we can judge j and here we liave manifestly 
the advantage. Tlie success which our arms, alone 
and unassisted, have had in this contest with France, 
is a sufficient proof that we are an overmatch for all 
her power. What then should deter us from conti- 
nuing the war ? Is it because she once maintained a 
long struggle against the grand confederacy ? This is 
precisely the circumstance that now turns the balance 
in our favour, and dictates the prosecution of measures 
which have been so fatal to her. The efforts she 
made at that juncture exhausted her strength to such 
a degree, that she has not recovered since. The last 
war contributed to her decay; anil the present has 
nearly completed her ruin. IMiis, therefore, is the 
moment to press her on every side, and to check for 
ever that ambitious spirit, which has been long and 
so vainly aiming at universal empire.” 

In answer to what had been urged against the folly 
of waging war on the continent, they ascribed to this 
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very scheme the happy issue of all our other opera- 
tions. The attention of our rival was thereby dis- 
tracted between the different enterprises at sea and 
land : eagerly grasping' at two grand objects, she had 
missed both j and the only fruits of her mighty exer- 
tions were the ruin of her trade, the destruction of 
her marine, the loss of her colonies, and the impending 
terrors of national bankruptcy. “ Was it not,” they 
added, “ by involving France in the’ German war, 
that we diverted her from the vigorous defence of her 
distant possessions, and that we have become masters 
of some of the most considerable of them ? Was it 
not in consequence of her embarking so heartily in 
that war, tliat she afforded us an opportunity of giving 
such a blow to her naval power as she may never, 
perhaps, be able to recover ? And has she made any 
progress in Germany to counterbalance her disappoint- 
ments elsewhere ? Far from it. At this instant she 
is less advanced than she was the first year she entered 
that country, after having spent imniense sums of 
money, and lost, by the sword, by disease, and deser- 
tion, at least 100,000 of her people.” They admitted 
that the burden of this war, in concert with the allies, 
lay chiefly upon Great Britain j but, if the advantage 
was in any degree equivalent, the money was employ- 
ed to good purpose. “ Our successes,” they affirmed, 
“ are proportioned to our disbursements, and the 
increase of our wealth keeps pace with that of our 
expenditure. No period of our history affords such 
a series of the most important conquesis. In the 
East and the West our fleets and armies have been 
alike victorious. Our old trade has been secured, 
and new sources of commercial ppulence have been 
opened. Even on the continent, where our enemies 
have made the most desperate push, have they not 
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been frequently defeated ? Has not Hanover been 
recovered and protected ? Has not the King- of 
Prussia been preserved, so long at least, from the 
rage of his enemies ? And have not the liberties of 
Germany, in general, been hitherto secured ? Had 
we lain by, and tamely beheld that vast empire in 
part possessed, and the rest compelled to receive 
laws from France, the war there would soon have 
been brought to an end ; and France, strengthened 
by victory, conquest, and alliance, would have the 
whole force, and the-whole revenue of her monarchy 
to act again, st us alone.” 

They argued farther, “ that common faith obliged 
us to an adherence to our engagements both with 
Hanover and Prussia ; and that the pleaded incapacity 
to assist them, arising from the greatness of the charge, 
could not excuse us ; because the incapacity was not 
real : and if the expense were inconvenient, we ought 
to hare looked to that when we contracted our 
engagement, s.” They said, “ it w'as not true, that 
we received no advantage from our alliance with the 
King of Prussia ; for if it be once admitted that we 
entered with any reason into the German war, (which 
they supposed to be no longer disputable,) then the 
King of Prussia has been materially serviceable to us ; 
becau.se it was his victory at Rosbach, and the rein- 
forcement from his troops, which enabled us to do all 
that has been since achieved. In like manner, if the 
support of the Protestant religion be any part of our 
care, that religion must suffer eminently by the ruin 
of the King of Prussia ; for though the writings 
attributed to his Prussian Majesty be such as, if really 
his, reflect, on account of their impiety, great dis- 
grace on his character as a man ; yet, as a King, in 
his public and political capacity, he is the natural 
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protector of the Protestant religion in Germany; and 
it will always be his interest to defend it.” 

\^hatever might have been the sentiments of the 
new ministry respecting the original policy of the 
German war, they saw very well that it could not 
now be honourably or consistently relinquished. The 
faith of Parliament was also pledged to assist the 
allies ; and the best judges were of opinion, that 
vigorous efforts for one campaign more would termi- 
nate the contest, and bring the French to reasonable 
terms. The opposition therefore to continental mea- 
sures, however well supported by argument, was 
overruled by numbers, and expired in the warmth 
of debate. Yet it was not wholly unproductive of 
good effects. It .shewed government, very clearly, 
what was the sense of the nation on the subject; and 
it prevented the renewal of the annual convention 
with the King of Prussia, though assurances were at 
the same time given him of pecuniary aid as before. 

The supplies of the year and some other business 
of immediate utility being settled, the King went to 
the House of Peers on the 23d of December, and 
gave his assent to .such bills as were ready ; after 
which the Parliament adjourned to the )9th of Jan- 
uary. During that recess the public attention was 
roused to an incident of national importance. Before 
the Earl of Egremont’s dispatches concerning the 
family compact could reach Madrid, the English 
ambassador there had hinvself received intellinrence 
of the treaty, and of the hopes which the French 
made no secret of deriving from it. He therefore 
thought it his duty to desire some satisfaction on that 
head from Mr. Wall, the Spanish secretary of state. 
But though he expressed his uneasine.s5 in consequence 
of such rumours with equal force and delicacy, Mr. 
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Wall, evadinn^ a direct reply to the main point of 
inquiry, entereil into a long and bitter complaint, not 
only of the treatment which Spain had received from 
the British court, but of the haughtiness of its late 
proceedings with France. “ He told me,” says the 
Earl of Bristol in his letter of the 2d of November, 
“ we were intoxicated with all our successes, and a 
continued series of victories had elated us .so far, as 
to induce ns to contemn the rea.sonable concessions 
France had consented to make; but that it was evi- 
dent, by this refusal, all we aimed at was, first to ruin 
the French power, in order more easily to crush 
Spain, to drive all the subjects of the Chri.stian King 
not only from their island colonies in the new world, 
but also to destroy thar several forts and settlements 
upon the continent of North America, to haVe an 
easier task in seizing on all the Spanish dominions in 
those parts, thereby to satisfy the utmost of our ambi- 
tion, and to gratify our unbounded thirst of conque.st.” 
Mr. Wall added, with uncommon warmth, “that he 
would himself be the man to advise the King of Spain, 
since his dominions were to be overwhelmed, at least 
to have them seized with arms in his subjects’ hands, 
and not to continue the passive victim he had hitherto 
appeared to be in the eye.s of the world.” 

Such a sudden change of sentiments and discourse 
could not but astonish and perplex the Earl of Bristol. 
He was naturally led into various conjectures, to account 
for this incoherency of behaviour. At first, he ima- 
gined that the late arrival at Cadiz of two ships with 
extremely rich cargoes, containing the remainder of 
the wealth that was expected from Spanish America, 
had raised the lang-ua£je of the court of Madrid, added 
to the progress, which, it was reported, the French 
army M'as making in the King of England’s electoral 
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l^ominions, ami the success attending' the Austrian 
operations in Silesia. He ascribed the former soothing' 
declarations of the Spaijisli ministers to the coiiscious- 
nes.s of their naval inferiority ; and he .supposed that 
those fears were now removed, or greatly abated, by 
the safe arrival of the above ships, and by the con- 
tinual flatteries of the French, who, whilst they 
inflamed the jealoirsy of Spain at the British conquests, 
and solicited a junction of forces to put a stop to them, 
never ceased assuring the Spaniards, that even the 
signing of an alliance between the two great branches 
of the house of Bourbon would intimidate England, 
not only upon account of its being exhausted by the 
present long and expensive war, but by its having 
felt the fatal consequences of an interruption of the 
Spanish trade, during the hast war. But, though alt 
these circumstances very probably co-operated in pro- 
ducing so great a revolution in the Spani.sh councils, 
yet the Earl of Bristol was afterwards convinced, that 
its immediate cause was the intelligence then received- 
at Madrid, of Mr. Pitt’s violent proposal in the cabi- 
net, before he went out of office. On this point, his 
excellency, in a subsequent letter to the Earl of 
Egremont, dated Madrid, December the 7th, says, 
“What had occasioned the great fermentation during 
that period at this court, the effects of which I felt 
from General Wall’s animated discourse at the Escu- 
rial, was the notice having, about that time, reached 
the Catholic King, that the change which l«id hap- 
pened in the Engli.sh administration was relative to 
measures proposed to be taken against this country. 
Hence arose that .sudden Avrath and pas.sion, which, 
for a short time, affected the w’hole Spani.sh court 
as it was thought most extraordinary here, that the 
declaring war against the Catholic King should ever 



17G1.] gf.ouge the third. 87 

have been moved in his Majesty’s councils, since the 
Spaniards have always looked upon themselves as the 
ag-grieved party; and, of course, never could imagine 
that the English would be the first to begin a war 
with them.” But, whatever impression Mr. Pitt’s 
proposal may have made on the minds of the Spa- 
niards, the fullest praise was due to the Earl of Bris- 
tol’s conduct in this delicate conjuncture. Though 
totally unprepared for a conference that differed so 
widely from all former conversations on the same 
subject, he replied with coolness to the invectives, 
and with firmness to the menaces, of the Spanish 
minister. After refuting in the best manner Nvhat 
Mr. Wall had urged, he returned to his first demand, 
an explanation concerning the treaty. As often as a 
direct answer was evaded, the same question was 
again put ; and at length the only reply that could 
with difficulty be extorted, was, “ That his Catholic 
Majesty had judged it expedient to renew his family 
compacts with the most Christian King.” Then Mr. 
Wall, as if he had gone beyond what he inUnded. 
suddenly broke off the discourse, and no farther 
satisfaction could be obtained. 

On the receipt of these advices from the Earl of 
Bristol, the ministry did not hesitate a moment 
respecting the line they W'ere to pursue. They saw 
evidently that there was little reason to hope for any 
good effects from farther patience and forbearance; 
that the continuance of their former moderatidn liiight 
he attributed to timidity ; and that the language of 
Spain would no longer permit any doubt of her hos- 
tile intentions. Not a moment was therefore lost in 
sending back orders to the English ambassador, 
directing him to renew his former instances relative 
to the treaty with France, and to demand a clear and 
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categorical deciaration from the court of Madrid, 
■whether they intended to depart in any manner from 
their professed neutrality, and to join in hostilities 
against Great Britain. These points he 'was to urge 
with energy, but without the mixture of any thing 
which might irritate ; and he was farther authorized 
to signify, that a peremptory refusal to communicate 
the treaty, or to disavow an intention to take part 
with the declared and inveterate enemies of Great 
Britain, could not he looked upon by the King of 
England in any light, but as an aggression on 
the part of Spain, and as an absolute declaration of 
war. TL’he Earl of Bristol acted in strict confoj’mity 
with such decisive, yet temperate instructions. 
gradually unfolded the purport and extent of them in 
two conferences with Mr. Wall, on the 6th and the 
8th of December • and, in two days after, be received 
the following letter from that minister : 

' “ My Lord, 

“ Your excellency having expressed to me, the day 
before yesterday, and being even pleased to put in 
writing, that you had orders’ to ask a positive and 
categorical answer to the question, if Spain thought 
of joining herself with France against England ? 
declaring at the same time, that you should look upon 
the refusal as a declaration of war ; and that you 
would, in consequence, leave this court. The spirit 
of haughtiness and of discord, which dictated this 
inconsiderate step, and which, for the misfortune of 
mankind, still reigns so much in the British govern- 
ment, is what made, in the same instant, the decla- 
ration of war, and attacked the King’s dignity. 
Your excellency may think of retiring when, and in 
what manner, it is convenient to you j which is the 
only answer that, without detaining you, his Majesty 
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hni ordered me to give you. The indupotition your 
excellency saw me in, scarce permitted me to go to 
receive the King’s commandls. 

“ May your excellency carry away with yon aU the 
happiness which corresponds to your personal quali- 
ties, and the constant remembrance of the sincere 
affection with which I am, praying God for the long 
preservation of your life, 

“ Most excellent Lord, 

• “I kiss your excellency’s hands, 

“ Your obedient servant, 

“ Don Ricardo Wall.” 

*' Buen Retirfi, lOM Dec. 1761.'’ 

Nothing could be more frivolous than the pretence 
for taking umbrage at the Earl of Bristol’s statement 
of the instructions transmitted to him by his court. 
Had he failed in point of punctilio, or had he made 
an abrupt demand, unauthorised by the law of 
nations, the court of Madrid might have resented 
his personal behaviour, and complained of it by their 
ambassador at london. But still the affront would 
have been deemed, by all the reasonable part of man- 
kind, too trifling a cause for involving nations in the 
misery and horrors of war. Yet even this plea was 
wanting. The Earl did not insist upon a categorical 
answer until every milder method had been tried 
without success. He then sustained, with becoming 
.spirit, the dignity of his country j and quitted Madrid, 
sincerely lamenting the failure of his endeavours to 
preserve an union between the two crowns, and 
expressing in his last ilispatches from that city this 
patriotic wish, which he had the pleasure to see fully 
accomplished: “ May Great Britain, in the course of 
the ensuing war, prove, that the combined forces of 
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Spain and ‘France are not sufficient to eclipse her 
glory, or to cope with her strength !” 

The Earl of Bristol left Madrid the 17th of De- 
cember ; and, on the 25th of the same month, the 
Spanish ambassador in London received letters of 
recal from his court. The note, which he delivered 
on that occasion to the secretary of state, was some- 
what in the nature of a nianifesto, charging the war 
on the pride and unmeasurable ambition of the late 
secretary, and on the little respect shewn, to his 
Catholic Majesty, both during that minister’s con- 
tinuance in office, and since his resignation. Lord 
Egremont’s memorial in reply, dated the 31st of 
December, has been much admired for its'moderation, 
perspicuity, and force. He did not stoop to personal 
invectives, but endeavoured to prove, by an exact 
and faithful detail of what had passed between the 
two courts, that Spain alone W'as to be blamed for 
all the misfortunes inseparable from a rupture. 

1762.] The British ministry discovered no precipi- 
tation or alarm at Spain’s having finally thrown off the 
mask, but took the most effectual measures to resist 
her efforts, and to uphold the character of the nation.' 
A clear account of the endeavours which had been 
used to accommodate the disputes w’ith Spain in an 
amicable manner, and of the circumstances which now 
rendered a rupture unavoidable, was given at full 
length in his Majesty’s declaration of the 2d of 
January: war against that country was formally 
poclaimed on the 4th; and, on the 19th, being the 
day to which Parliament had adjourned, the Ring 
communicated the steps which he had been obliged to 
take since the recess, in a speech to both Houses. 
“ My own conduct,” he said, “ since my accession 
to the throne, as m ell as that of the late. King, my 
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royal grandfather, towards Spain, has been so full 
of g-oodwill and friendship, so averse to the laying’ 
hold «f several just grounds of eomplaint, which 
might have been alleged, and so attentive to the 
advantages of the Catholic King and his family, that 
it was matter of the greatest surprise to me to find 
that engagements had, in this conjuncture, been 
entered into between that court and France, and 
a treaty made to unite all the branches of the house 
of Bourbon in the most ambitious and dangerout 
designs against the commerce and independency of 
the rest of Europe, and particularly of my king-^ 
doms;” 

The Commons were unanimous in their approba- 
tion of his Majesty’s conduct respecting Spain, and 
in their assurances of steady and vigorous support. 
The Lords agreed to an address expressive of the 
same sentiments ; but this subject gave rise to a 
debate on the most effectual means of carrying on 
the war, in which they discovered great difference 
of opinion. From a protest, which was then entered 
on the journals, it appears, that on Friday the 5th 
of February, when the Lords, according to order, 
proceeded to take the speech into consideration, a 
motion waS made for declaring it to be the opinion 
of the house, “ that the war then carried on in Ger- 
many was necessarily attended with a great and 
enormous expense, and that, notwithstanding all the 
efforts that could possibly be made, there seemed no 
probability the army there, in the pay of Great Bri- 
tain, so much inferior to that of France, could he put 
into such a situation as to effectuate any good purpose 
whatsoever ; and that the bringing the British troops 
home from Germany would enable his Majesty more 
effectually to carry on with vigour the war against 

M 2 



02 


HISTORY OF ENGL^O. 




[ 1702 . 


the united forces of France and Spain, give strength 
and security to threat Britain and Ireland, support 
the public credit, and, by easing the nation of a load 
of expense, be the likeliest means, under the blessing 
of God, to procure a safe and honourable pence j” 
vrhich motion was strongly objected to, and the pre* 
vious question carried by a majority of 105 against 
sixteen. Seven, however, of the latter, including the 
Duke of Bedford, one of the principal members of admi- 
nistration, signed a protest, expressive of their dissent 
from such proceedings, because.” among other rea- 
Bonsj “ a continental war carried on in Germany 
without allies, and at the sole expense of Great Bri- 
tain, whilst this nation is involved in a war with the 
two most considerable maritime powers of Europe, 
cannot be esteemed a system of true policy ; as France, 
let the success against her arms be ever so great, is 
not vulnerable from that quarter; and Spain, on 
account of her distance, would, doubtless, not be inti- 
midated by the success of the British arms in Ger- 
many. The expedience of the present continental 
war cannot be justified, either on the principles of 
its being a war of the diversion of the forces of France 
from the invading his Majesty’s dominions, or the 
succouring their own colonie.s, both of whfth they are 
iitcapacitated from doing, by the ruin of their naval 
force : neither can it be alleged as a measure calcu- 
lated to support the Ring of Prussia, who is not at 
war with France, nor in dangler, though the British 
troops should be withdrawn, of being crushed by that 
power, whose interest will undoubtedly restrain her 
from taking a step, which could only tend to the 
aggrandizement of the house of Austria, the ancient 
and natural rival of the house of Bourbon.” 

This protest, which contained a Nummary of the 



1702.] GEORGE THE THIRD. i)3 

lEost forcible arguinr^nts that bail been urged against 
the prosecution of the German war, was liighly aiid 
almost universally applauded by the people j and 
though it produced no immediate change in the 
measures of government, it strengthened the impres- 
sion made by the iormer debate of the Commons on 
the same subject; and it shewed very evidently, that, 
if the ensuing campaign should not put an end to the 
continental struggle, any farther supplies fur its con- 
tinuance would be obtained with extreme difl|> 
culty. 

The other transactions in this session of Parlia- 
ment make so little shew, when compared with the 
occurrences of the same period on the theatre of war, 
as to admit of only a few concise remarks. The 
operation of the act for laying a farther duty on beer 
and ale being now felt in its fullest extent, the streets 
of London and Westminster were filled with tumult. 
The populace vowed revenge against the brewers for 
exacting a higher price than ui^ial from the publicans, 
and threatened to pull down the houses of any of the 
latter who should continue to charge an additional 
halfpenny for every quart of porter. The intimidated 
parties, under the terror of such menaces, j>etitioned 
the House of Commons for protection and relief ; 
and a bill was passed in favour of their request. It 
implied, that no brewer or retailer of strong beer Or 
ale. should be molested for raising the price of malt- 
liquorsinproportion to the tax on these necessaries; and 
that, on the other hand, they should ndt be permitted to 
mix it on any pretence whhtsodver, after its being 
gauged by an officer of the excise. This interpo- 
sition of the legislature not only restrained the mob 
from committing any acts of outrage, but tended 
greatly to abate their clamour by quieting thdr sus- 
picions with respect to fraud on the brewOr's port, of 
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the least adulteration of their favourite beverag'e. . A 
great deal of confusion was also prevented by some 
wise and wholesome amendments of the militia laws. 
They were very properly reduced into one act, where 
all the regulations were placed in due order, and stated 
with clearness and precision. Ai> exact line was drawn 
between those who w^re liable to serve, and such as 
were exempted from any compulsion. The former 
were to be chosen by ballot, as before ; or otherwise 
the parish officers, with the consent of the inhabitants, 
were authorized to provide volunteers, by a rate on 
the parish, in proportion to that for the relief of their 
poor. Thus every man.was obliged to pay his quota ; 
and all parishes had it in their power to keep their 
useful hands at home, and to employ the idle and dis- 
solute in the service of their country. 

As a check upon the cruelties which were strongly 
suspected to be exercised by the nurses of parish 
children, a law was enacted for keeping an annual 
register of those infants in every parish, under the 
age of four, a time of life in which they were more 
particularly exposed to the barbarity of their nurses. 

It would be a sort of ingratitude for public services 
not to take notice of the encouragement given, in the 
same session, to various projects of the most beneficial 
tendency. One was the extension of the Duke of 
Bridgewater’s navigable canals. A bill readily pa.ssed 
through both Houses for enabling his Grace to carry 
On his admirable plan from Longford bridge to the 
river Mersey, which ^as to open a communication 
with Liverpool. The branches of this inland navi- 
gation have since been extended to all the manufac- 
turing towns of the adjoining counties ; and the Duke 
lived to complete an undertaking of greater magnitude 
and of more national utility than had ever before been 
attempted by any individual, Another scheme, which 
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had for its object the better aupplyiiig^ of London and 
Westminster with fresh fish by land carriage from 
different parts of the kingdom, received the sanction 
of Parliament. 

Rewards for the discovery of the longitude had 
long been^ the object of an express law ; but it w'as 
now deemed necessary to render that act more effec- 
tual, by extending the benefit of it to persons who 
should make any satisfactory progress towards sd 
desirable an end, though their experiments might fall 
.short of its full accomplishment. In conseipience of 
this new bill, a board of longitude was held at the 
Admiralty, to consider the merit of some late attempts 
which had been made to supply that grand desidera- 
tum in the art of navigation.- Mr. Ilarrisdn, a clock- 
maker of London, bad contrived a curious time-piece, 
which, under the direction- of his son, w'as tried in a 
voyage ta the West Indies, and found to succeed 
infinitely beyond any thing hitherto invenfed for the 
same purpose. He and his son were immediately 
rewarded with a grant of 1500/. ; and, the year after, 
he obtained from Parliament 5000/. more, for disco- 
vering the principles on which his in.strument was 
constructed. Mr. Irwin, a native of Ireland, had 
also contrived a marine chair, by means of which the 
immersions and emersions of Jupiter's satellites might 
be accurately observed in the roughest weather at 
sea, and the longitude, of Course, ascertained. After 
some satisfactory trials of this machine, 500/. were 
bestowed on the inventor as the recompence of his 
ingenuity. 

Beside.s the other supplies voted' for the service of 
the year, the House of Commons granted 1,000,000/. 
fpr the purposes specified in a mc.ssage, which w'as 
laid before the House on the 11th of May, and stated 
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that “ his Majesty, taking' into his most serious con- 
sideration the imminent danger, with which the king- 
dom of Portugal, an ancient and natural ally of his 
crown, is threatened by the powers now in open war 
with his Majesty, and of what importance the pre- 
servation of that kingdom is to the commercial inte- 
rests of this country, is desirous that this House will 
enable him' to defray any extraordinary expenses of 
the war.” The message was taken into consideration 
on the Idth. In the debate, Mr. Pitt and one of 
his friends betrayed great eagerness to connect the 
^ propriety of assisting Portugal with the necessity of 
continuing the war in Germany ; though the former 
was enforced by every consideration of honour, inte- 
rest, and policy, while the best arguments in favour 
of the latter appeared to be very disputable. 

On the 2d of June his Majesty put an end to the 
.session with a speech, in which he expressed the 
highest approbation of the zeal, unanimity, and dis- 
patch manifested in the course of their proceedings. 
He said that his own sentiments respecting war and 
, peace continued invariably the same. He noticed 
the situation of foreign affairs, lamented ({iG heavy 
burdens which the exigencies of the public service 
still made it necessary to impose, and said, " 1 have tbe 
fullest persuasion that you will continue to diffuse in 
your several counties that spirit of cont^yd which you 
have yourselves so steadily exerted in Parliament: 
and you may be assured that 1 will, on my part, return 
your zeal and affection for my person and government, 
by a constant, attention to whatever may contribute to 
the ease of my subjects ; and that it is my ardent wish 
tp found the glories of my reign on the union of my 
people, and on the welfare and prosperity of these my 
kingdoms!” . 
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CHAPTER III. 

The hopel^s situation of the King' of Prussia a^ 
the close of the last campaign has been already 
described. The loss of Colberg, on one side, and oi 
Scbweidnitz, on the other, left his dominions almost 
without a barrier j and his army was too much reduced 
to face any of the invaders in the open field. No 
resource of policy, no effort of skill or heroism, could 
any longer be tried with the least probability of suc- 
cess. At this alarming crisis, the. storm just ready 
to burst upon his head was happily dissipated, by ons' 
of those unexpected events which give a sudden turn 
to the fortune of nations, after all the means of human 
foresight and exertion have failed. His most dan- 
gerous and inveterate enemy, Elizabeth, Empress of 
Russia, died on the 2d of January, and was succeeded 
by her nephew, the Duke of Holstein, apHnee of Very 
different sentiments. As none, however, but thoite 
who were most intimately acquainted with his cha- 
racter and disposition,' could predetermine whether 
he would abandon or pursue the system of his prede- 
cessor, the eyes of all Europe were anxiously turned 
towards St. Petersburg, in order to observe the direc- 
tion of his early councils. 

The new Gzar, who a.scended the throne by the 
name of Peter the Third, though a prince of weak 
intellect, began his reign with Some very laudable and 
popular regulations. The first use he made of his 
absolute power was to set the Russian nobility and 
gentry free, and to put them on a footing with those 
of the satire rank in the other more moderate govern- 
ments of Europe. He abolished the private chancery, 
a kind of state-inquifition : he recalled many unhappy 
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exiles from Siberia ; and, extending his benign views 
to his subjects of all conditions, he lessened the taxes 
upon certain necessaries of life, to the great relief of 
the poor. His foreign politics, in which Europe was 
principally concerned, seemed to be governed by the 
same mild spirit. He ordered a memorial to be deli- 
vered, on the 23d of February, to the ministers of 
his allies, in which he declared. That, in order to 
procure the re-establishinent of peace, as he preferred 
to every other consideration the first law which God 
prescribed to sovereigns, the preservation of the people 
intrusted to them, he was ready to sacrifice all the 
conquests made by the arms of Russia during the war, 
in hopes that the allied courts would, on their part, 
equally prefer the restoration of peace and tranquillity 
to the advantages which they might expect from the 
war, but which they could obtain only by a conti- 
nuance of the effusion of human blood. 

This declaration, however, was not made merely 
from motives of humanity. Besides an extravagant 
and childish admiration of the King of Prussia, Peter 
was ambitious of recovering from Denmark the duchy 
of Sleswick, to which he had some claims as the 
Duke of Holstein. His predilection for his native 
country rendered this object more valuable in his 
eyes than all the conquests of his predecessor j but 
he knew that he could not prosecute the attainment 
of it with sufficient vigour or likelihood of success, 
while the war with Prussia subsisted. He therefore 
ordered a cessation of arms, the 16th of March, on 
receiving an unsatisfactory answer tohis memorial from 
the courts of Vienna and Y ersailles ; and, in about six 
weeks after, he entered into an alliance with his favou- 
rite monarch, without paying the least regard to the 
interests of bis former confederates. He even joined 
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part of his forces to those of his new ally, in order to 
drive the AustHans out of Silesia, while he com- 
manded another army to march towards Holstein. 
Sweden soon followed the example, or rather acted 
under the direction of Russia, in concluding a peace 
with the court of Berlin. i 

The King of Prussia lost no time to profit by this 
great, and almost miraculous, revolution in his favour. 
The load which had so long oppressed him, and 
against which he had borne up with astonishing 
fortitude, being now much lightened, he was again 
enabled to exert the full powers of his genius against 
his remaining enemies. His first object was the 
Recovery of Schweidnitz, the next the expulsion of the 
Austrians out of Silesia j and in the attainment of 
these important ends he was greatly assisted by the 
valour and military .skill of his brother, Prince Henry, 
who gained a signal victory, on the 12th of May, 
over the Austrians and Imperialists, near Freyberg, 
in Saxony. By this blow the Princp became su fully 
master of that electorate, that the Austrians found it 
necessary to withdraw a considerable body of troops 
from the war in Silesia, to prevent, if possible, his 
making irruptions into the heart of Bohemia. Marshal 
Paun, how'ever, with a large army, still occupied some 
eminences in the neighbourhood of Schweidnitz, by 
which h^ was enabled to protect that city. But the 
King of Prussia, being joined by the Russian troops 
in~the latter end of June, undertook to dislodge the 
Austrian general from those advantageous posts, and 
finally succeeded. As a direct attack was found to 
be impractipable, the King had recourse to a variety 
of masterly movements, which made his adversary 
apprehensive for the safety of his principal magazine, 
^nd even that his communication wdth Bohemia might 

N 2 
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be Gilt off. The cautious Daun accordingly fell back 
to the frontiers of Silesia, and left SchM'eidnitz ex- 
posed. His Prussian Majesty immediately prepared 
for the siege, whilst different detachments of his 
troops, some on the side of Saxony, others on that of 
Silesia, penetrated deep into Bohemia, laid many parts 
of the country under contribution, and spread uni- 
versal alarm. 'A body of Russian irregulars also 
made an irruption into the same kingdom, and there 
retaliated on the Austrians those cruel ravages, which, 
at the instigation of the court of Vienna, the same 
barbarous enemy had formerly committed on the 
Prussian dominions. 

Whilst the indefatigable Frederick was thus con- 
ducting, with equal spirit and ability, that bold plan 
of operations which unexpected circumstances had 
enabled him to form, he was threatened with a sudden 
reverse of fortune, in consequence of another revolution 
in Russia. Peter the Third, in his rage for reform, 
made more new 'regulations in a few weeks than a 
prudent prince would have hazarded in a long reign. 
His first measures, as before observed, seemed well 
calculated to procure him the affections of his people ; 
but being of a rash and irregular turn of mind, he in 
many instances shocked their prejudices, even while 
he consulted their interests. They could give him 
but little credit for his early professions of humauity, 
when they saw that, instead of any sincere and rational 
endeavours to put a stop to the calamities of war, he 
had brought in new subjects of dispute, and, by 
threatening Denmark, left not a single power in the 
north in a state of assured tranquillity. The prefer- 
ence he so manifestly gave to the chance of an incon- 
siderable conquest in Holstein over the solid and 
yaluable acquisitions made by his predecessor; his 
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boundlesA admiration of a prince with whom Russia 
had been so lately and so longc in a state of the most 
violent hostility ; his little reg’urd for his own dignity 
in soliciting a command in the Prussian service, and, 
upon receiving it, displaying all the marks of an 
immoderate and puerile satisfaction ; hut, above all, 
the preparations he was making, in the immature 
state of his government, to quit his own empire, and 
to go into Germany, for the sake of an interview with 
that monarch, must have given the politicians of his 
country the most contemptible opinion of his under- 
standing. He disgusted the Russian Viobility by his 
flagrant partiality to foreigners : . he gave the like 
ofiehce to all the national forces, by constantly pre- 
ferring his Holstein guards, and by the change he 
made in favour of the Prussian uniform, to the exclu- 
sion of that in which the Russians thought they had 
so often asserted the honour of their country. But 
what he did in matters of religion was still more 
impolitic. He had been educated a Lutheran; and 
though he conformed to the Greek church, in order 
to qualify himself for the succession, he never shewed 
much respect to that mode of worship, to the rites 
and doctrines of which his subjects had been always 
extremely attached. Some innovations which he 
made in regard to images excited an alarm that he 
was about to change the whole system ; and these 
fears were increased by the suggestions of the clergy, 
whom he had imprudently provoked by an attempt to 
strip them of the greater part of their revenues, and 
an order, which, though of less moment, was hardly 
less offensive, " that they should be no longer distin? 
^uished by beards.” 

Whilst he was taking these steps to alienate tha 



^02 HlfiTORT OF ENGLAND. [ 1762 . 

minds of the people in general, and especially of 
those bodies whose attachment it was his great interest 
to secure, he had not the good fortune to live in union 
with his own family. He had long' slighted his 
consort, a woman qf a masculine understanding, by 
whose counsels he might have profited, and lived in a 
very public manner with the Countess of Woronzoff, 
to whom he seemed so much devoted, that it was 
generally believed he had some thoughts of shutting 
the Empress up in a convent, and of raising his 
mistress to the throne. The dissatisfied part of the 
nobility, clergy, and chief officers of the army, en- 
couraged by this domestic dissension, assembled in 
the capital, during the Czar’s absence at the country 
palace of Oranjebaum, deposed him formally, and 
invested the Czarina with the imperial ensigns. She 
then appeared on horseback, in the uniform of the 
guards, and putting herself at the head of the mal- 
contents, marched in quest of her husband, wim was 
indulging himself in indolent amusements when the 
terrible news reached him. As soon as he recovered 
from the first shock, he attempted to escape to 
Holstein, but was seized and thrown into prison, 
after having been induced, by the vain hope of life, 
to sign a paper, in which he declared his conviction 
pf his inability to govern the empire, and his sense of 
the distress it must be involved in w'ere he to continue 
at the head of affairs; declaring, before God, that 
|iis abdication was not the effect of compulsion, but 
pf the sense he had of his ^wn unworthiness. This 
powardly sacrifice of his character did not preserve 
his life : he expired a few days after, on the 6th of 
July j and his sudden death, which was said to be the 
^ffect of an hemorrhoidal cholic, excited neither 
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surprise nor speculation, as dethroned princes have 
seldom been allowed to lang-uish long in the glooms 
of a dungeon. 

Catherine the Second, who now assumed the reins 
of empire, pursued a line of conduct almost diame- 
trically opposite to that of her infatuated husband. 
Though a foreigner herself, she wisely dismissed all 
foreigners from her confidence and service : sha sent 
away the Holstein guards j and, in their stead, chose 
Russians, whose ancient uniform was revived wi tK 
new lustre, the Empress herself frequently appearing 
in it : she restored to the clergy their revenues and 
the privilege of wearing beards ; she conferred all the 
great offices of state on native Russians; and entirely 
threw herself on the affections of that people to whom 
she owed her elevation. It was even supposed, that, 
in compliance with their prejudices, she would disclaim 
and annul the treaty concluded between the late Czar 
and the King of Prussia, which was a very unpopular 
measure at Petersburg, But, fortunately for Fre- 
derick, the new .Empre.ss did not think her situation 
sufficiently secure to engage in foreign hostilities. 
It is also said, that upon searchings among lier hus- 
band’s papers for the Prussian monarch’s correspond- 
ence, she found that his Majesty had disapproved of 
all'Feter’s violent measures, and had counselled him 
to be tender of his consort, to desist from his preten- 
sions to Sleswick, and not to attempt any changes in 
the religion or the fundamental laws of his country. 
Letters of this kind must have tended very much to 
confirm her in her pacific disposition. She accord- 
ingly declared to the Prussian minister at her court, 
“ that she was resolved to observe inviolably, in all 
points, the perpetual peace concluded under the 
preceding reign ; but that she had thought proper. 
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hevertlielessy to order back to Russia^ by the nearest 
roadsj all her troops in Silesia, Prussia, and Pome- 
rania.” 'And althoug^h this change from a strict 
alliance to a mere neutrality made no small difference 
in the state of the King of Prussia’s affairs, yet it 
.mast be regarded, all things considered, as an escape 
scarcely less wonderful than the former, especially as 
all the important places which the Russians bad with 
so much bloodshed acquired> were faithfully restored 
to that monarch. 

His Prussian Majesty, instead of being discouraged 
by the order sent for the return of the Russians, only 
acted with the more vigour. He attacked Marshal 
Daun the day after its arrival, but before the news 
had reached the Austrian camp, and drove him, by 
terror, no less than force of arms, from the heights of 
Buckersdorf, with considerable loss. He. next in- 
vested Schweidnitz in person, and obliged that much 
contested town, though defended by a garrison of 
0,000 men, to surrender, after a siege of two months, 
in spite of the utmost efforts of Laudohn and Daun 
to obstruct his operations. The moment he found 
himself master of this city, and eventually of all 
Silesia, he turned his eye towards Saxony. He rein- 
forced his brother’s army in that electorate, and took 
some other steps, 'which seemed to, indicate a design 
upon Dresden. These preparations, and another 
victory obtained by Prince Henry near Freyberg, far 
more decisive than the former, induced the court of 
Vienna to conclude a cessation of hostilities with bis 
Prussian Majesty for Saxony and Silesia. In Conse- 
quence of this impolitic and partial truce, which 
provided neither for the safety of the dominions of 
the house of Austria, nor of those members of the 
empire that were attached to its interests, one body 
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of (he Pril$s^an iMriny biroke ijol? Bfth«mi«, advanced 
nearly to the ^atee of Pra^ne, and destroyed a valii- 
ahlo magazine; while another fell upon the sann» 
country in a different quarter^and laid the greater part 
of the town of Egra in ashes, by a shower of bombs 
and red-hot bullets. Some parties penetrated into the 
heart of Franconia, and even as far as Suabia. The 
money levied in these predatory expeditions is sup- 
posed to have amounted to 1,000,000/. sterling, 
200,000/. of which were paid by the industrious and 
free city of Nuremberg. Many of the princes and 
states found themselves obliged to sign a neutrality, 
in order to save their territories from farther ravages ; 
and most others were disabled by the late defeat in 
Saxony, or exhausted by the subsequent incursions. 

The other part of the German war, which rested 
wholly on the support of Great Britain, was pushed 
with a degree of spirit and perseverance by no means- 
inferior to the exertions of Prussia. The forces under 
Prince Ferdinand being amply provided with neces- 
saries, and recruited to the number of 100,000 effec- 
tive men, were the. first to take the held, and soon 
found au opportunity of striking a blow, the conse- 
quences of which were not recovered by the enemy 
during the remainder of the campaign. The French 
armies had also been augmented, so as still to preserve 
their former superiority of numbers; but their ge- 
nerals were changed. Marshal Broglio was recalled; 
and the command of the army on the Weser was 
given to the Prince of Soubise, assisted by Marshal 
d’Etrees; while the array on the Lower Bhine was. 
committed to the direction of the Prince of Gonde. 
The hereditary Prince was posted, with a strong, 
detachment, in the bishopric of Munster, to check 
the progress of the latter; and I^rince Ferdinand, in 
voi,, I. o 
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person, 'with the main body of hia forceps lay behind' 
the Dymel, to make head against the former, and, if 
possible,' to strip them of their conquests in Hesse. 
Their numbers, and the strength of their position, 
seemed equally discouraging to such an attempt. 
Their infantry consisted of 100 battalions: that of 
the allies was -composed but of sixty. The ground on 
which the French were encamped, near the village of 
Graebenstein, on the frontiers of Hesse, had been 
Tery judiciously chosen, both for command of the 
country, and the difficulty of approaching them. 
Their centre occupied an advantageous eminence : 
their left wing was almost inaccessible, owing to 
several deep ravines; and their right was covered by 
the adjoining village, by several rivulets, and a large 
detachment, under one of fheir best officers, Mon- 
.sieur Castries, In such a situation they imagined 
they had nothing to fear, particularly as a consider- 
able corps of the allied army, under General Luckner, 
was employed at some distance in watching the mo- 
tions of Prince Xavier of Saxony. Prince Ferdinand 
availed himself of their security. He sent proper 
instructions to Luckner, wlm, leaving a party of 
Hessian hussars behind him to amuse the Prince of 
Saxony, and marching full speed in the night with 
the rest, crossed the Weser, turned the right of the 
French army, and, undiscovered, placed himself upon 
their rear. General Sporken, had orders to advance 
in another direction, and to charge the same wing in 
flank. Prince Ferdinand was to fall upon the centre ; 
while the hononr and danger of attacking their left 
wing were consigned to the Marquis of Granby. 
The necessary preparations were made with so much 
judgment, celerity, and order, that the French Irad no 
intimation of the design before they found themselves 
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attacked with the utmost impetuosity in front, 6ank, 
and rear. The right wing, under Castries, retired 
in tolerable order j but the rest of the army must 
have been totally routed, if Monsieur Stainville, who 
commanded on the left, had not thrown himself, wjth 
the flower of the French infantry, into a wood, which 
enabled him, for some time, to stop the career of the 
victors. His brave corps was a devoted sacriftce. 
All but two battalions were taken or cut to pieces. 
The other bodies, covered by this resolute manoeuvre, 
escaped to the other side of the Fulda, or took shelter 
jinder the cannon of Cassel. About 30G0 were made 
prisoners, and, among' them, almost 200 officers. 
The loss of the allies was inconsiderable. The 
Fng'lish, who were most engaged, had only a few men 
killed, and no officer of rank but Lieutenant-colonel 
Townshend, who fell in this action, which took place 
on the 24th of June. 

Whilst the French, under their late disaster, were 
unable to provide against sudden accidents, the Mar- 
quis of Granby and Lord Frederick Cavendish, at the 
head of a large body of British and Hanoverian, 
troops, appeared thirty miles behind them, with an 
intention to cut off their communication with Frank- 
fort, whence they drew all theh' subsistence. In this 
emergency, Rochatnbeau collected some brigades at 
Hamburg, to oppose the design of the English com- 
manders; but his party w'as dispersed, and almost all 
the important posts in the south of Hesse fell into the 
hands of the allies. To the north they were equally 
successful. They obliged Prince Xavier, with his 
Saxon troops, to abandon his advanced situation in 
Hanover, and to leave the French garrison at Got- 
tingen without support. The forces there, despairing 
of their ability to defend it, soon evacuated the place, 
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Some other adrantag'es were faihed near Miinden, 
where 1100 of the enemy Were made prisoner!), the 
intrenchments of their left win^ were seized, and the 
works destroyed. Thas harassed on every side, they 
called the army of the Lower Rhine to their assist- 
ance. Bein^ resolved not to hazard an engagement 
tiefore its arrival, they quitted the heights of Mulsin- 
g'en, tlioogh a post of the utmost sti'ength and conse- 
quence, fell back behind the Fulda, and left Cassel 
uncovered ; but, in their retreat, they threw into it a 
garrison of 10,000 men, to resist any nttempts that 
might be made by Prince Ferdinand. He began the 
aiege, however, without lo.ss of time ; nor did he 
relinquish that object, notwithstanding the defeat of 
the hereditary Prince by the Prince of Comle at 
Johannisberg, in which the former lost above 3000 
men, and was himself dangerously u'ounded. After 
a variety of subsequent efforts, on the part of the 
united French armies, to relieve Cassel, they were at 
length forced to abandon it to its fate ; and the 
garrison surrendered on the Ist of November to the 
victorious arms of the allies, who closed, with this 
exploit, the career of their military operations. 

The events of this campaign in Germany, though 
distinguished for their brilliancy and magnitude, were 
not of so much real importance to Great Britain as 
those which took place at the same time in the south 
of Europe. One of the first schemes projected by 
the courts of .^^ersailles and Madrid, after their 
avowed junction, was an attack upon the kingdom of 
Portugal, by means of which they hoped at least to 
involve England in a new land war, and to divert her 
strength and attention from distvjit conquests or navtd 
enterprises. As the Portuguese had, in reality, given 
provocation to no one, war was totally unexpected, 
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%[nd they were, Consequently, nlto^etber unprepared 
to oppose an enemy. Their army had been suHered 
to muni Jer -away, and the part of it that remained 
Was without discipline, and without officers. Their 
fortresses on the frontiers were also none of them in 
a condition to sustain a regular siege. The marine 
was not on a more respectable footing : six or seven 
ships of the line, and a few frigates, composed all the 
naval force fit for service. To complete this pictnre 
of their national weakness, it must he added, that the 
kingdom was not yet recovered from an earthquake, 
which had laid the capital in ruins, and from a civil 
convulsion, in which persons of the first rank in 
Tortuga! had suffered for an attempt on the King’s 
life. The throne was endangered by the very means 
taken to secure it. The number of executions served 
only to increase the disgust of the nobility, many of 
whom were the friends or relations of the unhappy 
sufferers. The expulsion of the Jesuits was also 
resented by the Pope, in who.se opinions the rest of 
the clergy were too ready to concur ; and the body 
of the people, enslaved by the most abject supersti- 
tion, made light of their allegiance to a sovereign at 
enmity with the Holy See. 

Such was the state of tlie kingdom -of Portugal 
when the Spanish forces marched towards its frontiers, 
and the ministers of France and Spain presented to' 
the court of Lisbon a joint memorial, in order to 
persuade his most faithful Majesty to enter into the 
alliance of the two crowns, and to co-Operate in their 
scheme for the humiliation of Great Britain. In that 
memorial they insisted largely ow the tyranny exer- 
cised by England over all other powers, especially ni 
maritime affairs, and which the Kings of Spain and 
Portugal were equally commanded, by the ties of 
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blood and tlieir common interest, to oppose. They 
concluded with declaring, that as soon as his most 
faithful Majesty had taken his resolution,- which they 
doubted not would prove favourable, their troops 
were ready to enter Portugal, and garrison the for- 
ti'esses of that kingdom, in order to avert the danger 
to which it might otherwise be exposed from the 
naval force of Great Britain. To this extraordinary 
memorial, which was presented on the 16th March, 
the two ministers added, that they were ordered by 
their courts to demand a categorical answer in four 
days, and that any farther deliberation would he con- 
sidered as a negative. 

The King of Portugal’s situi^ion was now truly 
critical. If, contrary to the established connexions 
of his crown, to its supposed interests, and in viola- 
tion of the faith of treaties, he should engage in this 
proffered alliance, he must expect to see his most 
valuable settlements, Brazil and Goa, fall a prey to 
his ancient and injured ally ; and Lisbon and Oporto, 
his chief cities, laid in ashes by the thunder of the 
English navy. Nor was this the worst. Having ad- 
mitted garrisons into his principal places of strength, 
the implied condition of his accession to the Bourbon 
confederacy, he must necessarily lay his account with 
being reduced to the abject state of a vassal of Spain. 
If. on the other hand, he should adhere to his en- 
gagements, and resolve to maintain his honour and 
independency, an army of 60,000 Spaniards was 
ready to enter bis kingdom, and reduce it to the 
condition of a conquered province. His most faithful 
Majesty’s firmness, on so trying an occasion, is worthy 
of applause. In answer to the insulting proposition 
of the house, of Bourbon, he observed, with judgment 
and temper, that his alliance with England waf 
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ancient, and coni«equentIy could g'ive no rea.sonable 
offence at tlie present crisis : that it was purely 
defensive, and therefore innocent in all respects: 
that the late sufferings of Portugal disabled her,'wero 
she even willing, from taking part in an offensive 
war, into the calamities of which neither the love he 
bore to liis subjects as a father, nor the duty by which 
he was bound to them as a king, would suffer him to 
plunge them. The Bourbon courts denied that this 
alliance was purely defensive, or entirely innocent ; 
and for this astonishing reason, that the defensive 
alliance is converted into an offensive one “ from the 
situation of the Portuguese dominions, and the nature 
of the English power.” The English fleets, said 
they, cannot keep the sea in all seasons, nor cruise on 
the coasts best calculated for cutting off theErench 
and Spanish navigation, w'ilhoutthe harbours and the 
friendly assistance of Portugal ; “ nor,” added they, 
“ could those haughty islanders insult all the maritime 
powers of Europe, if the riches of Portugal did not 
pass into their hands.” They also endeavoured to 
awaken the jealousy of his most faithful Majesty, by 
representing his kingdom as under the yoke of Eng-^ 
land ; and told him that he ought to be thankful for 
“ the necessity w'hich they had laid upon him to make 
use of his reason, in order to take the road of his 
glory, and embrace the common interest.” Although 
the King was sensible that the necessity here alluded 
to was the immediate march of the Spanish army to 
take possession of his dominions, he was not intimi- 
dated. The treaties of league and commerce between 
Great Britain and Portugal were such, he maintained, 
as the laws of God, of nature, and of nations, have 
always deemed innocent. He entreated their most 
Christian and Catholic Majesties to consider that 
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they were giving <(n ej;L»inpIe. whict^ WQuld le^d to 
tbe utter dtstrucitao of mtinkind ; that there waH an 
end of public aafeity, if neutral piovera were to bo; 
attacked, because they hayei entered into defensive 
alliaucea with powers at war; that if their troopa 
^uld invade bis dominions, be would, therefore, iuv 
vindication of hia oeutralityj endeaYour to repel them 
with all his forces, and those of his allies- He con- 
cluded with declaring', “ That it would affect him 
less, though reduced to the last extremity, of which 
the Supreme Judge was the sole arbiter, to let the 
last tile of his palace fall, and to see his faithful sub- 
jects spill the last drop of their blood, than to sacrifice, 
together with the honour of his cro^n, all that Por- 
tugal held most dear, and to subnait, by such extra- 
ordinary means, to become an unheard-of example 
to all pacific powers, who would no longer be able' 
to enjoy the benefit of neutrality, whenever a war 
should be kindled between other powers, with whom 
the former were connected by defensive treaties.” 
In consequence of this magnanimous declaration, 
the ministers of France and Spain immediately left 
Lisbon ; and their departure was soon followed by it 
declaration of war. 

From the account already given of the state of 
Portugal at this crisis, it is easy to conceive how 
unable she must have been of herself to resist SP 
formidable a combination. Tet, strange as it may 
'seem, her very distresses proved in some respects 
serviceable to her. The extreme barrenness pf the 
country rendered if difficult fqr an army to subsist in 
it- The badness qf tbe roads, and the frequency and 
steepness of the mountains, which occupy the greatest 
part of that kingdom, made a rapid progress imprac- 
ticable, and facilitated the only defence which the. 
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armed peasantry, the chief force of the country, m ere 
qualified to make. The dang‘er also from without 
appeared at once to put a stop to all internal feuds 
and jealousies ; and people of every rank were ani- 
mated with such a sincere and inveterate hatred to 
the Spanish name, and were filled with so much terror 
at the prospect of falling a second time under their 
old tyrants, that g^rrat hopes were entertained of their 
exerting themselves to the utmost on this occasion, 
and of their rousing that martial spirit for which the 
nation had been formerly distinguished. 

But the grand reliance of his most faithful Majesty 
was on the support of England. His ambassador at 
London explained to the ministry his master’s alarm- 
ing situation, and urged the justic e of his claims to 
the most immediate and effectual relief. Besides a 
formal demand of the succours stipulated by subsisting 
treaties, he expressed a desire that his master should 
be supplied with a number of al)le officers to com- 
mand, train, and conduct the forces of Portugal, 
which had been long disused to war; and that his 
Britannic Majesty would continue to favour him with 
such farther help as his pressing necessities might 
require. The greater the weakness of Portugal was, 
the more conspicuous were the magnvuiimity and 
resources of Great Britain, who alone seemed to 
balance all Europe, and was able, in the close of an 
expensive war, to prop up, by her generous support, 
the tottering fortune of so feeble an ally. She sent 
to Portugal officers, troops, artillery, arms, military 
stores, provisions, money, every thing which could 
enable the Portuguese to exert their natural strength, 
and every thing which could' supply that strength 
where it was deficient. Before the actual com- 
mencement of hostilities, Lord Tyrawley, a noble- 
VOL. 1. P 
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man of great military talents and experience, and 
wlio had formerly resided as ambassador at Lisbon, 
was sent thither as plenipotentiary, with instructions 
to examine the state of the Portuguese forces, and 
to assist the ministry of that kingdom with his best 
advice in forming their army, and in making proper 
dispositions for the defence of their frontiers. He 
was also to have the command of the British auxili- 
aries, consisting of about 8000 troops, partly drawn 
from Belleisle, and partly from Ireland, where two 
regiments of Roman Catholics had been raised for 
this service. But his lordship, though in other 
respects very highly tu;complished both as a general 
and statesman, was rather proud and impetuous. 
He took offence at the conduct of the King of Por- 
tugal’s ministers, at the want of vigour in their couur 
cils, and at theiT unwillingness to adopt any of his 
spirited suggestions. In the dispatches he sent home, 
his lordship complained, that they had misrepresented 
the state of their forces to the court of Great Britain ; 
that they had not taken any proper steps to secure 
their frontier places ; that they amused him with 
general promises, and evasive answers, and started 
frivolous objections to the measures which he pro- 
posed for the operations of the war. He even charged 
them with want of sincerity, and hinted a suspicion 
that the rupture between Portugal and Spain was a 
mere collusion, to make a diversion of British troops 
and treasure in favour of the latter. As these sus- 
picions were evidently unfounded, his lordship was 
recalled, very early in the campaign, from a situation 
where he could be no longer useful. There was, 
however, some reluctance on the part of the people 
of Portugal, who were bigoted to the Catholic faith, 
to receive aid from heretics, by whom they scarcely 
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thought it possible that they could be effectually 
defended. 

When the Bourbon courts made "war against Por- 
tugal, the declared object was to cut off Great Britain 
'from the use of the ports of that kingdom. They 
accordingly aimed their principal endeavour.s at the 
two great ports to which the English principally 
resort, Oporto and Lisbon, and three inroads were 
proposed to be made, one to the north, another more 
to the south, and the third in the middle provinces, 
to preserve a communication between the two former. 
The first army that entered upon the execution of 
this plan, was commanded by the Marquis de Sarrin. 
It penetrated into the north-east angle of Portugal, 
and advanced towards Miranda. This town, though 
not in a good state of defence, might have held out 
for some time : but a powder magazine having blown 
up^by accident, the fortifications were ruined; and 
the Spaniards, before they had raised their first bat- 
tery, marched into the town by the breaches in the 
wall. They met with still less opposition at Bra- 
ganza, a considerable city, from which the royal 
family of Portugal derives its ducal titles. The gar- 
rison retired with precipitation at their approach, and 
the magistrates presented the keys of the town to the 
Spanish commander. The town of Moncorvo sur- 
rendered in the same manner to one of their detach- 
ments; and every thing was cleared before them to 
the banks of the Douro. A party under Count 
O’Reilly made a forced march of fourteen leagues, in 
two days, to the city of Chaves, which was immediately 
evacuated. By these successes they became masters 
of almost the whole of the extensive province of 
Trains Montes, and their progress spread a general 
alarm. Oporto was almost given up as lost; and the 
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Admiralty of England prepared transports to carry 
off the effec ts of the British factory. However, the 
body which had traversed this province without 
resistance, was repulsed in attempting to cross the 
river Doiiro. The inhabitants of the country, ani- 
mated and guided by some English officers, with a 
reinforcement of regular troops, seized a difficult 
pass, and drove the enemy back to Torre de Mon- 
corvo. In ravaging the open country, the Spanish 
soldiers committed some barbarities on the peasants; 
which were aftervi ards severely retaliated. The com- 
mon people, on both sides, naturally ferocious, had 
not been sufficiently inured to war, to moderate its 
fury, and reduce it under laws: an inveterate enmity 
subsisted between them ; and, in every encounter, 
the victorious party attended only to the dictates of 
rancour and revenge. 

Another corps of Spanish troops, which took the 
central route, in order, as liefore intimated, to keep 
up an easy communication between the forces em- 
ployed in the northern and southern expeditions, 
entered the province of Beira, at the villages called 
Val de la Mula and Val de Coelha, They were 
joined by strong detachments, amounting to almost 
the whole army in Tralos Montes, and immediately 
laid siege to Almeida, the strongest and best provided 
place on the fronlic rs of Portugal, which was of the 
greatest importance from its midrlle situation, as the 
possession of it would greatly facilitate the operations 
upon every side, and would espei ially tend to forward 
an attempt upon Lisbon, towards which, at this time, 
all like endeavours of thu Spaniards seem to have been 
directed. The trenches were opened on the 2f)th of 
July : next day the besiegers were reinforced by 8000 
French auxiliaries ; and, on the 25th of August, the 
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garriNon capitulated, after having made a much longer 
and more resolute defence than was at first expected. 
This conquest left all the adjoining country at the 
mercy of the invaders. They spread themselves over 
the whole territory of Castel Branco, a princip'al dis- 
trict of the province of Beira, making their way to 
the southward, until they approached the banks of 
the Tagus. 

This rapid career of the Spaniards, was not, how- 
ever, of long continuance. Lord Tyrawlev’s disputes 
with the Portuguese ministry had hitherto prevented 
the allies from acting in perfect harmony and concert 
against the enemy. But after his recal, and the arri- 
val from Germany of a very celebrated officer, who 
was appointed commander-in-chief of all the forces, 
the affairs of the country began quickly to assume a 
different appearance. This officer was the Count de 
la Lippe Buckebiirg, who had commanded the artil- 
lery of the British army in Westphalia during the 
whole course of the war, and who had given tho 
most unequivocal proofs of his valour and capacity. 
He was accompanied by one of the Princes of Meck- 
lenburg Strelitz, brother to the Queen of Great Bri- 
tain, who resolved to make this campaign in Portugal. 
He also found at the head of the British troops some 
generals well qualified to assist him both in the coun- 
cil and in the field. Lord Tyrawley had left behind 
him his se^Jiid in command, the Earl of Loudon, a 
man of great experience and sagacity. The next 
post was filled by Lientenant-general Townshend, 
who had served with high reputation in America j 
and the subordinates were Lord George Lenox, with 
the Brigadier-generals Crawford and Burgoyne, all 
of them officers of merit. As the Count de la Lippe 
was an entire stranger to all the subjects of debate 
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'which hnd existed between the late British com- 
mander and the court of Lisbon, more unanimity was 
now likely to prevail : the spirits of the whole nation 
began to revive ; and the hopes then formed of more 
successful exertions were fully justified by the event. 

The third body of Spanish troops, destined for the 
southern inroad into Portugal, assembled on the 
frontiers of Estremadura, with an intention of pene- 
trating into the province of Alentejo. Had this 
corps been joined to the others already in Portugal, 
it would probably have formed such an army as 
might liave forced its way to Lisbon ; had it acted 
separately, it might have distracted the defence, so 
as to enable some other corps to penetrate to that 
city. It was necessary to prevent, if possible, their 
entrance into Portugal ; since their mere entrance 
would have been almost equal to a victory on their 
side. The Count de la Lippe, therefore, formed a 
design of attacking an advanced party of them in a 
town on the frontiers, called Valencia d’ Alcantara, 
where he heard they had amassed considerable maga- 
zines. The conduct of this enterprise was committed 
to Brigadier- general Burgoyne. This active and 
judicious' officer, though at a distance of five days 
march, and in spite of all the disappointments and 
obstructions to which services of this kind are so liable, 
when they cannot be executed immediately, effected 
a complete surprise, of the enemy on the morning of 
the 27th of August. He hoped to have reached the 
place the night before, and had made the disposition 
for attack accordingly. But finding himself over- 
taken by day-light, he altered his plan, and advancing 
with his own dragoons, and a small party of irregular 
cavalry in full gallop, he entered the town of Valencia 
sword in hand ; dispersed the guards that were in tire 
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great square ; and secured the entrances into it with 
very little difficulty. The rest of his forces, consist- 
ing of British and Portuguese grenadiers, with some 
infantry, and a few armed peasants, soon came up. to 
his support. As the grenadiers inarched through the 
streets, several muskets were discharged at them from 
the windows ; but the brigadier soon put a stop to 
those cowardly efforts, by declaring that he would 
set fire to the town if they did not desist. The 
Spanish general who was to have commanded in the 
intended inva.sion,and his aid-de-camp, with other pri- 
soners, horses, arms, and ammunition, fell into the 
hands of the victor, who brought away hostages for 
the care of the wounded, and the payment of the 
King’s revenue for one year, as a consideration for 
having spared the town and convents. This important 
service was performed with very little loss on the part 
of the British troops, whilst one of the best regiments 
in the Spanish service was totally destroyed. Although 
the information which the Count de la Lippe had 
received about the magazines proved to be ground- 
less, the other advantages resulting from the enter- 
prise made ample amends for that disappointment. 
The taking of the Spanish general disconcerted the 
plan which he was then on the point of carrying into 
execution : for, at the very moment of his being made 
prisoner, he was actually employed in reconnoiteriiig 
the entrance into the province of Alentejo, where he 
proposed to march in a few days. This seemed to 
have been for some time the de.stination not only of 
the troops under the captured general’s command, 
but also the great object of the Spanish army which 
had hitherto acted in Beira. 

That part of the Bourbon army which acted in 
the territory of Castel Branco, had made themselves 
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masters of several important passes, which they obliged 
the Portuguese to abandon. They attacked the rear 
of the combined army, which was passing the river 
Alveitu with the appearance of a retreat; but, in 
reality, with a view to draw them insensibly into the 
mountainous tracts. Here they were repulsed with 
loss ; but still they continued masters of tlie country ; 
and nothing remained, but the passage of the Tagus, 
to enable them to take up their quarters in Alentejo. 
General Burgoyne, who was posted with an intention 
to obstruct them in their passage, lay in the neigh- 
bourhood, and withiii View of a detacheil camp, com- 
posed of a considerable body of their cavalry, near a 
village called Villa Vellia. As he observed that the 
enemy kept no very soldierly guard in this post, and 
were uncovered in their rear and flanks, he conceived 
a design of falling on them by surprise, which he 
confided to Colonel Lee, who turned their camp, fell 
upon their rear in the night of the 6th of October, 
made a considerable slaughter, dispersed the whole 
party, destroyed their magazines, and returned with 
scarce any loss. Burgoyne, in the mean time, sup- 
ported him by a feint attack in another quarter, which 
prevented the enemy’s being relieved from the adja- 
' cent posts. This advantage, being obtained in a 
critical moment, was attended with important con- 
sequences. The season was now far advanced, and 
the roads became impassable through heavy rains, so 
that the enemies, destitute of strong posts, and of 
magazines for the subsistence of their horse, retreated 
to the frontiers of their own country, where their 
supplies were at hand, and where they were not 
liable to be harassed by the efibrts of the combined 
army. Thus was Portugal saved by the wise con- 
duct of the Count de la Lippe, and the distinguished 
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valour of the English coftimanders and soldiery ; and 
thus did the insolent menaces of the Bonihon confe- 
deracy terminate in their own disappointment and 
confusion. There never was, probably, so heavy a 
storm of national calamity, ready to fall upon an 
unprovided people, so happily averted, or so spe dily 
blown over. Every thing, at the beginning of this 
campaign, bore the most lowering and ominous aspect 
to the /affairs of Great Britain. As it advanced, the 
sky eontinually cleared up ; and the fortune of no 
nation, towards the close of it, was enlivened with a 
more brilliant and unclouded prosperity. 

But it was at sea, the favourite element of Britain, 
that the success of her arms was most conspicuous. 
In vain had her enemies endeavoured to draw off her 
attention from maritime enterprises, and to employ 
her chief strength in continental wars ; she found 
means to baffle their most vigorous efforts, both in 
Germany and Portugal; while her glorious exertions 
by land, in the defence of her friends and allies, did 
not divert her from giving the fullest scope to her 
naval power, in the enlargement of her commerce and 
her conquests. The French West India islands were 
the first objects of attack; and the failure of the 
armament sent out against Martinico, in the year 
1759, under Mr. Pitt’s administration, did not dis- 
courage his successors in office from making another 
attempt. The preparations made for this purpose 
have been already explained. The squadron which 
sailed from England in October, 1761, with four 
battalions draughted from the garrison of Belleisle, 
having been reinforced at Barbadoes by eleven bat- 
talions from New York, and some regiments from the 
Leeward islands, proceeded, with the fleet already on 
that station, towards Martinico, on the 5lh ot Ja- 
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nuary. The whole armament consisted of about 
10,000 land forces, commanded by General Monckton, 
and eighteen ships of the line, besides frigates, fire- 
ships, and botnb-ketches, under the direction of Rear- 
admiral Rodney. They came within sight of Marti- 
nico on the 7th of January. On anchoring in St. 
Anne’s Bay, the Raisonnable man-of-war was lost by 
the unskilfulness of the pilot : the men were saved, 
with her stores and artillery. This place being judged 
improper fur a debarkation, the troops landed at the 
Bay of Petite Anse, and at a creek called Cas des 
Navires, on the ItJth, without the loss of a man, the 
ships having been disposed so properly, and having 
directed their fire with such effect, that the enemv 
warf obliged in a short time to abandon the batteries. 

After their landing, every step was attended with 
the utmost difficulty and danger; for though the 
French regulars were formidable neither for numbe. 
nor quality, their deficiency was supplied by the 
militia, which was well armed, well disciplined, and 
excellently qualified for service in the only kind of 
war that could be carried on in the country. Besides, 
the whole island, which is mountainous and unequal, 
is intersected with ravines and rivulets, so as greatly 
to impede the progress of an army, particularly with 
regard to its artillery. These obstructions were no 
where greater than in the neighbourhood of Fort 
Royal, against which the first regular attack was 
proposed. This town is commanded by two consi- 
derable eminences, called Morne Tortenson and 
IMorne Gamier, the natural strength of which was 
improved by every contrivance of art. The former 
was first to be reduced. A body of regulars and 
marines, supported by 1000 sailors in flat-bottomed 
boats, advanced on the right,' along the sea-shore, in 
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order to force the redoubts which lay in the lower 
grounds. On the left, towards the country, a detach- 
ment of light infantry, with a proper reserve behind 
them, was to turn the enemy’s flank 3 whilst the 
attack in the centre was made by the British grenar 
diers and the remainder of the army, under the Are 
of batteries erected, with great labour, on the opposite 
heights. The judgment displayed by the commander, 
in making these dispositions for the attack, could only 
be equalled by the spirit and resolution o'f the troops. 
With irresistible impetuosity they successively carried 
the enemy’s woYks in every quarter. They drove the 
French from post to post, till, after a sharp struggle, 
the British banners were flxed on the top of the hill. 
Some of the fugitives were pursued to the very gates 
of the town : others saved themselves on Morne 
Gamier, which being much higher than Morne Tor- 
tenson, left the victorious troops still exposed to great 
annoyance fi jm the enemy, and three days elapsed 
before proper arrangements could be made for dislodg- 
ing them. In the nidst of these preparations, their 
whole force descended from the hill, sallied out of the 
town, and made a furirus assault on the advanced 
posts ; but they were immediately repulsed by the 
Sritish troops, who, hurried on by their ardour, im- 
proved a defensive advantage into an attack, passed 
the ravines, mingled with the enemy, scaled the hill, 
seized the batteries, dispersed the militia, and drove 
the regulars into the town. All the situations which 
overlooked and commanded Fort Royal being now 
securei^ the batteries against it were no sooner com- 
pleted, than it surrendered, on the 4th of February j 
and, in three days after, Pigeon Island, which was 
deemed one of the best defences of the harbour, 
followed the example of the citadel. Fourteen French 
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privateers were found there ; and a much greater 
number, from other ports in the island, were after- 
wards delivered up to Admiral Rodney, inconsequence 
of the favourable terms granted to the inhabitants. 
Still, however, St. Pierre, the capital, remained to 
be reduced 3 and it was apprehended that the resist- 
ance there might be considerable, if the spirit of the 
garrison corresponded with the strength of the forti- 
fications, and with the natural advantages of the 
country. Rut the reduction of Port Royal had 
greatly abated the enemy’s confidence. The militia, 
in particular, despaired of making aily effectual de- 
fence. The planters also were apprehensive ot having 
their estates ruined by the continuance of hostilities, 
or perhaps of losing all by letting slip the opportunity 
of a favourable capitulation. Influenced by these 
motives, and disheartened by the train of misfortunes 
which had every where attended the French arms, 
they resolved to hold out no longer ; and on the 1 2th 
of February, just as General Monckton was ready to 
embark fur the reduction of St. Pierre, he was pre- 
vented by the arrival of two deputies, who came to 
capitulate for the surrender of that place, and of the 
whole island. 

The conquest of Martinico, which was the seat of 
the superior governmeiit, the principal mart of trade, 
and the centre of the French force in the Caribbees, 
naturally drew after it the submission of all the de- 
pendent islands. Grenada, though, from the nature of 
its .situation, it might have made a vigorous defence, 
surrendered without opposition. The British troops 
found as little difficulty in taking possession of St. 
Lucia, TobagOy and St. Vincent, the right to which 
had so long been an object of dispute between the 
two nations. The Grenadiites, and the other little 
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isles, 'which are scattered up and down in the same 
seas, were incapable of -making* any resistance; and 
it is also probable, that if they had been places of 
greater strength, the prosperity of Guadaloupe under 
the British government would have been a strong 
temptation to their easy surrender. St. Domingo was 
the only spot which the French still retained in the 
Archipelago of America; and the loss of that did 
nut apj.ear to be far distant. An object of more 
con.se((nence diverted the storm to one of the most 
valuable possessions of the Spaniards in the West 
Indies. 

Before the success of the expedition against Marti- 
nico was known in England, the ministry, conhdNit 
that it could not have failed, had given orders for a 
considerable part of the forces employed there to re« 
embark, and to sail in a westerly direction to a certain 
latitude, where, in case of a rupture with Spain, they 
were to be joined by another armament, in order to 
make a descent upon the island of Cuba. The latter 
' squadron left Portsmouth the Sth of March, and 
happily met the proposed division of the former fleet, 
under Sir James Dongles, at CapeNichola, the north- 
west point of Hispaniola, on the 27th of May. After 
this junction, their force amounted to nineteen ships of 
the line, eighteen small vessels of war, and near 150 
transports, ' with about 10,000 troops on board : 4000 
more were also expected from North America. Lord 
Albemarle, the friend and disciple of the Duke of 
Cumberland, had the command of the land forces ; 
the marine was under Admiral Pococke, who having 
contributed, by his valour, towards that .sovereignty 
which his country had obtained in the East Indies, 
was. now chosen to extend its empire in the West. 
As the hurricane season was more to be dreaded than 
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the resistance of the enemy, the utmost expedition 
was necessary. The admiral, therefore, instead of 
keeping to the south of Cuba, resolved to run along' 
the northern shore of that island, through the old 
streights of Bahama, a much shoiter but more dan- 
gerous passage, being very narrow, and bounded on 
both sides by sands and shoals, which render the 
navigation extremely hazardous. There w'as no pilot 
in the Beet whose experience could be-depended on ; 
the admiral, however, being provided with a good 
chart of Lord Anson’s, was determined to make the 
experiment. So bold an attempt had never been 
made ; but every precaution was taken to guard it 
from the imputation of temerity. A vessel was sent 
to reconnoitre the passage, which was then ordered 
to take the lead : some frigates followed ; sloops and 
boats were stationed on the shallows to the right and 
left, with well-adapted signals both for the day and 
tha night ; the fleet moved in seven divisions ; and 
being favoured with ])lea.sant weather, they, without 
the smallest loss or interruption, got clear through 
this perilous passage, 700 miles in lengtli, on the 5th 
of June, having entered it the 27th of May. 

The Havannah was now before them. This place 
is not denominated the capital of Cuba : St. Jago, 
situated at the south-east part of the island, has that 
title : but the Havannah, though the second in rank, 
is the first in wealth, size, and importance. The 
harbour, which is perhaps the best in the world, is 
sufficiently capacious to contain 1000 sail of the 
largest ships, having almost throughout six fathom 
water, and being perfectly covered from every wind. 
Here the rich fleets from the several parts of the 
Spanish settlements rendezvous before they finally set 
out on their voyage to Europe;— a circumstance 
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which has rendered the IfavannE|h one of the most 
opulent, flourishing’, and populous t'ities in the western 
world. Suitable to its importance was the care with 
which it was fortifled. The Moro, a very strong 
fort, having two bastions toward the sea, and two 
more on the land side, with a wide and deep ditch 
cut out of a rock, and another fort, called the Puntal, 
were well calculated for the defence of the harbour. 
Some batteries likewise opened upon the country, 
and flanked part of the town wall. But this wall, 
and the fortifications of the city itself, were not in 
very good condition. The wall and the bastions 
w-anted repair : the ditch was dry, and of no consi- 
derable width ; and the covered way was almost in 
ruins. It has therefore been thought, by some military 
men, that the operations ought to have been begun 
with the attack of the town by 1-and ; especially as it 
was utterly impracticable to attack it by sea, the 
entrance of the harbour being not only defended by 
the forts, but by fourteen Spanish ships of the line, 
three of which were afterwards sunk in the channel, 
and a boom laid across it. Lord Albemarle thouofht 
otherwise. He resolved to begin with the siege of 
the Moro, and he certainly had some plausible reasons 
for doing so. He knew that the reduction of that 
fort must infallibly be followed by the surrender of 
the city ; whereas, if he had attacked the town first, 
his army might have been .so much weakened as to be 
unable to surmount the vigorous resistance of the fort, 
defended by the garrison, and by the flower of the 
inhabitants, zealous to save their own and the public 
treasure. On the other hand, if the town had been 
first attacked, the dry wall that covered it might not 
have held out four and twenty hours ; the Spanish 
generals, the council, and the regency, who must 
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thereby have fallen into his lordship’s hands, would 
have readily capitulated for the Moro ; and, at all 
events, he would have prevented the fort from rei^eiv- 
ing any assistance or provisions from the city during^ 
the siege. 

But whatever errors may be pointed out in the 
conduct of the English commander, that of the Spa- 
niards was deserving of much severer censure. Though 
apprised, above a month before, that war had com- 
menced between the two nations, the British fleet 
was upon their coasts, and they had made no provision 
of balls of a proper size fur their cannon, nor of 
cartridges ; nor had they a single gun or flrelock fit 
for immediate use. All was confusion and alarm. 
Common prudence would have suggested the propriety 
of keeping their fleet ready fur action ; and as they 
were not far from an equality, and could he of very 
little service in the port, they should have put out to 
sea, and hazarded the i.ssue of an engagement. A 
battle maintained with spirit, though filially unsuc- 
cessful,- might have so far disabled their opponents 
as to unfit them for any farther attempts, after a 
dear-bought naval victory. The loss of the whole 
Spanish fleet in this way might have saved the city ; 
but, the city once taken, nothing could possibly save 
the fleet. Either through extreme cowardice or 
infatuation, the only use they made of their shipping 
was to sink three of them behind a strong boom at the 
mouth of the harbour. 

When the British commanders had got every thing 
in readiness for landing, the Admiral, with a great 
part of the fleet, bore away to the westward, and 
made a feint of disembarking the troops ; while a 
detachment, protected by Commodore Keppel and 
Captain Harvey, -approached the shore to the east- 
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wardj and landed there without opposition, a small 
fort having been previously silenced. On this side 
the principal army was destined to act. It was 
divided into two bodies ; the one being immediately 
occupied in the attack on fort Moro, and the other 
in covering the siege, and in protecting the parties 
employed in procuring water and provisions. The 
former corps was commanded by Major-general 
Keppel, and the latter by Lieutenant-general Elliot. 
A detachment under Colonel Howe was encamped 
near the west side of the town, tt) cut off the commu- 
nication with the country, and to keep the enemy’s 
attention divided. 

The hardships which the troops sustained in carry- 
ing on the siege are almost incredible. The earth 
was every where so thin, that it was with great diffi- 
culty they could cover themselves in their approaches. 
The want of water was also very di.stressing. They 
were obliged lo fetch it from a great distance, as there 
was not any spring or river near them ; and so scanty 
and precarious was the supply, procured with much 
labour, that they often found it necessary to have 
recourse to what the ships could afford. Roads of 
communication were to be cut through thick woods ; 
and the artillery was to be dragged, for a va.st way, 
over a rough rocky .shore. In these painful efforts, 
under a burning sun, many of the men dropped down 
dead with heat, thirst, and fatigue. Every obstacle 
was at length surmounted by the most astonishing 
perseverance ; and batteries, erected along a ridge on 
a level with the fort, were opened with great effect. 
The ships in the harbour were driven farther back, 
fio as not to be able to molest the besiegers j and a 
sally made by the garrison was repulsed with great 
slaughter. 
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Whilst these works were vigorously pushed oir 
shore, the navy, not contented with the great assist-' 
ance which they had before lent to the land service, 
resolved to make an attempt more directly within- 
their province. Accordingly on the 1st of July, the 
day that the batteries were opened, three of the largest 
ships, under Captain Harvey, laid their broadsides' 
against the fort, and began a terrible fire, which 
lasted seven hours without intermission. The Moro 
returned it with great constancy, and being situated 
on a very high and steep rock, was proof against all 
efforts, whilst the guns from the opposite fort of 
Puntal, and from the town, g.illed them so- much,- 
that, to save the ships from absolute destruction, they 
were at length obliged, unwillingly, to bring them 
off. Even this retreat was not effected without diffi- 
culty, as they were very much shattered in so long 
and unequal a contest. But though no- impression 
was made on the works which the ships attacked, the 
attempt was of considerable service. The attentiou 
of the defendants was so much engaged, that they 
neglected the other side of the fort, and allowed the 
lire of the English batteries to become superior. As 
soon, however, as the Spaniards were released from 
the ships of war, they revived their defence oi> the 
land side with great spirit. An unremitted cannonade 
was kept up by both parties for several days ; and 
the military skill and spirit of the assailants were put 
to the severest trial. In the midst of this sharp and' 
doubtful contention, the capital battery against the 
fort took lire, and being chiefly constructed of timber 
and fascines, dried by intense heat, the flames sooa 
became too powerful for opposition. The battery 
was almost wholly consumed. The labour of 60U>> 
men for seventeen days was destroyed in a few hours,. 
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and all was to bcg^in anew. This stroke was the 
more severely felt, as it happened at a time when the 
other hardships of the siege were become almost in- 
tolerable. The diseases of the climate, increased by 
rigorous duty, had reduced the army to half its 
number; 5000 soldiers were at one time unfit for 
service, through various distempers; and 3000 sailors 
were in the same miserable condition. The want of 
necessaries and refreshments aggravated their suffer- 
ings, and retarded their recovery. The provisions 
were bad, and the necessity of bringing from a dis- 
tance a scanty supply of water exhausted all their 
force. Besides, as the season advanced, the prospect 
of succeeding grew fainter. The hearts of the most 
sanguine sunk within them wdien they beheld this 
gallant army wasting away, and considered that the 
noble fleet, which had rode so long on an open shore, 
must be exposed to inevitable ruin, if the hurricane 
season should come on before the reduction of the 
place: A thousand languishing and impatient looks 
■were cast out for the reinforcement which was ex- 
pected from North America, but none appeared ; 
and the few who still preserved some remains of 
strength were obliged to bear up, under the load of 
double duty, and of alllicting aiTcidents. Another 
battery took fire before the former could be repaired, 
and the toil of the besiegers unfortunately increased 
in proportion as their strength was diminished. 
Many fell into despair, and died, overcome with 
fatigue, anguish, and disappointment. But however 
great thedistresses,howeversmallthenumbers, of those 
that were left, they made efforts which .would not have 
disgraced the largest and best appointed army. The 
rich prjze which lay before them, the shame of return- 
ing home baffled, and .even the strenuous resistance of 
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the enemy, engaged their interest, their honour, their 
pride, and roused them to the exertion of every nerve. 
The batteries were replaced : their fire became equal, 
and soon superior, to that of the fort ; they silenced 
its guns ; they dismantled its upper works ■, and on 
the 20th of July they made a lodgement in the 
covered way. In gaining this grand advantage they 
were greatly assisted by the arrival, a few days before, 
of some merchant’ships that were bound from Jamaica 
to England. By these they were .supplied with 
several conveniences for the siege, particularly with 
cotton hags, which were of the utmost service to the 
engineers, as they could not have otherwise carried 
on their approaches by sap, the soil being so very thin 
as not to afford sufficient earth to cover them. Not 
many days after, they received a considerable part of 
the reinforcement from America, Four of the trans* 
ports had been wrecked in the streights of Bahama ; 
but the men were saved on the adjacent islands, and 
brought off" by five sloops, which the Admiral de- 
tached on this service. He received information, at 
the same time, that five other transports, having 
about 500 soldiers on board, had been taken by a 
French squadron. All the rest 6f the troops arrived 
in perfect healths These favourable events gave 
fresh vigour to the operations of the siege : but a 
sudden difficulty appeared ju.st at the seeming accom- 
plishment of the work. An immense ditch, cut in the 
solid rock, eighty feet deep, and forty wide, yawned 
before them, and stopped their progre.ss. To fill it up 
appeared impo.ssible. Difficult as the w ork of mining 
was in those circumstances, it was the only expedient. 
It might have proved impracticable, had not a thin 
ridge of rock been fortunately left, to cover the ditch 
towards the sea. On this narrow ridge, the miners, 
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though quite exposed, passed the gulf with very little 
loss, and buried themselves in the wall. 

Tt now became visible to the Governor of the 
Havatinah that the Moro must he speedily reduced, 
if left to its own strength ; he therefore resolved to 
attempt something for its relief. Accordingly, on 
the ■22d of July, before break of day, a body of 1200 
men, chiefly militia, mulattoes, and negroes, were 
transported across the harbour, climbed the hills, and 
made three difl'erent attacks on the English posts. 
The ordinary’ guards, though surprised, defended 
themselves so resolutely, that the Spaniards made 
little impression, and were not able to ruin any part 
of the approaches. The attacked posts were .speedily 
I'einfoHccd ; and the enemy, who were little better 
tiian a disorderly rabble, were driven precipitately 
down the hill with great slang'hter : some gained 
their boats ; others were drowned ; and they lost in 
this well-imagined, but ill executed sally, upwards 
of 400 men. This was the last efl'ort for the relief 
of the Moro; which, abandoned as it was by the 
city, and while an enemy was untlermining its walls, 
held out with a .sullen resolution, and made no pro- 
posal to capitulate. At length, on the 30th of July, 
a part of the wall was blown up; and fell into the 
ditch, leaving a breach, which, though narrow and 
difficult, was judged practicable. The troops ordered 
on this mo.st dangerous service, rejoiced at the pros- 
pect of terminating their dreadful toils. They cheer- 
fully prepared for the as.sanlt, and mounting the 
breach, under the command of Lieut. Forbes, sup- 
ported by Lieut. -colonel Stuart, they entered the 
fort with so much order and intrepidity, as entirely 
disconcerted the garrison. Four hundred of the 
Spaniards were cut in pieces, or perished in attempt- 
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ing’ to escape ; the rest threw down their arms, and 
received quarter. The Marquis de Gonsalez, the 
second iii command, was killed in making brave, but 
ineffectual efforts, to stop the flight of his country- 
men ; and Don Lewis de Velasco, the governor, hav- 
ing collected a small body of resolute soldiei's in an 
entrenchment round the flag'-staff, gloriously fell in 
defending his colours, which nothing could induce 
him to strike. The English' had but two lieutenants 
and twelve men killed ; and one lieutenant, with four 
Serjeants, and twenty-four privtates wounded. 

No sooner did the Spaniards in the town and in 
fort Funtal see the besiegers in possession of the 
Moro, than they directed all their fire against that 
place. Meanwhile the British troops, encouraged by 
their .success, were vigorously employed in remoimt.- 
ing the guns of the captured fort, and in erecting 
batteries upon an eminence that commanded the city. 
These batteries being completed, and sixty piece.s 
of cannon ready to play upon the Havannah, Lord 
Albemarle, willing to prevent an unnecessary car- 
nage, sent his aid-de-camp, on the 10th of August, 
with a flag of truce, to summon the governor to sur- 
render, and make him sensible of the unavoidable 
destructioiT that was ready to fall upon the place. 
The governor replied, that he would hold out to the 
last extremity. But he was soon brought to reason. 
The very next morning, the batteries were opened 
against him with such effect, that in six hours all his 
guns were silenced : flags of truce were hung out in 
every quarter of the town ; and a deputy was sent 
to the camp of the besiegers, in order to settle the 
terms of capitulation, A cessation of hostilities 
immediately took place; and, as soon as the terms 
were adjusted, the city of Havannah, and a distrLcjt 
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of 180 miles to the westward included in its g'overn- 
ment, the Puntal castle, and the ships in the harbour, 
were surrendered to his Britannic Majesty. The 
Spaniards strug'gled a long time to save the men of 
war, -and to have the harbour declared neutral •, but, 
after two days’ altercation, they were obliged to give 
up those points as wholly inadmissible. The garrison 
were allowed the honours of war, and were to be 
conveyed to Spain. Private property was secured to 
the inhabitants, with the enjoyment of their former 
laws and religion. Without violating this article, 
which rendered the property of individuals sacred, 
the conquerors, who took possession of the city on 
the 14th of August, found a booty there, computed 
at near 3,000,000^. sterling, in silver and valuable 
merchandise belonging to the Catholic King, besides 
an immense quantity of arms, artillery, and military 
stores. 

This was the must considerable, and in its conse* 
quences the most decisive blow which had been struck 
since the beginning of the war. It united in itself 
(dl the honours and advantages that can be acquired 
in hostile enterprises. It was a military triumph, 
that reflected the brightest lustre on the courage, 
steadiness, and perseverance of the British troops. 
Its effect on the enemy’s marine made it equal to the 
greatest naval victory. Nine ships of the line and 
four frigates were taken : three of the former descrip- 
tion had been sunk by the Spaniards, as already 
mentioned, at the beginning of the siege,' to stop up 
the entrance into the port ; and two more, that were 
in forwardness on the stocks, were destroyed by the 
conquerors. The harbour itself was of still greater 
value than the fleet. It absolutely commanded the 
only passage by which the Spanish ships could sail 
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from the bay of Mexico to Europe ; so that the court 
of Madrid could no longer receive any supplies from 
the West Indies, except by such routes as were 
equally tedious and uncertain. The reduction of the 
Havannah, therefore, not only distressed the enemy 
by stopping the .sources of their wealth, but likewise 
opened to the Engli.sh an ea.sy avenue to the centre 
of their American treasures. The plunder found at 
this place should also be taken into the account; it 
impoverished Spain, and enriched the captors j and 
though it contributed nothing directly to the publio 
service, it might be said to increase the .stock of the 
British nation, and to supply those prodigious drains 
,of specie, foreign subsidies, and foreign armies. 

Tlie capture of the Spanish register ship, the Her- 
mione, which happened in the latter end of May, just 
as she was on the point of entering one of the ports 
of Old Spain, must be added to these resources. 
She was loaded with treasure and valuable effects, 
estimated at 1,000,000?. sterling, which was consi- 
derably more than had ever before been taken in any 
one bottom. The prize was brought from Gibraltar 
to England; and the gold and silver, being conveyed 
in covered waggons to London, was carried to the 
Tower vyith great parade. The waggons entered St. 
James's iStreet in the morning of the 12th of August,, 
just after her Majesty had been safely delivered of her 
first son, the Prince of Wales; aud the King, with 
many of the nobility, who were present, went to the 
windows ov6r the palace-gate to see the procession, 
and joined their acclamations to those of the populace 
on two such joyful occasions. 

But these losses, though immen.se, were not the 
only ones in which Spain was involved by her junc- 
tion with France. She soon received another wound 
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in a remote quarter, where she little expected so 
sudden an attack. The plan for invading the Philip- 
pine islands, which Colonel Draper had laid before 
the ministry upon the first rumour of a war with 
Spain, was now carried into execution. No' man 
was better qualified by military talents, and the most 
accurate local knowledi^e, to give it effect than the 
colonel himself. After the memorable defence of 
Madras in 1769, his bad state of health had obliged 
him to leave that country. He embarked,- in com- 
pany with the Hon. Captain Howe, then commander 
of the Winchelsea, for Canton in China, a city with 
which the inhabitants of Manilla, a principal port of 
the Philippines, carry on a considerable trade. He 
there discovered that the Spaniards in those islands, 
trusting to their remote distance from Europe, sup- 
posed any de.sign against them impracticable, and 
were, by that fatal security which is always the con- 
sequence of an ill-founded confidence, lulled into a 
total inattention to a regular military strength. The 
colonel's memorial on this subject was clear and 
satisfactory ; and the motives for encouraging the 
enterprise were very powerful. Besides the popular 
notions of wealth and plunder, .the pos.session of 
Manilla would have made Great Britain mistress not 
only of the rest of the Philippine islands, but of the 
Spanish trade to China ; and would have enabled her 
to cut off all farther communication between South 
America and the East Indies. On the other hand, 
the objections to the attempt were not incon.siderable. 
It was impossible to spare either ships or troops from 
England for ^be conquest, as the additional weight 
of Spain in the scale of France demanded the utmost 
exertions nearer jbome. The vast distance of the 
object, and the uncertainty of the time in which the 
VOL. T. S 
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expedition could be undertaken, were also no small 
difficulties ; but they were soon obviated. Nothing 
was demanded but a light frigate to carry Colonel 
liraper to Madras, where he arrived in the latter 
end of June, with orders to employ such of the troops 
and squadron then in India us could be spared, to 
execute his important project. This plan seemed the 
more feasible, as no great force was thought necessary 
to be kept in the peninsula after the total expulsion 
of the French, and the humiliation of the Dutch in 
that quarter. Still, however, something might be 
dreaded from the natives; and it would have been 
highly imprudent to weaken too much the defence of 
such valuable possessions, for the sake of any other 
uncertain object. The number of men, therefore,, 
allotted for this en^rprise was not considerable ; but 
the spirit of the troops, and the celerity and judgment 
with which the preparations were made, compensated 
every deficiency. The 79th regiment, the only regular 
corps that could be spared, was, by reputation, by 
service, and hy being long inured to the climate, 
almost equal to an army. A company of artillery, 
a body of marines, and some companies of seapoys 
were appointed to act with them' The whole force 
for the land operations amounted to 2300 men, com- 
manded by Brigadier-general Draper, who had been 
appointed to that rank on his arrival ; the naval force 
■consisted of nine men of war and frigates, besides 
some store-ships, under the direction of Rear-admiral 
Cornish. In three weeks the preparations for form- 
ing this body, and getting ready all the stores, were 
begun, completed, and the whole shipped through a 
raging and perpetual surf, which, in those climates, 
is one of the greate.st difficulties in any expedition. 
Buell uncommon dispatch was necessary on two 
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accounts. The season wa.s far advanced when the 
orders for tlie enterprise arrived ; and, if the north- 
west monsoon should set in before the ships made any 
great progress on their voyage, the success of the 
whole would have been rendered extremely preca- 
rious. The other consideration, which demanded all 
possible haste, was, that the English army might 
come to its destination, before the news of the rap- 
ture between England and Spain could reach the 
Manillas, and, by rousing the Spaniards from their 
ill-grounded security, give them time to put them- 
selves in the best posture of defence. The judgment 
w'ith which every arrangement was made equalled 
the celerity of the preparations. A ship offeree was 
dispatched before the fleet through the straits of Ma- 
lacca, to watch the entrance of the Chinese sea, and to 
intercept whatever vessels might be bound to Manilla> 
or sent from the neighbouring settlements, to give the 
Spaniardi^ notice of the design. As it was necessary to 
take in water at Malacca, a division of the squadron, 
with a considemble part of the land forces, was sent 
off two days before the rest could be got ready, that 
no delay might happen to the fleet in procuring this 
necessary refreshment. Before their departure, every 
point was settled with respect to the conduct of the 
enterprise, that no dispute might arise in the course 
of their operations. The East India Company were 
to have a third of the booty or ransom : the govern- 
ment of the conquered country was also to be vested 
in them ; and the land and sea forces were, by mutual 
consent, to share between them the several captures, 
according to the rules established in the navy. 

All things having been thus judiciously disposed, 
the last and grand division of the fleet set sail from 
Madras, the 1st of August. On the lOth of the' 
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same month, they arrived at Malacca, where having 
taken in refreshments, and other necessaries not already 
prorUJed for a sieg'e, they proceeded on their voyage, 
and in thirty-one^ days came in sight of the place 
of their destination. But notwithstanding all their 
efforts and dispatch, the shifting of the monsoons 
began now to display itself by very evident and 
alarming signs : the rain poured down in torrents j 
the wind became boisterous; and it was greatly to 
be feared, that, if the operations should be drawn into 
any length, the overflowing of the country would have 
macle all approaches to the city of Manilla by land 
impracticable, whilst the tempestuous weather would 
have rendered the assistance of the squadron preca- 
rious ip the siege, and even its safety very doubtful. 
These consic[crations, together with the confusion of 
t|^ enemy, who had received no intelligence of the 
breaking out of the war, determined the English 
commanders to make an immediate attack on the 
city itself, though it would have been otherwise 
desirable to have secured the fort and harbour of 
Cavite, which being only three leagues distant from 
Manilla, might afford an useful station for ships 
during the siege. In consequence of this resolution, 
proper dispositions were made for landing to the 
south of the town, on the 24th of September. The 
boats were ranged in three divisions, under .the pro- 
tection of the men of war. Frigates were ordered 
to the right and left, to cover their flanks by a brisk 
Are, and to disperse the enemy, who began to assem- 
ble in great numbers to oppose their descent. The 
coast was cleared by these measures ; and the troops 
having gained the shore, a few days were unavoid- 
ably spent in seizing the most advantageous posts, in 
erecting batteries, in securing the communication 
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M'ith the navy, and in reconnoiterin^ the roads and 
approaches to the town. They soon discovered that 
the plan of its fortifications, though regular, ^asnot 
completed. The ditch, in several important partSi 
had never been finished : the covered way was out of 
repair : the glacis was too low : some of the outworks 
Were not mounted with cannon; and the suburbs afford- 
ed shelter to the besiegers. The garrison consisted of 
800 regular troops ; and as the place was too exten-' 
sive to be surrounded by the English army, its com- 
munication was open with the country, which poured 
in to its assistance 10,000 natives, a fierce and daring 
race, as remarkable for their hardiness and contempt 
of death, as most of the other Indians are for their 
cowardice and effeminacy. Had it been the interest 
of the Spaniards to have taught them the use of arms, 
Manilla would have been impregnable. The gover- 
nor, who was also the archbishop of the Philippine 
islands, united in his own person, by a policy not 
without precedent in the Spanish colonies, the civil 
power, the command of the forces, and the eccle- 
siastical dignity. But however unqualified by^ his 
priestly character for the defence of a city, he seemed 
not unfit for it by his intrepidity and resolution. 

On the 26th of September, before batteries couhl 
be erected, the enemy attempted ^a sally with about 
400 men, but were repulsed with great loss. The 
superior skill and bravery of the British troops appeared 
in so striking a light in this little engagement, that 
it was thought it might prove an inducement to the 
governor to. aim at advantageous terms by an early 
surrender, but his answer to General Draper’s sum- 
mons was far more spirited than the late behaviour of 
his garrison, and it plainly appeared that he was deter* 
mined to carry bis resistance to the most desperate 
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extremities. The operations against the town were 
therefore pushed on with nnremitted vigour and dili- 
gence ; and, after some batteries for cannon and 
mortars were raised, the firing and bombardment 
continued night and day. The Indians renewed their 
attacks from time to time; but they rather molested 
than obstructed the progress of the besiegers, and, by 
frequent acts of savage cruelty, j)rovoked the most 
dreadful retaliation. The ships were placed as near 
the town as the depth of water would admit, and kept 
up a constant fire on the opposite side, which added 
not a little to the fatigue of the garrison, and to the 
confusion and terror of the inhabitants. Whilst the 
sie^ advanced in so successful a manner, by the per- 
severance and harmony of the land and sea forces* 
the elements threatened to destroy at once all the 
effects of their industry and courage. On the 1st of 
October, a deluge of rain poured down, accompanied 
by a violent storm of wind. The squadron was in 
the grente.st danger, and all communication with it 
entirely cut off. Astore-.ship, which had lately arriv- 
ed with the greatest part of the tools and necessaries 
absolutely requisite to complete the works, w'as driven 
on shore. The governor of the place added to the 
advantage of these appearances in his favour, by 
calling in the aid of his ecclesiastical character. To 
raise the spirits of the inhabitants, he gave out that an 
angel from the Lord was gone forth to destroy the 
English, like the host of Sennacherib. But the 
super, stitious illusion was of short continuance. By 
an extraordinary .species of good fortune, those 
menacing circumstances were attended with their 
particular advantages. The store-ship, by being 
driven on shore without any con.siderable damage, 
gave a ready access to all the military implements 
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and provisions, she contained, which could not other- 
wise have been supplied by boats in many days, as 
the wind continued to blow for a long- time, and a 
furious surf broke high upon the beach. Besides, iit 
the situation in which this vessel lay on shore, her 
cannon became, in a great degree, a protection to 
the English camp. The confidence, also, which the 
enemy reposed in the natural helps derived from the 
storm, and in those supernatural ones added by 
their credulity, rendered them more languid in their 
defence. Another advantage arose to the English 
fl^om the storm : the roaring of the waves prevented 
the Spaniards from hearing the noise of the operations 
carrying on in the night. Thus every circumstance, 
though at first so alarming, became favourable to the 
attack; and the besiegers proceeded with so much 
constancy and resolution, that, in the midst of this 
violent tempest, and deluged as they were with the 
heavy tropical rains, they erected a large battery for 
heavy cannon, and another for mortars; made good 
their parallels and communications; secured their 
most material posts; and put themselves in a condi- 
tion, immediately on the ceasing of the storm, to 
batter the place in breach. In less than two days all 
the defences of the Spaniards were destroyed ; and 
they had no resource left but in vigorous svillies. ' 

As the garrison continued to receive fresh rein- 
forcements of Indians from the interior of the country, 
they formed the plan of a double attack on two of the 
principal posts of the English, on the same morning. 
The first was made upon a cantonment of senineo) who 
had the chief management of the artillery, and against 
whom a successful . blow would therefore have been 
almost decisive. The second was to be directed 
towards a church which lay near the sea, covered a 



144 HISTOEY OF SVGLANDk [1762. 

Bank of the army, and had been of great consequence 
for protecting the besiegers in their approaches, both 
against the enemy’s fire and the inundation. About 
three hours before day on the 4th of October, 1000 
Indians marched out upon the first enterprise. They 
were much encouraged by the incessant fall of rain, 
which they flattered themselves would have rendered 
fire-arms useless, while they had nothing to appre-. 
hend, as they fought with bows and lances. Their 
approach was favoured by a great number of thick 
bushes, that grew upon the side of a rivulet, which 
they passed in the night. By keeping close to them, 
they eluded the vigilance of the patroles, and fell 
unexpectedly upon the quarters of the seamen. But 
these brave fellows, though surprised, and unable, 
from the darkness, to discern any thing of the enemy 
but the impetuosity of the onset, maintained their 
ground with immoveable firmness till day-break, when 
a picquet of the 70th regiment came to their relief. 
A total rout and miserable havoc of the savages then 
took place. Yet it was astonishing to see with what 
boldness and ferocity, naked as they were, they rushed 
on the very muzzles of the firelucks, redoubling their 
fury at every repulse, and, like wild beasts, gnawing 
even in death the bayonets of their enemies. Three 
hundred of them lay dead on the scene of action. 
Just as this attack had been defeated, the second was 
begun by another party of Indians, and a strong 
detachment of Spanish troops. Fortune, at first, 
seemed favourable to their hopes; for the seapoys, 
who defended the church, were easily driven from 
their post. The Spaniards then climbing up to the 
top, did great execution among, the troops who lay 
behind it, and who never flinched, though quite 
.exposed to their fire. After a warm contest, the 
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Eng-lish aokliers liavinir had some fielil-|iieces l)roiig;ht 
to llieir assistance, dislodged the enemy, seventy of 
whom they killed, but not without some loss. These 
were the last efforts made for the defence of the city 
of Manilla. The g^reater part of the Indians, dis- 
couraged by frequent and bloody repulses, returned 
to their own habitations. The fire from the gTifrison 
grew faint; and that of the besiegers was so well 
directed, that the breach appeared practicable. In 
such circumstances it might have been expected, that 
the governor would have offered to capitulate, in order 
to save the lives and property of the inhabitants, or 
that the garrison would have attempted to repair 
their works, and made preparations to defend the 
breach, but they held out with a sort of sullenuess, 
equally void of manly spirit, and of military skill. 
General Draper therefore took the most effectual 
means for carrying the place by assault. The troops 
having filed off from their quarters in small bodies, 
about four o’clock in the morning of the 6th of Octo- 
ber, advanced to the breach, which they mounted 
with spirit and rapidity ; drove the enemy from their 
works; and entered the place with little loss. An 
huiulred Spaniards and Indians, posted in a guard- 
house, refused to surrender, and were put to the 
sword. Three hundred more, who endeavoured to 
escape over a deep and rapid river, were drowned in 
the attempt. The governor retired into the citadel, 
but soon surrendered at discretion. Although the 
victors had a right to avail them.selves of all the pri ; 
vileges of conquest, they admitted the inhabitants 
to a capitulation, by which they engaged to pay 
4,060,000 of dollars as a ransom, to save the town 
from , a general pillage. It was stipulated, at the 
same time, that all the other fortified places in the 
VOL, J. T 



146 history OF ENGI^ANO. [ 1762 . 

island, and in all the islands dependant on its govern- 
ment, should also be surrendered to his Britannic 
Majesty. The whole range of the Philippines fell 
with the city of Manilla. 

During the siege. Admiral Cornish received intel- 
ti^ence, by the capture of an advice-ship, that the 
galleon Fhilippina, li'om Acapulco, was arrived at 
the straits which form the entrance into the archi- 
pelago of the Philippines, 'and the Panther man of 
war and Argo frigate were immediately dispatched in 
quest of her. They were out twenty-six days, when 
the Argo, in the evening of the JiOth of October, 
discovered a sail which they supposed to be the 
same they looked for. Just as the two ships were 
approaching their object, the Panther was driven by 
a counter current among shallows, and obliged to cast 
anchor. The Argo escaped the danger, overtook 
the galleon, and began a hot engagement with her, 
which continued for two hours ; but the frigate was 
so unequally matched and so roughly received by the 
Spaniard, that she was obliged to bring to in order 
to repair her damage, in this pause of action the 
current slackened •, and the Panther, by strenuous 
exertion, got under sail, with the 'galleon in sight, 
and about nine the next morning got up to her. Tt 
was not until she was bettered for two hours, within 
half musket shot, that she struck. So obstinate a 
resistance, with little activity of opposition, surprised 
the English. In her first engagement with the Argo, 
this galleon mounted only six guns, though she was 
pierced lor sixty. She had but thirteen in her 
engagement with the Panther. But she was a huge 
vessel, lying like a mountain in the water; and the 
Spaniards trusted entirely to the excessive thickness 
of her sides, not altogether without reason, for the 
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shot made no impres.sion upon any part, except her 
upper works. Another subject of surprise occurred 
after she struck. Instead of the American galleon, 
as was expected, returning with the treasures of 
Mexico to the Philippines, she proved to be the San- 
tissirna Trinidada, from Manilla, bound to Acapulco. 
She had proceeded a considerable way on her voyage, 
but, meeting with a hard gale of wind in the great 
South Sea, was dismasted, and obliged to put back 
to refit. Though the captors were disappointed in 
their hopes of a ship full of silver, their prize was of 
immense value, her cargo in rich merchandize being 
worth more than half a million. 

Whilst the most spirited measures were taken to 
secure all the avenues of the Spanish trade in the 
East and West Indies, it was deemed expedient to 
encourage some private adventurers, in an attack 
upon the colony of Buenos Ayres, in South America, 
the conquest of which would alford great security to 
the Portuguese settlements, and prove, at the same 
time, an excellent station for farther enterprises 
against the dominions of Spain upon the South Seas. 
The Portuguese, therefore, being no less interested 
than the English in the issue of this undertaking, 
readily concurred to promote its success. The em- 
barkation was made from the Tagus on the 30th 
of August, and the force consisted of three stout 
frigates, and some small armed vessels and store- 
ships, with 500 troops on board. They had for their 
commander Captain Macnamara, an officer of courage 
and experience. Their voyage to the mouth of the 
Plata, where they arrived on the 2d of Novemberj 
was expeditious and favourable ; but no sooner had 
they entered that vast river than they were attacked 
by a violent storm, attended with thunder and light- 
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ning’. , The river itself is shoaly, and its navigation 
dangerous, had there been no other difliculty to 
encounter, but tbe Spaniards were found better pre- 
pared for resistance than was expected, having even 
acted on the offensive with success, and taken, some 
time before, the Portuguese settlement of Nova Colo- 
nia, in which they found a very great booty, and a 
large quantity of military stores. On this view of 
things, the adventurers, after consulting together, 
judged it necessary to begin with the recovery of 
Nova Colonia, before they made any attack upon 
Buenos Ayres. An English pilot, who knew the 
place and river, undertook to carry the commodore’s 
vessel into the harbour, and within pistol-shot of the 
enemy’s principal battery, in which attempt there 
was ^reat reason to expect success ; the ships were 
ill good order, and the men in high spirits. They 
advanced to the attack with the fullest confidence of 
victory, and began a fierce fire which was quickly 
returned, and supported on both sides for four hours, 
with uncommon resolution. The Spaniards pointed 
their guns well, and .stood to them with firmness. 
But their .spirit and perseverance were more than 
equalled by the British ships, whose fire became at 
length superior. The Spanish batteries were almost 
silenced ; the English and Portuguese were in expec- 
tation of seeing the colours immediately struck, when, 
just as their success seemed certain, the commander’s 
ship by some unknown accident took fire, and in an. 
instant was all in a blaze. The same moment dis- 
covered the flaine.s, and the impossibility of extin- 
guishing them ; the scene of horror and confusion 
that followed is undescribable ; the commodore was 
drowned j and of 340 souls, only seventy-eight in all 
e.scaped. The other vessels of t^ sq^uadron, far from 
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being’ able to yield any assistance, were obliged to 
get off as expeditiously as they could, lest they should 
have been involved in the same fate, and having also 
received some damage in the action, it was with great 
difficulty that they made good their retreat to the 
Portuguese settlement at Rio de Janeiro. 

As this was the only check which Great Britain 
met with in the career of conquest, so tt was the only 
little triumph that Spain enjoyed after a continued 
series of disasters. In the course of one year, she 
saw herself stripped of the most valuable of her dis- 
tant possessions : her ships of war, her merchant-men, 
her treasures, had every where become the prey of a 
watchful, active, and irresistible enemy ; the inter- 
course with her remaining colonies was almost totally 
cut off : and this interruption of her foreign resources 
was the more alarming, as the vital parts of Spain, 
contrary to the condition of roost other nations, lie at 
a great distance from the head. Such were the fruits 
of her treachery to Great Britain, — such the conse- 
quences of her yielding to the artful and self-interested 
suggestions of France. The thinking part of the Spa* 
nish nation, particularly those engaged in commerce, 
made no scruple of murmuring at a war, even from 
its very commencement, in which the interests of a 
whole people were so evidently sacrificed to the family 
connexions and private attachments of their prince. 

France had as little reason to exult in the success 
of her intrigues at the court of Madrid. The Bour- 
bon confederacy served only to involve both powers 
in the same distresses. The attempts in Germany 
and Portugal, where their fondest hopes lay, ended 
in the most mortifying disappointment. The loss of 
Martinico and its dependencies was an irrecoverable 
blow to France. So far from being able to m'ake any 
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attempts to regain those islands, she had it not in her 
power to send oat a sufficient force to secure the only 
settlements that still remained to her from sharing the 
same fate. Her navy was so much reduced that she 
could only spare very small squadrons for any under- 
taking; and she was frequently obliged to trust to 
single frigates and transports for the conveyance of 
reinforcements to St. Domingo and Louisiana. These 
seldom escaped the vigilance of the British cruisers, 
and her merchant-ships were, for the same reason, 
left equally exposed. A detail of all the single cap- 
tures made upon her trade would be endless. She 
lost at one time a fleet of twenty-five sail, richly laden 
■with sugar, coffee, and indigo, which had taken their 
departure from Cape Francois for Europe, under con- 
voy of four frigates. Five of the merchant-men were 
surprised and taken in the night by some privateers 
of New York and Jamaica; next day Commodore 
Keppel fell in with the remainder, and sent them and 
their convoy into Port-royal harbour. 

If France was thus incapable of defending herself 
at sea, it was not likely that her offensive operations 
on the same element could be very vigorous or formi- 
dable. She made some fruitless attempts, however, 
two of which deserve notice. The object of the first 
was to burn the British ships of war in Basque-road, 
where they were stationed to w'atch the coast of Brit- 
tkny, and Brest harbour in particular. The enemy 
prepared three fire-vessels, which being chained toge- 
ther were towed out of the. port, and set on fire, with 
a strong breeze that wafted them directly towards the 
English squadron. Through hurry or accident, two 
of them blew up with a terrible explosion ; and every 
person on board perished.' The wind, also, suddenly 
shifting^ drove, them clear of the ships which they 
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were intended to destroy. Had they been managed 
with the coolness and intrepidity so requisite upon 
such occasions, they might have done some execution. 
This occurrence happened near the close of the year 
1761. 

The other effort was directed against Newfound- 
land. Monsieur de Ternay, with a squadron of four 
men of war, and a proportionable number of land 
forces under the command of Monsieur d’Hausonville, 
having escaped from Brest in a fog, entered the Bay 
of Bulls on the 24th of June, 1762, and landed some 
troops without opposition. After taking possession of 
an inconsiderable settlement in that bay, they advanced 
to the town of St. John’s, which being in no condi- 
tion of defence, readily capitulated. One company 
of soldiers, of which the garrison of the fort consisted, 
were made prisoners of war, together with the officers 
and crew of his Majesty’s sloop Gramont, which was 
in the harbour. They also took some other vessels ; 
destroyed several stages erected for curing cod j and 
did considerable damage to the English fishers and 
.settlers on different parts of the coast. This success 
was of very short duration ; as soon as the news 
reached England, a force was immediately fitted out 
to retake those places, but the vigilance of General 
Amherst, who had the chief command in North 
America, superseded the necessity of this armament. 
He detached Colonel Amherst with a body of forces, 
and Lord Colville with a small, but sufficient squadron, 
to recover the island. The land forces attacked some 
detachments of the French, advantageously posted in 
the neighbourhood of St. John’s j and prepared to 
attack St. John’s itself with so much vigour, that 
Monsieur d’Hausonville, who had remained there as 
governor, thought proper to deliver up that place on 
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the 18th of September, and to surrender himself and 
garrison prisoners of war, before Lord Colville conid 
arrive from the place where the troops had been 
landed, to co-operate with them. Monsieur de Ter- 
nay escaped with the fleet, partly by having gained a 
considerable distance, by means of a tliick fog; and 
partly because Lord Colville, -after their having been 
discovered, did not apprehend that they really were 
the ships of the enemy. Thus did every operation, 
naval and military, concur to humble the pride of the 
Bourbon confederacy. 


CHAPTER IV. 

Disconcerted in her views of giving the law to 
Great Britain, France now really felt those moderate 
and pacific sentiments, which she had formerly pro- 
fessed, but the sincerity of which was, at that time, 
rather questionable. Spain, in like manner, having 
suffered beyond e.\ample during her short engagement 
in the contest, keenly repented of the steps she had 
taken, and wished to recede. As almost every day 
brought them intelligence of some mortifying stroke, 
they did not wait fur the issue of all the enterprises 
before related, but endeavoured, in the beginning of 
September, to put a stop, by early negociation, to 
calamities which they foresaw the improbability of 
averting by war ; and the British government was not 
.so intoxicated with success, as to prefer the conti- 
nuance of expensive and hazardous efforts to a satis- 
factory termination of hostilities. The sentiments of 
the sovereign, the state of the nation as well as of 
parties, and many other motives of humanity, policy. 
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and patriotinm, concurred to render the ministry very 
earnest in their advances to the accomplishment of so 
desirable an object. In all the King’s speeches to 
Parliament, he had constantly expressed an anxious 
wish to see the tranquillity of his kingdoms restored j 
and had declared, that the only use he proposed to 
make of the advantages gained over the enemy in 
war, was to procure for his subjects the ble.ssings of 
peace on safe and honourable conditions. The happy 
moment was now arrived which enabled his Majesty 
to demonstrate to the world, that he had really spoken 
the language of his heart. Although from the com- 
mercial advantages consequent on the overthrow of 
the naval power of France and Spain, a very consi- 
derable body of the people, particularly in the city of 
London, was interested in the continuance of the 
war, the. nation at large, fully satisfied with the 
acquLsitions already made, did not wish to see the 
strength and resources of the country any longer 
exerted in obtaining new triumphs. Victories grew 
familiar to them, and made but little impression, The 
marks of public joy on the most considerable con- 
quests, were become much slighter than were shewn, 
at the beginning of the war, upon very trivial advan- 
tages. They now thought more generally of the 
pressure of taxes, and of the enormous accumulation 
of the public debt, which the continuance of hostili- 
ties, however successful and glorious, must render 
unavoidable. It was time, they said, that England, 
after having fought her own battles, and those of her 
allies, with so much honour and spirit, should enjoy 
a little repose. 

The country, in the midst of all her successes, had 
the most urgent occasion for peace. Though her 
trade had been greatly augmented, and many of her 
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conquests were not less^ valuable than glorious j yet 
her supplies of money, great as they were, did not 
keep pace with her expenses. The sacrifice of life 
in so extensive a war became sensibly felt ; and the 
troops were recruited with difficulty, and at a heavy 
charge. These strong motives of public, or national 
policy, for encouraging pacific proposals, were farther 
enforced by some private considerations. A change in 
the system of the British ministry had begun this war : 
another change made it expedient to put an end to it. 

It has been already ob.served, that the whole coun- 
cil, except Lord Temple, were unanimous in their 
opposition to Mr. Pitt’s scheme for precipitating the 
rupture' with Spain. But their unanimity upon that 
occasion did not imply a perfect coincidence of opinion, 
or harmony of sentiment in other respects. He was 
not long removed from office, before it appeared that 
the remaining part of the system, was framed upon 
principles so very discordant, that it was by no means 
likely to stand. The liberal ideas of the new king’s 
friends, and the exclu.sive spirit of the -old king’s 
ministers, when brought as it were into immediate 
collision, kindled a fiame, the violence of which was 
not to be easily subdued by any efforts of human 
sagacity. George the Third, the moment he ascended 
the throne of Great Britain, determined to abolish, as 
far as possible, those odious distinctions of Whigs and 
Tories which had .so long divided the kingdom ; and 
to extend the royal favour and protection equally to 
the whole body of his subjects. He felt a jtwt con- 
tempt of the narrow policy which had prevailed 
during the two preceding reigns, when all the great 
offices of state were engrossed by one party, and 
when others of equal or superior merit were totally 
shut out from any share in the administration. He 
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Hid not forg-et the oLlig’ations his family had been 
under to the Whigs for their early and vigorous 
support: but he wished not to suffer a sort of here- 
ditary graditude for one set of men to produce injus- 
tite to all tile rest. He was also warned, hy the 
shock of two rebellions, against pursuing a system 
that sersed to provoke such ferments; and he saw, 
towards the cl \se of the late King's reign, the good 
effects with which an alteration of that system was 
immediately attended. Mr. Pitt had originally asso- 
ciated himsi If withtheTory patriots, and firstacquired 
distinction by apposing the corrupt measures of Sir 
Robert Walpnle, the declared head of th(‘ Whigs. 
After the kilter was driven from the seat of power, 
Mr. Pitt occasionally temporized, being sometimes 
reputed a Whig, som times a Tory, tdl he got the 
chief direction of public affairs, when he indiscrimi- 
nately employed persons of all [larties, with ecpial 
honour to himself, aud advantage to the state. His 
Majesty would gladly have availed himsell ot Mr. 
Pitt’s assistance to complete so noble a design, and 
to establish a plan of administration, which would 
afford equal encouragement to every man of virtue 
and abilities throughout the empire, hut his hopes-of 
Mr. Pitt’s concurrence were unhappily disappointed. 
This minister was, indeed, of no party ; but it was 
rather owing to a defect, than to any excellence in 
his character. An imperious and unaccomiuoclating 
disposition rendered him incapable of acting otliev- 
wise than alone. Placing too great a confidence in 
the superiority of his o u genius, he treated the 
opinions of others with too little delicacy, and the 
want of more conciliating manners was a bar to any 
permanent union between him and his colleagues in 
office, 
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Soon nfter the resignation of Mr. Pitt, the Duke 
of Newcastle, first commissioner of the treasury, grew 
extremely jealous of the Earl of Bute’s influence in 
the cabinet. This nobleman, who, at first, had been 
groom of the stole, and was next appointed secretary 
of state, in the room of the Earl of Holdernesse, 
enjoyed a very distinguished share of his {jovereign’s 
esteem and confidence. His conduct was irreproach- 
able, but he was said to be a Tory. On this ground, 
therefore, the duke, u ho had long been considered as 
the head of tlie Whigs, hoped he could ruin the credit 
of his rival, by reviving those factious distinctions, on 
whicli his own merit principally rested. A loud 
clamour was therefore raised by the duke’s hirelings 
against the Tory favourite, and every art was used 
to point towards his lordship the national prejudice 
against natives of Scotland. But these efforts served 
only to rivet the King’s attachment to the earl more 
strongly j and the duke found his own weight in 
administration daily decline, notwithstanding his great 
parliamentary interest, his high office, and his im- 
portance as the demagogue of the most powerful 
party in the kingdom. He accordingly thought 
himself obliged to resign in the latter end of May ■, 
and the Earl of Bute was immediately placed at the 
head of the treasury. Mr. George Grenville, brother 
to Earl Temple, became secretary of state in thfe 
room of his lordship; and the place of first commis- 
sioner of the admiralty being vacated by the death 
of Lord Anson, that office was bestowed on the Earl 
of Halifax, now returned from Ireland. The two last 
appointments were well calculated to lessen the 
unpopularity of the Earl of Bute’s promotion. Mr. 
Grenville’s character for integrity and patriotism 
stood as high in public estimation as- that of his 
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brother, Lord Temple ; and, in point of application 
and abilities, he was certainly his superior. Any 
unfavourable impression, therefore, which might be 
made by the resignation of the one, ought naturally 
to have been eflFaced or counteracted by the other’s 
acceptance of an office under the new minister. The 
Earl of Halifax had acquitted himself in a variety of 
public employments with great applause. When first 
lord of trade in the year 1758, the plan for conquering 
the French settlements of Senegal and Goree was 
carried into execution under his patronage; and the 
African Company erected a bust in his honour at the 
Senegal coffee-house in Cornhill. During his short 
stay in Ireland, he suppressed, by his vigilance, some 
riots and disturbances which had spread a general 
alarm in the southern parts of that kingdom. His 
conduct was so fully approved of by the Parliament 
there, that they unanimously agreed on an address 
to his excellency, desiring he would represent to the 
King the sen.se of the House, that the appointments 
of the lord-lieutenant werte become inadequate to the 
dignity of that office : they therefore humbly desired, 
that his Majesty would be pleased to grant such an 
augmentation to the lord-lieutenant for the time being, 
as should raise the whole to the annual sum of 16,000?. : 
they farther expressed their satisfaction at the plea.sing 
hope, “that this augmentation should take place during 
the admini.stration of a chief governor, whose many 
great and amiable qualities, whose wise and happy 
administration in ,the government of that kingdom, 
had universally endear,ed him to the people of Ire- 
land,” The earl received this glorious testimony of 
their approbation with all suitable acknowledgments ; 
but, with a delicacy peculiar to himself, declined their 
proposal that the augmentation should take place dur- 
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ing his g'overiiineiit. Such were the men, whom the 
Earl of Bute associatetl witli him in office; and, dur- 
ing’ his -aiiniinistration, the vacaocies which happened 
in the higher dep-artnients of the state, were uniformly 
filled by men of reputation and abilities. 

Many of the Duke of Newcastle’s friends, who 
were in official situations, resigned with him : others 
of the same partv, who had before made offers of 
their services, retired with him in disgust ; and some, 
who were supposed to be attached to the late ministry, 
were deprived of the places which they held under 
government, as their faitiiful exertions in the public 
service could not be depended upon. The Earl of 
Bute also thought it sound policy, in conformity with 
the system of liberal comprehension already explained, 
to attempt a coalition with the great body of the 
Tories, or country gentlemen of ancient families, who 
were able to yield him effectual support. They 
readily came into his measures ; and as they had 
long been excluded from any share in the manage- 
ment (jf the state, they were now doubly zealous to 
shew themselves worthy of the confidence of their 
King and country. Their efforts, however, were as 
vigorously opposed by the discontented party ; and 
no one could be surprised at the ferment which 
ensued ; in W'hich personal resentment, factious in- 
trigues, and national, or rather local prejudices) 
were all united to throw every thing into confusion. 
Whilst the nation was thus distracted by violent 
cabals, the conduct of a w'ar became difficult; its 
continuance unsafe; and its supplies uncertain. If 
the administration failed, their failure would be 
imputed to incapacity : if they succeeded, their suc- 
cess would be converted into an argument for such 
terms of peace, as it would be impossible for them 
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to procure. Above all, the ancient and known con- 
nexion between the chiefs of the monied interest 
and the principal persons in the opposition, must 
have been a subject of great anxiety to the ministry. 
These co-operated to render them heartily inclined 
to peace; and they thought themselves justified in 
their wishes for it at this juncture, from the motives 
before enumerated ; from the successes and the bur- 
dens of the nation ; from the flourishing state of 
some of their allies, and the doubtful state of others; 
and, in general, from those arguments of humanity, 
which made it high time that Europe should enjoy 
some interval of repose. 

The Bourbon courts and that of England thus 
concurring in the same point, all difficulties were 
speedily smoothed. It is said, that the first overtures 
were made under the mediation of the King of Sar- 
dinia. As soon as the terms were proposed, in order 
to give a pledge to each otlier of their mutual since- 
rity, it was agreed that this treaty- should not be 
negociated, as the former had been, by subordinate 
persons; but that the Kings of France and England 
should reciprocally send to each otiier’s courts a per- 
son of the first consequence and .distinction in either 
kingdom. Accordingly, on the 5th of Sept, the Duke 
of Bedford set off" for Paris, with the character of 
ambassador and plenipotentiary from the court of 
England, to negociate a peace; and on the 12th of 
the same month, the Duke of Nivernois arrived in 
London, with the like commi.ssion from the French 
court. 

Very little time was spent in adjusting the outlines 
of the treaty, or explaining the principles on which 
it was to proceed. The negociators seemed, in some 
measure, to assume as a basis, those points which 
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mvn DMurefl to n setllement in the treaty of 17 qj . 
•nd to commence where that tnuiMction concluded. 
The spirit of tlie two negfociatiomi, so far us regarded 
the peculiar interest of Great Britain, was almost 
perfectly similar. There was scarcely any utlier 
difierence than that Great Britain, in consequence of 
her successes since that time, acquired more than she 
then demanded ; hut still the general idea wa.s the 
same. With regard, indeed, to some of her allies, 
the principle of the two treaties was greatly varied ; 
but the change was sufliciently justified by the alte- 
ration in the affairs of Germany during the interval 
between both. Those who conducted the negociation 
in 1761 , were steady in rejecting every proposition, 
in which they were not left at liberty to aid the King 
of Prussia with the whole force of Great Britain ; 
those who concluded the peace in 1762 , paid less 
attention to the ambitious or interested views of that 
monarch, though they did not neglect his safety. 
At the beginning of the year, and before they had 
entered into this negociation, they refused to renew 
that article of the annual treaty, by which his Bri- 
tannic Majesty would have been engaged to conclude 
no peace without the King of Prussia ; though, at 
the same time, they declared themselves willing to 
assi.st him with the usQal subsidy. He, on liis part, 
refused the subsidy unconnected with that article; 
and a coolness was supposed to take place between 
both courts for some time after. The adjustment of 
affairs in the empire did not form any material 
obstruction to the progress of the treaty. Both par- 
ties readily agreed to withdraw themselves from the 
German war. They thought, and rightly, that nothing 
could tend so much to give peace to their respective 
allies, as mutually to withdraw their assistance from 
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them ; and to stop that current of English and French 
money, which, as lohg as it ran into Germaity, would 
be sure to feed a perpetual war in that country. The 
conduct of the two courts upon this occasion, though 
very different from what they had held in the year 
1701, was much more politic in itself, as well as 
perfectly defensilile from the change of circum- 
stances. This will appear evidently from' a view of 
the state of the German war at botli periods. 

When the former negociation was on foot, the 
affairs of the Ring of. Prussia w'ere at the lowest 
ebb : he w'as overpowered by the whole weight of 
Austria, of Sweden, of the empire, and of Russia, as 
determined as ever in her enmity, and then success- 
ful ; to say nothing of France. It would have been 
ungenerous, on the part of Great Britain, to have 
deserted him in that situation. But, at the time of 
making the last treaty, the condition of his affairs 
was absolutely reversed. He had got rid of the most 
powerful, and one of the most implacable of his ene- 
mies. He had also concluded a peace with Sweden. 
The treaty itself freerl him from all apprehensions 
of France. He had, then, none to contend with, 
but a nominal army of the empire, and one of Austria, 
which, though something more than nominal, was 
wholly unable to oppose his progress. His situation, 
from being pitiable, was become formidable. It was, 
perhaps, good policy to prevent the balance of Ger- 
many from being overturned to his prejudice : it 
would have been the worst in the world to overturn it 
in his favour. These principles sufficiently explain and 
justify the British ministry for So remarkable a change 
in their behaviour towards the King of Prussia. The 
conduct of France upon both those occasions may be 
accounted for, nearly in the same manner. She had 
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very justly excepted to the demand of the evacuation 
of Wesel, Cleves, and Gueldres, when made by Mr. 
Pitt in the first negociation ; because he refused to 
|)iit an end to the German war. In this last treaty, 
the French assented, without hesitation or difficulty, 
to the very same demand ; because w'e agreed, in 
common with them, to be neutral in the disputes of 
the empire. Thus the peace of Germany, so far as 
it depended on Great Britain and France, was paid 
a due regard toj and the other powers, being left to 
themselves, soon terminated their differences. 

As the Bourbon confederacy had no pretext for 
the quarrel with Portugal, but the advantages which 
Great Britain derived from her frienilly intercourse 
with that country during the war, the article relating 
to his most faithful Majesty did nut admit of the least 
altercation. Aiiy of his territories or possessions which 
had fallen into the hands of the French and Spaniards, 
were to be evacuated by their troops, and restored in 
the same condition they were in when conquered. 
After the concerns of the allies were provided for, the 
most important part of the treaty still remained, which 
was, to adjust every thing that related to the settle- 
ments and commerce of Great Britain and of the 
Bourbon courts. The circumstance which so much 
impeded this adjustment in the preceding negocia- 
tion, was the intervention of the claims of Spain. 
The attempt of the Bourbon powers to intermix and 
confound their affairs at that juncture, had a'share in 
making the war more general : on this occasion it 
had a contrary effect. As the whole Was now nego- 
ciated together, it facilitated the peace, by affording 
easier methods of regulating the system of compen- 
sation, and furnishing more largely to the general 
fund of erjuivalents. 
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The great object, and the original cause of the war, 
had been the establishment of precise boundaries in 
America. This was therefore the very first point to 
be now attended to ; anil it must be observed, that it 
was settled much more accurately tlian it promised to 
be in the negociation of the foregoing year. For the 
French not having ascertained the limits between 
their own possessions with greater exactness than 
they had those which separated them from the British 
possessions, it was not clear, in ceding Canada, how 
much they really gave up. Disputes might have 
arisen, and, in fact, did immediately arise upon this 
this subject- Besides, the western limits of the 
southern British colonies were not mentioned ; and 
they were extremely obscure, and subject to many 
discussions, containing in them the seeds of a new war. 
In the present treaty, it was agreed, that a line drawn 
along the middle of the river Mississippi, from itssoiirce 
to the river Iberville, and thence along the middle of 
this river, and the lakes of Maurepas and Pontebar- 
train, to the sea, should irrevocahly fix the bounds 
of the two nations in North America. This line 
included a very large tract of country, which for- 
merly made a part of Louisiana, in addition to what 
was properly called Canada ; and these newly acquired 
territories of Great Britain were farther enlarged and 
completely rounded, by the cession of Florida on the 
part of Spain- As the northern boundaries had been 
long since settled by the treaty of Utrecht, all occa- 
sions of limitary disputes seemed to be efiectiially cut 
off; and the British possessions in America were as 
well defined as the nature of such a country could 
possibly admit. The advantages which were expect- 
ed to flow from so great an increase of empire on that 
continent, will be examined in a summai'y of the 
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arguments that were urged fur and against the 
treaty. 

The Newfoundland fisliery was another point of 
infinite importance, and a suliject of nuich contro- 
Tersy. In a commercial view it is certainly of great 
estimation : but it has been considered as even more 
material in a political light. That fishery is the sole 
support of many, maritime places, which would other- 
wise be of no value : it is a grand nursery of seamen, 
and consequently one of the principal resources of the 
marine. Scarcely any object could be of more im- 
portance to two nations who contended for a supe- 
riority of naval power. The more clearly, therefore, 
it was the interest of Great Britain to acquire tlie 
exclusive exercise of this fishery, the more strongly 
and evidently it became the interest of France to 
oppose such a pretension. Not only a large part of 
her foreign trade depended on the fishery j but a great 
part of her domestic supply. Besides, every hope of 
the strength, and almost the existence of her naval 
power, must have vanished with the surrender of so 
inestimable a right. The English ministry knew 
France would rather run all the hazards of war, than 
totally relinquish this object. But though they de- 
spaired of driving the French entirely from the fishery, 
they endeavoured as much as possible to diminish its 
value to them : that article of the treaty of Utrecht 
was established, by which the French were admitted 
to fish, and to dry their fish, on the north-east and 
north-west parts of Newfoinulland, from Cape Bona- 
vista to Point Biche ; and w ere excluded from the 
rest of the island. They were also permitted to fish 
W’ithin the Gulf of St. Lawrence ; but not to approach 
within three leagues of any of the coasts belonging 
to England. This precaution was used, not only 
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with a view of ' abridging their fishery of dry cod, 
but principally in order to prevent their landing, and, 
on that pretence, forming settlements on those exten- 
sive deserts, which surround the gulf. Otherwise, 
the privilege might become a means of exciting new 
disputes between the two nations. Another restric- 
tion imposed on the French fishery was, that it should 
not be exercised but at the distance of fifteen leagues 
from the coasts of the island of Cape Breton, which 
was ceded to England. Tn return for this, the French 
obtained the full right of the small islands of St, Pierre 
and Miquelon, his most Christian Majesty engaging 
not to erect any fortifications on these islands, nor to 
keep more than fifty soldiers there to enforce the 
police. In this article, the plan of the former nego- 
ciation was pursued : but the idea of a resident com- 
missary, and the occasional visitation of a ship of war, 
were omitted, as regulations which were in truth more 
humiliating to France, than advantageous to England. 
With regard to the pretensions of Spain, she entirely 
desisted from the right of fishing on tliese coasts. A 
more unequivocal expression should, and undoubtedly 
would have been insisted upon, if it had been of any 
great consequence in what terms aright was renounced, 
which for a long: time had never been exercised. The 
claim itself was almost as obsolete as that of the King 
of England to the dominions of France. 

When the affairs of the West Indies came to be 
settled, though they caused great difference of opinion 
among the public, they did not seem to raise any 
considerable difficulty in the negociation. There 
England had made great conquests, and there also 
.she had made great concessions. She restored to 
France the islands of Martinico, Guadaloupe, and 
Marigalante, besides an assignment, or surrender of 
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.t\ie neutral island of St. Lucia. Of her late'acqui- 
sitwns she only retained Dominica, Tobagi), St. Vin- 
cent’s, and tlie Grenadas. To the three foririer she 

had an old claim, winch was now contirmed ; the 
latter were ceded and guarantied to her in full right. 
As the intelligence of the success of the British arms 
at the flavannah had arrived before the settlement of 
this part of the treaty relative to the West Indies, it 
was in order to obtain the restoration of that valuable 
conquest, that Spain agreed to some articles before 
enumerated, namely, the evacuation of all conquests 
made upon Portugal, or her foreign colonies; the 
cession of Florida, with the forts of St. Augustine 
and Pensacola ; the renunciation of the right to the 
Newfoundland fishery ; and, in addition to these, Spain 
also consented not to disturb the English in their 
occupation of cutting logwood in the bay of Hon- 
duras, and to permit them to /build houses there for 
the conveniency of their trade. It was stipulated, 
however, in this last grant, that they should demolish 
their fortifications on that coast, as a tacit acknow- 
ledgment, that the privilege they were now suffered 
to enjoy w'as not founded upon right, but derived from 
favour. 

In Africa, Goree was restored to France, and Sene- 
gal remained to Great Britain. In the East Indies, all 
the factories and settlements taken from the French 
since the beginning of the war, were given up to them, 
on their engaging not to erect any forts, nor to keep 
any number of .soldiers whatsoever in the province 
of Bengal ; and to acknowledge the reigning subas 
of Bengal, Decan, and the Carnatic, as the lawful 
sovereigns of these countries. In Europe, Minorca 
and Belleisle were to be restored to their former po.s- 
«es.surs ; and the fortifications and harbour of Dunkirk 
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were to be demolished, agreeably to the stipulations 
of formeT treaUes. There was one article totally 
omitted in the present treaty, though it had been the 
subject of the most warm and obstinate controversy 
in the former negociation. This was the restitution 
of the captures made by England previously to the 
declaration of war. On this point, the ministers of 
the two courts appeared at that time equally positive, 
the one to demand, the other to refuse such a restitu- 
tion. France could not now' make a greater sacrifice 
to the honour of Great Britain in the eyes of all 
Europe, than by passing over that matter in total 
silence. The fears of the Bourbon courts were 
etfectunlly removed by an article, stipulating that the 
conquests not included in the treaty, either as cessions 
or restitutions, should be given up without compen- 
sation. France and Spain knew themselves exposed 
in almost every quarter: they had no armament on 
foot, from which they could expect any considerable 
advantages : whereas the British ministry had great 
reason to hope that the important expedition against 
the Philippines couKl not fail of success. The reduc- 
tion of Manilla had actually taken place ; but the 
news, though conveyed with extraordinary dispatch, 
did not reach Enghand till the April following. 

Such M'ere the chief articles of a treaty which put 
an end to the most sanguinary and exj)ensive war in 
which Great Britain had ever been engaged. But it 
must be added that her efforts had not, in any con- 
test, been ever crowned w'ilh greater glory and suc- 
cess. The preliminaries were signed by the British 
and French ministers at Fontainbleau, the 3d of 
November ; and the 24th of the same month, the 
Duke of Nivernois, ambassador from the most Chris- 
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tian king, made the following speech to his Britannic 
Majesty on the occasion : 

“ Sir, 

. “ A cordial reconciliation between two powerful 

inonarchs, formed to love each other, a permanent 
union of system between two great courts, attracted 
to one another by their interests rightly understood ; 
and a sincere and lasting conjunction between 
two respectable nations, whom unhappy prejudices 
liave too frequently divided ; form the glorious sera 
of the commencement of your Majesty’s reign ; and 
this eera will, at the sam&time, be that of happiness 
restored 'to the four quarters of the w'orld. Your 
Majesty’s name, your glory, and your virtues, will be 
inseparably joined in history with universvd felicity : 
and posterity will there read, with sentiments of 
respect, that treaty which will be distinguished, above 
all pthers, by good faith, without equivocation, and 
by permanent stability^ 

“ Permit me. Sir, to felicitate myself at your feet, 
on being chosen by the king, my master, to serve 
•between your Majesty and him, as the organ of the 
noble sentiments of two hearts so worthy of each 
other, and to b'e employed in this blessed work, 
which ensures your Majesty’s glory, by giving hap- 
piness to the whole world.” 

But however highly the French ambassador might 
estimate the blessings of peace, the people of England 
were very much divided in their sentiments respecting 
tile merits of the treaty. Uncommon pains had been 
taken to prejudice the public against every article, as 
it happened to transpire during the negociation. A 
multitude of pamphlets appeared, some recommend- 
ing a continuation of hostilities as likely to give the 
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finishing* stroke to the commerce of the enemy ; 
others exhibiting laboured comparisons between the 
different conquests that were to be restored or retain- 
ed, in which the importance of each was magnified 
or depreciated, according to the views and purposes 
of the w'riters. Every concession was criticised with- 
out mercy ; and the whole treaty represented as an 
infamous compact, made at the expense of Great Bri- 
tain. The friends of administration exerted them- 
selves with equal industry on the other side of the 
question, pointing out the madness of continuing the 
war, and placing in the most advantageous light the 
valueand security of thepresentacquisitions. This clash 
of contending interests and opinions excited throughout 
the kingdom the most violent heats, which were blown 
into a combustion by every art, and every instrument 
of party, that had ever proved effectual upon similar 
occasions. In the course of these political conflicts, 
and particularly after the signing of these prelimi- 
naries had been formally announced to the public on 
the 8th of November, some efforts were used to bring 
about a coalition between the Duke of Newcastle and 
Mr. Pitt, who had hitherto kept aloof from each other, 
at the head of their respective adherents. It seemed 
hardly possible that any cordial friendship could take 
place between those statesmen. The former, when in 
office, was far from being satisfied with the principles 
or conduct of the latter; he secretly encouraged the 
attacks that \vere made upon Mr. Pitt’s measures, 
and had not Lord Bute slept in, he himself would 
have taken the lead in support of the pacific S 3 '^stem. 
But whatever resentment on that account Mr. Pitt 
must have felt, he and the duke were not so irrecon- 
cileably averse to one another, as each of them was to 
the Earl of Bute. Common enmity therefore incited 
VOL. 1. Y 
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the two factions ; and they joined their endeavours to 
persuade the people^ that the parliament would never 
ratify, or, at least, pass over without heavy censure, 
the conditions of a peace so inadequate to the suc- 
cesses of the war, so far below the just exjiectations 
of the nation. The ministry, thus threatened by a 
formidable opposition, took the most effectual steps for 
securing the approbation of the legislature. Though 
Mr. Fox continued in his old place of paymaster, he 
undertook to conduct the affairs of government in the 
House of Commons, for which no man could be better 
qualified. The Earl of Halifax exchanged his seat at 
the head of thp admiralty with Mr. G. Grenville, whose 
parliamentary duties, as joint secretary of state with 
the Earl of Egremont, would have interfered with Mr. 
Fox, both being comnioners. Other arrangements 
were also made, conducive to the proposed end : 
every department was cleared of doubtful characters : 
many of the Duke of Newcastle’s former supporters 
in the Lower House were gained over : and the 
landed interest was found to be well affected to the 
measures of administration. 

While the most vigorous preparations were thus 
making by both parties for a trial of strength, the 
Parliament met on the 25lh of November, and the 
session was opened with a speech from the throne, 
which, after noticing the operations of the war, bears 
testimony to the unwearied perseverance, and unpa- 
ralleled bravery of both officers and privates, by sea 
and land ; by whose conduct and courage, his Ma- 
jesty says, “ my enemies have been brought to accept 
of peace on such terms as, 1 trust, will give my Par- 
liament entire satisfaction.” The conditions, he adds, 
are such, that there is not only an immense territory 
added to the empire of Great Britain, but a solid 
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foundation laid for the increase of trade and com- 
merce ] and the utmort care has been ta)(en to remove 
alloccasionsoffutiiredisputes between my subjects, and 
those of France and Spain, anH thereby to add secu- 
rity and permanency to the blessings of peace.” The 
speech then states, that the utmost regard has been 
had to the intere.sts of Portugal, Prussia, and our 
other allies. On the subject of finances his Majesty 
says, “ it is the greatest affliction for me to find, that, 
though the war is at an end, our expenses cannot 
immediately be so much lessened as I desire ; but as 
nothing could have carried us through the great and 
arduous difficulties surrounding us but the most vigo- 
rous and expensive efl'urts, we must expect for some 
time to feel the consequences of them to a consider- 
able degree." The speech then regrets the loss of 
great numbers of men in all parts of the world, re- 
commends such methods, in the settlements of our 
new acquisitions, as shall most effectually tend to the 
security of those countries, and to the improvement 
of the commerce and navigation of Great Britain, 
and urges union and economy, “ which can alone relieve 
this nation from the heavy burdens brought upon it 
by the necessities of this long and expensive war.” 

In answer to this speech, each House prepared an 
address, containing, in very loyal and affectionate 
terms, general compliments of congratulation on the 
approach of peace, and on another event, which the 
king, through delicacy, had not mentioned — the birth 
of the Prince of Wales. On the following day, 
(Nov. 26,) the Commons further resolved, that a 
congratulatory message should be sent to the queen, 
on the auspicious event of the delivery of his royal 
highness, and of her happy recovery. 

That part of the public which had hoped that the 
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peace would be severely censured by Parliament, wa.9 
totally disappointed, The opposition in the Lords 
was feeble, and, except with regard to a few advo- 
cates for the continuance of the war, somewhat incon- 
sistent. The others had formerly recommended the 
same general plan of peace, which was adopted in 
the preliminaries with evident improvements. “ But,” 
.said they, “ our additional successes since that time, 

I gave us ground to expect better terms.” The answer 
was, “ that the burdens of the state, and the extent of 
the war, had increased in, at least, an equal propor- 
tion ; and that peace was therefore not less necessary 
now than at any former period.” In the course of 
the debate, the lords, in opposition, blended with their 
arguments some poignant reflections on the Earl of 
Bute’s conduct, which he vindicated with temper 
and spirit, vand with more oratorical talent than he 
had been supposed to possess ; he traced step by step 
the progress of the negociatiou, and declared himself 
a warm promoter of the peace, adding, that he wished 
no other epitaph to he inscribed upon his tomb. He 
was well supported by the. Earl of Halifax, and by so 
evident a majority, that the Plouse did not divide, 
but approved of the preliminaries, without any quall- 
' flcation or reserve. 

, The triumph of the minister in the Commons was 
not so easily obtained. The chancellor of the exche- 
quer laid a copy of the preliminary .irticles before the 
House on the 29th of November, which W'ere taken 
jnto consideration on the 9th of Dccend)er, and an 
address to his Majesty, in approbation of the terms, 
was moved by Mr. Fox, who took the lead in support 
of the peace; and was strongly resisted by Mr. Pitt, 
who was carried to the House in a state of extreme 
pain and weakness from an attack of the gout. Dur- 
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ing part of his speech, which lasted nearly four hours, 
he was allowed the unprecedented indulg^ence of de'- 
livering- his sentiments sitting'. He had determined, 
he said, at the hazard of his life, to raise up his voice 
against the preliminary articles of a tieaty which 
obscured all the glories of the war, surrendered the 
dearest interests of tie nation, and sacrificed the 
public faith, by abandoning our allies. He was sup- 
ported by a few who also disapproved of the condi- 
tions. Nothing, they said, could ju.stify the absolute, 
unconditional surrender of St. Pierre and of Mique- 
lon, which would enable France to recover her marine, 
and by degrees to acquire the best part of a fishery 
from which she ought to have been entirely excluded. 
But the restitution of the conquests, particularly of 
those in the West Indies, was most severely censured 
by all who disapproved of the treaty, both in and out 
of parliament. France, they observed, had long since 
gained a decided superiority over us in the West 
India trade, which gave employment to the multitude 
of young seamen trained up in the fishery, enriched 
her merchants, and augmented her finances. — At the 
close of so expensive a w'ar, they argued, that we might 
very reasonably have demanded something towards 
our indemnification as well as security, for which our 
acquisitions in North America w'ere very inadequate, 
the state of the existing trade being low', the specu- 
lations of their future trade^ precarious, and the pros- 
pect remote. The advantage of retaining M'Lirtiuico 
or Gu'ddaloupe would have been immediate, and the 
greater in its effects from the corresponding loss which 
would ensue to France, whilst our African trade would 
be augmented by the demand for slaves, and that of 
North America would all centre in ourselves, instead 
of redounding, as it has hitherto done, to those who 
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'Were lately our enemies, and will always be our 
rivals. Nor is there, they added, any thing' extra- 
vagant or overbearing in this demand, for though we 
had been determined to retain either Martinico or 
Gimdalonpe, or even both, our conquests still left 
abuinlant matter to display onr moderation. The 
concessions made to Spain, in the same part' of the 
world, were looked upon as equally unjustifiable. 
Florida, they maintained, was no compensation for 
the important conquest of the Havannali, which laid 
all the Spanish treasures in America at our mercy. 
The privilege obtained from Spain, in favour of our 
logwood cutters, too, could not be considered among 
the list of equivalents. Instead of establishing a solid 
right in this long contested trade, we engaged to pull 
down our forts, and to destroy the only means of 
protecting it. What security have we, that our log- 
wood cutters shall not be molested in their naked 
and defenceless situation ? The King of Spain’s 
promise ! It is not words, but the power of repelling 
force by force, that can prevent hostilities or injus- 
tice. The strictures were concluded with asserting, 
that Goree, on the coast of Africa, had been surren- 
dered without the least apparent necessity ; that in the 
East Indies, the restitution W'as all from one side, that 
we had conquered every thing, and retained nothing. 
In Europe, France had only one conquest to restore, 
IVlinorca; and for this island we had given her the 
E'dst Indies, the West Indies, and Africa. Belleisle 
alone, they affirmed, was a sufficient equivalent. 

In reply to these attacks it wa.s argued that France 
'would never have consented to a total dereliction of 
the fishery ; that the cession of the isles of Cape Breton 
and 8t. John to England was more than equivalent 
to the sheltering places of St. Pierre and Miquelon, 
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in which she was only allowed to keep such a small 
number of troops as were barely sufficient to enforce 
the police j that her share in the fishery was very consi- 
derably impaired ; and that the re.sidenceof an English 
commissary would be a .subject of humiliation to her 
without any advantage to us. The security of our 
colonies upon the continent of America was, they 
said, the original object of the war; the danger to 
which they were exposed, and the immense wa.ste of 
blood and treasure which ensued to Great Britain, 
together with the calamities which were, from the 
same source, derived upon the four quarters of the 
world, left no doubt that it was our be.st policy to 
guard against all possibility of the return of such 
evils. Experience has shewn us, that while France 
possessed any single place in America, whence .she 
could molest our settlements, they could never enjoy 
repose; to remove France from our neighbourhood in 
America, therefore, or to contract her power within 
the narrowe.st limits, was worth purchasing by almost 
any concession. The absolute security derived from 
this plan, included in itself an indemnification. They 
pointed out the great increase of population in those 
colonies within a few years, shewing that their trade 
with the mother country had increased therewith, and 
added, that our American planters would, in a very 
.short time, furnish as large a demand of our manu- 
factures, as all the working hands of Great Britain 
could supply ; that extent of territory and a number 
of subjects are matters of as much consideration to a 
state attentive to the sources of real grandeur, as the 
mere advantages of traffic, .such ideas being rather 
suitable to a limited and petty commonwealth, like 
Holland, than to a great, powerful, and warlike nation. 
Having, for thesp reasons, made very large demands 
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ill North America, it was necessary to relax in other 
Jjhrts. France would never be brought to any very 
considerable cession in the West Indies: but the 
existence of her settlements depended upon ours in 
North America, she not being any longer left a place 
whence they can be supplied with provisions. They 
did not deny the importance of the Havannah ; but 
insisted, that the whole country of Florido, with fort 
St. Augustine and the bay of Pensacola, was far from 
being a contemptible equivalent. It extended the 
British dominions along the .joast to the mouth of the 
Mississippi : it removed au asylum for the slaves of 
the English colonies, who were continually escaping 
to St. Augustine; it .deprived the Spaniards of uii 
easy avenue, through which they could invade Georgia 
and Carolina: it atlbrded a large territory, a strong 
frontier, and a good port in the bay of Mexico. The 
liberty and security which the King of Spain engaged 
to afford to the English logwood cutters, was another 
material consideration ; the fortifications on the coast 
were to be demolished, because we only claimed a 
privilege of cutting and taking away this wood by 
indulgence. That privilege is now confirmed, and 
what more, consistently with reason and justice, could 
we demand P Could his Catholic Majesty have made 
a fuller or more adequate compen.sation for the Ha- 
vannah, without dismembering his empire, or exposing 
its commerce to inevitable ruin ? Had Great Britain, 
they argued, fought for herself alone, and restricted 
her efforts to her own element, she might have assumed 
a more peremptory tone in dictating the terms of the 
treaty ; and, if they were not acquiesced in, she might 
have resolved to keep all her conquests, and to pro-; 
secute hostilities to the full accomplishment of her 
wishes. But she was saddled with the protection of 
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her allies; and, on their account, involved in a double 
continental war, the expense of which overbalanced 
all the advantages she could derive from the success of 
her arms. France and Spain had declared, in plain 
terms, that, without the restitution of the islands and 
of the Havannah, peace could be of no service to 
them ; that they would rather hazard the continuance 
of the war, which, in the long run, must exhaust the 
finances and credit of England ; and, in the mean 
time, redouble their efforts in making an entire con-' 
quest of Portugal, which it could not be in the power 
of the British auxiliaries to prevent. 

\yith respect to the other cessions, they thought 
tlie rock of Goree of very little consequence, while 
Great Britain retained Senegal, which commanded the 
chief trade of the interior. The article which related 
to the East Indies was agreeable to the wishes of the 
English company, and did not afford those advantages 
to France which might be imagined ; first, said theyi 
because their fortifications, erected at a vast expense, 
have been totally destroyed ; and it cannot be ex- 
pected, in the situation of the French company, that 
they can, in the course of many years, if at all, 
rebuild them in the same manner. Besides, they are 
restrained by an express article from even making 
the attempt in the province of Bengal, and the king- 
dom of Orixa, or from keeping the least military 
force in either. Secondly, they have also agreed to 
acknowledge the reigning subas of the chief provinces 
in the peninsula, as the lawful sovereigns ; and these 
princes are all in our interest, as either owing the 
acquisition, or depending for the preservation of their 
power on our arms ; by which means our company is 
become, in effect, arbiter of that great and opulent 
coast, extending, on one side, from the Ganges to 
VOL. I. Z 
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cape Comorin, anil on the other, from the same cape to 
the mouth of the Indus. Thirdly, during the course 
of our successes, the traders and the manufacturers 
hare removed from the French to our settlements^ 
where they will have at least an equal market, and a 
superior protection ; and it will be difficult, if not 
impossible, to allure them back. What important 
sacrifices, then, have we made in the East Indies ? 
And, if the points yielded by Great Britain in all 
other parts of the globe are so fully justifiable on the 
principles of sound and liberal policy, surely, .the 
must wilful perverseness will not dare to deny, that in 
Europe the balance is considerably in her favour, the 
island of Minorca liaving been given her in exchange 
for Belleisle, besides obliging France to demolish the 
works belonging to the harbour of Dunkirk. Mr. Pitt 
had objected, with much earnestness, to the article by 
which France agreed to evacuate the Prussian fortres- 
ses, contending that the word should have been restore, 
but the House considered the meaning to be the same. 

Such were the principal arguments with which the 
preliminary articles u'ere attacked and defended. If 
nothing but the grossest flattery could assert that the 
treaty was free from defect, nothing hut the utmost 
perverseness could deny that it was likely to be pro- 
ductive of many great and essential advantages to 
this kingdom. Were it entitled to no other praise, 
it will remain as an everlasting monument of that 
equity and moderation which form the most lovely 
flowers in the wreath of conquest. The only fair 
object of war is a durable as well as an honour- 
able peace, which nothing is more likely to disturb 
than the indignant feelings excited by severe 
terras. A generous victor would never trample his 
enemy under foot, and there may sometimes be true^ 
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policy in even upholding' a rival. Sparta refused to 
enslave Athens, and Rome repented of having de- 
stroyed Carthage. If Great Britain had determined 
fully on keeping whatever would be advantageous to 
her, war must have been continued to extermination ; 
but, notwithstanding all her successes, she had strong 
reasons to wish for the restoration of peace. Had 
that event been longer delayed, she must shortly have 
made preparations for another campaign, and the 
defence of Portugal, in which success was by no 
means certain, would, in addition to other operations, 
require her utmost exertions, whilst an annually in- 
creasing expenditure, and a heavy accumulation of 
national debt, far exceeded any advantages which 
could be expected to result from a further prosecu- 
tion of the war. The number of men employed in 
the year 17G2 exceeded 337,000, whose services cost 
the nation about 18,000,000^ If the loss of men, 
which, to Great Britain alone, was supposed to be 
little short, during the war, of 300,000, be taken into 
the account, surely no real friend to his country or 
to mankind could wish for the continuance of such a 
prodigious expenditure of blood ‘and treasure. The 
mutual advantages of social intercourse between 
friendly nations are much more likely to restore the 
funds dissipated by war, than a pertinacious adherence 
to conquests. On the merits of the treaty the candid 
will decide from the crisis at which it was made, and 
not from any events that subsequently took place; 
but it must be remarked, that some few politicians, who 
incurred the charge of illiberality by the conjecture, 
thought th'dt the idea of security to the Knglish colo- 
nies in North America had been carried too far, and 
that the total expulsion of the French woidd embolden 
them to shake olf the control of the mother country, 

z 2 
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^hen they no long'er stood in need of her protection 
agninst a restless, active, and warlike neighbour. 

When the H onse divided on Mr. Fox’s motion, 
there appeared 319 for the address, and only 65 
against it. A committee was then appointed to pre- 
pare it; and on its being reported next day, another 
debate ensued, in which the old ground was trodden 
over again, and nothing new introduced, except a 
reproach on the ministry for not having insisted on 
the dis'oliition of the family compact. It was not 
likely that such an idea should have occurred to them 
in the course of the negociation. That compact, after 
all the noise it made in the political world at that time, 
was nothing more than a defensive alliance between 
the two branches of the house of Bourbon, for the 
mutual guaranty of their respective dominions, which 
any two nations have a right to contract : and a mu- 
tual concession of commercial privileges, with which 
every power has an undoubted right to indulge its 
allies, without giving just cause of offence to any 
neighbouring nation. The address, which was approv- 
ed by a majority of 227 against 63, stated the convic- 
tion of the House, that posterity wmuld hereafter agree 
in esteeming that peace to be no less honourable than 
profitable, by which Great Britain acquired such an 
addition of territory, attended with so great an exten- 
sion of commerce. This address put an end to the 
parliamentary contest on the subject of the peace, and 
nothing else of any moment w'as transacted in either 
House before the recess. The chief business consisted 
of votes of thanks to the army and navy for their 
great and important services. The renewal of the 
duties on malt, and of the land-tax, was the only part, 
of the ways and means for the service of the ensuing 
year, that was prepared for the royal assent on the 
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21 st of December j after which both Houses adjourned 
to the 20th of January. 

The history of this eventful year cannot be properly 
concluded without noticing a few detached occur- 
rences of minor interest. About its commencement 
an extraordinary and wicked imposture, attempted 
by a child not more than eleven years of age, 
<*xercised for some time the credulity, and engrossed 
the conversation of the inhabitants of the metro- 
polis. This child was the daughter of one Parsons^ 
the odiciatiiig clerk of St. Sepulchre’s', who lived 
in Cock Lane, West Smithfield. 'J’he girl, tu- 
tored in all appearance by her father for the pur- 
poses of malice, pretended to be visited by the spirit 
of a young woman, who had formerly lodged in the 
house, and who afterwards removing into the neigh- 
bourhood of Clerkenwell, had died about a year and 
a half before this period. This person, who went 
by the name of Mi-ss Fanny, had lived in familiarity 
with one Mr. Kent, a broker, the widower of her 
deceased sister, and who, after the death of his former 
wife, would willingly have married Fanny : but this 
union being forbid by the canon law, the parties lived 
together in great harmoiiy, but without the sanction 
of the church, until .she was seized with the small- 
pox, of which di.stemper she died. Her lover, it 
seems, had incurred the resentment of Parson.s, by 
pressing him for the payment of some money ; and 
this is .supposed to have been the source of the plan 
which Parsons now projected for the broker's destruc- 
tion. His .daughter pretended to see the apparition 
of Fanny, wh9.se favourite she had been. She was 
seized with fits and agitations; and strange noises of 
scratching, fluttering,- whispering, and knocking were 
heard in the apartment where she lay. A woman. 
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M'ho lived in the hoiiae, and was an accomplice in the 
impost ; retended to hold conferences with the 
g^liost. She a ked, if it was the spirit of Funny? 
and, if it was, desired the affirmative mig^ht be sig'- 
nified by a certain number of distinct knocks, which 
were heard accordingly. Slie then asked if the spirit 
had any thing to disclose for the detection of guilt? — 
if it Was the spir t of Fanny ?— if lier death had been 
hastened by violent means ? — if those means had been 
used by Mr. Kent, with whom she lived ? To all 
these, and many oth^r inquiries of the same tendency, 
answers were made in the affirmative, by three dis- 
tinct knocks to each interrogation j and this sort of 
converse w’as often repeated in the hearing of many dif- 
ferent companies, who crowded to the bouse to satisfy 
their curiosity. The sound of the knocks varied at 
different times, and seemed to proceed occasionally 
from different parts of the room. Other noises of 
scratching, rustling, whispering, and something like 
the fluttering of wings, were frequently perceived 
while the child lay in bed, seemingly insensible; for 
her presence was the sole condition on which the 
spirit would make itself known, and it would follow 
her wheresoever she should be cojiveyed. The cir- 
cumstances of this strange visitation interested the 
public to such a degree, that, in all assemblies, from 
the highest to the most humble, nothing was heard 
but remarks on the ever-varying wonders of the spirit 
in Cock Lane, where there was a perpetual flux and 
reflux of people of all ranks and characters. What 
was at first proposed as the gratification of revenge 
alone, became now a source of considerable profit, 
as every person paid for admittance to the haunted 
chamber. Among the lower class of people this ridi- 
culous imposture produced a general spirit of infatUf 
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ation, and filled the domestics of almost every family 
'with such terrors as greatly disconcerted them in the 
performance of their ordinary business. Many weak 
minds, in respectable spheres of life, ivere infected 
with the fears of the vulgar. Some individuals, who 
entered the house with a view to mirth and ridi- 
cule, were so struck with the scene, th-at they became 
converts to the general belief. It even made an 
impression 'Upon some persons of superior understand- 
ing ; and one or two clergymen openly declared they 
could no longer discredit the reality of this superna- 
tural visitation. In vain was it suggested by a few 
of more discernment, and less credulity, that such 
deceptions were very practicable, considering the 
known faculty that many people, called ventriloquists, 
have had of uttering strange noises, and making them 
appear to come from any place they thought proper, 
without the least visible motion of their lips. Some 
strong proofs were, however, necessary for the detec- 
tion of the imposture ; and proper .steps having been 
taken for the purpose, the whole was demonstrated 
with the fullest ^evidence. The child was removed 
to the house of Mr. Aldrich, rector of St. John’s, 
Clerkenwell, and there undressed, examined, and put 
into a bed without any furniture, by some ladies. Se- 
veral gentlemen of character also ivttended; but after 
sitting rather more than an hour, and hearing nothing, 
they went down stairs, where they interrogated the 
girl’s father, who denied, in the strongest terms, any 
knowledge or belief of fraud. As the supposed .spirit 
had before publicly promised, by an affirmative knock, 
that it would attend one of the gentlemen into the 
vault under St. John’s church, where the bodv of 
Fanny was deposited, and give a token of its presence 
there by a knock upon its coffin, it was determined 
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to make this trial of its veracity or existence. The. 
vault was visited at the hour appointed •, and the g’eu- 
tleninn, a Mr. Moore, lecturer of St. Sepulchre’s, to 
whom the promise was made, went down into it, 
attended by two of the company : one of whom was 
the celebrated Dr. Johnson, who united with great 
vigour of mind in other re.spects the most ehildi.sli 
credulity, and the mo.st abject superstition. The 
spirit was solemnly required to perform its promise : 
but nothing more than .silence ensued. The person 
supposed to be accused by the ghost then went down, 
with several others, but no effect was perceived. The 
girl being then reconveyed, at her own desire, to her 
father’s house, the noises returned ; and the spurious 
ghost signitied, in the u.snal way, that it did not exhi- 
bit in the vault, because the body had been previously 
removed thence, and was now interred in another 
place. The vault was again visited by .several per- 
sons of ciedit, among whom were the undertaker, 
clerk, and sexton of the pari.sh, in whose, presence 
the coffin was opened, and the body found nearly 
consumed. This was an evidence which ought to 
have undeceived the most credulous ; but as it was 
still asserted, that the girl, though removed to other 
bouses, and muffled hand and foot, w'us constant- 
ly followed by the noisy spirit, a farther jiemon- 
stration of the cheat was deemed lequi.site. 'With 
this view' her bed was tied up in the manner of a 
hammock, about a yard .and a half from the ground, 
and her hands and feet were extended as wide as 
they could without injury, and fastened with lillels 
for two nights successively, during which no noi.ses 
were lieard. Next day, being pre.s.sed to confess, and 
being told, that, if the knockings and scratehings 
were not heard any more, she, her father, and n\ )ther. 
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'would be sent to Newgate] and'half an hour being 
given her to consider, she desired she might be put 
to bed, to try if the nui.ses would come ; but in vain. 
She then obtained another night for a last trial ; and 
in the mean time found means to conceal under her 
stays a board about four inches broad, and six long, 
which was used to set the kettle upon. Thus pro- 
vided, she got into bed, and said she would bring 
Fanny at six the next morning. But the master of 
the house, and a friend of his, having been informed 
by the maid-servants of what the girl had done, im- 
patiently waited for the appointed hour, when she 
began to knock and scratch upon the board, remark-- 
ing, however, as if with great simplicity, that “these 
noises were not like those which used to be made.” 
On being told, that she had taken a board to bed, 
she denied it ; was searched, and caught in a falsehood. 
As the noises the girl made that morning were, in 
fact, very different from the former ones, it was sup- 
posed that the organs with which she invisibly pro- 
duced the imposing sounds, were not always in a 
proper tone for that purpose, and that being frightened 
by the threats made use of the two preceding nights, 
she resolved to try whether she could keep up the 
deception by a piece of board. Notwithstanding 
these successive proofs of the imposture, the repu- 
tation of the Cock Lane ghost maintained its ground 
among the populace; and the person whom it accused 
was detested as an infamous murderer, who had poi- 
soned a poor young creature, after having robbed' her 
of her innocence. It was of little service to him to 
publish, in vindication of his character from so horrid 
a charge, the affidavits of the physician and apothe- 
cary who had attended her in her illness, and the 
testimonies of those who had conversed with her in 
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her last moments, and had seen the tender parting 
between them. Under these circumstances, he had 
recourse to the protection of the law, by commencing 
a prosecution against Parsons, the father of the child, 
a certain ecclesiastic, who had been very active in 
the behalf of the pretended spirit, and some othersi 
who, by supporting the imposture, had contributed 
to his ruin. They were convicted of a conspiracy 
before Lord Chief Justice Mansfield, who would not 
Bufi'er them to make the least attempt towards proving 
that the visitation w'as, or mighfhave been superna- 
tural. lie treated such a supposition with the con- 
tempt it deserved, and represented the whole as an 
infamous im|)osture. Parsons was condemned to the 
pillory and two years imprisonment : his wife was 
imprisoned for half that time : the w'omnn who acted 
as interpreter for the spirit, was committed to Bride- 
well, to be kept for six months to hard labour ; and 
the clergyman, together with a reputable tradesman 
who had been very bu.sy in this transaction, .were 
dismissed with a severe reprimand, after having com- 
promised the affair with the prosecutor, to whom they 
paid a considerable sum of money. 

Public curiosity was soon after amused in a much 
more agreeable and innocent manner by the arrival 
of thr ee Cherokee chiefs from South Carolina, the 
object of whose embassy w'as to settle a lasting peace 
with the English nation. They arrived in May, but 
had not their first audience of the King till the 9th of 
July. The principal person of the three was called 
Outacite, or Man-killer, on account of his martial 
exploits. The King received them w'ith great affabi- 
lity, and directed that they should be entertained at 
his expen.se. Their behaviour in his presence was 
remarkably decent. The man who assisted as inter- 
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preter on this occasion, instead of one who set out 
with them, but died on his passag’e, was so confu.sed, 
that thoug'h they staid for above an hour and a lialf 
with his Majesty, he could ask but few questions. 
They were all well made men, near six feet high, 
their faces and necks coarsely painted of a copper 
colour, and with no appearance of hair on their 
heads. Tliey had come over in the dress of their 
country, consisting of a shirt, trowsers, and mantle, 
their heads covered with skull-caps, and adorned 
with shells, feathers, ear-rings, and other gewgaws 
of the like sort ; but on their arrival in London, they 
were conducted to a house taken for them in Suffolk 
Street, and habited more in the English manner. 
When introduced to his Majesty, Oiitacite wore a 
blue mantle covered with lace, and had his head 
richly ornamented. On his breast hung a silver gor- 
get with his Majesty’s arms engraved on it. The 
two other chiefs were in scarlet richly adorned with 
gold lace, and had also silver gorgets on their breasts. 
During their stay in England, for about two months, 
they were invited to the tables of several of the nobi- 
lity, and were shewn every thing that could serve to 
inspire them with preper ideas of the power and 
grandeur of the nation. But, what is very remark- 
able, the y expressed no emotions of surprise at any 
object, however curious in its own nature, or seem- 
ingly adapted to strike the imaginatiun of a savage. 
They traversed the metropolis, every street of which 
contained more people than the collected huts of a 
whole Indian nation : they beheld the shops and 
warehouses filled with a profusion of wealth and 
merchandize ; and the river covered with trading 
vessels from all parts of the globe : they surveyed 
the churches, palaces, hospitals, and some of the 
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most eleg^ant seats of the nobility and g'entry ; they 
viewed the g'uards exercised in the Park; the armoury 
at the Tower ; the splendour and magnificence of the 
court ; the train of artillery, the camps, the fleets, the 
dock-yards in different parts of the kingdom ; in a 
word, they saw all the improvements of arts and 
mechanics, the commerce, strength, and opulence of 
England, without discovering the least symptom of 
admiration. This was accounted for by some people 
from their total ignorance of our language, and their 
want of means to express their sentiments otherwise 
than by their gestures. But even the.se would' have 
.served to indicate, however imperfectly, the impres- 
sion made upon them by such sights. Their indif- 
ference to all tho.se objects of novelty and grandeur 
was therefore ascribed, with greater shew of. reason, 
to a sort of brutal insensibility, which seems to be 
the character of the North American tribes in gene- 
ral, notwithstanding all the encomiums which some 
writers have lavished on the natural good sense and 
sagacity of those savage.s. The chiefs were likewise 
conducted to the theatres, and other places of amuse- 
ment in and about London, where they constantly 
drew after them innumerable crowds of spectators, to 
the no small emolument of the owners of those places, 
some having even raised their prices, to make the most 
of such unusual gijests. Here they behaved in general 
with great faqiiliarity, shaking hands very freely with 
all those who thought proper to solicit that mark of 
their good nature. They carried home with them 
articles of peace between his Majesty and their 
nation, with a handsome pre.sent of warlike instru- 
ments, -and such other things as they seemed to place 
the greatest value on. 

In vain have some cynics, as if actuated by a wish 
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to degrade their own species, drawn laboured and 
disingenuous parallels between savage and civilised 
life, in which they strove to turn the scale in favour 
of the former. Such men wrote, from their closets 
only, the dictates of ignorance, affectation, iir malig- 
nity. Every opportunity of intercourse with the 
savages of North America has shewn them to be 
stupid and unsocial in time of peace, and in war 
capable only of acts of treachery and ferocity. Such 
were the impressions made upon the minds of the 
most accurate observers by the Cherokee chiefs, dur- 
ing their singular embassy in England ; and such is 
the general testimony of those who have intermixed 
much with the savages in their own country, or have 
ever been engaged in hostilities against them. But 
war between civilized nations frequently presents, in 
the midst of all its horrors, objects which afford 
exquisite pleasure to the feeling heart. Some strik- 
ing instances of this kind occurred even in tfie last 
year of the violent contest between England and the 
house of Bourbon, when all parties were inBamed to 
the highest pitch of mutual animosity. 

On the 12th of January, a French frigate, called 
the Zenobie, of twenty-two guns and 210 men, com- 
manded by Mr. de Sage, which had sailed two days 
before from Havre de Grace, was attacked by a 
violent storm ; and the crew, finding all efforts to 
weather it ineffectual, and their situation at sen be- 
coming every luoiiient more desperate, were obliged, 
as the last resource, to run the ship ashore on the 
peninsula of Portland. Only seVenty-oiie of the men 
with great difficulty were saved ; and these must 
have perished through the rapacious cruelty of the 
inhabitants who live by plunder, piracy, and ship- 
wrecks, had it not been fo/ the humane interposi- 
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tion of the commander of Portland, who removed 
them to Weymonth. His Majesty was no sooner 
made acquainted with their deplorable circumstances, 
than he ordered that they shoidd he immediately 
clothed, 'and supplied with all other accommodations 
and entertainment at his expense. The lords of the 
admiralty also wrote an answer to a petition they had 
sent, informing^ them that war would never prompt 
the English nation to add captivity to mist'ortune; 
and that they were not considered as prisoners. 

It was not long before this act of generosity and 
humanity was retaliated by the subjects of France. 
On the 21st of February, an English trading vessel 
was driven on shore near Havre de Grace, in a dread- 
ful hurricane, and dashed to pieces ; but the crew 
very fortunately escaped with their lives. The com- 
mandant of the town, being informed of the affair, 
afforded them the most hospitable reception. They 
were quartered at a coffee-house, and the common 
men had each of them a daily allowance of thirty 
sous, about fifteen pence English money, while they 
remained there. No convenient opportunity offered 
of sending them back to their own country till the 
middle of March. 

But the humanity of a civilized people to an enemy 
in distress w'as still more signally displayed in the 
attack upon Nova Colonia, the unfortunate issue of 
which has been already related. The English com- 
modore’s ship, the Clive, took fire in the very instant 
of victory. The spectacle was dreadful beyond the 
power of description. All the sides of the vessel 
<were immediately crowded with naked men, who but 
a few minutes before reckoned themselves almost in 
the assured possession of wealth and conquest, preci- 
pitating themselves into the sea, with the melancholy 
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ultcM-native of a death by fire or water. Some clung 
to the yards and rigging, until tlie prevalency of the 
fluincs forcing them to loose their holds, they tumbled 
into the deep. The fire of the Spaniards, which 
recommenced on this accident, redoubled their dis- 
tress ; and many who might have escaped drowning, 
perished by the shot. Several had lost their limbs in 
the engagement who lay bleeding and helpless on the 
deck, and, without the least power of shifting their 
situation, beheld the flames approach them. No 
assistance could be given, all being occupied by their 
own distress, and intent on their own preservation. 
Tint what will reflect eternal honour on the Spanish 
garrison, is, that the moment they were relieved from 
Qiiy farther dread of the assailants by this terrible 
catastrophe, and the retreat of the other ships, they 
immediately turned their thoughts to the assistance 
of such of the crew as had escaped from the fire, and 
got ashore. There these brave but unfortunate men 
were treated with a degree of tenderness which could 
not be exceeded, if the same calamity had happened 
to them on the coast of their own country, and- amongst 
their dearest friends and relations. Instead of regard- 
ing them as persons who came to plunder and destroy 
their settlements, the Spaniards considered their mis- 
fortunes, not their enmity, and treated them rather as 
sons than captives. The English came to them naked: 
they clothed them all decently, and used them in every 
other instance with equal indulgence and generosity. 
The war closed with an action the fittest in the world 
to infuse sentiments correspondent to a state of peace 
and union between brave and generous notions, whose 
iindoubfed interest it is to be always united. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Soon after the close of so fierce and general a war, 
Europe exhibited a reviving prospect to the philoso- 
phical observer. He saw the rage of conquest every 
where subdued, and the spirit of useful labour and 
improvement superseding that of rapacity and devas- 
tation. The late scenes of blood were quickly covered 
with the sweetest verdure ; and the towns and villages 
which had been destroyed rose more beautiful from 
their ruins. Nations, tired of hostile strife, began now 
to cdhfine their efforts to objects of npbler emulation,— 
to the arts of utility and happiness, — to the pursuits 
of industry, genius, and science. Even the most 
ambitious among their sovereigns appeared to be at 
length convinced, that extent of dominion was too 
dearly purchased by the lives of thousands ; that san- 
guinary glory was equally pernicious and contempt- 
ible ; and that more wealth and real power could be 
derived from the honest endeavours of their subjects 
to enrich themselves, than from their servile assistance 
in plundering, destroying, or enslaving others. In 
short, a calm and benign peace seemed brooding over 
this quarter of the globe ; and the internal state of 
every country afforded the best pledge for the conti- 
nuance and increase of its blessings. 

Russia, though at a distance from the theatre of 
war, had most sensibly felt its havoc in the decrease 
of its inhabitants. Tn that vast empire, to the extent 
of which its population is so extremely dispropor- 
tioned, the loss of a man cannot be compensated by 
military laurels. In the northern provinces th# human 
race exists with difficulty, from the severity of the 
climate and the barrenness of the soil, without being 
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exposed to the more destriictii^e ravag-es of the sword ; 
and, in the southern districts, if large armies are more 
easily collected, the state of the revenue was at that 
time but ill adapted to the increased expenses which 
attended the employment of troops in distant coun- 
tries. The particular situation of the Empress, also, 
concurred to render her averse to any precipitate 
quarrels with her neiglibonrs. It was nece^ary, for 
some time at least, that she shoiild confine her views 
to her own safety; that she should collect, within 
itself, all the force of the empire, in order to oppose 
it to the designs of the many malecon tents with whom 
Russia was known to abound, and who, though not 
attached to the interest of the late czar, and little 
inclined to revenge his fate, would have found both 
inducement and opportunity for raising troubles, and 
attempting new changes. Very plausible pretences 
for such attempts existed since the reign of Peter the 
First, who, while he aimed at improving and strength- 
ening his kingdom, left in it, at the same time, the 
seeds of civil wars and revolutions. The attention 
of Denmark and Sweden was not less engrossed lyr 
objects of domestic concern. His Danish majesty, 
Frederic the Fifth, having amicably settled with 
Russia whatever was in dispute concerning the dutchy 
of Holstein, resumed his former measures for promot- 
ing the happiness of his people, and converting to the 
most profitable account, the opportunities of a friendly 
intercourse with the nations round him. The genius 
of the Swedes had too long been turned to arms. 
Dazzled by the splendour of bccasional, but extraor- 
dinviry success, they had fancied themselves born only 
to regulate the destinies of empires, and the hope of 
plunder had been united to the love of glory. It 
required the experience of a century and a half to 
VOL. 1. 2 B 
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undeceive them in their false notions of g^randeiir, 
and to convince them that their natnral poverty was 
not to be remedied by martial exploits Tlie ex- 
hausted state of the kingdom, tlie loss of former con- 
quests, the elevation of Russia, and the near example 
of Danish industry, made them sensible that it was 
time for them to lay aside the military charanter, and 
to betake themselves to the useful arts. Pea^ e was 
become the wish of the whole nation ; and their king 
favoured this rational propensity, not only from a just 
perception of its advantages, but from being con- 
stantly harassed by factions in the senate, and by the 
jealousy or intr'gues of his enemies at home, without 
seeking for others abroad. With regard to the King of 
Prussia, after iiaving exhausted all the resources of 
liis genius in the course of a long and dreadful strug- 
gle, towards the close of which his salvation was 
owing to an incident beyond the reach of even hope 
itself, it was not probable that he would be very 
forward airain to commit his affairs to the chances of 
war. The Empress-queen, on her part, had as little 
' temptation to disturb the g'eneral tranquillity. Since 
she failed to reduce Silesia, or even to recover the 
smallest particle of her losses, with such an exertion 
of her own strength, and with such an alliance as was 
never before united, she must have been satished of 
the folly and madness of renewing the calamities with 
which Germany had for six years been afflicted. To 
this consideration was also added her natural desire 
to settle her numerous offspring, and particularly to 
secure the Archduke Joseph’s succession to the impe- 
rial diadem, by having him previously elected King 
of the Romans. She herself had experienced the 
difficulty of establi,sliing the claims of birth, even 
under the sanction of assenting powers, at the death 
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of her father, who left no male issue. It was there- 
fore necessary to behave in the most conciliating 
manner towards the electors, in order to prevent any 
opposition to the choice of her son. In consequence 
of her prudent policy, he was crowned at Frankfort, 
the 3d of April, 1764; and, the year after, on the 
death of his father, he ascended the throne with as 
little noise and bustle as if it had been hereditary. 

In this survey of the situation of the late belligerent 
powers at the close of the war, it would be unneces- 
sary to make any remarks on France and Spain, as 
their motives for being so earnest to conclude the 
treaty of peace have been already explained, were it 
not that the prevalence of interior dissensions, chiefly 
in the former, afforded some farther pledges of her 
external inofFensivene.ss. The King of France had 
hardly put an end to foreign hostilities, when he was 
engaged in a contest with his own parliaments, which, 
according to their original constitution, were supreme 
courts of justice, and had no share in the other con- 
cerns of government. But since the meetings of the 
states had been laid aside, the parliaments became in 
fact the only guardians of the rights of the nation ; 
and though they did not deny that the legislative as 
well as executive power resided in the king, they 
contrived a method of controlling the crown in the 
exercise of both. As no edict, or arret, had the force 
of law, till it was registered by them, they gradually 
assumed the liberty of suspending the registry for 
some time, and of remonstrating against the measure, 
if unpopular or oppressive. The court often found it 
expedient to act with seeming condescension, till the 
parliaments, encouraged by success, carried their 
resistance to greater lengths. Soon after the peace, 
the King issued an edict for the continuance of some 
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taxes which were to have ended with the war, and 
for imposing" new ones. Some regulations were made 
in like manner for enabling the crown to redeem its 
debts at twenty years purchase bf their then produce, 
which was very low. The parliaments considered 
those edicts as burdens on the people, and as viola- 
tions of the public faith. Without any previous 
concert, they all resolved on the most strenuous 
opposition, and determined to take this opportunity 
of setting up their own authority at so high a point 
as to prevent the like abuses in future. They refused 
to register the edicts, and prepared remonstrances, in 
which the language of fair argument derived force 
and animation from the spirit of manly freedom. The 
court, though alarmed, did not tamely give up the 
point; governors were sent down into the several 
provinces with orders, in the King’s name, to enforce 
obedience, but the parliaments issued arrets for seiz- 
ing and imprisoning any who dared to become the 
instruments of arbitrary power. In short, a civil 
convulsion seemed inevitable, when the King thought 
proper to compromise the dispute ; and from that 
moment it Mas evident, that any rash attempt of 
Louis to embroil himself with his neighbours, and 
consequently to increa.se the burdens of his subjects, 
would endanger his crown. As to Spain, the wounds 
she had lately received were so deep, that a great 
deal of time and care were necessary to heal them. 
She could not want any fresh proofs of the ruinous 
consequences of pride, treachery, and precipitance. 
As she also remained under the influence of French 
councils, there was the strongest reason to believe, 
that as long as France found it her interest to continue 
punctual in the observance of the peace, Spain would 
not take any step to violate it. 
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While the aspect of the great political bodies of 
Europe was so favourable towards each other, the Bri- 
tish government never felt greater occasion for the 
exertions of its vigilance and wisdom, to extinguish 
the flames of a new war, wliich suddenly burst out 
from the ashes of the former, with most of the savage 
nations in America; to regulate the distracted affairs 
of the East Indies ; and, above all, to defeat at home 
the designs of the factious. In the debates on the 
preliminary articles, the opposition appeared ex- 
tremely weak ; and many persons imagined that no 
serious design was entertained by any set of men, of 
branding with disgrace a system on which it was 
absolutely necessary that the nation should repose 
itself for a long time ; to which it w as therefore pro- 
peV the people should reconcile their minds; and 
which, at least, had a general merit sufl'icient to dis- 
pose them to acquiesce in the conditions of it. Hut 
the spirit of the party was not exhausted in the for- 
mer attempt. They lay in wait to fall upon the 
ndministratioii in the most critical time, and to w'ound 
them ill the most sensible part, the supplies. The 
business of impositions is, in itself, unpopular : and 
fertile minds can readily forbode almost any ill con- 
sequences from an untried tax; there being scarcely 
one public burden which may not, with great appear- 
ance of just reasoning, be traced in speculation to 
the mill of some branch of manufacture or commerce. 
Hesidc, though taxes were as necessary at the con- 
clusion, as during the continuance of the war, that 
necessity was not so evident; nor were they by any 
means so palatable, as when victory and plunder 
seemed to repay the national expenditure in glory and 
proht. The administration, fully aware of this, had 
determined to lay as few new taxes as the public 
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iservice could possibly admit, and every scheme of 
economy had been carried into effect. The profusion 
of the two lute reigns, in supporting the parliamen- 
tary interest of the court, bad, indeed, left consider- 
able room for retrenchment. The sums lavished in 
that manner were found, upon minute inquiry, to be 
extravagant almost beyond belief, as a chain of venal 
dependency reached from the highest minister down 
to the meanest domestic, each accumulating, without 
restraint or examination, profits and perquisites amount- 
ing often to ten times the value of their regulated 
appointments. The reform of such abuses occasioned 
an outcry from the numerous dependants of the late 
ministers, who pleaded practice and prescription in 
their favour, many of them even alleging that they 
had bought their posts from their superiors in office, 
and had therefore a right to make as much of them 
as they could. In lopping'off those excrescences of 
corruption, an equitable compensation was made to 
the persons dismissed ; an\l with regard to' such as 
were retained, care was taken that the servants of 
the state should receive no more than their lawful 
wages. These laudable savings not being, however, 
adequate to the necessities of the public, the ministry 
were doubly perplexed, not only on account of the 
difficulty of opening new resources at the close of a 
very expensive war, but also in consequence of their 
own repeated declarations, that a peace was neces- 
sary, in order to lighten the pressures qf the people. 
The following expedients appeared to them most 
eligible. They proposed to take 2,000,000?. from 
the sinking fund ; to issue exchequer bills to the 
amount of 1,800,000?. chargeable on the first aids to 
be granted the next session ; to borrow 2,800,000?. 
on annuities j and, lastly, to raise the sum of 700,000?. 
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by two lotteries in the course of the year. To defray 
the interest of these loans, amounting' in the whole to 
7,300,000/. an additional duty of 8/. a tun was to be 
laid on French wines, and 4/. a tun upon all other 
wines. No objection could well be urged against 
such impbsts ; but another duty was added, which 
afforded an opportunity of raising a popular clamour 
throughout the whole nation. This was a doty of 
4f. a hogshead on cyder and perry, to be paid by the 
maker, and to be subjected, with certain qualifica- 
tions, to all the laws of excise. 

No 'sooner was this tax laid before the House of 
Commons than opposition unmasked, as it were, all 
its batteries, and attacked not only the ways- and 
means proposed, but the very basis of economy on 
which the whole plan of the supplies was founded. 
They maintained, that the nation was far from being 
exhausted j that there were resources for carrying on 
the war at least two years longer, and much more 
towards clearing off incumbrances on the peace ; that 
as individuals abounded in we-alth, and as the public 
was loaded with an immense debt, it was in such 
circumstances the dictate of the wisest and most 
enlarged policy, to add as much as possible, by bold 
and liberal grants, to the income of the nation. 
After having censured the general spirit of the pro- 
po.sed system of finance, they examined its several 
branches, and differed with the mini.stry upon every 
particular. They condemned the lottery plan as 
encouraging the spirit of gambling, and giving an 
enormous profit to the subscribers. They thought 
that scarce any necessity could be pleaded in favour 
of a perversion of the sinking fund from its original 
purposes to the current service ; and that the appear- 
ance of tenderness for the people in such an expedient 
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was altogether deceitful, when they were exonerated 
for a tide only to he more heavily burdened after- 
wards, Tliese objections came with little weight 
from gentlemen, who, when in administration, had 
complained of the difficulties of levying new taxes ; 
had established the practice of lotteries, which, on 
all hands, were admitted to be necessary evils ; and 
'had given the greatest blows to the sinking fund it 
had ever received. They chiefly dwelt, however, on 
the cyder tax, contending that with regard to its 
object, it was partial and oppressive; and,' to the 
means of collecting ■ it, dangerous and unconstitu- 
tional ; that it laid a heavy burden on a few particular 
counties, which in every other article of the public 
.charge contributed their share, that it was dispropor- 
tionate and oppressive, operating on the landholders 
more severely than the land-tax ; on farmers as a heavy 
capitation, or a subjection to new, unknown, and per- 
plexed laws, and to tribunals arbitrary in their nature, 
and inconsi.stent with the principles of liberty, and 
that it would tend to introduce the excise haws into 
every private family. 

The friends of administration replied, that to aim 
at increasing the nation'al income by any farther taxes 
than what extreme necessity demanded, was a wild 
project : that every tax implied some discouragement 
to trade, because in its consequences it enhanced more 
or less, in foreign markets, the price of our manufac- 
tures, which must always, in time of peace, depend 
for their vent principally on their cheapness : that 
every tax also, in order to be effectual, naturally 
implied some restraint upon liberty: that nothing 
demonstrated more fully the solidity of these prin- 
ciples than the objections then urged against the duty 
on cyder and perry, a moderate and equitable itupo> 
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sition ; and that, of all men, it ill became those who 
spoke so strongly of continuing and enlarging the 
charge of the nation, to quarrel with one of the lea.st 
distressing resources which could be found for the 
public. As to the tax being unequal, every body, 
they said, knew, that in other counties, where the 
people drink beer, all private, as well as public con- 
.sumption, is charged, in the malt-tax, more heavily 
than cyder ; and as to the disproportion of the tax 
to the original value of the commodity, nothing could 
point out an object for taxation more strongly, than 
its original price being so low, that it might be sold 
cheap, even after the imposition. So far from this 
act extending the powers of the excise, the maker's of 
cyder were far more favoured than any other class of 
people under its jurisdiction, and the measure pro- 
posed no new interference in the affairs of private 
families, for if every gentleman in the nation was not 
subjected to the excise laws, it was because he did 
not chuse to make his own malt ; some who chose to 
do so being so subject ; but this act allowed all per- 
.soiis making cyder or perry for the use of their own 
families to compound f.'r the duty, and should they 
even not chuse to do so, if one man, they asked, ex- 
tracted an agreeable beverage from his apples, and 
another from his corn, what particular immunities or 
privileges w'as the former entitled to more than the 
latter ? Why was the cyder-honse of the one to be 
regarded as a greater sanctuary than the malt-house of 
the other ? The excise, they argued, wms co-eval w'ith 
the establishment of civil liberty in this country ; and 
the enlightened sons of freedom, who brought about 
the glorious revolution, could never believe that they 
sacrificed any essential part of their rights, by adopt- 
ing the cheapest and most productive means of col- 
VOL. T. 2 C 
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lectiiig’ certain branches of the public revenue. With 
reg'artl to lheexccssivcpreiniuiii.s whichtheg'ovcrnnaent 
was obliged to give for money, they tlirew the blame 
on the former ministry, who, they said, had so fre- 
quently and So immoderately applied to public credit, 
that they had raised the terms of the lenders ; and 
that though the return of peace might be supposed, 
by its natural operation, to put new life into public 
credit, that operation had been prevented by the rise 
of domestic faction. They justified the aj 'plication 
of the sinking fund to the service of the yi ar, by the 
reason and propriety of the measure itself, as vi'ell as 
by the frequency of the exaniple. They asked, if it 
were not better to postpone a possible payment of 
some part of the public debt, than to increase the 
capital amount of it, and in the mean time burden 
with new taxes industry and commerce, already sink- 
ing under the loads that had been laid upon them 
through the profuse management of the late war. 
The last circumstance was added on account of the 
almost incredible demands that were made upon the 
government by contractors of all kinds, foreign as 
well as domestic, some of whom were known to have 
made fortunes in the course of the war, far exceeding 
what fell to the share even of the great- Duke of 
Marlborough, during the same number of campaigns. 

Whatever impression these arguments must have 
made on the majority of both Houses of Parliament, 
it is certain that they were found insufbeient to quiet 
the clamours which had been excited, and of which 
the subject of complaint relative to the supplies had 
been the pretence only, and not the cause. Every 
quarter was full of tumult and confusion. Libels, 
audacious beyond example, were circulated through- 
out the kingdom ; and the writers seemed to vie with 
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each other only in scurrility and falsehood. The 
lord-mayor, aldermen, and commons, of London, in- 
structed their representatives, in terms that conveyed 
no favourable ideas of the intentions of the govern- 
ment, to oppose the cyder-bill; and many other 
members, in consequence of having received similar 
instructions from their constituents, did not support 
the ministry on this occasion. Tlie latter, however, 
steadily pursued their point, and accomplished it, 
though petitions against the bill from the city of 
London were presented to both Houses. The very 
instant it was known the bill had passed the Lords, 
the city carried up a third petition to his Majesty, 
imploring^ him not give his royal assent to so much 
of it as .subjected the 'makers of cyder and perry to 
the, laws of excise, a proceeding which, in fact, b.e- 
seeched his Majesty to prefer the advice and opinion 
of the corporation of London to that of both Houses 
of Parliament. The second and third reading of the 
bill in the House of Lords had also been attended by 
two protests, each signed by three noblemen, and 
including an exact repetition of the same objec- 
tions. 

A few days after the passing of this bill, in which 
alone the minister had not so considerable a majority 
as usual, the Earl of Bute resigned his office of first 
lord of the treasury, aud Sir Francis Da.shwood that 
of chancellor of the exchequer. The resignation of 
the latter excited very little surprise; although a man 
of undoubted integrity, the business of finance was 
neither suited to his inclination, nor to his talents; 
but the Earl of Bute’s conduct was the subject of 
much astonishment. His enemies affected a momen- 
tary triumph, as if they had forced him to quit the 
helm : but it soon appeared that he had only volun- 
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tarily withdrawn himself, and that none of the party 
in opposition gained a single appointment by his 
removal. The assertions which gained most ground 
were, that the Earl, being alarmed at the rising tern- 
pest of popular fury, and afraid of a parliamentary 
inquiry into some of his late measures, had bargained 
for his personal safety with his successors in office; 
and that every thing was still governed by his secret 
influence. The very same thing had been said of 
Walpole, the whig favourite in the preceding reign, 
and of the ministry who succeeded him, but animosity 
and prejudice seldom attend to the nice distinctions 
of character and circumstances. Walpole resigned, 
because he saw that there was a confirmed majority 
in Parliament against him, and that nothing but a 
compromise with some of his political adversaries 
could screen him from danger. The Earl of Bute 
left office with a powerful majority in his favour ; so 
that his retiring to a private station might rather be 
looked upon as a bold challenge to his enemies, and 
ns dictated by a consciousness of unimpeachable rec- 
titude. Some of the earl’s dependants, who were 
likely to feel the loss of a patron, loudly exclaimed 
against his abandoning, as they called it, his friends 
and his sovereign, just when a little perseverance 
would have entirely defeated all opposition, and ren- 
dered his power immoveable. But the most dispas- 
sionate and best informed observers said, th'at the earl 
was, perhaps, the last man in the world to be influenced 
by popular opinion, or intimidated by popular fury : 
that he had given a proof of this by being the first to 
oppose Mr. Pitt, though at that time the idol of the 
people, when the latter recommended in council an 
immediate rupture with Spain ; that the steady vigour 
with which he had conducted the war, and the lead 
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which he finally took in the great and necessary, but 
dangerous undertaking of making peace, sufficiently 
demonstrated his firmness, and his contempt of cen- 
sure, and that when he had done that important ser- 
vice, he resolved that the factious party should not 
have even the poor pretence of objecting his private 
ambition as the cause of di.sturbances which had been 
raised solely l)y their own. After all, it is impossible 
to speak of the Earl of Bute’s private motives with 
confidence or certainty. They were probably known 
but to a few of his most intimate friends. But what- 
ever might have been the cause of his resignation, it 
certainly did not abate the public ferment, as the ends 
of the popular leaders were not in any respect answer- 
ed by it. The door still remained shut against their 
admission into office. Mr. Grenville was appointed 
first commissioner of the treasury and chancellor of 
the exchequer; and his former seat at the head of the 
admiralty was filled by Lord Sandwich. The Earls 
of Halifax and Egremont continued to be the two 
secretaries of state: Mr. Fox was removed to the 
Upp er House, on being created Lord Holland ; but 
as no new characters were introduced, the conduct of 
public affairs did not appear to be in the smallest de- 
gree affected by the late minister’s retirement. 

On the 19th of April, just ‘three days after those 
arrangements in administration had taken place, the 
King went to the House of Lords, and closed the. 
session with a speech, in which he observed that the 
articles of peace had been rendered still more advan- 
tageous by the definitive treaty ; that from a desire of 
strict economy the array would be reduced below the 
usual peace establishment; that his Majesty lamented 
the necessary addition to the public burdens, and that 
it was his intention to apply the money arising from 
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the sale of such prizes as were vested in the crown to 
the public service. 

This speech, though breathings the true spirit of a 
patriot King’, and carrying with it an indisputable 
proof of its sincerity in the promised application of 
the French prize-money to the. public service, was a 
few days after criticised with the utmost malignity 
and insolence in a periodical publication entilh d the 
“ North Briton.” The author of this libel was John 
Wilkes, at that time member of parliament for Ayles- 
bury, who, being involved in the greatest distress by 
vice and dissipation, had often applied to the ministry 
for some post that might repair his shattered fortunes ; 
but prepossessions arising from his known profligacy 
were so strong against him, th.it he failed of success, 
and resolved, as he openly declared, to try how far it 
was practicable to carry the licentiousness of language, 
under pretext of exercising the liberty of the press. 
Though he had no pretension to genius or eloquence, 
he possessed the more dangerous talent of expertness 
in seasoning his writings to suit the taste, and to in- 
inflame the minds, of the vulgar. Perceiving the 
stoical indifference of the ministry with regard to 
their own persons, he aimed his abuse at the King 
himself, and in the 45th number of his paper, ani- 
madverted upon his speech with such daring acri- 
mony, that the secretaries of state thought themselves 
obliged, in vindication of the grossly insulted honour 
of the sovereign, to take up the author. The process 
for this purpose was a loose office form, which had 
been constantly practised ever since the revolution, 
and never censured during that period. It was a 
warrant of a generahnature, signed by Lord Halifax, 
and directed to four of his Majesty's messengers, 
commanding them to apprehend, without specifying 
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any names, the authors, printers, and publishers of 
thnt-seditious and treasonable paper. In consequence 
of these orders, George Kearsley the publisher, and 
several printers, were apprehended ; and their exami- 
nation affording sufticient ground for fixing upon Mr. 
Wilkes as the author, the messengers went to his 
house on the 29th of April, late at night, and pro- 
duced their warrant. Mr. Wilkes excepted to its 
generality, and as his name was not mentioned in it, 
he threatened the fii*st man who should offer violence 
to his person in his own house at that unseasonable 
hour. The messengers thought proper to retire ; but 
they returned next morning, and carried him in a 
coach before one of the secretaries of state, partly, as 
he alleged, by fpree. On his refusing to answer any 
questions relative to the charge brought against him, 
the following warrant for his commitment was signed 
bv both the secretaries of state, and was addressed to 
the constable of the Tower, or liis deputy : 

‘‘ These are, in his MajewSty’s name, to authorize 
and require you to receive into your custody the body 
of John Wilkes, Esq. herewith sent you, for being* 
the author and publisher of a most infamous and sedi- 
tious libel, entitled. The North Briton, No. XLV ; 
tending to inflame the minds and alienate the affec- 
tions of the people from his Majesty, and to excite 
them to traiterous insurrections against the govern- 
ment : and to keep him safe and close, until he shall 
be delivered by due course of law; anti lor so doing' 
this shall be your warrant. Given at St. James’s, the 
30th of April, 17G3, in the third year ol’ his Majesty’s 
reign,” 

A copy of this warrant was readily granted to Mr. 
Wilkes’s solicitor by Major Rainsford, the command- 
ing officer at the Tower, but no persons were admit- 
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■ ted to speak with the prisoner. The -like measures 
had been constantly adopted upon similar occasions ; 
but this restraint was represented as an infring’ement 
of the rights of the subject, and a wanton stretch of 
tyrannical cruelty. The seizure and sealing up of his 
papers, a thing never omitted upon taking into cus- 
tody any person charged with being the author of a 
treasonable libel, was called downright robbery, not- 
withstanding that peculiar delicacy was observed in 
the present case ; for the under-secretary of state, and 
the solicitor to the treasury attended, and invited the 
friends of Mr. Wilkes to be present at sealing up his 
papers, an operation which had in past- times been 
performed by the messenger, were he ever so rude 
or illiterate. Even the committal to the Tower, 
which was chosen from respect to the person of a 
member of Parliament, was employed by the agents 
of faction to excite terror, and to swell the popular 
alarm. Immediately on the lirst intimation of Mr. 
Wilkes’s having been apprehended by the King’s 
messengers, a motion was made in the court of Com- 
mon Pleas for an habeas corpus, which was granted ; 
but the prothonotary’s office not being open, the 
Juibeas corpus could not be sued out till four o’clock 
in the afternoon, before which time Mr. Wilkes had 
been committed to the Tower. The Monday morning 
after, the court of Common Pleas ordered a return to 
the Writ, which having been served upon the messen- 
gers only, their return was, that Mr. Wilkes was not 
then in their custody. The court not judging that 
return to be sufficient, would not suffer it to be filed > 
and another writ of habeas corpus was granted, di- 
rected to the constable of the Tower and his officers ; 
in consequence of which the prisoner was brought up 
next djy'. May the 3d, to Westminster-hall. As soon 
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as Mr. Wilkes was conducted to the bar of the court/ 
he made a formal speech, replete with virulent expres- 
sions against the ministi^, affected compliments to 
the King, and laboured encomiums upon himself as a 
dauntless champion and persecuted sufferer in the cause 
of liberty. Pleadings followed on both sides; and 
the prisoner was remanded to the Tower, till Friday 
the Gth of May, that the judges might have leisure 
to consider the case, and to form their opinion; but, 
in the intermediate time, his friends and lawyers were 
to have free access to his person. When Mr. Wilkes 
was again brought to Westminster-hall, he made a 
second speech of the same inflammatory tendency as 
the former, and which, though seemingly addressed 
to the judges, was in reality an appeal to the passions 
of the multitude. 

Lord Chief-Justice Pratt, in delivering the opinion 
of the court, stated the case under three heads, which 
had been chiefly insisted upon in the pleadings ; first, 
the legality of Mr. Wilkes’s commitment ; secondly, 
the necessity of a specification of those particular pas- 
sages in the 45tb number of the North Briton, which 
had been deemed a libel; and, thirdly, Mr. Wilkes’s 
privilege as a member of Parliament. In regard to 
the first, his lordship remarked, that he would consider 
a secretary of state’s warrant, through the whole affair, 
as nothing superior to the warrant of a common justice 
of the peace; and that no magistrate had, in reality, a 
right ex offieio to apprehend any person, without stat- 
ing the particular crime of which he was accused; but 
at the same time, he observed, there were many pre- 
cedents where a nice combination of circumstances 
gave so strong a suspicion of facts, that, though the 
magistrate could not be justified ex ojfficiOf he was, 
nevertheless, supported in the comnjitment, even with- 
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out receiving any particular information for the foun- 
dation of his charge. The word charge, his lordship 
took notice, was in general much misunderstood, atid 
did not mean the accusation brought against any per- 
son taken up, but his commitment by the magistrate 
before whom he might be brought. Upon the whole 
of this point, according to the customary rule which 
had been for a series of years observed by the sages 
of the law, his lordship was of opinion, that Mr. 
Wilkes’s commitment was not illegal. As to the 
second point in discussion, which Mr. Wilkes’s coun- 
sel had contended, that a specihcation of the particu- 
lar passages in the North Briton which were deemed 
libellous ought to have been inserted in the body of the 
warrant, his lordship did not think any such specifica- 
tion necessary ; for even supposing the whole of the 
obnoxious paper to have been copied into the warrant, 
yet it by no means came under the cognizance of the 
court at that time. The matter then in consideration 
was, not the nature of the offence, but the legality of 
the commitment ; the nature of the offence not resting 
in the bosom of a judge without the assistance of a 
jury, and not being a proper subject of inquiry, till 
regularly brought on to be tried in the usual way of 
proceeding. On the third head, which was the plea 
of privilege, his lordship remarked, that there were 
but three cases which could possibly affect the privi- 
leges of a member of Parliament, and these were 
treason, felony, and the peace. The peace, as it is 
written in the institutes of the law, his lordship ex- 
plained to signify a breach of the peace. He said, 
ithat the commitment of the seven bishops forenden- 
vmring to disturb the peace happened in an arbitrary 
reign, when there was but one holiest judge out of 
four- in the court of King’s. Bench, and he had 
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declined gfiving any opinion. “ If then,” continued 
his lordship, “ the privilege of Parliament is to be 
held sacred and inviolable, except in the three cases 
'wherein it is forfeited, it only remains to examine 
how far Mr. Wilkes’s privilege is endangered in the 
present instance. He stands accused of writing a 
libel. A libel, jn the sense of the law, is a high mis- 
demeanor, but does not come within the description 
of treason, felony, or breach of the peace. At most, 
it has but a tendency to disturb the peace, and conse- 
quently cannot be sufficient to destroy the privilege 
of a member of Parliament.” , The court then dis- 
charged Mr. Wilkes, who returned the judges his 
thanks in the name of the public, of the whole Engr 
lish nation, and of all the subjects of the English 
crown, for his liberty ; though it is very evident, that 
he obtained it only under the circumstance of his 
being a member of Parliament. As soon as he had 
done speaking, the mob expressed their satisfactibii 
by a shout, which was often repeated, and crowds 
foll(}^ved him with loud huzzas wherever he went. 
Though he had not been a week in conlinement, he 
was considered as the martyr of liberty: and from 
the effect of still greater infatuation, liis discharge, 
on account of privilege, was looked upon as a point 
gained to the freedom of every individual. 

In the morning aller Wilkes’s release from th^ 
Tower, he wrote a letter to the two secretaries of 
state, complaining, that, during his confinement, hia 
house had been robbed; and that, being informed tha 
stolen goods were in the possession of their lordships, 
ho insi.sted upon restitution. Next day he repaired 
to a justice of the peace, and demanded a warrant to 
search the houses of the two .secretaries ; which was, 
of course, refused by the magistrate. Though nothing 
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could be more extravagant than such proceedings, 
yet the secretaries of state thought proper to return, 
under their own hands, a serious answer to his absurd 
charge. They took notice of the indecency and 
scurrility of his language; but they very candidly 
explained the legal motives for the seizure of his 
papers, informing him, that such of them as did not 
lead to a proof of his guilt should be restored, but 
that the rest would be delivered over to those whose 
othce it was to collect the evidence, and manage the 
prosecution against him. This explanation only 
afforded Wilkes a fresh opportunity of sending to 
their lordships a second letter, stuffed with still 
grosser insults than the former, but such as added to 
his reputation antong the populace. 

Another circumstance happened about the same 
time, which W ilkes was equally eager to lay before 
the public. One of the secretaries of state had 
written to Earl Temple, who was lord-lieutenant of 
the county of Buckingham, signifying to him his 
Majesty’s pleasure, that Wilkes should be dismissed 
from being colonel of the militia for that county. 
This order was communicated to Wilkes with much 
seeming concern by his lordship, who was himself 
soon after removed from the lieutenancy of the 
county, to make way for Lord Le Despencer, latp 
Sir Francis Dashwood. The letters that passed on 
this occasion were printed and industriously circu- 
lated, as a farther proof of the cruel persecution 
Wilkes suffered. The populace, whose pity he thus 
endeavoured to secure, were incapable of reflecting, 
that the libeller of the King and government of any 
country is a very improper person to be intrusted 
with the chief means of its internal security and 
defence. 
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Soon after this, Wilkes having caused a printing 
press to be set up, under his own direction, at his 
house in Great George Street, advertised the pro-, 
feedings against him, and the original papers, to be 
sold for a guinea. The exorbitancy of the price was 
a sufficient evidence that he intended this publication 
should not only indemnify him for his siifierings and 
expense, bqt also help to recruit his exhausted finances. 
This scheme, however, was not crowned with all the 
success that he expected ; and the re-appearance of 
the North Briton, with all his efforts to increase the 
number of his seditious adherents, was so far from 
intimidating ministry, that an information was filed 
against him in the court of King’s Bench. About 
this time, also, his veracity received a severe shock 
from a writer in the public papers, who called on 
him to make good an assertion advanced in his first 
speech at the court of Common Pleas, that corrupt 
offers had been made to him by the government : he 
was defied to declare when, how, or by whom, such 
offers had been made, and what they were. Neither 
Wilkes nor any of his friends thought proper to take 
the least notice of this peremptory challenge, though 
often repeated, and affecting the credit of his whole 
narrative. It was farther observable, that nearly all 
the men of sense and character in the opposition 
despised him ; and that none of his deepest schemes 
could induce them to engage in any general measure 
for supporting either his cause or himself. But the 
populace, of whom W^dkes w'as now become the idol, 
paid little regard to the detection of his falsehoods, or 
the failure of his attempts to secure more respectable 
support. Their delusion was confirmed, and the 
heat of their passions was continually exercised and 
incireased with great art and industry, The printer^, 
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and some other persons, who, as well as Wilkes, had 
been taken up by general warrants, sought redress at 
law; and such was the temper of the times, which, 
by being dilfused among the people, was supposed to 
have influenced the juries, that they obtained damages 
greatly beyond their real sufferings, and, possibly, 
beyond iheir own most sanguine hopes. 

Whilst the public mind was thus agitated, the 
Queen was, on the 16th of August, 1763, safely deli- 
vered of her second son, Frederick, afterwards created 
Duke of York and Albany, Bishop of Osnaburgh, &c. 

During this period, also, an event took place, which 
seemed at first likely to occasion a change in the 
ministry. This w'as the Earl of Egremont’s sudden 
death of a lit of the*apoplexy, on the 21st of August. 
His Majesty, upon this event, gave way to .some over- 
tures for a coalition of interests. The proposal, which 
was first made to Mr. Pitt by the Earl of Bute, was 
readily embraced by the former, and he appeared at 
court with great alacrity. Mr. Grenville offered, for 
the tranquillity of his Maje.sty’s government, to resign 
his place of first commissioner of the treasury, and to 
accept of any post that was not utterly incon.sistent 
with his rank in life. The accommodation appeared 
the more practicable, as none of the great leaders 
testified the smallest unwillingness to be again asso- 
ciated in office with the Earl of Bute. But when 
Mr. Pitt, at a second interview with the King, pro- 
posed the particular arrangements, it appeared that 
he wished to engross for himself and his friends all 
the important offices of the .state, and that none but 
subordinate situations were to be left for those to 
whom the King thought himself bound by ties of 
honour and justice. The treaty, therefore, proved 
Ineffectual ; and the administration returned to its 
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natural channel. There were at this time two very 
important Tacancies, that of secretary of state, occa- 
sioned by Lord E^rcmont's death, and that of presi- 
dent of the council, which had not been filled since 
the decease of Lord Granville. The .seals of the 
former office were given to Lord Sandwich, and the 
Dnke of Bedford succeeded to the president’s chair. 
Some other promotions took place, the most remark- 
able of w'hich were, the removal of Lord Egmont 
from the post-office to 'the admiralty, the Duke of 
Marlborough’s acceptance of the privy-seal, and the 
appointment of the Earl of Hillsborough to be first 
lord of trade and plantations in the room of Lord 
Shelburne, 

Mr. Pitt, the Duke of Newcastle, and their friends, 
had looked upon the proposals made to them as an 
acknowledgment, that the persons then in office could 
not go on without the accession of their strength ; and 
this mistaken idea had occasioned the unreasonable 
demands of the popular leaders; but as soon as tb^ 
negociation was broken off, and when they saw the 
helm of state, which they had just fancied to be 
within their gra.sp, intrusted to other hands, they 
determined to rally all their forces; to renew their 
attacks on the peace ; to represent every step taken 
to preserve good order, a.s so many strides towardi* 
the establishment of despotism ; to render,' the late 
exercise of the royal prerogative odious, because a 
deference had not been paid to an imperious cabal, 
in the appointment of an administration ; and by all 
these combined efforts to shake, if possible, the foun- 
dations of that power, which seemed to bid them 
defiance. The ministry, on their part, did nof 
appear to shrink from the contest, but with equal 
judgment and .spirit improved the advantages of their 



210 HISTOKT OF ENGLAND. [HOS. 

situation, -which afforded them an opportunity of 
striking the first blow. 

At the meeting of Parliament on the 15th of No- 
vember, the King delivered a speech, which, after 
alluding to the peace, and its having received the 
approbation of Parliament, acquainted the House 
that they were called together to improve the valu- 
able acquisitions vve had made, and to cultivate the 
arts of peace in such a manner ns would most effec- 
tually contribute to extend our commerce, and to 
augment our happiness. His Majesty then urged 
their attention to the strictest frugality, earnestly 
recommended the support of the fleet, upon which 
the future welfare and importance of Great Britain 
most essentially depended, and added, that he had 
directed the money arising from the sale of the prizes 
vested in the crown to be applied to the public ser- 
vice. The speech concluded with recommending 
dispatch and unanimity, domestic union being essen- 
tially necessary to remedy the evils which are the 
consequences of war ; to enable us to reap the most 
permanent advantages from the conclusion of the 
peace] and to discourage that licentious spirit, which 
is repugnant to the true principles of liberty. 

This speech was considered by some as a master- 
piece of political ingenuity. Its opening with some 
remarks on the peace was well calculated to dra^ 
from Parliament a reiterated approbation of that 
measure, and to signalize the triumph of the minis- 
try upon that point, on which the opposition had been 
most successful during the adjournment of the two 
Houses. > The Parliament could not refuse to justify 
its own act; and tins would naturally lead them to 
the censure of those writings which had involved all 
parlies in one accusation. A contrast also was drawn, 



1763.] GEORGE THE THIRD. 217 

with great delicacy and truth, between the vast 
expenses of the late war and the present system of 
frugality, which could not fail of disconcerting the 
most passionate declaimers against government ; and 
the hints thrown out on the licentious spirit of the 
times, and on the necessity of discouraging it, as 
repugnant to liberty, and to the constitution, were an 
excellent prelude to the intended proceedings against 
Wilkes, and on the question of privilege. 

. The instant the Commons were returned from the 
Lords, and before the King’s speech w'as reported to 
them, the chancellor of the exchequer acquainted the 
House with the proceedings against John Wilkes, for 
a most seditious and dangerous libel, and that his 
Majesty, being desirous to shew all possible atten- 
tion to their privileges, and, at the same time, 
thinking, it of the utino.st importance not to suffer 
the public justice of the kingdom to be eluded, had 
chosen to direct the said libel, and also copies of 
the examinations, to be laid before them. Mr. 
Grenville concluded with moving an address to his 
Majesty, thanking him for his most gracious message, 
and assuring him that the House would forthwith 
take into their most serious consideration the very 
important matter communicated by his Majesty. 
The House then proceeded to examine the papers, 
which were copies of the North Briton, No. XLV, 
and of the examinations of Richard Balfe, the prin- 
ter, and of George Kearsley, the publisher; by which 
it appeared, that government had been well founded 
in the proceedings against Wilkes, as the author of 
that production. A very long and warm debate 
ensued. It was strongly urged by the gentlemen in 
the opposition, that no greater liberties had been 
taken by the anthor of the obnoxious paper, with 
regard to his Majesty’s speech, than what had been 
VOE. I. 2 E 
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common upon former occa.sions of the same kind; 
and that the speech of the King had never been 
considered in any other light than that of the minis- 
ter, and had always been treated with equal free- 
dom. But these arguments were easily refuted by 
a reference to the libel itself, which far surpassed, 
in the vulgarity of its abuse, and the grossness of its 
scurrilous reflections on the King’s probity, as well 
as his person, the most daring invectives that had 
ever been uttered against government. It was there- 
fore resolved by a majority of 273 against 111, “ That 
the paper entitled the North Briton, No. XLV, is a 
false, scandalous, and seditious libel, containing ex- 
pressions of the most unexampled insolence and con- 
tumely towards his Majesty, the grossest aspersions 
upon both Houses of Parliament, and the most auda- 
cious defiance of the whole legislature ; ‘^nd most 
manifestly tending to alienate the affections of the 
people from his Majesty, to withdraw them from 
their obedience to the laws of the realm, and to 
excite them to traiteroiis insurrections.” In conse- 
quence of this resolution,, an order was agreed to by 
the House, that the said paper should be burnt by 
the hands of the common hangman. Wilkes, who 
had several times stood up, being now admitted to 
.speak, complained to the House of breach of privi- 
lege, by the imprisomfient of his person, the plunder- 
ing of his house, the seizure of his papers, and the 
serving him with a subpcnna upon an information in 
the court of King’s Bench. As no legal conviction 
yet lay against Wilkes, of his being the author of 
the paper, his complaint was perfectly regular, A 
more particular hearing of it, and the farther consi- 
deration of the Ring^s me.ssage, were adjourned to 
the 23d of November. 

Though the Commons met on the 16th, 17th, and 
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18th, they did very little business, on account of the 
speaker’s indisposition, except that of preparing an 
address of thanks to the King for his speech, which 
included the congratulations of the House on the 
auspicious birth of another prince, and on the Queen’s 
happy recovery. The clause relating to the licentious 
spirit of the times passed without any division. On 
the 23d of November, the adjourned consideration of 
his Majesty’s message of the 15th was resumed, and 
a motion was made, “ That privilege of Parliament 
does not extend to the case of writing and publishing 
seditious libels, nor ought to be allowed to obstruct 
the ordinary course of the laws, in the speedy and 
effectual prosecution of so heinous and dangerous an 
offence.” As this resolution tended to confine within 
narrower limits the supposed privileges of every mem- 
ber of the legislature, and was also diametrically 
opposite to the late determination of the court of 
Common Pleas, the ministry were deserted by a few 
of their usual supporters, and the opposition made a 
vigorous, though finally ineffectual stand against it. 
Mr. Pitt exerted himse.lf with extraordinary ardour 
in this debate j and the extent of his conceptions, the 
acuteness of his remarks, and the powers of his elo- 
quence, left very little to be said by any other person 
on the same side of the question. He represented 
the motion as highly dangerous to the freedom of 
Parliament, and an infringement on the rights of the 
people. No man, he said, could condemn the paper 
or libel more than he did^ but he would come at the 
author fairly, — not by an open breach of the consti- 
tution, and a contempt of all restraint. The pro- 
posed sacrifice of privilege was putting every member 
of Parliament, who did not vote with the minister, 
under a perpetual terror of imprisonment. To talk 
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of an abuse of privilege, was to talk against the 
Constitution, against the very being and life of Par- 
liament. It was an arraignment of the justice and 
honour of Parliament, to suppose that they would 
protect any criminal whatever. Whenever a com- 
plaint was made against any menaber, the House 
could give him up. This privilege had never been 
abused : it had been reposed in Parliament for ages, 
but take it away, and the whole Parliament is laid at 
the mercy of the crOVvn. With respect to the paper 
itself, tlie House had already voted it a libel — he 
joined in that vote. He condemned the whole series 
of North Britons; calling them illiberal, unmanly, 
and detestable. He abhorred all national reflections. 
The King’s subjects, he said, were one people. 
Whoever divided them was guilty of sedition. The 
author did not deserve to be ranked among the 
human species — he was the blasphemer of his God 
and the libeller of his King. The dignity, the honour 
of Parliament had been called upon to support and 
protect the purity of his Majesty’s character; and 
this they had done by a strong and decisive condem- 
nation of the libel which his Majesty had submitted 
to the consideration of the House. But having done 
this, it was neither consistent with the honour and 
safety of Parliament, nor with the rights and inte-r 
rests of the people, to go one step farther. The rest 
belonged to the courts below. The other arguments 
made use of by the opposers of the resolution were 
little more than repetitions of the doctrine so lately 
confirmed by the court of King’s Bench ; that the 
privilege of Parliament extended to all ca.se5, except 
treason, felony, and those offences in \Yhich sureties 
of the peace might be demanded ; that libels were 
breaches of the peace only by inference, and that 
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this doctrine was supported hy the hig;hest authori- 
ties. 

With whatever plausibility and eloquence Mr. Pitt 
and his party endeavoured to support tliese opinions, 
the advocates for the motion established the contrary 
doctrine on every ground of popularity, liberty, law, 
precedent, and reason. They shewed that a libel was 
not only productive of consequences injurious to the 
peace of individuals, but, in many cases, pregnant 
with danger to the safety of the commonwealth. 
They asserted, that the distinction between actual 
and constructive breaches of the peace was trifling 
and sophistical : that the question was concerning- the 
nature and weight of the offence, and not the name 
by which it was called : that it would be ridiculous 
to allow a seditious libeller advantages which were 
denied to an ordinary breaker of the peace, M'hen 
sedition was a crime of much greater guilt and im-' 
portance than a menacing gesture, or even an actual 
assault : that the privilege of Parliament was a pri- 
vilege of a civil nature, instituted to preserve the 
member from being distracted in his attention to the 
busiiie.ss of the nation, by litigations concerning his 
private property, but by no means to prove a protec- 
tion for crimes. If, said they, this distinction of 
breaches of the peace were to hold, members of 
Parliament might not only libel public and private 
persons with impunity, but might, with the same 
impunity, commit many other mi.sdemennors and 
offences of the grossest nature, and the most destruc- 
tive to morality and order ; because they, as well as 
libels, are breaches of the peace but by construction, 
and in their consequence. If privilege were of this 
nature, the freedom of the members would be the 
slavery of the subject, and the danger of the state. 
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In reply to Mr. Pitt’s grand argument, that no evil 
could arise from the continuance of the privilege in 
cases of libels, as, whenever a complaint rvas made 
against any member, the House could give him up, 
they observed, tliat this remedy might come too late j 
for, as the offender could not be arrested, and held to 
bail, he might easily escape by the length of time 
necessary to be taken in that mode of process,, and 
by the public nature of the complaint, Hlesides, this 
argument, if at all admitted, would prove too much : 
the same reasoning might hold in treason, felony, 
and actual breaches of the peace. No doubt, either 
House of Parliament would, on complaint, deliver 
up their members charged with such offences; yet, 
it was allowed, that the privilege neither did, nor 
ought to cover them : and no one criminal seemed 
more within the reason of privilege than another. 

Such were some of the chief points insisted on by 
those who justified the proposed resolution; and the 
debate being adjourned till next day, in complaisance 
to the' speaker, the question was carried by a majo- 
rity of 125; and the Lords, in a few days after, 
agreed to the resolution, though not without a more 
obstinate and violent struggle than even that which 
had taken place in the Commons. The speech of Lord 
Lyttleton in support of the measure, though perhaps 
less ardent than Mr. Pitt’s, has generally been deem- 
ed more convincing and unanswerable. The privi- 
lege, he said, was, in effect, setting up a kingdom 
within a kingdom. Something like it he remembered 
to have been claimed by the clergy in the darkest 
ages of ignorance and popish superstition. They said 
their persons were privileged : no process from the 
King’s courts ought to go out against them ; but, if 
any clergyman was accused of any heinous niisdemea- 
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nor, application niig'lit be made to the spiritual court : 
there the cause might be tried : and, if that court 
found him guilty, he would be deprived of his orders ; 
after which, being no member of their sacred body, 
the justice of the kingdom might take hold of him; 
but not before. This proposition appeared so mon- 
strous, that even those times would not bear it. In 
the course of his speech his lordship remarked, in 
allusion to the existing state of the country, that if a 
foreigner were to take his ideas of England from the 
printed libels on both sides, he would think we had no 
government, no law, no God. In addition to the reso- 
lutions, their lordships also concurred’ in an address to 
the King, which was drawn up in terms of such warm 
affection for his Majesty’s person and government, 
that it was evident the two Houses meant it a mark 
of their detestation of such scandalous writings, and 
as a proof to all Europe that their sentiments and 
those of the ministry were exactly the same in this 
particular, 

' Thouffh both Houses of Parliament had resolved 
that no plea of privilege should obstruct the regular 
course of justice in matters of such high concern to 
the public, and had also ordered tlic North Briton, 
No. XLV, to be burnt by the hands of the common 
hangman; yet, when this order was on the point of 
being executed at the Royal Exchange, under the 
immediate direction of the city sheriffs, Harley and 
Blunt, the mob became so riotous as to rescue the 
paper from the executioner before it M'as consumed, 
to pelt the constables and other peace-officers with 
filth and dirt, and to fling a billet snatched from the 
fire at the foreglass of Mr, Harley’s chariot, in con- 
sequence of which he was slightly wounded. This 
riot being reported to the Lords and Commons, they 
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xeBoWei, after the Lords had examined Mr, Har- 
ley, that the rioters were pertiirbators of the public 
peace, dangerous to the liberties of this country, and 
obstructors of the national justice. The sheriffs, at 
the same time, had the thanks of Parliament for their 
spirited conduct on the occasion; and both Houses 
joined in an address to his Majesty, that he would 
give directioils for the discovery of the rioters. 

After these steps, taken by the whole legislative 
body, to brand the libel itself with the strongest 
marks of their abhorrence, the Commons proceeded 
in the complaint against Wilkes as the author of it. 
But their earnestness in the prosecution was for 
some time checked by an accident, which, though 
perilous to Wilkes, proved very useful to his party, 
by keeping the hope's and spirit of the inob alive, 
which would probably have expired under an early 
and Bnal decision of the House against him. In 
the first day’s debate on the King’s message respect- 
^ ing the libel, Samuel Martin, member for Camel- 
ford, and late first secretary of the treasury, whose 
character had been virulently attacked in some 
of the early numbers of the North Briton, remarked, 
that the author of those papers was a maliynant and 
infamous coward. When the House was up, Wilkes 
sent a note to Marlin, acknowledging himself the 
author. A duel with pistols ensued, in which Wilkes 
was so dangerously wounded, that he could not appear 
in the House of Commons, when the matter of hh>. 
complaint was to be heard, he therefore, in a letter 
to the speaker, requested that the farther considera- 
tion of his case might be deferred until he was able 
to attend. 

During this delay of the direct proceedings of the 
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Commons against Wilkes, they received another 
message from the King on a more agreeable subject, 
informing them that his Majesty, having .received 
proposals for a marriage between the Princess Au- 
gusta and the hereditary Prince of Brunswick, had 
agreed to the same ; and as he could not doubt but 
that such an alliance would be to the general satis- 
faction of all his subjects, he promised himself the 
assistance of that House, to enable him to give his eldest 
sister a portion suitable to the honour and dignity of the 
crown. The hereditary Prince, though remarkably 
unfortunate in several enterprises during the war, had 
acqviired a very high reputation both for courage and 
conduct, and had particularly endeared himself to the 
people of Bngland, by his always expressing the 
strongest regard for the. British troops, to whom he 
never failed to gi^ the preference. The Commons, 
therefore, as well as the Lords, unanimously resolved 
to present an address of thanks to the King for this 
gracious message, and to declare their entire satisfac- 
tion at the prospect of an alliance with so illustrious a 
Protestant family, which had so signally distinguished 
itself in the defence of the liberties of Europe. The 
Commons also assured his Majesty, that they would 
enter into the immediate consideration of this import- 
ant affair. The address was presented by the whole 
House ; and they voted 80,000f. as a dowry to her 
Royal Highness. The Prince arrived in England 
the 12th of January following: the nuptials were 
celebrated 4 [)n the evening of the 16th in the most 
splendid manner; and after passing some days in 
festivities, their highnesses set out for the continent 
on the 26th. 

Wilkes, though confined by his wound, and almost 
deserted by his party in both Houses of Parliament, 

VOIi. 1. 2 S’ 



226 HISTORY OF ENGLAND. [ 170 ^. 

revived the drooping' spirits of the populace by an 
effort of another kind, •which was crowned with tem- 
porary success. Encouraged by the verdicts which 
had been given in favour of several persons taken up, 
like himself, on general warrants, he commenced an 
action in the court of Common Pleas, against Robert 
Wood, late under secretary of state, for seizing his 
papers ; and on the 6th of December, after a hearing 
of near fifteen hours, before Lord Chief-Justice Pratt, 
and a special jury, he obtained a verdict with lOOOf. 
damages, and costs of suit. On this occasion, the 
judge, in his charge to the jury, pronounced the 
warrant, under which Wilkes had been apprehended, 
unconstitutional, illegal, and absolutely void ; but he 
also declared, that he was far froin wishing a matter 
of such consequence to rest solely on his opinion, as 
he was only one of the twelve judges, and as there 
was also a still higher court, before which the question 
might be canvassed, ff, said he, these higher juris- 
dictions should declare my opinion erroneous, I sub- 
mit, as will become me, and kiss the rod ; but 1 must 
say, I shall always consider it as a rod of iron for the 
chastisement of the people of Great Britain. It is 
but justice to so truly respectable a character to 
observe, in contradiction to the insinuations at that 
time thrown out, that this opinion was not tinctured 
with party spirit, nor influenced by party attach- 
ments. It W'as the result of the most profound 
knowledge, and of the fullest conviction. It was the 
very opinion which this great lawyer, when attorney-, 
general, had stated to Mr. Pitt, who was at that 
time secretary of .state, and who, notwithstanding 
his learned friend’s declaration, thought himself jus- 
tified by the practice of offipe, and by the exigency 
of the occasion, in having recourse to such extraor- 
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dinary acts of power. His lordship acquired ^reat 
popularity by his decision on the illegality of general 
warrants. The corporations of London, Dublin, and 
other communities, voted him their freedom, and the 
seal of royal approbation was soon after affixed, 
being created a peer of the realm by the title of Earl 
Canid en. 

Tlie gentlemen in the opposition considered this 
decision as a matter of great triumph, which they 
endeavoured to improve by an incident that happened 
on the -night the verdict was obtained. One Dunn, 
a Scotchman, and a lunatic, having been overheard 
to make use of some threatening expressions against 
Wilkes, the latter was apprised of them; and Dunn 
next morning making an effort to get into the house 
of Wilkes, whose wound .still confined him to his 
room, he was seized upon, and disarmed of a penkife, 
with which it was said he intended to assassinate him. 
Dunn was taken into custody, and carried next morn- 
ing before one of the judges. A complaint was also 
exhibited against him in the House of Commons, 
who thereupon ordered the tipstaff to bring him to 
the bar, and the witnesses against him to attend at 
the same time. But the House soon received such 
proofs of his insanity, as engaged them to discharge 
him from any farther appearance, and to leave him 
to the course of common law, by which he was for 
some time ' committed to prison for want of bail. 
But notwithstanding the indisputable evidence of his 
madness, the party still continued to affirm that he 
had been employed to murder Wilkes ; and so strong 
were the prejudices and infatuation of the mob at that 
juncture, that they could see no absurdity in the 
grossest falsehoods, because the maniac happened to 
be a Scotchman. 
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On the 16th of December, the House of Com- 
mons, being tired out by repeated delays of Wilkes’s 
.appearance on account of his wound, and suspecting 
that there might be some collusion' between him and 
such of the faculty as attended him, made an order 
that a physician and a surgeon. Doctor Heberden 
and Mr. Hawkins, should observe the progress of 
his cure, and report their opinion to the . House. 
Wilkes declined to admit them ; but, in justihcation 
of his own medical attendants, sent for Doctor Duncan 
and Mr. Middleton, two surgeons of his Majesty’s 
household, observing, in his usual strain of sarcastic 
humour, that, as the House of Commons thought it 
proper he should be watched, he himself thought two 
Scotchmen most proper for his spies. On the 20th 
of December the House adjourned during the Christ- 
mas holidays, and on the 24th he suddenly found 
himself well enough to set out for France, on a visit 
to his daughter, who, he said, was dangerously ill at 
F^ris. The truth is, that Wilkes, very justly inti- 
midated by the decision of all the preliminary ques- 
tions relative to his case ; by the sentence passed on 
his seditious libel; by a consciousness, that in the 
course of the prosecution shocking proofs would 
appear of his profligacy and irreligion, his disregard 
of the laws of God, as well as of the laws of well- 
regulated society, and that no party could any longer 
espouse so infamous a cause ; seized the present 
opportunity, afforded him by the adjournment of the 
Commons, to make his escape. 

During the recess, several of Wilkes’s friends 
asserted that lie would attend the House bn the 19th 
of January, the last day fixed for his appearance, 
but when that day arrived, the speaker produced a 
letter he had received by the post from Paris, stating 
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the impossibility of his attending' his duty in Parlia- 
ment at the time required, with^a paper enclosed, 
purporting to be a certificate of qne of the French 
King’s physicians, and of a surgeon of the French 
army, relating to the state of his health, but not 
authenticated In any manner. Those^ papers being 
read, some medical gent,lemen, who attended accord- 
ing to order, were called in and interrogated at the 
bar. It appeared by their testimony, that Wilkes 
had refused to admit surgeons appointed by that 
House to examine into the state of his woimd; and 
his retreat into France indicating only a distrust of 
his cause, the House resolved, that in so doing he 
■was guilty of a contempt of their authority, and that 
they would therefore proceed to hear the evidence in 
support of the charge against him. They considered 
the apology he had sent for his non-appearance, with 
the certificate that accompanied it, as quite nugatory. 
If his wound had been in the condition in which he 
represented it, a journey to Paris was a strange 
measure ; and the consequences arose from his own 
voluntary act. After the examination of the wit- 
nesses bad been entered upon by the House, repeated 
efforts weye made by -a few of his friends to procure 
an adjournment to no purpose. His expulsion was 
voted by a very considerable majority , and a new 
writ was ordered for electing another member for 
Aylesbury in his room. 

To complete the degradation of this late idol of the 
populace, a book, entitled an Essay on Woman, which 
he had privately printed and dispersed amongst his 
friends, was presented by one of the secretaries of 
state to the House of liords, This book, full of the 
most indecent and profane ribaldry, reflected on the 
fharfteter of a right reverend member of that House, 
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by scurriloiisly affixing^ thereto the name of Dr. War- 
burton» Bishop of jGrloucester, whose erudition and 
genius added dignity and lustre to his high station. 
The Peers proceeded against the author for a breach 
of privilege, while he was indicted in the courts below 
for blasphemy. The warmest of his former advocates 
were now ashamed to utter a word in his favour; and 
even the mob, though they could forgive party-malice, 
were shocked at offences against morality, religion, 
and common decency. Mr. Wilkes was soon run to 
an outlawry for not appearing to the indictments 
against him; and the suits which he had carried on 
against the secretaries of state fell of course to the 
ground. 

So far the triumph of the ministry was complete ; 
sentence was passed on the cause, as well as ot> rhe 
person of their most malignant slanderer; but tluy 
were soon attacked on a point, which could hardly 
be defended by the utmost exertions of their strength 
and influence. On the 14th of February, a motion 
was made in the House of Commons, “ that a gene- 
ral warrant for apprehending and seizing the authors, 
printers, and publishers of a seditious libel, together 
with their papers, was not warranted by law.” Had 
not this motion been evidently dictated by a wish to 
render. the late conduct of the.mirnstry odious, and 
to screen Mr. Pitt from the like censure, it could not 
have met with any plausible resistance. The friends 
of administration were far from vindicating the prac- 
tice of general warrants ; but they thought that the 
abuse of them could not be effectually prevented by 
a resolution of one branch of the legislature on a single 
case, and that the remedy should be provided by aiv 
act of Parliament, distinguishing cases, and specify- 
ing those discretionary powers, which the contingent 



1763.] GEORGE THE THIRD. 231 

exigencies of' government might require to be vested 
in a secretjiry of state. They also insisted very 
strongly on the impropriety of deciding in the House 
of Commons a question then depending in a court of 
judicature, and having, by a small majority, procured 
an adjournment of the question till the nth, a very 
long and warm debate ensued, after which it was 
carried, that the farther consideration of the question 
should be adjourned for four months, which was, in 
the usual phrase, civilly dismissing it. The minority, 
however, on this point was so very considerable, being 
220 against 234, that the ministry may rather be s-aid 
to have escaped than conquered. The whole fabric 
of their power seemed to be shook by this contest; 
but the progress of the session shewed that the formi* 
dable numbers of their opponents were mustered onljr 
on this single occasion. 

The new scheme of the supplies met with the most 
perfect acquiescence. Ministers now resolved neither 
to open a loan, nor to have recourse to a lottery. The 
objects to which they conlined their attention were, 
first, the settlement of exchequer bills to the amount 
of 1,800,000/. which had been issued by virtue of an 
act passed in the preceding year, and then made 
chargeable on the first aids to be granted in the pre- 
sent session ; secondly, the discharge of 2,000,000/. 
of a debt contracted on account of the war, and 
which still remained to be satisfied ; and, thirdly, the 
ways and means for the service of the ensuing year, 
the bank contract was to be renewed, the treasury, 
availing itself of so favourable a conjuncture, stipulat- 
ed that this body should take 1,000,000/. of the exche- 
quer bills for two years, at an interest reduced by one- 
fourth, and should also pay a fine, on the renewal, of 
110,000/. This was certainly the most beneficial 
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contract ever before made with that corporation. 
They also brought to the service of the nation 
723, 000?., the produce of the French prizes taken 
before the declaration of war; and, what -had been 
long neglected, to the detriment of the service, and 
the reproach of former administrations, the saving 
on the non-effective men, amounting to 140,000/, 
With these resources, with the land-tax, now growtt 
into a settled and permanent revenue of 4s. in the 
pound, with the duty upon malt, with 2,000,000?. 
taken from the sinking fund, being the overphis of 
that fund, joined to some other savings, they paid off 
■the before mentioned debt, and provided for the 
current service of all its establishments and contin- 
gencies. They justihed their employment of the 
overplus of the sinking fund by former precedents, 
by the propriety and wisdom of the measure itself, 
but principally on the credit of having augmented it 
by near 400,000?. in the single article of tea, an 
immense quantity of which had been brought to pay 
duty by the prudent measures taken for the preven- 
tion of smuggling, and the vigilant collection of the 
revenue. 

Among the ways and means of this session were 
some regulations of the American trade, and some 
duties imposed on various articles of import and 
export in that extensive sphere of commerce, which, 
though they occasioned but little debate at the 
time, proved very soon afterwards a source of the 
most violent contests, and gradually led to all the 
horrors and calamities of a civil war. On the 10th 
of March the House of Commons agreed to several 
resolutions rejspecting certain new duties on foreign 
goods imported into the British colonies in America, 

And on certain articles of export, the produce of 
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which was to be paid into the receipt of hia Majesty’s 
exchequer, and there reserved, to be from time to time 
disposed of by Parliament, towards defraying' the ne- 
cessary expenses of defending, protecting, and securing 
the Ilrilish colotiies and plantations in America. One 
of these resolutions, however, which stated, that to- 
wards farther defraying, the s'Liid expenses it -might 
be proper tu charge certain stamp duties in the said 
colonies and plantations, was of such importance that 
the execution of it was postponed to the next session,- 
in order to give the colonies an opportunity of peti- 
tioning against it, should they deem it exceptionable, 
and of offering some equivalent for the supposed 
produce of such a tax. Among the other measures 
adopted in the same session, was a bill for restraining 
the increase of paper money in the colonies, by de- 
claring that any such paper which might be in future 
issued there, should not be considered as a legal 
tender in payment. It is remarkable, tl>at all those 
measures, many of which were extremely delicate 
and hazardous, were proposed, acquiesced in, and 
passed into laws without animadversion, as if the 
leaders of party, who had been so clamorous about 
trifles, anticipated with sdent joy the fatal i.ssue of 
such experiments, and looked upon them as the pro- 
bable means of introducing themselves into power, 
even through the distres.ses and convulsions of .the 
whole empire. 

Among the bills prepared for the royal assent at 
the close of the session on the 18th of April, was one 
which had for its object the incre-a.se of the revenue 
of the post'ofiice, by correcting and restraining abuses 
and frauds in the practice of franking. It appeared 
that the most obscure persons had carried on a sort 
of trade by counterfeiting the hands of the members 
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of FarViatueht, and selling the covers so franked in 
public, without the least fear of detection. The 
practice, likewise, of directing letters to members of 
Parliament, to places where they d^dnot reside, in or- 
der to convey them to other persons free from postage, 
was become extremely frequent. But the abuse was 
carried to a still greater extent by the clerks of the 
post-office and other public offices, who, under colour 
of a prescriptive right or privilege, franked more let- 
ters, newspapers, and packets, than all the members 
of the legislature. It was proved before the commit- 
tee, that many of the clerks of the post-office made 
from 8002. to 1200/. a year each by his privilege •, it 
therefore became necessary for a government which 
valued itself upon economy, to check those abuses. 
It was made felony and transportation for seven years 
to forge a frank. No letters or packets were to be 
exempted from postage except such as were sent to 
or from the King; or such as, not exceeding two 
ounces in weight, sliould be signed on the outside by 
a member of either House, the whole of the super- 
scription being his own writing, or such as should be 
directed to hind at his usual or actual place of resi- 
dence, or at either House of Parliament.' The allow- 
ance of sending and receiving letters and packets free 
of the duty of postage, heretofore enjoyed by certain 
persons in respect of their offices, was subjected to a 
variety of restrictions, so as to confine the privilege 
to what concerned official business only : and with 
regard to newspapers, and the printed votes and pro- 
ceedings in Parliament, they were to go free, if sent 
without covers, or in covers open at the sides, and 
signed by a member, or directed to one, or franked 
by any of the licensed clerks in the offices of the 
secretaries of state, or the post-office. This last pri- 
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vile^e was continued to the clerks as Ijefore, because 
it was found to encourag^e an immense consumption 
of stamps j and by way of check on the abuse of it, 
the pest-master’s officers were at liberty to search all 
^ch packets, and if they found the same to contain 
any written matter, to charge the postage. 

A temporary expedient to counteract the artificial 
onhancement of the prices of provisions, which had 
lately become so alarming as to require the interfe- 
rence of the legislature, also received the royal assent. 
Some of the most considerable butchers and ship- 
victuallers in and about London were ordered to 
attend a committee of the House of Commons in 
March; and their evidence put it beyond a doubt 
that beef was then one halfpenny in the pound dearer 
than it had generally been at that time of the year, and 
that the price was even higher than in the heat of the 
late war. The butchers also admitted the price of 
mutton to be higher than was usual in March ; but 
they stated the increase differently from a farthing to 
a halfpenny per pound. In-order to discover the 
causes of such an increase of price in a time of pro- 
found peace, and after plentiful harvests, some sales- 
men were examined, who alleged, first, the vast 
increase of population within the bills of mortality, 
which had rendered the demand for provisions exces- 
sive. This account not being satisfactory, they pre- 
tended that the rise was owing to the late scarcity of 
pork in the markets, which had necessarily increased 
the price of every other species of animal food ; the 
whole demand acting upon the whole quantity of the 
different sorts of provisions as upon one and the same 
subject. They added also, that the wetness of the 
season, the late failure of the turnip crops, and tho 
scarcity of fodder at a former period, operating with 
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other natural causes, had reduced the quantity of fat 
cattle, by discouraging the farmers from rearing 
them. But none of these reasons appeared sufficient 
to account for the evil complained of] and the result 
of the inquiry was, that the scarcity was artjRcial, 
and owing to combinations, and to the defect of the 
laws regulating the sale of cattle in the open markets. 
It was proved that a few engrossers bought up large 
quantities of sheep and oxen on the road to the mar- 
ket, and thereby fixed the price for that day ; while 
others, by a different species of monopoly, bought 
great numbers of cattle, and, after slaughter, put 
what price they pleased upon them to the retail 
butchers: so that provisions of this sort were in fact 
doubly forestalled. It was evident that the scarcity 
did not arise from the want of fat cattle, and that 
those practices were confined to the London markets, 
because, when all kinds of meat were so very dear in 
London, beef, mutton, and veal, sold at a very rea- 
sonable price within thirty miles of the metropolis. 
Notwithstanding the great attention paid by the 
Commons to this important affair, the only remedy 
for the evil which then seemed most advisable was a 
bill for enabling his Majesty, with the advice of his 
privy council! to order the free importation of provi.. 
sions from Ireland, during the rece.ss of Parliament, 
or as the necessity of the time might require. This 
step was taken the ensuing winter; and vigorous 
measures w'ere also pursued for terrifying and bring- 
ing to justice any persons concerning in those illegal 
combinations and monopolies. 

But a matter of very serious concern, which had 
been earnestly recommended to the attention of the 
House of Commons by one of its own committees in 
file beginning of the year 1763, seemed to be totally 
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forg^otten bolh by the ministry and the opposition, to 
the great astonishment of- the humane part of the 
public. This was the regulation of private mad- 
houses, in which the most shocking abuses had been 
found to prevail. The committee appointed to inquire 
into this evil found that , many of the private mad- 
houses, in the neighbourhood of London, were no 
other than places of correction and imprisonment for 
persons, w’hose relations were interesterl in secluding 
them from all commerce with the world. WiveS 
were shut' up at the request of their husbands; ancT 
drunkenness, or any frivolous pretence was a sufficient 
cause for one person to imprison-another ; to debar 
him from all access to pen, ink, and paper; and deny 
him to his dearest friends, if any inquiry was made at 
the place of confinement. In short, all were received, 
who were taken to those private bridewell-s, on secu- 
rity being given for the payment of a stipulated sum ; 
and .even in cases where it was not pretended that the 
prisoners w'ere lunatics, they were treated as such. 
Those, and otlier circumstances equally detestable, 
were fully made out before the committee, who heard- 
them with the deepest concern and indignation. They 
made their report to the House on the 2Td of F ebruary, 
l/thJ : a bill was brought in for the correction of such 
enormities und every feeling heart indulged the fond 
hope, that in ilie next session at farthest, some effec- 
tual measures would be taken, not only for preventing 
the like abuses for the future, but for bringing the de- 
linquents to condign punishment for what had passed. 
The session, however, closed without any notice being 
taken of this business in either House. 

The speech with which his Majesty closed this ses- 
sion, contained the usual return of thanks to both 
Hoivses for their wise and public spirited ejtertions ; 
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a renewal of the assurances which his Majesty con* 
tiqued to receive of the pacific sentiments of foreign 
jpowers ; and an exhortation to employ this season of 
tranquillity in considering of the most effectual means 
for perfecting the works of peace, so happily begun. 
Thus ended the parliamentary campaign for this sea- 
son ; and the ministry, to whose duration a very short 
date had been assigned by their adversaries, not only 
weathered the storms of the session, but seemed to 
father new strength to contend with future tempests. 
In the moment of triumph, and of indignation nlso, at 
those who had deserted them in the hour of greatest 
danger, they shewed their power and resentment, 
perhaps too indiscreetly, by dismissing some persons 
of high military rank from the service, and, among 
the rei^t, Lieutenant-general Conway, an officer of 
distinguished merit and abilities. So harsh a step 
admitted, however, of some little excuse, In the 
debate on general warrants, the division in the Com- 
mons ran so near, as before observed, that the ministry 
carried the question only by a majority of fourteen. 
Had it been decided in favour of the opposition, the 
monument was to have been illuminated in the same 
manner as in the year 1732, when the famous excise 
scheme was defeated ; and the greatest testimonies of 
joy were to have been displayed. Preparations for 
those purposes having been openly made, were consi- 
dered Bsso many insults upon government; and however 
the zeal of the citizens or of the uninformed populace 
might influence them, it was thought indecent in any 
of the King’s servants to countenance such proceed- 
ings. The general officer already mentioned was 
represented as being an important acquisition to tlie 
minority, and was charged with not only voting 
against the court, in the debate on general warrants, 
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but with Speaking;' in the most disrespectful terms of 
the minister’s person and capacity for business. The 
general and his friends very properly insisted upon 
bis being as independent as any other gentleman in 
the House of Commons,, and the ministry were far 
from disputing that principle; but the King, they 
said, ought to have an equal freedom in employing 
whom he pleased in the departments that were, in his 
disposal. 


CHAPTER VI. 

The renewal of hostilities on the part of the 
savages in America was noticed in the beginning of 
the last chapter, but -the details were postponed on 
account of the more immediate and interesting pres- 
sure of domestic occurrences, By the fourth and 
seventh articles of the treaty of peace, Canada was 
ceded to Great Britain in its utmost extent. This 
^tretched the northern part of her possessions on the 
continent of America from one ocean to the other. 
The cession of Louisiana to the Mississippi, and- of 
the Spanish Florida on both seas, made her American 
empire complete. The only care which seemed left 
for Great Britain, was to render these acquisitions as 
beneficial in traffic, as they were extensive in terri- 
tory. An immense waste of uncultivated country 
was evidently no great object to a mercantile nation 
for the present ; but it wa<s a considerable one in hope, 
because it contained an infinite variety of soils, cli- 
mates, and situations, and thereby afforded ample 
m'aterials for the exertion of wealth and skill in its 
improvement to all the purposes of trade. In order 
to come at an exact knowledge of every thing 
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necessary for this purpose, it was judg'ed expedient 
to divide the new acquisitions on the continent into 
three separate and independent g’overnments. The 
first and most northerly of these divisions was called 
the government of Quebec, the limitation of which 
within narrower boundaries than those formerly 
assigned by the French to Canada, excited some 
surprise, and no inconsiderable clamour at home. 
The southern divisions were more easily adjusted, 
as the two provinces of East and West Florida were 
regularly parted by the river Apalachicola. The 
government of Quebec was given to the Honourable 
James Murray, that of East Florida to James Grant, 
Esq. aiidihatof West Florida, to George Johnstone, 
Esq. all of them officers who had eminently distin- 
guished themselves in making those conquests, the 
security and improvement of which were now intrust- 
ed to their care. The coast of Labrjidor from the 
river St. John to Hudson’s Straits, and all the neigh- 
bouring islands in the gulf of St. Lawrence, were 
subjected to the authority and inspection of the Go- 
vernor of Newfoundland, their value depending wholly 
on the fishery. The islands of St. John and Cape 
Breton were annexed, as their situation required, to 
Nova Scotia. 

This distribution of the newly acquired territories 
was no sooner announced to the public, in a royal 
proclamation of the 7tli of October, 1763, than a 
violent outcry was raised against it; the largest, and, 
perhaps, the most improvable part of the late con- 
quests not being ihcluded within the bbundaries of 
any of the proposed governments. Most people 
were, indeed, astonished to find, that the environs of 
the great lakes, the fine countries on the whole course 
of the Ohio and Ouabach^, and almost all that tract 
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of Louisiana wliich lies on the hither branch of the 
Mississippi, were left out, and, as it were, disregarded 
in this boasted plan of territorial regulation. But 
the. ministry had many reasons for such an apparent 
omission, among which a consideration of the Indians 
carried with it no small weight, because it might have 
given a sensible alarm to that people, if they had seen 
their whole country cantoned out into regular esta- 
blishments. It W'as in this idea that the proclamation 
strictly forbade any purchases or settlements beyond 
the limits of the three before mentioned governments, 
or any extension of the old colonies beyond the heads of 
the rivers which fall fromthe westward into the Atlantic 
Ocean 3 reserving expressly all the territories behind 
as Jmnting ground for the Indians. That the ministry 
were not guilty of any blamable neglect, is evident 
from their earnest attention to the improvement of 
those parts which they could perfectly command. In 
order to invite soldiers and seamen, who had served 
in the American war, to settle in the country they had 
conquered, lots of land were offered to them as the 
reward of their services, and in proportion to the rank 
they held in the army or navy. Every field officer 
was to have 5000 acres, every captain 3000, every 
subaltern 2000, every non-commissioned officer 200, 
and every private soldier or seaman fifty. 

Though the most prudent steps were taken, to 
avoid giving offence to the Indians on the one hand, 
and to intimidate their ferocity on the other, they 
suddenly fell upon the frontiers of the most valuable 
settlements with such an unanimity in the design, and 
such persevering fury in the attack, as had not been 
experienced even in the hottest times of any former 
war. Various causes concurred to urge them on to 
this very unexpected violence. When they saw the 
VOL. 1. 2 H 
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French power annihilated, they began to imagine 
that they ought to have made greater and earlier 
efforts in favour of their old friends, of whom they 
had not been for a long time so jealous as of the 
English. The French seemed more intent on trade 
than settlement; finding themselves infinitely weaker 
than the English, they pa:id a much more flattering 
and systematical attention to the Indians. The En- 
glish treated the savages at all times with too much 
indifference, but more especially since the close of 
the French war. The usual presents were omitted. 
Contrary to the intentions of government, settlements 
were attempted beyond the just limits. Purchases, 
indeed, were made of the lands, and sometimes fair 
ones. But the Indians, conscious of the weakness 
and facility of their own character in all dealings, 
have often considered a purchase and an invasion as 
nearly the same thing. They were also alarmed at 
seeing all the places of strength in tl^ possession of 
the British troops, and a chain of folts drawn round 
the best hunting country they had left. It was there- 
fore very natural for them to look upon every garrison 
as the first advances of an encroaching colony; and 
a report having been spread amongst them that a 
scheme was formed for their entire extirpation, they 
did not hesitate a moment longer to take up the 
hatchet. The Delawavs and Shawanese, who, as the 
cultivation of Pennsylvania advanced, had retired, amt 
settled upon the Ohio, confederated with the other 
tribes whom they found scattered along that river, 
behind the Allegany mountains, to join in the pro- 
posed attack on the British forts and colonies. These 
must have been in the most Jmminent danger, had all 
the savages been unanimous on this occasion ; but 
the most temperate and considerable part of the five 
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nations were kept out of the war by the indefatigable 
pains of Sir William Johason; and the Cherokees 
had still such an impression of their late chastisement, 
that they were afraid to provoke a repetition of the 
like severities. 

When the Indians had resolved to take the field, 
their scheme was to make a general and sudden attack 
upon the British back-settlers, while they were getting 
in their harvest ; and after having murdered all they 
could meet with, to destroy the crops, that, no sub- 
sistence might remain for those who escaped. The 
precipitancy of some of their warriors defeated in part 
the more methodical and considerate mischief of the 
restj and by giving an early alarm, afiTorded some of the 
planters au opportunity of escaping with their effects. 
Great numbers were, nevertheless, cut off, the crops 
ruined, and their houses burned, with all that detail 
of savage cruelty with which an Indian war is always 
carried on. They made themselves masters of all the 
small posts between Pittsburgh and Lake Erie; but 
three posts of considerable strength still remained to 
check their incursions, Detroit, Niagara, and fort Pitt. 
General Amherst, the commander-in-chief, sensible 
of the danger to which all tlie British conquests w'ere 
exposed by the sudden breaking out of this war, sent 
off detachments as early as possible to strengthen the 
chief posts. Detroit was the first, where a plan for 
surprising the savages in their camp, which was about 
three miles from the fort, was unsuccessful, the Indians 
having been apprised of the design. The ill success 
of this attempt checked all farther offensive measures 
on the part of the garrison. As the enemy were 
unprovided \vith cannon, and ignorant also of the art 
of besieging or reducing fortified places, those savages 
could not improve the advantage they had gained ; 
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but though of so many different nations, and separated 
by such immense tracts of impracticable country, they 
preserved an uncommon degree of concert and con- 
nexion in all their enterprises; when one party of them 
was foiled near Detroit, another more formidable 
body invested fort Pitt, more than 200 miles from the 
former place. The building of this fort, which was 
originally called fort du Quesne by the French, had 
given the immediate occasion to the late war; and 
was now likely to become the main object of another 
very dreadful contest. Its works had never been well 
finished, and the commander was weak in the number 
of his troops, without engines, and ill sup[)lied with 
every necessary for sustaining a siege ; he, however, 
took all the precautions in his power for the repair of 
the place, and for repulsing the enemy. These savages, 
being destitute of all means of making regular ap- 
proaches, took post under the banks of the rivers, 
close to the fort, and burying themselves in holes for 
days together, poured in an incessant storm of mus’- 
ketry and fire arrows. They hoped to reduce the 
garrison by keeping it perpetually harassed ; and if 
they failed in this method, they trusted to make them- 
selves masters of the place by famine. In the mean 
time General Amherst, fully persuaded, from the 
importance and situation of fort Pitt, that it would 
become one of the principal objects of savage fury, 
ordered Colonel Bouquet to march to'its relief, with 
a large quantity of provisions and stores under a 
strong escort. The Indians immediately abandoned 
the blockade of the fort, in order "to seize the first 
favourable opportunity of cutting off the intended 
reinforcement. Colonel Bouquet having advanced 
to the extreme verge of the British settlements, pru- 
dently resolved to disencumber himself of a consi- 
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derable part of the ammunition and provisions, while 
he proceeded with such supplies as were absolutely 
necessary. Being thus disburdened, the English army 
entered a rough and mountainous country, Befoi’e 
them lay a dangerous defile, called Turtle Creek, 
several miles in lengtli, commanded the whole way 
by high and craggy hills, which it was deemed advis- 
able not to attempt passing but by night, to elude, if 
possible, the vigilance of their enemies. Just as the 
troops were preparing to refresh themselves, after a 
fatiguing march of seventeen miles, the Indians sud- 
denly attacked the advanced guard, but were beat off, 
and pursued to a considerable distance ; the moment 
the pursuit ceased, however, they returned to the 
charge with redoubled vigour ; and, as soon as the 
savages were driven from one eminence, they occu- 
pied another, till, by constant' reinforcements, they 
were able to surround the whole detachment. After 
an engagement, which was continued without any 
intermission from one o’clock in the afternoon till 
night, the savages were driven from all their posts 
with fixed bayonets. Above sixty of the English 
were killed or wounded ; and as the ground on which 
they stood w'as not ill adapted to an encampment, the 
convoy and the wounded were placed in the centre, 
find the troops encompassed the whole. In this 
manner they passed an anxious night, the enemy, 
notwithstanding this check, seeming to wait only for 
the morning to complete their destruction. 

Those who have only experienced the severities of 
a campaign in Europe, can scarcely form an idea of 
what is to be endured in an American war. To act 
in a country cultivated and inhabited, where roads 
are made, magazines and hospitals provided j where 
there are strong towns to afford refuge in case of 
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misfortune; or, at the worst, a g-enerous enemy to 
yield to, this may be considered as a dispute between 
rivals for glory, rather than a struggle between san- 
guinary enemies, but in an American campaign,, 
every object is terrible ; the face of the country, the 
climate, the enemy. There is no refreshment for the 
healthy, no relief for the sick or wounded. A vast 
inhospitable desert, unsafe and treacherous, extends 
on every side, Victories are not decisive, but defeats 
are ruinous ; and simple death is the least misfortune 
that can befal a soldier. At the first dawn of light, 
in the morning of the Gth of August, the savages, 
under the favour of an incessant fire, made several 
bold efforts to penetrate into the camp. They were 
repulsed in every attempt, but by no means discou- 
raged from new ones ; the British troops, continually 
victorious, were continually in danger. They were, 
besides, much fatigued, and distressed to the last de- 
gree by a want of water. Tied to their convoy, to 
pursue their march was impracticable, as many of 
their horses were lost, and many of the drivers, 
stupified by their fears, hid themselves ' in the 
bushes, and were incapable of hearing or obeying 
orders. Colonel Bouquet, seeing that all depended 
on bringing the savages to a close engagement, and 
that, when pressed, they always flew off in order to 
rally with the greater effeft, formed a plan for giving 
new strength to their audacity, by making dispositions 
for an apparent retreat. The savages gave entirely 
into the snare, rushed from the woods which had 
hitherto concealed them, and hurrying on headlong 
with' the utmost intrepidity, made for a little time a 
desperate stand, but were totally routed with great 
slaughter. The victorious army, notwithstanding 
this advantage, had suffered so much, that, before 
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they could move, they were obliged to destroy the 
greatest part of their provisions, and consequently to 
give up one of the principal objects of their expedi- 
tion. About two miles farther on, the .savages made 
a slight attack, after which they suffered little moles- 
tation, and arrived at fort Pitt in four days from the 
action. Though the forts of Detroit and Pitt were 
thus secured by timely reinforcements, the Indians in 
other parts of the country were not di.scouraged from 
farther attempts. Niagara was a place equally w'orthy 
of their regard ; and they endeavoured to distress it 
by every method which the meanness of their skill in 
attacking fortified places would permit. They chiefly 
directed their attention to the convoys, hoping to 
starve what they could not otherwise reduce, and the 
vast distance of the forts from each other materially 
favoured their design. 

While the war was thus raging in the remoter parts 
of the colony. Sir William Johnson had applied him- 
self with indefatigable zeal to secure the attachment 
of such of the Indians as had not yet commenced 
hostilities. For this purpose he opened conferences 
at the German Flats, in the beginning of September, 
with the six nations, and some others, who appeared 
desirous of continuing in quiet dependance upon Eng- 
land. They could not, however, prevent the Senecas 
and their allies from continuing their depredations 
and massacres. Vigorous measures were therefore 
adopted to reduce these refractory savages to reason; 
and it was not till they severely felt the scourge of 
powerful vengeance, that the Senecas were induced 
to solicit peace. In the treaty concluded between 
them and Sir William Johnson, all occasions of future 
dispute were removed j their boundaries were precisely 
ascertained ; their pa.st tran.sgre.ssions were forgiven ; 
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and, in consequence of their solemn eng'ay^ements 
never more to make war upon the English, or to 
suffer any of their people to commit any acts of 
violence on the persons or properties of any of his 
Britannic Majesty’s subjects, they were not only ad- 
mitted once more into the covenant chain of friend- 
ship, but were to be indulged with a free, fair, and 
open trade. This treaty took place in April, 1764; 
and one of the most considerable succours being 
thereby withdrawn from the other hostile tribes, they 
could not hold out much longer. Deputies from the 
several nations, engaged, by solemn treaty, to deliver 
up all the prisoners in their hands, and to renounce 
all claim to the posts and forts possessed in their 
country by the English, who should be at liberty to 
erect as many more as might be thought necessary 
for the security of their trade, with as much land to 
each fort, for raising provisions, as a cannon-shot can 
fly over. Some other conditions were added, tending 
to inspire the barbarians with a sense of humanity 
and justice, and to give them some idea of the Eng- 
lish government. 

But while the British government was thus taking 
the most effectual steps to secure the peaceable sub- 
mission of the American savages, a spirit of much 
more dangerous resistance began to appear among 
its civilized subjects on the same continent. This 
was first excited by some attempts made to break 
oflf all kind of commercial intercourse between the 
British colonies and the French and Spanish set- 
tlements. The trade was certainly illicit; but as 
many parts of it were highly beneficial to those 
who carried it on, and ultimately to the mother coun- 
tries in Europe, every restraint ought to have been 
imposed with the utmost delicacy and caution. The 
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orders sent out by the Eng'lish ministry, after the 
conclusion of the peace, to the naval commanders 
in the West Indies, were too rigorous, or, at least, 
too liable to abuse. Under the idea of putting a 
total stop to smuggling, ships of war were con- 
verted into guarda-costas, and captains of the navy 
were obliged to take the usual custom-house oaths, 
and to act in the capacity of revenue officers, although 
unacquainted with all those cases in which ships arei 
or are not liable to seizure, to penalty, or detention. 
The first branch of commerce, which felt the weight 
of the blow was that which had been for a long time 
carried, on between the British and Spanish planta- 
tions, to the great advantage of both, but especially 
the former, the chief materials of it being, on the 
side of the British colonies, British manufactures, or 
such of their own produce as enabled them to purchase 
those manufactures; and, on the part of the Spaniards, 
gold and silver in bullion and in coin, cochineal, and 
medicinal drugs, besides live stock and inules^ with 
which the West India islands used to be supplied by 
the same channel, and which were still more neces- 
sary than the- precious metals. Though this trade 
did not clash with the .spirit of any of the prohibitory 
acts, yet it was found to vary front the letter of them 
sufficiently to afford the revenue officers a plea for 
doing that from duty, which they had strong temp- 
tations to do from motives of interest. Accordingly 
they seized, indiscriminately, all British as well as 
foreign ships engaged in that traffic, which the custom- 
house officers, stationed on shore, had always permitted 
to pass unnoticed. The same misfortune attended the 
trade carried on by the American colonies with the 
French West India islands, and which was no less 
lucrative than the former. Sound policy would rather 
vox.. 1 . 2 I 
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have connived at auch a resource, which not only 
prevented the North American colonies from being 
drained of their current cash by the calls of^the 
mother country upon them, but afforded supplies of 
specie for the purposes of internal circulation. 

In consequence of these prohibitions, which were 
for sbrae time enforced by the naval officers with the 
utmost severity, not only all the contraband, but the 
fair and lawful trade of the Americans was threat- 
ened w’ith ruin. It is not therefore to be wondered 
ftt, that the inhabitants of many of the colonies, being 
no lonj^er able to make the usual remittances to the 
mother country for the customary supplies, began 
to turn their timughts to retrenchment and industry y 
and renouncing all finery, came to a resolution not to 
buy any clothes, or other articles which they could 
possibly do without, that were not of their own manu- 
facturing. Though the English ministry, bn the first 
intimation of those grievances, immediately softened 
the rigour of their former orders, the Americans still 
complained, that the mode of re.striction was only 
changed, dud that the shew of indulgence was rather 
an aggravation of their distresses. Their intercourse 
with the other European colonies, though now ren- 
dered in some respects legal, was loaded with .such 
duties as bec'^ime, in reality, prohibitions. They were 
equally dissatisfied with being obliged to pay those 
duties, in specie, into the English exchequer, though 
it was exjiressly stated, that the money arising from 
them was to be reserved for defraying the charges of 
the colonies on which it was levied. But the object, 
against which the colonists raised the loudest clamour, 
was the postponed intention of charging them with 
stamp duties. That measure had, as before intimat- 
ed, been delayed by the minister till the sense of their 
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several assemblies could be taken, how far they were 
willing^ to make a compensation in any other form, 
for the revenue that such a tax might produce. This 
was so uncommon an in-stance of condescen.sion, that 
the agents for the colonies residing in Ijondon thought 
it their duty to wait upon him, and to return him 
thafiks in the name of their constituents. He took that 
opportunity to inform them, that it was then in the 
power of the colonies, by agreeing to that tax, to 
establish a precedent for their being consulted for the 
future, before any tax was imposed upon them by the 
British Parliament, a proceeding which did not make 
a suitable impression on the minds of the Americans, 
prejudiced and irritated as they w^ere by the late 
commercial restrictions. So far from complying, they 
resolved to remonstrate ; and some of their assemblies 
sent over petitions, to be presented to the King, 
Lords, and Commons, positively and directly ques- 
tionilig the authority and jurisdiction of Parliament 
over their properties. Even those provinces that were 
most moderate in their remonstrances, did not instruct 
their n.gents either to agree to the tax in question, or 
to offer any compensation to be exempted from it. 

After a longer relief from public duty than the 
Parliament had for some years experienced, the ses- 
sion was opened on the 10th of January, 17G.5, with 
a speech from the throne, which embraced some topics 
of interest. “ The courts of France and Spain,” his 
Majesty said, ‘‘ have given me fresh assurances of 
their good dispositions.” A declaration ,of this kind 
from the throne was the more seasonable, as some 
apprehension of a war with the house of Bourbon 
was entertained, arising from some incidents in the 
couraie of last year. ‘ By accounts received from the 
West Indies in June, it appeared, that, by an order 

2 I 2 
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from Don Remires, the Spanish governor of Jucatan, 
the English logwood cutters had been disturbed in 
their business, contrary to the last treaty, on pretence 
of their having nothing to prove their being subjects 
to his Britannic Majesty, and also, that they had 
roved too freely about the country. Representations 
being made to the court of Madrid, the conduct of 
the governor was censured, and the logwood cutters 
immediately re-established. Another instance, which 
occurred about the same time, contributed further to 
create alarm. The commodore of some Spanish 
xebeques, that were cruising against the Algerines 
in the Mediterranean, attacked an English merchant 
ship, commanded by one Captain Sybrand, who im- 
mediately hoisted English colours; but having no 
guns on board, cried out for mercy. ' The Spaniards, 
however, continued their hi'e till the English ship 
was rendered almost a wreck ; many of the crew 
were wounded ; one of the passengers lost his arm ; 
and the ship was carried into Carthagena. On the 
discovery of the mistake, into which the very unpar- 
donable precipitancy of the Spanish commodore had 
hurried him, his Catholic Majesty defrayed the 
expense of curing the wounded English; indemnified 
their captain for the interruption of his voyage; and 
gave the passenger a gratification for the unfortunate 
loss of his arm. 

Some proceedings of the French in the West Indies 
also increased the apprehensions of a war. At no 
great distance from the coast of Hispaniola are seve- 
ral small islands, the most considerable, nr rather the 
least insignificant of which is called Turk’s island, and 
gives its name to the rest. Though it is an uncom- 
fortable barren spot, with very little fresh water, 
without any vegetables except low shrubs, or any 
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animals except lizards, and land-crabs ; yet the coast 
abounds with fish, turtle, and sea-fowls; and the soil 
itself produces salt. As it was impossible for any 
settlement to subsist upon the island, the property of 
it remained undetermined : but the Bermudians, and 
other British subjects, used to resort thither annually 
in March, for the benefit of , ^athering^ salt in the 
dry season. Their manner of living' was the most 
wretched that can well be conceived. They dwelt 
in huts covered wjth leaves : salt pork, and now and 
then a turtle or a lizard, was their food ; and their 
dress consisted of a straw hat, a check shirt, and a 
pair of coarse linen trowsers. Their chief customers 
were the people of New England, who purchased the 
salt for their fisheries, at the rate of from fouipence 
to sixpence a bushel, and paid a sm.all part in money, 
jvnd the rest in bad ruin, and worse provisions. Here 
was nothing to invite invasion, or rapine. Yet, on 
on ihe Jst of June, the crews of a French seventy- 
four gun ship, and of two or three small vessels in 
company, landed on the island; plundered and burntall 
the cabins that were erected there ; and carried off the 
inhabitants, about 200 in number, with nine English 
vessels which they found otF the coast, to cape Fran- 
cois, where they released them next day, with orders 
not to return to Turk’s island. The court of France, 
on representations being made by the Earl of Hertr 
ford, the English ambassador, disavowed the whole 
proceedings, and gave orders to the Countd’Estaigne, 
governor of St. Domingo, to cause the island to be 
immediately restored in the condition in which it was 
on the Ist.of June. Even this did not silence the 
alarmists : a sloop of war, which had come from 
Newfoundland in the summer, having brought advice 
that the French marine on that station appeared for- 
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Slidable, and that some fears, were entertained of their 
intention to fortify St. Peter’s. Letters, however, 
were received at the Admiralty, on the 2d of October, 
from Commodore Palliser, informing^ their lordships, 
that there were no buildings or works erected contrary 
to the treaty ; and that the guard consisted of no more 
than forty-seven men, and had never exceeded fifty. 
To these proofs of the sincerity of France, another 
was added, in the proposals submitted to his Majesty, 
for the discharge of the balnnde due for the subsistence 
of French prisoners in the British dominions during 
the last war. The French ambassador was authorized 
to offer 670,000^ in acquittal of the whole demand, 
130,000/. to be paid immediately, and the remainder 
at the rate of 40,000/. a quarter. These proposals 
being a few days after laid before Parliament, and 
approved, it must be confessed, that the disbursement 
of money from one rival state to another, did not look 
very like a preliminary step to a war between them. 

Another affair to which his Majesty alluded in his 
speech, was the election of a King of Poland. The 
filling of that vacant throne had often been destruc- 
tive to the repose of Europe ; and upon the late occa- 
sion, while all the surrounding powers seemed ready 
to take a decisive part in it, so many strong domestic 
factions subsisted, that dangerous convulsions might 
well have been apprehended. On the death of the 
unfortunate Augustus the Third, the 5th of Oct. 1703, 
his eldest son and successor to his hereditary dorain 
nions in Saxony declared himself a candidate for his 
elective crown. The Empress-queen could not well 
avoid countenancing his pretensions, as the only means 
she had of making him amend.s for what his family 
had suffered in her cause. France and Spain, as 
connected with the house of Saxony, were likely to 
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throw their interest into the same settle; but their 
favourite canilidate was carried oft' by the sinall-pox 
in less than three months after his father, leaving a 
son too young to engage ill such a contest. Russia, 
Prussia, and Turkey were determined to raise a native 
of Poland to the throiie, and, with this view, an army 
of Russians entered the country, and approached War- 
saw, while the Prussians appeared on one frontier, and 
a body of Turks assembled on the other. The'person, 
whom they had solemnly recommended to the Poles, 
was Count Poniatowski, a man of illustrious family, 
and distinguished by his virtues and accomplishments. 
But though the death of the young elector of Saxony 
removed one competitor out of the way, and the 
Empress-queen, as well as France and Spain, sawth^ 
folly of attempting to set up another, two of Pon'a- 
towski’s countrymen. Prince Radzivil, and Count 
Branilzki, the crown - general, opposed him with 
great violence, on very plausible, and not unpopular 
grounds. They did not oppose the election of a 
native, but contended that this election ought to be 
free; and they could not bear,' that, under the name 
of preserving the liberty of Poland, a foreign army 
should openly dispose of its crown. Buf their efforts 
were unavailing : Prince Radzivil, who had raised an 
army of his own dependants, and who had also been 
joined by the Baxdn party, was defeated bytheRussian 
troops on the 3d of July, 1764 ; and Count Branitzki 
met with no better success in another action. The 
declared opposers of Poniatowski being now obliged 
to fly thd country, he ascended the throne, with the 
most auspicious appearances, on the 7th of September, 
by the name and titles of Stanislaus Augustus, King 
of Poland, and Grand Duke of Lithuania. 

There was one paragraph in the .speech from the 
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throne, in which his Majesty expressed his reliance 
on the. firmness and wisdom of Parliament, in pro* 
moting- the proper respect and obedience due to the 
laws, and to the legislative authority of Great Bri- 
tain. This question, it was said, had been much 
better avoided, since such a debate could have no 
issue but what must prove highly prejudicial to the 
mother country, especially after an undisputed exer- 
cise of such authority. Decided in the affirmative, 
it must have tended to alienate the affections of the 
colonies; in the negative, to increase their presump- 
tion ; and left undecided, to breed in them a compli- 
cation of both those evils. But the truth is, that 
the sovereign authority of the British Parliament 
had been denied in the most positive terms by the 
colonies ; and that, after they had sent over remon- 
strances asserting that the legislature had no right 
whatever to tax them, it would have betrayed the 
greatest weakness in the ministry to shrink from the 
establishment of that right, or to leave a matter of 
such importance in doubt. .Before they were fully 
prepared, however, for the discussion of this subject, 
they were again attacked on the question of general 
warrants, an attempt being made in the House of 
Commons to procure a resolution against their lega- 
lity, which was productive of a copious debate, but 
the decision of the point Was eluded by the previous 
question, the majority in favour of ministers consisting 
only of forty; 

The important topic of colonial taxation met with 
little delay, the attention of Parliament being soon 
called to the propriety of laying nearly the same 
stamp duties upon the British colonies in America as 
were payable in England. No less tlian fifty-five 
resolutions j)f the committee of ways and means, 

II 
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relative to that branch of the revenue, were agreed 
to by the House on the 7th of February; and were 
afterwards formed into a bill, which met with fewer 
checks or delays in its progress through both Houses 
than the most trifling measure which had been hitherto 
proposed by government. Petitions, indeed, as before 
intimated, had been sent over by .several of the pro- 
vincial as.scmblies, directly que-stioning the jurisdiction 
of the British Parliament: but they were not sudered 
to be read in the House of Commons; nor did any 
member at that time stand forward to defend such 
pretensions. The gentlemen of the opposition were 
reproached with sneaking from the debate in the first 
•stagi^ of the business, as if they'anticipated in silence 
the probable overthrow of the mini.stry from so dan- 
gerous an experiment. Their clamour afterwards 
broke out with great violence when the act pa.s.sed ; 
when the mischief, according to their ideas, was 
done ; and when they might hope to accomplish their 
own object, by inflaming the resistance of the Ame- 
ricans. Even the author of the celebrated letters 
under the .sig;nature of Junius, w'us forced to acknow- 
ledge this fact; and his-te.stimony ought to have the 
greater weight, as being extorted, i,t may be said, 
from the lips of an unwilling evidence. “When,” 
says he, “ Mr. Grenville W'as placed at the head of 
the treasury, he felt the impossibility off Qrcat Britain’s 
supporting .such an establi.shmenl as her former suc- 
cesses had made indispensable, and, at the .same time, 
of giving any sensible relief to foreign trade, and to 
the. weight of the public debt. He thought it equi- 
table that those parts of the empire which had benefited 
mo.st by the expenses of the war, should contribute 
something to the expenses of the peace ; and he had 
no doubt of the constitutional right vested in Parlia- 
VOL. I. 2 k. 
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ment to raise the contribution.* But unfortunately 
for this country, Mr. Grenville was at any rate to be 
distressed, because he was minister; and Mr. Pitt 
and Lord Camden were to be the patrons of America, 
because they were in opposition. Their declaration 
gave spirit and argument to the colonies; and while, 
perhaps, they meant no more than the ruin of a 
minister, they in effect divided one half of the empire 
from the other.” 

Whatever objections might have been very forcibly 
urged against the policy or expediency of imposing 
the stamp duties on the Americans, all at once, and 
at a time when they were very much irritated by the 
late restrictions of their trade, it cannot be denied, 
that Mr. Grenville’s manner of bringing forward the 
measure was as temperate and candid, as the princi- 
ples, on which the right of taxation was founded, 
were indisputable. The first and great principle of 
all government, and of all society is, that support is 
due in return for protection; that every subject should 
contribute to the common defence, in which his own 
is included. It was necessary, and it ]H'as just, to 
recur to this principle at the close of the war. It 
was found necessary to maintain upwards 9 f 10,000 
men for the defence of the colonies ; an expense of 
between 300,000f. and 400,000/. annually was, on that 
account, to be incurred. It was just that the colo- 
nies', which had profited so much by the war; whose 
interests, commerce, and security had been the first 
objects of the peace; and of whose ability to bear at 
least some proportion of that new expense there was 
no reason to douht, should contribute, not to support or 
to defend Great Britain, but about a third part of the 
expen.se necessary for their own defence and protec- 
tion. Upon this general and acknowledged principle, 
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and upon this application of it, which was just in 
itself, and which the situation of Great Britain ren- 
dered necessary, thfe stamp act was planned. The 
propriety of charging such duties in the colonies and 
plantations was first thrown into the. form of a reso- 
lution ; and though no farther proceedings upon the 
measure at that time took place, yet the merits of the 
question were . opened at large. Those who after- 
wards so loudly asserted the privileges and exemptionii 
of America, were then publicly called upon to deny, 
if they thought it fitting, the right of the legislature 
to impose any tax, either internal or external, upon that 
country ; and not a single person, as before observed, 
ventured to controvert that right. A year’s delay, how- 
ever, Avas given, that information might be received from 
America, w'ith regard to the expediency of the parti- 
cular tax proposed, not to permit the right of imposing 
it to be disputed. This distinction was clearly stated 
to the House of Commons, and afterwards explained 
to the agents of the provinces. But several of these 
provinces, little grateful for such indulgence, either 
directly treated the resolutions of the British legisla- 
ture with the most indecent disrespect, or instructed 
their agents to present petitions, asserting the right 
of freedom from taxes imposed by Great Britain. 
Such petitions could not be heard, but were rejected 
without a division, Avhen Mr. Grenville proposed, 
in order to mitigate matters, that the agents .should 
join in a petition to the House, for their being heard 
by counsel in behalf of their respective colonies agaimst 
the tax. But the agents did not think' proper to avail 
themselves of this second instance of condescension; 
they imagined, perJiaps, that the petitioning for a 
suspension of the bill, as a favour, might be deemed 
an acknowledgment, that their principals had no 
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I'ig'lit to oppose the execution of it when passed into 
a law. The bill, of course, having gone through the 
usual forms, received the royal assent by cominissioii, 
on the 22d of March ; and the minister was not with- 
out hopes, that the colonies would acquiesce in this 
act, particularly as the money arising from it was to 
be reserved for defraying the charge of their own 
protection, and as bounties were granted to encourage 
the importation of all kinds of timber from them, 
which would at least compensate in most parts of 
North America the operation of the stamp duty. 

The number of cutters and other vessels, which 
had been fitted out for the suppression of smuggling, 
were of the utmost .service to the state, not only from 
the vast number of seizures they made, but as being 
so many provi.sions for naval officers on half-pay, and 
keeping up a body of seamen for the use of govern- 
ment. But they were nut sufficient for the extinction 
of the evil. The isle of Man, which was not subject 
to the ' custom-house laws, as not only the property 
but the sovereignty of it belonged to the Duke of 
Athol, lay so conveniently for the purpose of smug- 
gling. tliat it defeated the utmost vigilance of govern- 
ment. So far back as the seventh and eighth years 
of the reign of George the First, acts of rarliameut 
had been made for preventing, such illegal and de- 
structive practices ; but without effect. A treaty was 
then entered into by government for purchasing the 
property of the island, or such a right over it, us 
might deprive the smugglers of the haunts and con- 
veniences they had fur carrying on their frauds. 
This expedient likewise proved ineffectual ; it was 
easy to ascertain the real value of the island ; but the 
price of relinqui.shed sovereignty was not so suscep- 
tible of calculation. At length, on the second reading 
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of a bill presented to the House of Commons by Mr. 
Grenville, for more effectually preventing the mis- 
cbiels arising to the reyeniie and commerce of Grea. 
Britain and Ireland, from the illicit and clandestine 
trade to and from the isle of Man, the Duke and 
Duchess of Athol presented a petition for liberty to 
be fieard by counsel against it, the object of which 
was* to obtain a proper compensation tjr equivalent 
for the snirender of their hereditary rights and title. 
An all 'tract of the revenue of the island for the last 
ten years, and the proposals of the duke and duchess 
in their correspondence with the commissioners of 
the trerisnry on the subject, were also laid before the 
House ; and the residt was, that on the Glh of March, 
two resolutions were agreed to, for vesting in the 
crown all rights, jurisdictions, and interests, in and 
over the said island and its dependencies, excepting 
what related to the landed property ; and for allow- 
ing the proprietors 70,00()f. as a full compensation 
for those rights. The liberality of government went 
still farther, a pension being also settled on the duke 
and the duchess, during their lives, by way of dou- 
ceur for the relinquishment of titular royalty. 

Before the bills, founded on the above proceedings 
and resolutions of the Commons, could go through all 
the necessary stages, another matter of great national 
concern engaged public attention. Towards the 
spring of the year, his Majesty was attacked with an 
illness, which excited considerable alarm. Anxious, 
however, as the people might be for the life of their 
sovereign, he appears to have been equally so for 
their safety and welfare. The first day that his 
liealth would permit him to appear abroach which 
was on the 24th of April, he repaired to Parliament, 
where, alter giving his assent to the bills that were 
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ready, he made a speech to, both Honses, in which 
he told them, that his late indisposition, thoug-h not 
attended with danger, ha(l led him to consider the 
situation in which his kingdonivS and his family- might 
be left, if it should please God to put a period to his 
life whilst his successor was of tender years : and had 
determined him to take the earliest opportunity of 
recommending to their most serious deliberation,' the 
making such provision as would be necessary, in 
case any of his children should succeed to his throne 
before they should respectively attain the age of 
eighteen years. To this end, his Majesty proposed 
'to their consideration, whether, under the present 
circumstances, it would not be' expedient to vest in 
him the'power of appointing, from time to time, by 
instrument in writing, under his sign manual, either the 
Queen, or any other person of his royal family, usually 
residing in Great Britain, to be the guardian of the per- 
son of such successor, and the regent of these kingdoms, 
nntil such successor should attain the asfe of eighteen 
years, subject to the like restrictions and regulations 
as were specified in the act made on occasion of his 
father’s death ; the regent so appointed to be assisted 
by a council, composed of the several persons, who, 
by reason of their dignities and offices, were consti- 
tuted member's of the council established by that act,, 
together with those whom they might think proper 
to leave to his nomination. This speech having been 
answered, as soon as forms would admit, by a joint 
address from both Houses, the Lords ordered a bill 
to be brought in, conformable to his Majesty’s recom- 
mendation: but when it came down to the Commons 
for their concurrence, it gave rise to very long de- 
bates, the clauses of it being so worded as to exclude 
the Princess-dowager of Wales? from any share in th^ 
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guardianship or regency, though, next to the Queen, 
it was most natural for his Majesty to wish his own 
mother invested with such trusts. An amendment 
was therefore carried by a majority of 167 against 
thirty-seven, for inserting the name of the Princess- 
dowager of Wales, next after that of the Queen; 
and the -bill, so amended, being approved by the 
Lords, received the royal assent on the 15th of May. 

Whilst this affair was under the consideration of the 
legislature, the journeymen silk-weavers of London, 
reinforced by those of the other trades immediately 
depending upon that branch, conceiving themselves 
greatly injured by the use of I'rencli and other foreign 
silks, assembled, by beat of drum, with their wives 
and children, to the amount of many thousands, in 
Spitallields, and Moorfields, in order to petition for 
redress by a total prohibition of those articles. They 
had before applied to his Majesty, who assured them 
the matter should be submitted to Parliament; and at 
his instance a bill was forwarding with all possible 
dispatch to lay additional duties on the importation 
of M'l'ought silks and velvets, and to encourage the 
silk manufactures of the kingdom ; but this did not 
pacify the insurgents, who, after having collected all 
their numbers at (he above places, and made choice 
of leaders to conduct them, proceeded in separate 
bodies, and by different routes, w'ith flags designed 
as emblems of their griev.mices, to St. James’s and 
Westrninster-hall ; surrounded the palace and both 
Houses of Parliament ; stopped several of the mem- 
bers in their chaire and coaches, beseeching them, 
in the humblest terms, to consider their diUresses, 
and created the- most serious apprehensions for the 
public tranquillity. They beset the Duke of Bed- 
ford’s house in Bloomsbury Square, where they com- 
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inittQid sorae‘ acts of outrage, because he \ras said to 
Iwlve expressed bis sentiments concerning them willi 
too much harshness ; and they broke the windows of 
a few shops'suspected of selling French silks ; but a 
mild, yet steady exertion of the civil power* assisted 
by the military, reduced them to order, and prevented 
any farther mischief. Every step which rational pity 
could suggest, was also taken by the legislature, and 
by the public. Besides the acts for increasing the 
duties on foreign silks at)d velvets, another Was pass- 
ed for prohibiting' the importation of silk stockings, 
gloves, and mittens, A seasonable subscription was 
•likewise set on foot for their present relief ; and the 
principal silk-mercers concurred in an agreement to 
recal all the orders they had given for foreign manu- 
factures. 

These comiBbtions among the journeymen silk- 
wetivers ' were no sooner allayed, than symptoms of 
another kind of ferment began to appear at court.. 
Since the Earl of Bute’s^ retirement from public 
business, the agents of faction had been indefatigable 
in their endeavours to make the multitude believe, 
that no important measure was determined upon by 
government without his private advice ; which the 
great popular speakers in both Houses of Barliariient 
took care to countenance by frequent insinuations of 
a secret influence. Such reproaches could not be 
very agreeable tu any of the ministers; but they 
were particularly stinging to the Duke of Bedford, 
^man almost as proud, as irritable, and as jealous of 
hiB independency, as Mr. Pitt •himself. From too 
violent a desire to wipe off the aspersion, and to 
aflbrd the most unquestionable proofs of disregard 
for the Earl of Bute, his grace contrived to have 
that nobleman’s brother turned out of a very honour- 
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able and lucrative ennployment, enjoyed by him in 
his own country, and in the discharj^e of which he 
had not given the least room for complaint. It was 
impossible this step should not be considered by the 
King as an affront put upon himself. But the duke 
and his colleagues went still farther; and dismissed 
Lord Holland and the Earl of Northumberland, for 
no other reason but because they were supposed to 
be the Earl of Bute’s friends. About the time these 
changes took place, Parliament was prorogued with 
the usual acknowledgments from the throne. 

But the ministry did not long enjoy those grati* 
fications of their pride, rather than of their public 
spirit ; the intended exclusion of the Princess-dowager 
from the regency act first indisposed the King’s mind 
towards them, and offers were made to the principal 
members of the opposition, which, though declined 
by Mr. Pitt and Lord Temple, were, after much 
negociation> accepted by the Duke of Newcastle, the 
Marquis of Rockingham, and their friends. General 
Conway, who at the close of the last session had been 
deprived of all his employments, and the Duke of 
Grafton, were made secretaries of state. Lord Wey- 
mouth’s late appointment to the lord-lieutenancy of 
Ireland was superseded by that of the Earl of Hert- 
ford, General Conway’s brother. The president’s 
chair, lately filled by the Duke of Bedford, was 
given to the Earl of Winchelsea ; and the places 
which Mr. Grenville bad united in his own person 
were now divided, the Marquis of Rockingham be- 
coming first lord of the treasury, and Mr. Dowdes- 
well, chancellor of the exchequer. Most of the other 
great offices of state were also filled with new men, 
except that Lord Egmont was continued at the head 
of the admiralty, and the Duke of New'Castle chose 
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to be lord privy-seal, a place of ease well suited to 
his years, and yet of honour and confidence, the 
things of which his grace had ever appeared most 
ambitious. It was upon the same occasion that the 
very popular chief justice of the Common Pleas was 
created Lord Camden. 

. This arrangement or' alteration of the ministry 
was entirely the work of the Duke of Cumberland, 
who continued for some tiine to assist them with his 
advice, but did not live long enough to see the conse- 
quences of the most important of their deliberations. 
On the evening of the 3Ist of October, as his Royal 
Highness was preparing -to assist at a council on 
affairs of state, which was to be held at his own 
house in Upper Grosvenor Street, he was seized 
with a disorder, of which he had some symptoms 
the night before, and in a fit of shivering, sunk 
senseless, almost instantaneously, in the arms of the 
Earl of Albemarle. On being opened, there was 
found, in the right ventricle of the brain, a coagu- 
lation of extravasated blood, about the size of a 
pigeon’s egg, which was the cause of his death. The 
membrane of the lobes of the brain was ossified. 
This, prince, who died in the 45th year of his age, 
was born in England, some years after the accession 
of the house of Hanover. His character was highly 
respectable, and his name was immortalized by his 
victory at Culloden. In less than two months after, 
the royal family sustained another loss in the death 
of Prince Frederick William, his .Majesty’s younger 
brother. This event following the former at so short 
an interval, thickened the glooms of melancholy round 
the court, and damped the joy which had been lately 
felt there, as well as throughout the kingdom, in 
consequence of the Queen’s happy delivery of a third 
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son, Prince William Henry, afterwards created Duke 
of Clarence. 

On the 26th of April Lord Byron wa5 tried in 
Westminster-hall, before the Peers, for the murder 
of Mr. Chaworth in a duel, and found guilty of 
manslaughter ; but as peers are, by an old statute, 
to be dismissed iA all cases where benefit of clergy 
is allowed, his lordship was discharged on paying his 
fees. • 

The famous Chevalier de St. George, only son of 
the late King James the. Second, died at Rome, in a 
far advanced age, on the 30th o^ December. Born 
with the prospect of inheriting three- powerful king- 
doms, he experienced, during the course of a long 
life, only a succession of misfortunes. So entirely 
' had he survived his political consequence, that the 
intelligence of his death was received in Great Bri- 
tain with the utmost indifference ; though his preten- 
sions had, within the memory of the majority of 
persons living, excited the highest apiwehension and 
alarm. He left two sons, the eldest of whom was 
Charles Edward, the hero of 1745. The younger, 
educated an ecclesiastic, and advanced to the purple, 
under the appellation of Cardinal of York, was the 
last surviving mule of the ill-starred house of Stuart. 

We must now revert to the affairs of India, from 
which quarter alarm had been frequently, and very 
justly, excited in the course of the last three or four 
years ; but it seemed now to subside in perfect secu- 
rity. The transactions there, though of no small 
moment, have been hitherto passed over, in order to 
keep them distinct, and to exhibit them in regular 
and unbroken succession. 

In some former remarks on the occurrences of the 
year 1761, it was observed that Mir Cossim, the 
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8ubah of Beng'al, who had been enabled by the assist- 
ance of the English to check Sha Zaddah’s progress, 
was influenced by private motives to treat the con- 
quered prince with extraordinary respect. Mir Cos- 
sim, though indebted to the English for the acquisition 
of the subahship in the first instance, and for the secure 
possession of it afterwards, conceived the design of 
freeing himself from what he thought the chains of 
a ruinous and dishonourallle dependance. Instead, 
therefore, of imposing hard terms on the Mogul 
prince, he strove to secure his friendship, of which 
he foresaw the value as soom as he should be prepared 
to avow his intentions. But these he .artfully con- 
cealed for some time, and even continued to avail 
himself of the power of the English, whilst he found 
it serviceable to him. By their means he cleared his 
-government of invaders, and strengthened his fron- 
tiers ; he reduced the rajahs, or independent Indian 
chiefs, who had rebelled during the feeble adminis- 
tration of his predecessor; and, by compelling them 
to pay the usual tribute, repaired his exhausted 
finances, and thus secured the discipline and fidelity 
of his troops. Peace and order being restored to his 
province, his next step was to remove his court from 
Murshudabad, the vicinity of which to Calcutta gave 
the factory an opportunity of watching his conduct 
too narrowly, 200 miles higher up the Ganges, to 
Mongheer, which he fortified as strongly and expe- 
ditiously as he could. _ Here he began to form his 
army on a new model, and drew together all the 
Persians^ Tartars, Armenians, and other soldiers of 
fortune, whose military spirit he wished to infuse 
into his Indian forces, and whose example might, he 
hoped, teach them to overcome their natural timidity. 
Sensible of the superiority of European discipline, he 



1765.] GEORGE THE THIRD. 269 

neglected nothing to acquire it; every wandering 
Frenchman, every seapoy who had been dismissed 
from the English service, he carefully picked up, and 
distributed amongst his troops. He changed the 
fa,shion'of the Indian muskets from matchlocks to 
Arelocks; and because his cahnon was nearly as 
defective as his small arms, he procured from the 
English a pattern of one, on which he formed an 
excellent train of artillery. Attentive to his army, 
he was not forgetful of his court, the treachery and 
factious dissensions of which had hitherto been more 
fatal to the Indian princes than the feebleness of 
their arms,- He therefore cut off, without remorse, 
or threw into prison, every considerable person in his 
dominions, Avho had shewn any attachment to the 
English. His revenue, though on a much better 
footing than that of his predecessor, still fell very 
short of its ancient limits. The free trade, which 
his own and his father-in-law’s necessities had extort- 
ed in favour of the company’s servants, threatened 
to annihilate his customs, as it diverted all the domes- 
tic and foreign commerce of Bengal into a channel 
from which he could derive no benefit. To remedy 
this evil, he subjected all the English private traders 
to the regular and equal payment of duties throughout 
his dominions ; and issued an order, that their disputes, 
if they happened in his territories, should be decided 
by his magistrates. The English factory took the alarm. 
Mr. Yansittart, the governor, went in the latter end of 
1763, to Mongheer, in order to expostulate with the 
Bubab, who answered his remonstrances with a com- 
mand of temper equal to the force of his reasoning. 
“ If,” said he, “ the servants of the company were 
permitted, as they now desire, to trade custom-free in 
all parts, and in all commodities, they roust of course 
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draw all trade into ttieir own hands ; and my customs 
would he of so little value, that it Would be more for 
my interest to lay trade entirely open, and to collect 
no duties iy)un any kind of merchandize. This would ' 
invite numbers of merchants into the country, and 
increase my revenues by encoum^ing' the cultivation 
and manufacture of goods for sale, at the same time 
that it would cut off the principal source of our quar- 
rels, an object which 1 have more than any other at 
heart.” The truth of these remarks could not be 
p^nlroverted ; but Mir Cossim’s conduct was still a 
direct violation of the treaty, or bargain, he made 
with the company’s servants on his obtaining the 
jipbahship, by which they were entitled to the privi- 
leges in question. The matter, however, was evidently 
in his power, unless a war prevented him. The 
governor, though long accustomed to dictate on such 
occasions, submitted to certain regulations, which, 
if not unreasonable, were very unpleasing. These 
were instantly put in execution j and the Indian 
magistrates began to exercise their power with a 
- proper spirit, as they said, but, as the English traders 
complained, with partiality and rigour. As soon as 
the effect of the negociation was made known at 
Calcutta, it threw the factory into a flame. They 
were filled with indignation and astonishment, at 
finding that an Asiatic prince, created by themselves, 
had dared' to assert his independency. They began 
to repent of their late change, and to wish that they 
had left the timid and indolent Mir JafSer. to slumber 
quietly on his thrdne. The couticil disavowed the 
proceedings of the governor; sent orders to all the 
factories, forbidding them to submit to any of the 
proposed restrictions; and solicited Cossim to enter 
into a new agreement. But now grown confideqt of 
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his strength, he charged them with inconstancy and 
insolence, and refused to' negociate with, their depu- 
ties.. The English factory, yielding in nothing to his 
spirit, prepared to draw their army into the field, and 
once more proclaimed Mir Jaffier subah of Bengal. 

In this war, the first blow was struck by the Eng- 
lish. At Patna, a great commercial city, 300 miles 
up the Ganges, they had a fortified factory, and 
some European as well as Indian .soldiers. These 
suddenly attacked the town on the 25th of June, 
1763, and made themselves masters of it without 
much difficulty, notwithstanding its fortifications had 
been newly repaired, and that it was defended by' a 
strong garrison. The Indian governor and his troops 
fled at the first assault into the country ; but being 
reinforced, he returned in a few hours to Patna, and 
surprised the English, who had neglected every pre- 
caution, and W'ere wildly dispersed on every side, 
wasting and plundering that opulent and feeble city. 
Many of them \vere cut to pieces, the rest took 
refuge in the fort. But even this they soon aban- 
doned, so spiritless did they become in consequence 
of the unexpected turn of tlieir affairs. Cro.ssing 
the Ganges, they marched for three days W'ithont 
interruption; but were at length overtaken by a 
superior force. In the first engagement, fortune 
proved favourable; in the .second, they were entirely 
routed ; and shared that fate which might naturally 
be expected from so rash and precipitate a resolution. 
At a distance from all .succour, and in the heart of the 
enemy’s country, they had no safety to hope for, but 
from the defence of their factory, where they might 
have maintained themselves for a long time, the In- 
dians being very inexpert in the art of reducing 
fortified places. 
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Thoug^h the deputies sent to Mongheer had the 
nabob’s pass, and ought to have been by the law of 
nations sacred, they were attacked in their return, 
and miserably slaughtered with their attendants. 
This act of barbarity hastened the march of the 
army under Major Adams, who, at first, had only 
one royal regiment, a few of the company’s forces, 
two troops of European cavalry, ten companies of 
seapoys, and twelve pieces of cannon. With these 
he proved victorious in several brisk skirmishes, and 
cleared the country as far as the Cossimbuzar, a 
branch of the Ganges, which it was necessary to 
pass, before any attempt could be made on Murshu- 
dabad, the capital of the province. The enemy did 
not oppose his passage ; but had drawn out their 
army, consisting of 10,U0O men, in an advantageous 
post at a place called Ballasara, between the river 
and the city. By a judicious movement, he obliged 
them to begin the action, which they did with great 
spirit, and' bore the cannonade very firmly ; but, at 
the distance of fifty yards, they received such a 
storm of musketry, as made them retreat in the 
utmost confusion and precipitancy. Adams, with 
that rapidity which is always useful in war, but was 
here indispensable, as the periodical rains began to 
fall, marched forward 3 but found the enemy again 
in bis way, defended by an intrenchment fiftfeen feet 
high, and by a numerous artillery. As it would 
have been an unjustifiable boldness to think of forcing 
so strung a post, he had recourse to a stratagem, 
which succeeded. He made a feint of attacking 
them where their principal strength lay, while the 
body of his army marched in the night to the oppo- 
site quarter of their line, and mastered "it at day- 
break with little difficulty. Astonished at this stroke, 
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the Indiana fled> and abandoned the camp, and the 
city which it covered, to the conqueror. So consi- 
derable an advantage, which the English gained on 
the 23d of July, 1763, increased their diligence and 
exertions. They penetrated into the inmost recesses 
of the province, and crossing the numerous and vvide 
branches of the Ganges, sought out the subah through 
marshes and forests, fie was not remiss in his own 
defence. Knowing the inferiority of his troops, and 
the slight attachment of Indian subjects to their prince, 
he never ventured the final decision of the war on a 
single battle, nor hazarded his person in any engage- 
ment. The faithlessness of his grandees, who might, 
by treason, erect their own fortune on his ruin, deterred 
him from the latter; and the former could never be 
deemed advisable by a man, whom the experience 
of others had taught that an immense multitude of 
undisciplined troops only confounds veterans, and 
contributes to the greatness of a defeat. The Eng- 
lish were also in the career of victory, and nothing 
could stand before them ; yet they found a sensible 
difference in the opposition they now met with, Jhough 
it was not able fully to obstruct their progress. Ten 
days after their late victory, they found 20,000 horse 
and 8000 foot, excellently posted on the banks of the 
Nuncas Nullas, well defended by a foriRidable train 
of artillery, divided into regular brigades, armed and 
clothed like Europeans, and in every respect display- 
ing the same order and spirit as themselves. What^ 
was never before observed in India, the enemy did not 
discharge a cannon till the English began the attack. 
A constant fire was kept up, on both sides, for the 
space of four hours ; during which time the Indian ca- . 
valry charged the European regulars, at the distance 
of twenty yards, with uncommon resolutipn. Butin 
VOL. I. 2 m 
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•pile of all the efforts of their improved discipline 
and oourag'e, they were at length compelled to ffy, 
with the loss of all their artillery. After this decisive 
proof of the superiority of the English forces,'' the 
Indians never attempted a regular engagement in 
the open field during the remainder of the campaign, 
but they shewed neither want of spirit nor skill in 
defending their towns and fortresses. At Auda Nulla 
particularly, they held out with wonderful art and 
perseverance, baffling every opA'ation against them, 
from the 2lst of August till the 4th of September, 
when, being overpowered by one of Major Adams’s 
well concerted stratagems, they suffered an incredible, 
slaughter. The carrying of this strong hold laid 
open the whole country to the victorious arms of the 
English as far as the gates of Mongheer, which sur- 
rendered to them after only nine days open trenches. 

Nothing now remained to complete the reduction 
of the whole province, but the taking of Patna. This 
was the last hope of Mir Cossim, who had accordingly 
taken every possible precaution to strengthen and 
secure it. He placed in the city a garrison of 10,000 
men,, and hovered, at some distance, with several 
large bodies of horse, to annoy the besiegers. But 
this barbarian merited, by his cruelties, the ill success 
which constantly attended all his measures, however 
well chosen. Irritated at the progress of Adams, and 
unable to avenge himself in the field, he issued orders 
for massacring about 200 Englishmen, who had been 
made prisoners at Patna, in the beginning of the 
troubles. One Someraw, a German, who had de- 
serted from the company’s service, was chosen for 
the perpetration of this horrid villany. On the day 
intended for butchering these unfortunate persons,' he 
invit^ forty pf the most considerable to supper at 
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his house; andj in the midst of convivial mirth, when 
they thought themselves protected by the laws of 
hospitality as well ns of war, the ruffian ordered the 
Indians under his command to cut their throats. 
These barbarous soldiers revolted at the savag^e or- 
der; they refused at first to obey, desiring that arms 
migfht be gfiven to the English, and that they would 
then engage them. Someraw, fixed in his purpose, 
compelled them, by threats and blows,, to- the accom- 
plishment of that odious service. The unfortunate 
victims, though suddenly attacked and wholly un- 
armed, made a long and brave, defence, killing some 
of the assailants with their plates and bottles. In 
the end, they were all murdered ; and the rest of the 
prisbners met with the same fate. This enormous 
crime was not long unrevenged. Adams soofi laid 
siege to Patna, which he took by storm in eight days, 
and forced CosSim to seek an asylutn in the territories 
of Sujah Doula, a neighbouring subah, who acted as 
vizier to the Great Mogul. 

No campaign had ever been conducted with more 
ability. In less than four months Major Adams com- 
pleted, the first of any European, the entire conquest 
of Bengal; in which time, he gained four victories, 
stormed two fortified cities, took 500 pieces of cannon, 
and drove into exile the most implacable enemy the 
English had ever before encountered in India. Mir 
Cossim’s expulsion was not, however, attended with 
any lasting 'security to the company’s affairs in the' 
east. The Indian princes, sensible, that, against 
European invaders, the cause of one was the cause 
of all, were alarmed for their own independence, 
and, at the instigation of the fugitive subah,' took up 
arms against the English. . Th^ death of Adams, 
whose name was so terrible to them, eontributed 
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very much to this resolution. The Shah Zaddah 
and the n4bob Sujah Douhi united their forces, and 
threatened to restore the exiled Cossim, at the head 
6f an army of 50,000 men, with a suitable train of 
artillery. Major Munro, who succeeded Adams, 
shewed himself by no means unworthy of such an 
appointment. He marched directly in quest of the 
enemy, and came up with them on the 32d of Octo^ 
ber, 1764, at a place called Buxar, on the banks of 
the Camnassary, about 100 miles above Patna; where 
they were encamped with all the Advantages nature 
and art could bestow. Trusting tp their superiority 
in numbers, they attacked Munro with all their forces, 
but were soon put to flight, leaving 6000 men on the 
spot, with 130 pieces of cannon, a proportionable 
quantity of military, stores, and all their tents ready 
pitched. This advantage cost the victors, in killed 
and wounded, but 109 Europeans, and 700 Indians. 
The indefatigable major followed the blow by an 
attempt on the only fort M'hich was still left to Sujah 
Doula on the same side of the river .Camnassary. 
This fort, callwl Chanda Geer, was a place of very 
great strength from its elevated and almost inacces- 
sible situation on a craggy rock. A practicable 
breach in the walls being effected by aitiUery, a 
party of the English forces wa^ sent to storm jt in 
the night-time ; but while they were vainly endea- 
Toilring to clamber up the steep ascent, the Indians, 
with equal vigilance alid activity, poured down upon 
them such torrents of stones as forced them to dqsist, 
after many were buried under the rubbish made by 
their own cannon. Shame and a sense of honour 
tempted them to renew the attack on the ensuing 
night, but they met with no better success. Munro, 
therefore, drew off his ttoops, and encamped in ^thg 
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neighonrhqod of Benares, ao almost open and opulent 
city',- M'liich it was of importance to protect against 
th6 incursions of a plundering enemy. 

Affairs were thus circumstanced in the beginning 
of the year 1705, when Major Miinro being recalled 
home, the temporary command of the army devolved 
on Sir^Bpbert Fletcher, who resolved to do something 
to signalize himself, before General Carnac, named 
by the governor and council of Bengal, could arrive. 
With this view, he broke up his camp near Benares 
at midnight of the 14th of January, and marched in 
quest of the enemy, whom he chased before him. 
He next turned his thoughts to the reduction of the 
fort, the siege of which Munro had found it so im- 
prudent to continue, and would probably have found 
it equally impregnable; but great discontents no\^ 
prevailed among the garrison, in consequence of 
their having received no pay for six months. Three 
breaches being made in the walls, the governor, in 
sight of his troops, delivered up the keys, with tears 
in his eyes, declaring that he had endeavoured to act 
like a soldier; but deserted by his p|^ce, and threat- 
ened ^by a mutinous garrison, he yielded through 
necessity. The surrender of this fort was quickly 
followed by a much greater, though not a more diffi- 
cult conquest. Sir Robert met with little resistance 
in making himself master of the enemy’s capital, 
called Eliabad, a large and strong city about seventy 
miles higher up the Ganges, and of .such importance 
as seemingly to cc/mplete the ruin of Sujah Doula. 
Soon after this capture. General Carnac assumed the 
command of the army, and made the best disposi- 
tions for. securing the new conquests, as well as for 
resforing order and government to the country. 
Nothing occurred, for some time, to give him the 
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least molestation. Sujah Doula was not in a con- 
dition immediately to oppose him. The battle of 
Buxar had g'iven a terrible blow to the nabob’s cre- 
dit and power : Shah Zadda, the mogul, had then 
deserted him, and gone over to the English : his 
forces had also gradually crumbled away by frequent 
and bloody defeats: still, finding a resource in his own 
steadiness and courage', he resolved not to fall in a 
weak and inglorious manner. He gathered together, 
with great assiduity, the remains of his routed armies, 
and as he knew that they alone could not prop his 
falling fortune, he applied for assistance to the Mah- 
rattas, the inhabitants of the mountainous country to 
the south-west of Oude, his province. They are an 
original tribe of Indians, who were never perfectly 
subdued by the mogul Tartars. Their principal 
sti'ength consisted in their horse, with which they 
overran and rendered tributary several provinces, 
spreading terror and devastation around them. But 
their fame in arms ceased, when they encountered 
the {English. Meeting Carnac at Calpi on the 20tb 
of May, they ^ere totally routed, and obliged to 
seek for shelter in their own mountains. Foiled in 
all his military attempts, Sujah Doula took a resolu- 
tion altogether worthy of the spirit and policy of his 
character. Thinking it better to throw his life and 
fortune upon the generosity of a brave enemy, than 
•to wander a forlorn exile, dependant on the uncertain 
hospitality of neighbours, who might purchase their 
own safety by his ruin, he determined to anticipate 
his fate, and to surrender himself. Having, with a 
spirit of fidelity unusual in that country, allowed Cos- 
sim and the assassin Someraw to escape, he appeared 
1 days after the action at Calpi in General Car- 
nac camp, nothing being previously Btipnlated in his 
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favour, but that he should await Lord Clive’s deter- 
minatiop. 

On the first intellig'eiice received by the India com- 
pany that this war had broken out, they were struck 
with the utmost consternation. Under the influence 
of such a panic, nothing seemed to them capable of 
re-establishing their affairs but the name and fortune 
of Lord Clive, to whom former success had given 
the character of invincible among the superstitious 
Indians. The company forgot, that other ofhcerit 
had gained equal honour, though not equal fortunes, 
in that part of the world. As if the enemies were 
at their gates, they created a dictator : they invested 
him and four other gentlemen with unlimited autho- 
rity to examine and determine every thing, inde- 
pendently of the council, as long as Bengal remained 
in a state of war and confusion. These extraordinary 
powers were not granted without a vigorous opposi- 
tion, but the .select committee, as it was called, sailed 
for Bengal. In the mean time Mir Jaffier, who had 
experienced such a variety of fortunes, died, and 
nominated his son, Naijem Doula, his successor. The 
council of Calcutta, after some deliberation, con- 
firmed his choice, even to the exclusion of the male 
issue of a deceased elder son, because it was conform- 
able to the Mussulman custom, which permits the 
latter to leave the succession to any of his own 
surviving sons, in preference to his grandson in the 
elder branch ; and because, from the favourite son’s" 
personal character, he seemed likely to be contented 
with a moderate share of power. But previous to 
his receiving this hofiour, the terms were prescribed, 
on which he was to be admitted to it. The late 
subah had been bound by treaty to maintain an army 
of 12,000 horse and as many foot; instead of which. 
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as they baci tiever been found serviceablet tbe near 
one was oblig;ed to settle 800,0007. a yejir, payable 
out of his treasury, upon the copapany, who undertook 
to .maintain a sufficient force for his and their own 
security. He was entirely freed from the trouble of 
keeping any soldiers, exOept a few for parade., It was 
likewise resolved, that he should discard his tutor and 
prime minister, Nuncomar, and receive in bis rooni 
A.iperson appointed by the .council, who was to act in 
tbe same double capacity, as instructor of his youth, 
and chief manager in his government. The council 
assumed a negative in the nomination of superin- 
tendents and other officers employed in collecting or 
receiving' the revenues ; and insisted on the subah ’9 
paying all due respect to any complaints, which they 
might prefer against the behaviour of those who 
already were, or should be appointed. Notwith- 
standing Naijem Doula's inexperience, and the sup- 
posed pliancy of his character, he made a firm 
opposition to these terms. The being obliged to part 
with Nuncomar, and to accept of a minister whom 
he could consider in no other light than as a spy 
upon his actftns, was ^particularly galling. He also 
objected to several of the regulations that were pro- 
[>osed, in regard to the collection of the revenui^jj; 
and insisted oh the sole and uncontrolled nomination 
of his own officers. But the force of his remon- 
strances on any of those points was of little service 
to him ; and his attempts to soften the deputies, who 
had been sent to negociate the treaty, proved equally 
fruitless. Not the smallest relaxation was to be 
obtained ; and disagreeable as the terms were, he 
found it necessary to sign them, or to relinquish all 
his fondest hopes and pretensions. Large preset^ 
were also bestowed, according to the constant pi’ac- 
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tice, on the Eng^lish ne^ociators, who, though inflex- 
ible with respect to the articles, were ready to accept 
of any other acknowledgments from the siibah, ub 
the price of his elevation. 

Among vnriou.s abuses which had lately engaged 
the attention of the company, this practice of receiv- 
ing presents was deemed most injurious to the general 
interest. Covenants were therefore sent out from 
England to be signed by all the conipany’.-t servants, 
not to accept of any such presents for the future. 
These instruments, though they had arrived, were 
not signed before the date of the treaty with Naijem 
Donla 3 and, as particular mention was made that 
they should affect no previous acts, the negociutors 
did not imagfine tliat their late conduct could be 
called in que.stion. Matters appeared in a different 
light to the secret committee. They began a rigo- 
rous inquiry into the whole proceedings, and passed 
several resolutions severely reflecting on the council 
and its deputies. Their pretence was, that luxury, 
corruption, and the avidity of amassing large fortunes 
in a little time, had so universally infected the com- 
pany’.s servants, that nothing fess than a total reform, 
a perfect ei-adication of these vices, could pre.serve 
the settlement from immediate ruin. *' Fortunes of 
100,000f.,” said Lord Clive, “ have been acquired in 
the space of two years, and individuals, very young 
in the service, are returning home with a million and 
a half.” The charge was retorteiP by the accused 
party, who said, that such objections came with a 
very bad grace from men who were much more 
culpable, having amassed princely fortunes by the 
very same means : that the presents were conform- 
able to the custom of the country, and to the practice 
of the company’s servants in all former [teriods ; 
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ftnd were occepted with great honour, ,as all the 
proposed articles were previously settled, without 
giving up a single point, though large offers had 
been made for that purpose. These dissensions were 
increased by the select committee’s having sent for 
several gentlemen to Madras, to till up vacancies 
which had happened fn the council at Calcutte^ 
thereby bringing strangers in, over the heads of 
those whose turn it was, in right of succession, to 
have tilled those places. So extraordinary a step 
excited loud complaints ; and a memorial, signed by 
all the junior and two of the senior servants, was 
sent home to the court of directors. As tranquillity 
was re-established before the arrival of the committee, 
it was argued that their commission was null and 
void. Regardless of these charges, however, they 
exerted every power mentioned in their instructions 
to the full extent, making little or no use of the 
council, whom they sometimes acquainted with trans- 
actions, but without license to give any opinion upon 
them. 

In the mean time. Lord Clive repaired to the army 
at Eliabad ; full powers being vedted in him and Ge- 
neral Carnac by the select committee to conclude a 
peace with Sujah Doula, whom the council, on account 
of his obstinacy and implacability, had deprived of 
his dominions. The Shah Zadda, who had now suc- 
ceeded his fal^her as mogul, and had remained with the 
English since tW battle of Buxar, was to take posses- 
sion of the deposed nabob’s territories, as he had disco- 
vered an attachment to the English, and ^ngaged in the 
war againsthis inclination. These arrangements were 
entirely disapproved of by Lord Clive: he restored 
his province -to Sujah Doula, and disappointed the 
sanguine hopes of the mogul. He said, that the 
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company’s aifairs were likely to be involved in 
an inextricable labyrinth ; that the success of their 
arms promised nothing but a succession of £uture 
warsj and that to ruin Sujnh Doula was to break 
down the strongest barrier which the Bengal pro- 
vinces could have against the invasions of the Mah- 
rattas, Afghans, and other powers, who had so long 
desolated the northern districts. The mogul, whose 
cause the council had favoured, his lordship repre- 
sented as utterly incapable of collecting the revenues 
of SujahDoula’s country, without the assistance of the 
company’s whole force ; nor could their connexion 
with him end here : they must have marched their 
army to Delhi, and established his authority in the em- 
pire. For these reasons, his territories were restored 
to the nabob of Oud6 ; a small tract of land, yielding 
250,000?. annually, being reserved for the mogul, who 
was thus enabled to raise some force.s, and to take 
possession of his capital. The company were con- 
stituted dewans, or perpetual collectors of the reve- 
nues of Bengal under the mogul, to whom they in 
return engaged to pay twenty-six lacks of rupees 
yearly, amounting to 325,000/. in English money, The 
nabob, who was to be the acting collector under the 
company, was also allowed by them an annual reve- 
nue of 662,500/. for the support of his dignity,, and 
the expenses of his civil government. They likewise 
guarantied the respective territories of Sujah Doula 
and the mpgul, and obtained several articles in favour 
of their own inland trade. 

The advantages accruing to the company from thi.s 
treaty were said to be immense. According to the 
noble lord who concluded it, they would receive a 
clear yearly income of 1,700,000/. exempt froiR nil 
charges, expenses, and deductions. By such, a large 
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accession of treasure, they would be enabled to make 
proper investments from Bengal to China, without 
draining' England of its silver, for the payment of 
the great balance in trade which is constantly due 
to that country. . The security and permanence 
which the company were likely to acquire, in conse- 
quence of the treaty, tended greatly to enforce the 
policy of such a measure. As they now became a 
part of the empire according to its ancient constitu- 
tion, they were sure of all the support which the 
luogiil could give; and as they had a large revenue 
appropriated to the purpose of maintaining a sufficient 
force for their protection, they were no longer in 
dange'r of falling victims to the avarice or caprice of 
the nabobs. But it was argued, on the other hand, 
that the treaty was equally inconsistent w'itli the 
honour and interest of the company ; that in break- 
ing the former treaty made with the mogul, whereby 
he was to be put in possession of all Sujah Doula’s 
dominions, the faith of the company and of the nation, 
which had ever been held so sacred in that part of 
the world, was entirely forfeited ; while the English 
settlements wete, at the same time, deprived of a 
strong and lasting barrier, and that Major Munro 
might long before have obtained as advantageous 
terms, hut, as a previous condition, he insistecl that 
Cossim, the author of the war, and Someraw, the 
murderer of seventy-two English gentlemen, should 
he delivered up. Tire escape of Someraw cannot 
fail to excite indignation and regret ; but Clive, who 
directed the negociation, had little sense of honour, 
justice, or humanity. At the same time, he certainly 
introduced into the army several very judicious regu- 
lations. He put the troops in the country on a new 
footing ; he ordered barracks to be built for them in 
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proper places; he. also divided them into three parts, 
each of which was to consist of one reg'iment of 
IjiUropean infantry, one company of artillery, and 
seven battalions of seapoys, each battalion to consist 
of 700 rank and file. One of these divisions was 
stationed At Eliabad, a second at Patna, and the third 
in the neighbourhood of Calcutta. These arrange* 
ment.s were well calculated to preserve the tranquillity 
of the empire, and to secure to the company the fruits 
of their late acquisitions. The steps afterwards taken 
by the English ministry to render the prosperity of 
the company subservient to the national welfare, will 
be a subject of future consideration ; their thoughts 
w'ere at that time unfortunately engaged by objects 
of more immediate concern. 

Alino.st every day brought alarming intelligence of 
the violent proceedings of the populace against the 
stamp-Act in North America. When the report of 
its having received the royal assent first reached Bos- 
ton, the ships in the harbour hung out their colours 
half mast high, in token of deep monrning: the bells 
being muffled rang a dumb peal ; the act itself was 
printed with a death’s head impressed upon it, in the 
place where it is usual to fix the stamp ; and was 
publicly cried about the streets by the name of the 
“ folly of England, and ruin of America essays, 
denying not only the expediency, but the equity and 
legality, of the measure, appeared in various news- 
papers : to these w'ere added caricatures, pasquinades, 
puns, criticisms, and such vulgar sayings fitted to the 
occasion, as, on account of their brevity, were easily 
circulated and retained, and from their inflammatory 
tendency could not fail of preparing the minds of the 
rabble to take fire, the moment any attemipt.^ould be 
maide to carry the act into execution. The ferment 
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gradually spread to the middling and to the higher 
ranks of the people ; and M'hen authentic copies of 
the act from the King's printing-house appeared 
amongst them, it Avas treated ivith all the contempt 
and indignation which could be expressed by public 
authority against the most offensive libel. It was 
burnt, in various places, with the effigies of the men 
supposed to be most active in getting it passed ; and 
the warmest gratitude and respect were testided 
towards those who had made the most strenuous 
opposition to it in the English House of Commons. 
Such masters of ships as took out stamps for the colo- 
nies, found reason torepentof their boldness when they 
arrived at their destined ports. In order to save their 
vessels from fire, and their persons from the gallows, 
most of them were obliged to deliver up the stamps 
to the enraged multitude, who treated them with the 
same ignominy which the act itself had experienced ; 
while a few took shelter under any of the King’s 
ships that happened to be at hand to protect them. 
Gentlemen who were appointed to act as distributors 
of the stamps were made to renounce, publicly and 
upon oath, all concern in them at that or any future 
period ; and some who were suspected of having 
spoken too freely of the conduct of the populace, 
saw their effects plundered, and their houses burnt 
to the ground. Nay, ships bringing stamped mer- 
cantile or custom-house papers, merely for their own 
security, from those colonies which had thought pro- 
per to submit to the act, were forced to part with 
them, to be stuck up in derision in taverns and coffee- 
houses, and then publicly committed to the flames. 
The provincial assemblies, though they could not at 
first avoid disapproving of snch tumults, yet refused 
their sanction to any rigorous or effectual measures 
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for suppressing' them. This backwardness on their 
part to strengthen the hands of the executive power 
was highly applauded in some places by n)eeting.s of 
the freeholders, who directed their representatives not 
to agree to any steps for the protection of stamp- 
papers, or stamp-ofHcers, and to guard against all 
unconstitutional drafts on the public treasury. But 
the general assemblies went still farther. Instead of 
barely conniving at the tumultuous acts of the people 
in support of what was termed independence, they 
proceeded to justify them by arguments ; and though 
they resolved to petition the legislature of Great Bri- 
tain against the stamp-act, it was in such terms as 
served rather to express their weakness than their 
submission. Committees of correspondence were 
established in the different colonies, and select per- 
sons were deputed from them to a congress at New 
York, where they met in October, and signed one 
general declaration of their pretended rights, and one 
general petition expressive of their alleged grievances. 
The merchants also entered into solemn engagements 
not to order any more goods from Great Britain ; to 
recal the.orders already given, if not executed by the 
tst of January, 1766 ; and even not to dispose of any 
British goods sent them on commission after that 
time, unless not only the stamp-act, but the sugar 
and paper-money acts, were repealed. The people 
of Phil'ddelphia resolved, though not unanimously, 
that, till such repeal, no remittances should be made 
for debts already contracted, nor any lawyers be 
suffered to commence a- suit against a resident in 
America, in behalf of British claimants. Societies, 
in like manner, w'ere formed for the encouragement 
of domestic manufactures, and plans aifopted for 
shaking off all dependance on the mother country 
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for any of the necessaries or conveniences of life. It 
should be observed, however, that the warehouses of 
a g'reat number of the American merchants were 
then full of British g^oods, for whioli tliey had not 
paid, so that some of their resolutions might justly 
be suspected to proceed from fraud or dishonesty, as 
well as from patriotism ; and there is no doubt but 
the diffusion of the dame, which at that time spread 
so rapidly over eight of the colonies, was owing to 
tlfe wicked efforts of interested and ambitious meii. 
i by whatever motives the majority of the 

Am’^ican malecontents were actuated, the effects of 
their disaffection and resistance were quickly and 
severely felt by the mother country. Her manufac* 
tures were at a stand : the principal sources of her 
commerce were cut off: a numerous populace was 
thrown out of employment; while provisions became 
extravagantly dear, and public credit received a 
devere shock by the total stoppage of remittances 
from the colonies. The situation of the ministry 
was, at this juncture, peculiarly critical. They 
knew that the framers and supporters of the stamp 
act would insist on the policy and necessity of quell- 
ing, at the very outset, the daring resistance of the 
colonies to the legislative authority of Great Britain. 
They were also aware, that Mr. Fitt and his 'adhe- 
rents would contend for the absolute surrender or 
disavowal of the right of taxing the Americans. 
Between these opposite extremes, they thought it 
safest to choose a middle course, and neither to pre- 
cipitate affairs with tite colonists by the rashness of 
their councils, nor to sacrifice the dignity of the 
crown or nation' by irresolution or weakness. Their 
dispatches to the American governors were written 
with spirit, yet with temper, so as not to engage the 
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executive power too deeply, but to leave it still 
at the option of the supreme legislature to advise 
pacific measures. The only strong objection which 
could be urged again.st such a mode of proceeding 
was, that when the authority of any government is 
openly despised, ridiculed, and trampled upon, mode- 
ration may cease to be the dictate of either wisdom 
or virtue. 

In this situation were affairs when the Parliament 
met on the 17th of December. Particular notice 
was taken froA the throne of the. importance of the 
matters which had occurred in North America, and 
which were given as a reason for assembling the 
two Houses sooner than was intended, proini.sing, at 
the same time, that the fullest accounts should be 
prepared for their inspection. An address having 
been resolved, in answer to the King’s speech, a 
motion was made by the opposition for request- 
ing his Majesty to give orders, that copies of all 
letters, instructions, 8cc. sent to the governors and 
officers of the crown in North America, -with the 
answers thereto, and all other papers relative to the 
late disturbances there, should be laid before the 
House, although it had been declared from the 
throne, that the fullest accounts of those matters 
should be submitted to Parliament. This motion 
was not very candid with regard to the ministry, 
most of whose friends had vacated their seats in con- 
sequence of the late changes. After a sharp debate, 
the previous question being put, it was carried in the 
negative by a majority of seventy to thirty-five. The 
House then issued the necessary writs, and adjourned 
for the holidays. 

When both Houses met on the 14th of January, 
according to their adjournment, a second speech from 
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the throne pointed out the American affiej^rs aa the 
principal object of their deliberations. An address 
Has moved, according to custom, and agreed to 
without a division, but not without a warm debate, 
occasioned chiefly by some digressive remarks on the 
stamp-act. Mr. Pitt < condemned in the gross the 
measures of the late ministry, again aliuding to the 
secret influence of the Earl of Bute, by which, he 
(^enly insinuated, the national councils were still 
directed; and, to counteract it, he wished for the 
enforcement of that clause in the aOt of settlement 
which directs that every minister should set his name 
to the advice he may give his sovereign. He said he 
was ill in bed when the resolution was taken in the 
House to tax America, or he should have borne his 
testimony against it. As he could not depend upon 
health fpr any future day, he begged leave to say a 
few words at present on the point of right, it being 
his opinion, that Great Britain had no right to tax 
the colonies. He asserted the authority of the mother 
country orver them in every circumstance of govern- 
ment and legislation whatsoever, but contended that 
taxation was no part of the governing or legislative 
power : that taxes were a voluntary gift and grant 
of the Commons alone : and that the Commons of 
England had no right to give away the property of 
the people of America. He admitted that this king- 
dom had always bound the colonies by her laws, 
regulations, and restrictions in trade, in navigation, 
in mamifactures— in every thing except that of takmg 
fheir money out of their pockets without their con- 
sent ; but as the duties imposed for the regulation 
of trade certajnly took money out of their pockets, 
be endeavoured to make a distinction between 
internal and external taxes, the former being levied 
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for the purposes of raisin|r a revenue, while the latter 
were laid on for the accommodation of the subject, 
though some revenue might incidentally arise from 
them. To these remarks, Mr. George Grenville, in 
a spirited reply, censured the new ministry for delay- 
ing to give earlier notice to Parliament of the disturb- 
ances in America, which, he said, bordered on open 
rebellion • and if the doctrine he had heard that day 
were confirmed, would, he feared, lose that name to 
take that of revolution. He affirmed taxation to be 
a branch of the sorvereign power, that it had been 
frequently exercised over those who were never repre- 
sented : and that when he proposed to tax America, 
the right was by no one called in question. Protection 
and obedience were reciprocal. The seditious spirit 
of the colonies, he said, owes its birth to the factions 
in this House. We were told we trod on tender 
ground; we were bid to expect disobedience : what 
was this but telling America to stand out against the 
law ? to encourage their obstinacy with the expecta- 
tion of support from hence ? Ungrateful people 
America ! The nation has run itself into an immense 
debt to give them protection ; bounties have been 
extended to them ; in their favour the act of naviga- 
tion, that palladium of the British commerce, has been 
relaxed ; and, now they are called upon to contribute 
a small share towards the publicexpense, they renounce 
your authority, insult your officers, and break out, I 
might almost say, into open rebellion. Mr. Pitt made 
a second harangue, of considerable length, to justify 
the resistance of the Americans, and to apologize for 
the silence of his own party, when the question of right 
had been repeatedly submitted to the consideration of 
the House. He concluded his speech with recommend- 
ing that the stamp-act be repealed, absolutely, totally, 
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and unconditionally. During: the debate, it was assert- 
ed that petitions for the repeal of the stamp-act were 
encouraged by ministers; and as they had evidently 
resolved on its repeal, there is no doubt of their being 
desirous to have it supposed that they yielded rather 
to the voice of the English nation, than to the remon- 
strances of the Americans. 

While the attention of the Commons was earnestly 
engaged in examining the papers relative to the 
American troubles, which were laid before the House 
by his Majesty’s order, petitions were received from 
most of the commercial and manufacturing towns in 
the kingdom, setting forth the great decay of their 
trade in consequence of the new laws and regulations 
made for America, and earnestly soliciting the imme- 
diate interposition of Parliament. Petitions were also 
received from the agents for Virginia and Georgia, 
representing their inability to pay the stamp duty ; 
and one from the agent for the island of Jamaica, 
explaining the bad effects of a similar tax which had 
been laid on in that island by the assembly, but was 
soon suffered to expire, on being found unequal and 
burdensome ; and suggesting the probability, that the 
like experiment in the colonies would be attended with 
still greater inconveniences. Though the urgency of 
the matter occasioned the House to' attend to it with 
unwearied application, the nature of the inquiries, the 
nuthber of petitions received, and the multitude of 
papers and witnesses to be examined, were attended 
with long and unavoidable delays. Among those who 
appeared before the committee of the whole House 
was Dr, Franklin, as agent for America. He was 
bred to the trade of a printer, and had, by his own 
exertions, acquired a competent fortune. His elo- 
quence was simple, but nervous apd commanding ; 
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nnd his style, both in writing' and speaking, calcu- 
lated to make a forcible impression on the mind. He 
described, in very emphatical terms, the inability of 
the colonies to pay the stamp duty; the' general dis- 
content it had occasioned ; and the impracticability 
of enforcing that, or any other internal tax imposed 
by the British legislature, expressing, at the same 
time, his belief that the Americans would be satisfied 
if the stamp-act were repealed ; and that the resoln- 
tions of right, (on which the declaratory bill was 
afterwards founded,) would give them little concern, 
if they were never attempted to be carried into prac- 
tice. How different is the language of a zealous 
advocate from the testimony of an impartial witness! 
During the debates to which this important subject 
gave rise, satisfactory demonstrations seemed to have 
been given, that protection was the only true ground 
on which the right of taxation could be founded ; that 
the obligation between the colonies and the mother 
country, was natural and reciprocal, consisting of 
defence on the one side, and obedience on the other; 
that they must be dependant in all points on the parent 
state, or else not belong to it at all : that the distinc- 
tion between internal and external taxes was not more 
repugnant to common sense than to facts, and to the 
frequent and unopposed exercise of the parliamentary 
authority of Great Britain in the one case as well as 
in the other : and that the greater part of the people 
of England, who were non-electors, might with as 
much reason object to taxes on the ground of being 
only virtually represented, as the inhabitants of the 
colonies. Upon the question being put, the pou'er of 
the legislature of Great Britain over her colonies, in 
all cases whatsoever, and without any distinction in 
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regard to taxation, waa confirmed and ascertained, 
without a division in either House. 

The grand committee who had passed the resolu- 
tions on which the foregoing question was debated, 
had also passed another for the total repeal of the 
stamp-act ; and two bills were brought in accordingly. 
By the resolutions, on which the former was founded, 
it was declared that tumults and insurrections of the 
most dangerous nature had heen raised and carried on 
in several of the colonies, in open defiance of govern- 
ment, and in manifest violation of the laws and legis- 
lative authority of the mother country ; and that these 
tumults and insurrections had been encouraged and 
inflamed by several votes and resolutions, which had 
been passed in the assemblies of the said colonies, 
derogatory to the honour of government, and destruc- 
tive to their legal and constitutional dependency on 
the crown and parliament of Great Britain. By the 
bill itself, all these votes, resolutions, and orders of 
the American assemblies were annulled and repro- 
bated ; and the ministry having thereby secured, as 
they imagined, the dependance of the colonies, and 
provided for the honour and dignity of Great Britain, 
and its constitutional superiority over them, contended 
for the expediency of repealing an act, which they 
said was. injudicious, oppressive, and incapable of 
f)eing . enforced but by fire and swords The late 
ministry' and their friends, who supported the new 
administration in the debate on the question of right, 
opposed the repeal with considerable strength both of 
argument and numbers. But in spite of all their 
efforts, it passed upon a division by a majority of 276 
to 167, and was carried up to the Lords by above 
200 members of the House of Commons. The eclat. 
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however, with which it was introduced into the Upper 
House, did not prevent its meeting with a strong 
opposition there also. Thirty-three lords entered a 
strong protest against it at the second reading; as 
twenty-eight did at the third. Among the reasons 
assigned for their dissent, some of which have since 
been too fully verified by events, they declared their 
opinion, that the total repealing of the stamp-act, 
while such an outrageous resistance was continued by 
the colonies, would make the authority of Great 
Britain contemptible hereafter; and that the ability 
of our North American colonies to bear, without 
inconvenience, the proportion laid on them by the 
stamp-act appeared unquestionable. 

On the 18 th of March, two days after the date of 
the second protest, the bill for repealing the stamp- 
act, as well as that which proposed to secure the 
dependency of the colonies on the British crown, 
received the royal assent. The American merchants 
and others interested in the trade did not neglect any 
means of testifying their joy on the occasion : several 
ships in the river displayed their colours; and, at 
night, houses were illuminated all over the city. The 
ministry were still more successful in other steps 
which they took to gain popularity. They had a 
bill passed for the repeal of the cyder-act, and for 
substituting in its place a new duty entirely different 
in the mode of collection. General warrants and the 
seizure of papers, except in cases provided for by 
act of Parliament, were declared to be illegal, and 
to be a breach of privilege, if executed against any 
member ; but a bill founded on these resolutions of 
the Commons was thrown out by the Lords, as unne- 
cessary and frivolous. The old duties upon houses 
and windows were abolished ; and the rates were 
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settled with much more equity and ease to the lower 
and middling ranks of the people. Two bills were also 
passed at the close of the session on the 6th of June, 
for which the friends of the ministry thought they 
deserved some praise, at least from the mercantile 
part of the community ; the one was fur opening free 
port.s, under certain restrictions, in different parts of 
the West Indies; and the other was a law indemnify- 
ing those who had incurred any penalties in conse- 
quence of the stamp-act, and requiring compensation 
to be made by the American assemblies to such persons 
,88 had suffered in their property by the late riots. In 
this- detail of the merits of the Marquis of Rocking- 
ham’s administration, it must not be forgotten that he 
removed some restraints which were considered as 
heavy clogs on the colonial trade ; that he settled, to 
the «atisfaction of the owners, the long contested 
affair of the, Canada bills; and that he concluded 
with Russia a commercial treaty, which procured 
him the unanimous thanks of the Russia company. 
He also made a progress in bringing to a termination 
the matter of the Manilla ransom, which the subter- 
fuges of Spain had thrown into neglect. 

But all these smaller claims to esteem could not 
supply the want of experience, decision, and firmness, 
in the more important concerns of the state. The 
Duke of Grafton, one of the secretaries, feeling the 
instability of his colleagues, or unwilling, as he pre- 
tended, to act without Mr. Fitt, resigned in the 
beginning of May ; and though his place was imme- 
diately filled by the Duke of Richmond, his retreat 
at that juncture was generally looked upon as a strong 
symptom of the probable dismission of his late asso- 
ciates. They did not long maintain their ground 
after Parliament was prorogued, and their fall is said 
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to have been accelerated by the following’ circum- 
stance. After the repeal of«the stamp-act, which 
the marquis and his friends looked upon as the only 
method of conciliating the affections ef the refractory 
colonies, they took into consideration the state of 
Candda, for which province no complete system of 
government had yet been formed, and submitted the 
sketch of a plan, preparatory to a bill for that pur- 
pose, to Lord Northihgton, the chancellor. He had 
never been very cordially their friend, and now, per- 
haps, glad of a favourable opportunity of expressing 
his dislike, condemned the whole measure in the most 
unqualified terms of disapprobation ; he even went 
to the King, and complained to his Majesty of the 
unfitness of his ministers, adding, that they could not 
go on, and that Mr. Pitt must be sent for. In con- 
sequence of these assertions, the chancellor was com- 
missioned to confer with Mr. Pitt on the subject of a 
new arrangement. As his refusal of former offers 
had solely arisen from their not allowing him to fill 
all the departments of the state with whom he pleased, 
that objection was now removed by the chancellor’s 
assuring him that the King had no terms to propose; 
lind the same assurance was afterwards confirmed to 
him by the King himself, to whom he was introduced 
at Richmond, on the 12th of July. Lord Temple, , 
who was then at Stowe, being sent for by his Ma- 
jesty’s order, came to town with all .possible dispatch; 
and having first paid his respects to the King, waited 
next upon Mr. Pitt, who said that, considering his lord- 
ship indispensable, he had requested the King to make 
him first lord of the treasury, and that he himself 
would take the post of privy-seal : he at the same 
-time produced a list of persons who were to tftke 
places under them, which, he added, was not to be 
VOL. I. 2 
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^tered. Lord Temple, hurt at this peremptory 
leclaration, intimated *that he could not accept a 
situation of high responsibility unless he had at least 
an equal share of power with Mr. Pitt. Lord ;Templu 
conceded thiit his brother, Mr. Grenville, should jsup- 
port the ministry without either place or influence ; 
bat his nomination of Earl Gower and Lord Lyttleton 
to oflicial situations being positively rejected, he said 
that this conduct shewed Mr. Pitt's determinatipu to 
be sole and absolute dictatoi', to which no considera- 
tion should ever induce him to submit; he therefore 
closed the conference with saying, that if he had 
been first called upon by the King, he should have 
consulted Mr. Pitt’s honour with regard to the 
arrangement of ministers, and have given him an 
equal share in the nomination ; and that he thought 
him^lf ill-treated in having experienced a different 
line of conduct. 

It k unnecessary to make any remarks on Mr. 
Pitt’s behaviour at this conference. He weakly fim- 
pied that his name alone would establish a mini-str}', 
and that the first men in the kingdom would be ready 
at a call to enlist under his banner, and to take 
whatever post he might think proper to assign them; 
but a few experiments convinced him of his mistake. 
He .made various offers to different ^'ersons of great 
weight and .consideration, with a view of detaching 
them from their friends ; he tampered with the Duke 
of Portland, late lord chamberlain ; with Mr. Dow'des- 
.well, the late chancellor of the exchequer ; and even 
with Lord Gower, to whom he proposed the office of 
secretary of state, though he had set his face aga,mst 
the very same appointment, when suggested by Lord 
-Temple. All his offers were rejected. He then 
•went to the Marquis of B,ockipgham’s ; but the mar- 
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quis refused to' see him. Rendered desperate by 
these rebuffs, he formed an administration, which was 
thus described l>y Mr. Burke : “ He put together a 
piece of jomery so crossly indented and whimsically 
dove-tailed; a cabinet so variously inlaid; such a 
piece of diversified mosaic ; such a tesselated pave- 
ment; here a bit of black stone, and there a bit 
of white; patriots and courtiers; King’s friends and 
republicans ; whigs and tories ; treacherous friends 
and open enemies ; that it was indeed a very curious 
show ; but utterly unsafe to touch, and unsure to 
stand on.— When he had accomplished his scheme 
of administration, he was no longer a minister." — 
The sceptre of absolute control, which he was so 
fond of wielding, fell from his infirm grasp ; and he 
was confined in reality to that side-place, as Lord 
Temple called it, whence he hoped to have directed 
the operations of those who stood in the foremost 
ranks of power and responsibility. The arrange- 
ment took place on the :JOth of July.— Mr. Pitt, 
being then created Viscount Pynsent and Earl of 
Chatham, received the privy-seal, lately held by 
the Duke of Newcastle: the Duke of Grafton was 
placed at the head of the treasury, in the room of 
the Marquis of Rockingham ; and Charles Towns- 
hend succeeded Mr. Dowdeswell as chancellor of the 
exchequer : General Conway was continued in the 
office .of secretary of state; but had for his colleague 
the Earl of Shelburne, instead of the Duke of Rich- 
mond : and Lord Camden was made lord chancellor 
in the room of Lord Northington, who exchanged 
the wool-sack for the president’s chair. Among other 
changes which took place about this time, Mr. Stuart 
Mackenzie, brother to the Earl of Bute, was restored 
to his office of privy-seal for Scotland. 

2 p 2 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Though the general tranquillity of Europe still 
remained undisturbed by the spirit of intrigue, or 
by the rage of conquest, some of . its finest countries 
were severely afflicted by other calamities. The 
irregularity and inclemency of the seasons for a few 
years past had occasioned an uncertainty and great 
deficiency in the crops of different, districts; and 
were it not for that happy effect of navigation and 
commerce, by which the wants of one nation are 
supplied from the superabundance of another, famine 
would have thinned the race of mankind in many 
places. Italy in particular had suffered extremely ; 
and even England, which bad usually supplied its 
neighbours with, immense quantities of grain, and 
allowed a considerable bounty on the exportation of 
it, was now threatened with an alarming scarcity. 
So wet a summer as that of the present year had not 
been remembered in this country. From the month 
of March to the month of August, there were not 
two days of dry weather in succession, The corn 
harvest, of course, was very much injured; and the 
distresses of the poor from the high prices of that 
and of every other article of subsistence became 
uncommonly urgent. The language of complaint 
was soon followed by riots and tumults, which the' 
populace are too apt to look upon as the only means 
of alleviating every evil, or redressing every griev- 
&nce. At first, they only undertook to lower and 
regulate the markets, and to punish certain indivi- 
duals, who, they imagined, had contributed to their 
calamities by engrossing, and other practices for 
enhancing the pric6 of provisions beyond their just 



1766.] GEORGE THE THIRD. 301 

rate. But they did not long' confine themselves to 
these objects. Heated by mutual commolion, they 
proceeded to the most enormous excesses ; much 
mischief n’us done, and many lives were lost in 
various parts of the king^dom. The magistrates 
being at length obliged to call in the military to the 
aid of the civil power, the’ rioters were diiipersed, 
and the gaols filled with prisoners. Judges were in 
consequence dispatched with a special commission to 
try the delinquents, several of whom were condemned 
to die. A few of the ringleaders suffered as exam- 
ples j but the sentence of the majority was mitigated 
to transportation, and many received a free pardon. 
The conduct of the new ministry on this occasion 
was far from being politic or judicious. On the llth 
of September, the privy-council issued a procla- 
mation for enforcing the laws against forestallers, 
regraters, and engrossers of corn ; a measure that 
countenanced the absurd ideas of the mob, by declar- 
ing that scarcity to be artificial which was but too 
natural. Besides, the laws in question were so dark, 
in their construction, and so difficult in the execution, 
that little effect could be expected from this step 
but that of banishing dealers from the markets, and 
increasing the evil which it was intended to remedy. 
This truth was so well understood that very little 
regard w'as paid to the proclamation ; and the frivo- 
lous expedient fell to the ground : but the price of 
corn still increasing, another vt'HS issued on the 26th 
of the same month, laying an embargo on the -expor- 
tation of wheat and flour, and prohibiting the use of 
that grain in the distilleries. This proclamation was 
certainly much better adapted to its end than the 
former, but much more doubtful in point of law, 
Wheat had not yet reached the price, under which 
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it might be legally exported. No authority, thei’e* 
fore, but that of the whole legislature,' could lay a. 
constitutional embargo on it. way of excuse fur 
dispensing nith a positive law, in the proclamation 
it was stated, that his Majesty had not On opportu- 
nity of taking the advice of his Parliament speedily 
enough, upon such an emergency, to stop the progress 
of the mischief, but the privy-council had destroyed 
the validity of this plea, by having prorogued it from 
the 16th of September, till the 11th of November. 

' Some other events took place before the meeting 
of Parliament, which, as well as the former, engaged 
in a greater or less degree the attention of both 
Houses, The most important of these were the 
debates and resolutions . of the proprietors of East 
India stock. They had long expected, in conse- 
quence of the flourishing state of their affairs abroad, 
that a larger dividend would be declared by the 
directors; and that all the members of the company 
should enjoy a share of those sweets which were the 
consequence of their foreign success, and which they 
saw hitherto entirely engrossed by their servants. 
This seemed to them the more reasonable as the. 
dividend then stood at six per cent, the lowest point 
to w’hich it had ever been reduced at the most 
critical period of the war. In their opinion, such a 
small dividend agreed but ill with a great revenue 
and its promised stabijity, and tended to create an 
artificial fall in ' the price of stock, to the great loss 
of the present possessors, and to ^ the advantage of 
future adventurers. These inclinations of the pro- 
prietors. did not by any means coincide with the 
sentiments of the directors. While the greatest pal't 
of the former considered only the successes of the 
company, the directors saw nothing but its debts. 
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Two parties aro$6 upon this subject, by one of which 
it was intended, if the directors did not voluntarily 
declare an increase of dividend at the Midsummer 
court, to put it to the question, and have it decided 
by the majority of the proprietors present. As this 
intention was publicly known, its success was prevent- 
ed. A friend of the directors, at the openings of the 
court, made a motion for increasing the dividend 
to eight per cent, which being disapproved he imme- 
diately withdrew it, and thereby put it out of the 
power of the proprietors to bring on the subject again 
at that meeting, such a procedure being contrary to 
the established forms of the court. The conduct 
of the directors in this transaction was scrutinized 
with great severity : and the public papers* being 
made the instruments of attack and defence, the 
contest was for some time carried on with grestt 
animosity, each party accusing the other of the most 
corrupt designs, and of misrepresenting, fot private 
purposes, the real state of the company’s affairs.. 
This course of altercation w’as productive of conse- 
quences which were then but little foreseen. Every 
thing relative to the company was now laid before 
the public : the exact state of their immense propeiiy 
became known to all persons; their most private 
secrets were unveiled: their charters, their rights, 
their possessions, their opulence as a distinct body, 
«nd their utility to the state, were become matters of 
general speculation and inquiry. As the Michaelmas 
quarterly meeting approached, at which there could 
be no doubt but the great object of dispute between 
the contending parties would come again upon the 
ca.rpet, it was previously whispered about by tbo 
friends of one of them, that goveruiiieiit intended to 
interfere, and had absolutely forbidden any increase 
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of dividend, ^enouncingc threats against the company 
which struck at its existence. A report of this sort 
excited a variety of conjectures ; but most people 
looked upon it as a trick to answer the purposes of 
the directors. All doubt was removed at the opening 
of the general court on the 24th of September, when 
a message in writing from the treasury was read, 
setting forth, That as the affairs of the East India 
^mpany had been mentioned in Parliament last 
session, it was very probable they might be taken 
into consideration again : that the company, there- 
fore, might have time to prepare their papers for that 
occasion, tbay were informed that the Parliament 
would meet in November. I.etters were at the same 
time read from Lord Clive, and from , the secret 
committee at Bengal, which not only confirmed, but 
exceeded the accounts that had been formerly receiv- 
ed of the great wealth of the company, the extension 
of its trade, and. the firm basis on which, as far as 
human foresight hould judge, its security was esta- 
blished. The directors still opposed an increase of 
dividend ; and, upon a motion being made .for ad- 
vancing the dividend to ten per cent, from the ensuing 
Christmas, they insisted upon a ballot, by which the 
decision was evaded for a day or two, but was at 
length carried against them by a considerable majo- 
rity. Some of the proprietors, however, thought 
their success in this eontest purchased at too dear a 
rate, by having drawn upon themselves the eyes of 
the ministry. A few months more gave them an 
earnest of what they so justly apprehended. 

The air of seriousness, which a variety of weighty 
concerns had lately diffused over the nation, was for 
a time enlivened by the birth of a princess-royal, and 
the nuptials of the Princess Caroline Matilda. The 



1766.] . OBOBO^ TttB taiRS. $05 

first took place ofi Michaelmas day, between six and 
seyen o’clock in the morning; and, at noop, her 
Majesty’s safe delivery was announced to the^public 
by the firing of the Tower guns, and other demon- 
strations of joy. The ceremony of the Princess’s 
marriage to the King of' Denmark was performed on 
the J st of October by the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
the Duke of York being proxy for his Danish 
Majesty. Next morning the young Queen, accom- 
panied by the Duke of Gloucester, and a numerous 
train of attendants, set out from Carlton House for 
Harwich, there to embark on board the yacht design- 
ed to convey her to Holland. She did not reach 
Denmark till the beginning of November, on the 8th 
of which she made her public entry into Copenhagen, ' 
when the nuptial ceremony was renewed with extra- 
ordinary splendour and magnificence. The satisfaction 
expressed at the time by the subjects of both crowns, 
from an idea that the alliance between them would 
be greatly strengthened by an additional tie of so 
agreeable a nature, was soon converted into the most 
painful disappointment. In little more than five years 
after, the amiable Caroline Matilda fell a vie^m’ltd 
the malice of a party, and to the wicked intri^tfei’bf 
the Queen-dowager, who imposed upon her uiie\$- 
pecting innocence, and artfully led her into measures 
which were made the grounds of the most infamous 
reproach and crimination. 

At the meeting of the Parliament on the 11th of 
November, the King, in his speech to both Houses, 
observed that the high price of wheat, and the extra- 
ordinary demands for it from abroad, had determined 
him to call them together so early : he took notice of 
the urgent necessity that occasioned an exertion of 
the royal authority, for the preservation of the public 
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ralety, by , laying' aft embargo Oii irheat and flour; 
aif$be recorumended due cenyideration of fartlier 
exp,edieitt8 jta jtheir wiadon) : he eypresyedhis concern 
at ffte late dai'ing insurrectiouB ; and addedi that no 
vigilance and vigour on hie part should be wanting to 
bcjng ^»e offenders to justice, and to restore obedience 
to law ai)d guvernnient. His Majesty concluded with 
a few very concise remarks on the late commercial 
treaty with Russia, on the marriage of his sister to 
the King of Denmark, on the supplies for the current 
service, and on the continuance of the former pacific 
posture of affairs in Europe. The usual motion for 
an address being . made in both Houses, various 
amendments were proposed, reflecting on the late 
conduct of the privy-counoil, but were, rejected. 
This, however, did not supei;sede the necessity of 
bringing a bill into Parliament, to indemnify all per- 
sons who had acted in obedience to the order of 
council for laying On the embargo. Nobody denied 
the expediency of such a restraint at that time : it 
was the mode of the transaction which deserved cen- 
sure, as by it the crown seemed to assume and 
^X^rcise.a. power of dispensing w'ith the laws, — one 
of thi& grievances so expressly provided against at 
the Itevolntioii. Those who conducted the ministe- 
rial business in the House of Commons, gave but 
little opposition to the bill when it was suggested to 
them : a principal servant of the crown brought it 
in; and there appeared, on -this occasion, plain marks 
of some disagreement iu upiiiioii among the ministry. 
The best form of the hill was found to he defective : it 
provided for the indeiuiiity of the inferior oflicers whu 
had acted under the proclamation, .whild it passed by" 
the council who advised it; and it had not a preamble. 
fiUly expressive of the illegahty of the measure. Tiji 
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tliese respectii the .bill wo^ amended, but this produced 
much altercation, e.s'pecially in the Home of Lords-, 
-where, to the astonishment of most people, the nenly 
created Earl of Chatham^ and Lord Camden, the 
chancellor, oppo.sed the bill, and vindicated, the late 
exertion of royal prerog-ativci not only from the 
peculiar circnmstanoe.s that seemed to influence it, 
but as a matter of rights asserting that a dispensing 
power, in cases of state necessity, was one of the 
prerogatives inherent in the crown. This desertion 
from the side of liberty, to principles so directly oppo- 
site, gave a mortal stob to the popularity of tliose 
occasional patriots. The fallacy of their pretexts as 
well ns of their reasonings was exposed, and the- cause 
of freedom and of the con.stitution was ably supported 
by Lord Mansfield, Lord Temple, and Lord Lyttletoii. 
After canva,ssing the motives for tlie late exertion 
of power, the advocates for the bill forcibly attacked 
the doctrine of a dispensing power in such cases. 
They argued that if, under the pretence of necessity, 
it were once admitted ns constitutional, the revolution 
could he tilled nothing hut a successful rebellion, or 
a lawles.s and wicked invasion of the rights of the 
crown ;• the hill of rights would become a false and 
scandalous libel, au infamous imposition both on 
prince awl people; and James the Second could not 
he said to have abdicated cw forfeited, but to have 
been robbed of his crown. The bill was passed, 
highly to the satisfaction of the public ; and a new 
proof was given to the admirers of the Dritisli con- 
stitution, that nothing less than a law could protect 
thefrainers, advisers, or exetutors of an illegal act. 

While the Parliament diStovered so much vigilance 
in guarding the constitution against any encroach- 
ment, even under the most popular pretence, they 
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R^ere not less attentive to the national distress, on 
account of which the laws had been dispensed with. 
On the first day of the ses.siun, an address was pre- 
lented to the King to continue the embargo ; and a 
bill was, on (he same day, brought in for prohibiting 
the exportation of corn, malt, meal, fionr, bread, 
biscuit, and starch ; and also the extraction of low 
wines and spirits from wheat and wheat-flour. Four 
other bills, having for their object the reduction of 
the high prices of provisions, by encouraging the 
importation of salted meat and butter from Ireland, 
of wheat and flour, not only from America, but 
frSm any part of Europe, and of oats and oat-'meal, 
rye and rye>meal, from any quarter, all duty free, re« 
ceived the royal assent by commission on the 16 th of 
December, when both Houses adjourned till January. 

Among the affairs which came before. Parliament 
after the reces.s, there was one article of the supplies, 
in the debate on which the chancellor of the exche- 
quer was left in a minority. It had been hitherto usual 
to take off, on the return of peace, any addition that 
happened to be made to the land-tax for carrying on 
the war, but as the enormous expenses incurred in 
the late contest with so many powers were already a 
heavy burden on the manufacturing part^of the nation, 
it was thought more prudent to continue the land-tax 
at four shillings in the pound, than to increase the 
distresses of the -poor by taxing the necessaries of 
- life. Hence the whole .land-tax began to be consi- 
dered as a part of the settled revenue that wa.s to 
answer the current services of the year. It was then, 
to the great surprise of the ministers, that a resolu- 
tion passed the House, supported by a considerable 
m^ority, which reduced the land-tax to three shil- 
lings in the pound. This was the more noticed aq 
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^eing the first money-bill in tvhich any minister had 
been disappointed since the revolution. It considerably 
damped the warm hopes that had been formed, in the 
beginning’, of the strength and consistence' of the new 
administration, which, it was supposed, would prove 
irresistible, as acting under the auspices of the Earl 
of Chatham. But this noble lord had lost much of 
his popularity without' doors, and of his influence 
within, by many parts of his late conduct. He had 
disgusted by his overbearing manner the most respect- 
able and powerful men of every party ; and he had 
flunk greatly in the public estimation by his accept- 
ance of a peerage, and by his having defended, upon 
unconstitutional grounds, the exercise of the dispens- 
ing prerogative. Feeling, though too late, the want 
of additional .support, he made several attempts in 
the course of the winter, by offers and conces.sions not 
much to his honour, to gain over, or to divide, the 
Bedford or Newcastle interest. But the must that he 
could gain from the former was a temporary neutrality. 
His next step was an attempt to separate the New- 
castle from the Rockingham interest; for which pur- 
pose he very ungraciously deprived Lord Edgecumbe 
of his .staff as treasurer of the household, and gave it 
to Mr. Shelley ; but the harshness of this dismis.sion 
cemented the union of the two parties whom the 
minister wished to divide. The Duke of Portland, 
lord chamberlain. Sir Charles Saunders, first lord of 
the admiralty, the Lords Scarborough, Be.sborough, 
Mon.son, Sir William Meredith, Admiral Keppel, 
and several others immediately resigned; and though 
Lord Chatham hoped to supply this desertion of his 
late friends by a coalition with the Bedford party, 
when he came to lay before the duke his ultimate 
plan of measures and arrangements, new obstacles 
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arose, and the negociation was abruptly broken of( 
Agitated by contending passions, he at length became 
the prey of vexation and disappointment, and 1«U 
into so bod a state of health, that he was obliged to 
relinquish all attention to business. It is therefore no 
wonder that he and his colleagues, when they hry 
almost constantly at the mercy of their opponents^ 
.should have hobbled through this session with the 
most aw^kward inconsistency. 

^ The want of harmony and decision in the cabinet 
was still more evident when the East India affairs 
were brought forward for the consideration of Far*- 
liament. A committee of the House of Commons 
had bhen appointed in November to look into the 
state and condition of the company. Copies of their 
charters, their treaties, and their coiTespondence, as 
well as exact accounts of their revenue and of the 
expenses incurred hy government in their behalf, 
were called for, and became the subjects of a rigor- 
ous scrutiny. In the course of this business, violent 
debates frequently arose, in which the principal 
servants of the crown did not appear to act upon any 
regwlar or settled plan. An order for printing the 
East India papers was afterwards countermanded, at 
the instance of the directors, who represented the ill 
consequences that would probably atteud the printing 
of their private correspondence. -The next question, 
which was agitated with increasing violence and 
diversity of sentiment, was the company’s right to 
their territorial acquisitions. Though the subject 
was often resumed, the House seemed unwilling to 
determine a question of so much importance j and 
even a few of the ministerial speakers deelaretl against 
coming to any final resolutions on this head, but 
strenuously recommended: an amicable agreement 
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with the company. In the mean timei the proprietors 
of East India stock had several meetings. At one of 
their general courts in the beginning of May, the 
dividend for the ensuing half year was raised from 
five to six and a quarter per-cent.; and, about the 
same time, a scheme of proposals for an accohimo- 
dation with government was agreed to. These were 
laid before the ministry, who were now publicly 
known to have fallen into a state of such distraction, 
that they bad no opinions in common. Accordingly, 
they shifted the proposals from one to another, 
without coming to any determination ; so that the 
company were obliged to state their offers in a peti- 
tion to Parliament. Two sets of proposals for an 
agreement to last for three years were laid before 
the House : by the first, the company offered, after 
deducting 400,000^. a year in lieu of their former com- 
mercial profits, to divide equally with government 
the nett produce of all their remaining revenues 
and trade ; by the second, they engaged to pay the 
specific sum of 400,000/. a yearduringtheaboveagree- 
nient; but, in either ca.se, stipulating for some parti- 
cular indulgence in their trade and in the recruiting 
service. These latter proposals were accepted by 
the House, with this difference only, that the agree- 
ment was limited to two, instead of three years; and 
a bill was, passed accordingly. But whatever satis- 
faction the proprietors of Ea.st India stock derivetl 
from the parliamentary acceptance of -their offer, it 
wae in no small degree abated by other proceedings 
which took place soon after. A message from tlie 
ministry, recommending the company to moke no 
augmentation of their dividend till their affairs were 
farther considered, not having produced the designed 
effect, two bills were brought into. the Housej one for 
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determinings the qualifications of voters in trading com-* 
jsanies, and the other Tor farther regulating the making 
of dividends by the East India company. Their late 
act was rescinded by the last of these bills, and they 
were tied down from their dividends above ten per 
cent, till the next meeting of Parliament. The avowed 
ends of imposing such a restraint on them were to 
prevent, the payment of a higher dividend than the 
circumstances of the company could afford, without 
endangering' their credit; to put a stop to the fluc- 
tuation of that stock, which, if allowed to go on, 
was not only likely to introduce a pernicious spirit of 
ganiisg, but would also tend to keep down the other 
stocks, the rise of which is a great means of reducing 
the interest of the national debt; and to guard against 
the company’s encroaching, by any dividend, on the 
revenue of their late territorial acquisitions, so that 
the claim of the public might sufier no loss till that 
affair was finally decided. The bill was carried 
through, in spite of a powerful bppo.sition, one of the 
secretaries of state and the chancellpr of the exche- 
quer being in the minority in the Lower House, and 
a strong protest, signed by nineteen lords, being 
entered against it in the Upper House. 

Among the different expedients for raising the 
necessary supplies this year, which amounted to about 
eight millionB and a half, some duties were laid upon 
glass, tea, paper, and painters' colours imported from 
Great Bi'itain into America. 'These duties were 
equally impolitic and unproductive; but the conduct 
of the legislature towards one of the colonial assem- 
blies, in another respect, was much more defensible. 
The factious spirit which the stamp-act had excited 
there, was far from being mollified by the repeal ; 
not content with many private acts of outrage, and 
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repeated marks of disrespect to government, tlie 
assembly of New York came to a resolution of pay- 
ing no regard to an act of last session for providing 
the troops with necessaries in their quarters; but 
regulated the provisions according to their own 
fancy. This was a clear proof of their intention to 
persist in disavowing the jurisdiction of the mother 
country. When the matter was laid before Par- 
liament, it occasioned warm debates ; and some 
rigorous measures were proposed. The general 
opinion, however, was to bring them to temper and 
to a sense of their duty by a firm, yet moderate 
procedure. On this principle a bill was passed, by 
which the governor, council, and assembly of New 
York were prohibited from passing any act till they 
had in every respect complied with the requisition of 
Parliament; a step, which, though confined to one 
colony, M'as a lesson to them all, and shewed their 
comparative inferiority when brought in question 
with the supreme legislative power. As soon as this 
bill and some others of less importance received the 
royal assent on the 2d of July, the Parliament was 
prorogued. 

In the speech, with which his Majesty closed the 
session, besides thanking the Commons for the supplies 
they had so cheerfully granted for the public service, 
he said, that his particular acknowledgments were 
due to them for the provision they had enabled him 
to make for the more honourable support of his family, 
alluding principally to thr^annuities of.SOOOi, each,, 
which were settled on his brothers the Dukes of York, 
Gloucester, and Cumberland, in addition to what they 
before received out of the civil list. It is remarkable 
that, on the second reading of the bill for this purpose 
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in the House of Lords, a protest was entered against 
it, signed by Lord Temple only. 

The Duke of York did not live long to enjoy the 
liberality of Parliament. Five days after the proro- 
gation, he set out for the continent, difi'erent parts of 
which he had visited in the years 1764 and 1765. 
^he courts of Brussels and France were the chief 

I 

objects of his curiosity in this his last tour, and he was 
received at both with great inagnihcence and polite- 
His death was ascribed to his having over* 
Ileated himself by dancing at the chateau of a person 
of fashion near Toulon, whence he proceeded to 
Jj^onaco, where he expired on the 17th of September, 
His body was embalmed ; and being conveyed to 
England, was landed at Greenwich on the 2d of 
November, and privately iiiterred, next evening^ in 
Henry the Seventh’s Chapel. On the 2d of Novem* 
ber, also, her Majesty was safely delivered of her 
fourth son; Prince Edward, afterwards created Duke 
of Kent ; by which the affliction of the royal family 
was much alleviated. 

During the recess of Parliament, another death 
prematurely and unexpectedly happened on the 4th 
of September, which, it was supposed, would have 
proved fatal to a weak and disunited ministry. Charles 
Townsbend, then chancellor of the exchequer, who 
seemed likely by his eloquence and abilities to supply 
the Earl of Chatham’s place in the House of Com- 
mons, was cut off by a putrid fever, at the inoiuent 
that the increase of bis^fluence, and the critical 
postqre of affairs, began fo allow the fullest scope for 
the development of his talents qnd character. Mr, 
Burke, in one of his speeches, made a beautiful allu- 
sion to the rising effulgence of Mr. ToWnshend’s 
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genius and power, while those of the Earl of Chat- 
ham appeared to be rapidly declining. " Before this 
splendid orb,” said the orator, “ was entirely set, and 
while the western horizon was in a blaze- with his 
descending glory, on the opposite quarter of the 
heavens arose another luminary, and, for his hon^ 
became lord of the ascendant.’* But it was only a 
short hour ; and the ministerial if not the political 
hemisphere was for some time left in darkness by his 
sudden disappearance. 

At the meeting of Parliament on the 24th of No- 
vember, when the principal point recommended to 
their attention from the throne was the relief of the 
people from the distresses occasioned by the high 
price of provisions, Mr. Conway, one of the secreta- 
ries of state, concluded his speech in support of the 
usual motion for an address of thanks, with a very 
high panegyric on the late Mr. Townshend’s abilities, 
on the fertility of his resources, and the soundness of 
his judgment. He said that his much lamented friend 
had engaged to prepare a plan for the effectual relief 
of the poor in the article of provisions ; and he had 
no doubt, if that great man had lived, but he would 
have been able to perform his promise : unfortunately 
for the public his plan was lost with him. A petition 
was presented from the city of London', complaining 
of the high price of provisions; acknowledging the 
wisdom and goodness of Parliament in the acts 
passed last session ; and humbly submitting some 
proposals for lessening the present evils, and for 
preventing a renewal of them. This subject was- 
taken into consideration by a committee of the whole 
House ; all the provision bills of the last session, both 
in regard to importation and exportation, were con- 
tinued or amended ; and a new bill was brought in for 
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the importation of wheat and flour from Africa. 
Besides these expedionts for lowering* the high price 
of provisions, very little business of importance was 
transacted by Parliament before ^he holidays. The 
land-tax bill, the bill for continuing the former duties 
^n malt, mum, cyder, and perry, the mutiny bill, and 
some others, received the royal assent on the 21st of 
December ; after which the House of Lords adjourned 
to the 20th, and the Commons to the 14th of January. 
This recess afforded leisure for completing several 
changes that were already begun, or resolved upon, 
in the great offices -of state, without any general 
disarrangement of the ministry. Lord Gower was 
induced to accept the president’s chair, now cheer- 
fully resigned by the Earl of Northington, whose age, 
infirmities, and long services, gave him just claims to 
retirement. Lord North had been promoted some 
days before to the late Charles Townshend’s place 
a.s chancellor of the exchequer; and Thomas Towns- 
hend succeeded Lord North in the office of joint 
paymaster of the forces. Lord Weymouth was soon 
after nominated secretary of state for the northern 
department, in the room of General Conway, who 
was raised to a higher rank iu the military line; the 
Earl of Hilsborough was appointed to the new office 
of secretary of state for the colonies, and Charles 
Jenkinson was made a lord of the treasury iu the 
room of Thomas To wnshend. 

The most remarkable, event that occurred on the 
European continent in this year, was the expulsion 
.of the Jesuits from the Spanish and Neapolitan 
dominions, — an event, not more, extraordinary than 
unexpected. The whole world beheld with amaze- 
ment a nation not only the, most violently attached to 
the Roman Catholic religion, but also to the prui- 
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ciplea, interests, and views of the court of Rome^ 
suddenly destroy, and almost totally annihilate, a 
religious order, which had its birth and nurture in 
itself, and wa^ eminently distinguished as the prin-* 
cipal strength and support of the papal power. This 
order, which had so long ruled the cabinets, and 
guided the consciences of kings, — which bad extended^ 
its influence into every quarter of the globe,— ^and 
which had great possessions and still greater con- 
nexions in the very country from which it was pro- 
scribed, — now saw its unhappy members fugitives^ 
outcasts of mankind, refused admittance by almost 
every state in Europe, wandering about the seas, 
finding every port shut against them, and happy at 
length to find even a temporary asylum in the barren 
island of Corsica, or on the burning rocks of Malta. 
Though the least warning was not given of this 
revolution in Spain and Naples, yet it was preceded 
by some shocks which the same society met with in 
other popish countries, and which proved to be the 
forerunners of its final and universal extirpation. 
Soon after the accession of Joseph, the fifth king of 
the house of Braganza, to the throne of Portugal, 
that prince, less superstitions than most of his pre? 
decessors, banished the Jesuits from his court, because 
their brethren in Paraguay, where they acted as 
sovereigns, had opposed the cession of certain terri- 
tories which he had exchanged with the King of 
Spain. It was not long before they became objects 
of a much severer proscription. In the beginning of 
the year 1750 all their estates and effects in Portugal 
were sequestered ; and, except a few of the leading 
members who were reserved for sevei’er punishment, 
the society was driven out of the realm into perpetual 
exile, on account of its deep concern in a conspiracy 
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a^inst the King^’a life. The next blow, which may 
be aaid to have severed one of the proudest limbs of 
this religions body, was struck by the parliaments 
of France. The Jesuits had rendered themselves 
extremely odious and unpopular, not only by their 
doctrines, but by interfering in temporal concerns. 
During the late war, they carried on a very lucrative 
trade with the island of Martinico; but some of tbeir 
vessels having been taken by the English cruisers in 
the years 1760 and 1761, the nominal proprietor 
•became bankrupt for a considerable sum ; and though,' 
as a monk, he moSt^have acted for the benefit of the 
whole society, they hoped, by that artifice, to elude 
payment.. The parliaments eagerly seized this oppor- 
tunity of humbling their spiritual enemies. The 
Jesuits were every where cited before those high 
tribunals in 1761, and ordered to do justice to their 
creditors. They seemed to acquiesce in the decision, 
but delayed payment under various pretences. New 
suits were commenced against them in 1762, on 
acconnt of the pernicious tendency of their writings, 
likcthe couhie of these proceedings, which the King 
efidCavoured in vain to stay, they were compelled to 
-produce their Institute, or the rules of their order, 
hid^erto studiously concealed. That mysterious 
wolntUe, which was found to contain maxims subver- 
sive of all civil government, and even of the fuiida- 
stiental principles of tnorality, completed their ruin, 
illl their colleges were seized, all their effects con- 
fiscated; and the King, 'ashamed or afraid to protect 
them, not only resigned them to their fate, but finally 
expelled them the kingdom, by a solemn edict, and 
utterly .abolished their order in^ France. Still, how- 
ever, the Jesuits seemed to remain immoveable on 
their grand centre in Spain. But, about the begin- 
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niiig; of 1767, a resolution was formed by the cabinet 
of Madrid to give the last mortal, irrecoverable stab 
to. the existence of the whole society. On the 31st 
of March, between eleven and twelve at night, aR 
the houses belonging to them in Madrid were sur- 
rounded by troops. The outside doors having been 
forced open, the bells were secured, and a sentry was 
placed at the entrance of each cell. When every 
necessary precaution was taken, the Jesuits were 
called out of their beds, and acquainted with the 
King’s orders, commanding their immediate depar- 
ture for the papal dominions. In the mean time, all 
the hired coaches and chaises in the city, with several 
waggons, had been secured and distributed in proper 
places; so that the condemned exiles were sent to 
Carthageiia early in the morning, under a strong 
guard. The whole was effected with such little noise 
or disturbance, that the inhabitants knew nothing of 
what passed, till they heard it to their great surprise 
when the affair was entirely over. On the third day 
after, in the morning, the same measures w'ere put 
in execution at the same hour against the different 
colleges of the Jesuits throughout, the rest of the 
kingdom. Ships were also provided, add the pri- 
soners were conveyed to Italy. As the like rigour 
was to be enforced in every part of the Spanish 
dominions, abroad as well as at home, orders were 
sent to the sea-ports, to keep the strictest watch that 
no Jesuit in disguise should make his escape. By 
these means any intelligence of what was transacting 
in the mother country was prevented from reachrtig 
the colonies, till the Jesuits in Mexico, rern, and 
the southern provinces, were suddenly arrested, and 
brought home to the ports of Old Spain, to be sent 
after their brethren. 



320 HISTORY OR ENGl^AMD. [ 1707 . 

The treatment whieh this ill-fated Society soon 
after met 'with in the king^doms of Naples and Sicily, 
and in the dutchy of Parma, was equally severe. 
They were stripped of their effects and possessions, 
and were then escorted to the confines of the eccle- 
aiastical state. Such an inundation of strangers 
spread a general alarm, especially as the scarcity of 
corn there for some vears past had been so great, that 
it was with the utmost care and difficulty the inha> 
bitants could guard against a famine. The Pope, 
therefore, though strongly attached to their order, 
was obliged to forbid their reception in his territories; 
and prohibitory edicts, to the same effect, were issued 
by most of the Catholic powers of Europe. About 
2000 of those fugitives, who at first found a miserable 
retreat in Corsica, were driven thence a few months 
after; and, to crown their disgrace and persecution, 
they were, last of all, proscribed at Malta, even though 
the sovereignty of it was vested in another religious 
order: so that there is scarcely an instance in. history 
of any body of men so entirely cut off and separated 
from the rest of the human race. But the vengeance 
of the princes, whose resentment the Jesuits had 
provoked by their conspiracies, or whose avidity and 
jealousy they had excited by their wealth and power, 
was not yet sated. Urgent solicitations were made 
to the Pope for the utter abolition of their society ; 
and, in order to epforce his compliance, Avignon w'as 
seized upon by France, and Benevento by Naples. 
Clement the Thirteenth persisted in a peremptory 
refusal, and thereby involved himself in a variety of 
disputes with most of the princes of his own commu- 
nion,. These disputes were terminated only by his 
deaffl. The like applications were renewed to the 
famous Ganganelli, who succeeded to the papal chair 
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in 1769. He also at 6rst refused, declaring' he cotlld 
neither blame nor annihilate an institute which had 
been applauded and confirmed by nineteen of his 
predecessors. But this Protestant Pope, as Ganga- 
nelli was called, on account of the liberality of his 
sentiments, did not continue so inflexible as the 
deceased bigot. In the year 1773, he issued a bull 
for abolishing the order of Jesuits, charging theiR 
with having adopted opinions scandalous, contrary to 
good morals, and of dangerous import to the church, 
and to all Christian st^ates. 

The year 1768 inauspiciously opened with a speci- 
men of that turbulent spirit, that disregard of legal 
authority, which, for want of being vigorously repress- 
ed on its first appearance, continued to spread itself 
during the whole year, till the utmost exertions of 
the civil power, aided by the military, were hardly 
sufficient to check its progress, fn consequence of 
those jealousies whicl^ often prevail between persons 
engaged in different modes of executing the same 
manufacture, a violent animosity had subsisted 
between two clasties of journeymen silk -weavers, 
the one denominated enffine - loom, and the other 
tingle-handed weavers. A large body of the former, 
well-armed, having assembled on Sunday evening, 
the 3d -of January, in Bishopsgnte Street, proceeded 
to the houses of many of the latter, vowing ven- 
geance against them for the destruction of thqir 
engine-looms in a scuffle where the single-handed 
weavers had the superiority. The assailants set no 
bounds to their fury on this occasion ; they not only 
broke open doors and windows, but fired into several 
houses, wounding different persons, and dragging 
forth the objects pf their resentment, whom they 
resolved to keep in custody ; but most of their pri- 
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soners foniul mcnns to escape in the night. Three 
only remained, who were carried, like oft'enders,-next 
morning, before the sitting magistrates at the rotation- 
olTii'e in Whitechapel, and there charged with having 
been concerned in destroying some of the engine-loom 
weavers’ works. An the steps taken to bring them to 
ju.stice were a much more dangerous breach of the 
peace, and a mure flagrant violation of the.'law'S, than 
the alleged crime, the riotous complainants ought to 
have been immediately committed, and punished with 
exemplary rigour; but the magistrates, frightened at 
the increase of the mob during the examination, sent 
for. a party of the guards, and then, without taking 
any cognizance of the real offeiiders, obliged the three 
poor men, who had been dragged before them by a 
direct usurpation of the executive power, to give bail 
for their appearance to answer the above charge at 
the ensuing sessions. Such ill-timed lenity to the 
rioters, or rather such a cowaydly connivance at dar- 
ing acts of outrage, must have operated as a strong 
encouragement to farther disorders. The metropolis, 
for several months, exhibited nothing but scenes of 
tumult and confusion. Gangs of sailors, coal-heavers, 
sawyers, hatters, the idle and the profligate of every 
description, kept up an almost constant alarm ; many 
lives were lost, and property was often destroyed with 
impunity upon those occasions. The remissness or 
timidity of the magistrates in the first instance, and 
the coming on of a general election, which unavoid- 
ably tends to relax the civil power, gave full scope to 
ihe licentiousness of the rabble, and rendered it at 
length necessary to apply the most violent remedies 
to so violent a di.stemper. 

When the Parliament met after the holidays, the 
c'.iit f objects of attention were the provisions for the 
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supplies granted to his As the estimate 

somewhat exceeded 0,OO(),()OO/., a loan of 1,000,000^ 
in addition to the former resources, and to the annual 
400,000?. from' the East India Company, was found 
necessary ; of which 600,000?. were to he raised by 
a lottery, and the remainder by redeemable annuities 
at three per cent. The intere.st of this riew loan was 
charged on the sinking fund, out of which two mil- 
lions and a quarter were also to be issued for the 
service of the current year, besides ],SOO,000?,'which 
were to be raised by exchequer bills, chargeable on 
the first aids of the next session. 

The act restrainifigthe dividends of the East India 
Company being now expired, a bill was brought in 
to continue the same restriction for the ensuing year; 
and, though violently opposed in both Houses, it w’as 
carried by a great majority. But the ministry were 
more closely pushed on another point, which was 
introduced into the Commons, under the title of the 
Hulium tempus bill, for quieting the possessions of the 
subject, and securing them from all obs.olete claims, 
particularly those of the crown, against which it was 
held to be a maxim of law, that no prescription could 
be pleaded. It took its title from the old maxim, 
which the^ proposed bill was intended to overturn, 
"nullum tempus occurrit regi," no time is a bar against 
the claims of the crown, and its object was to make 
sixty years possession of any estate an effectual l>ar 
against all dormant claims and pretences whatsoever. 
The bill originated in a litigation between tbe Ben- 
tinck and Lowther families, who have at different 
times opposed one another with implacalde enmity, 
from a violent ambition to give the law in the tonhty 
where the principal estates of both are situated. Tbe 
former bad, in consequence of a grant from King 
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William, posseBsed the Honouir of Penrith in Cum> 
herland and. its appurterntnces about aeventy yeftra* 
The forest of Inglewood and the manor and xastlo of 
Carlisle were also enjoyed by the same family for 
several descents, under the same supposed tenure, 
though not particularly mentioned in the grant. ' This 
omission was ascribed to a stroke of Putch policy in 
King William, who having experienced the jealousy 
of the Parliament and people of England on every mark 
pf partial regard which he shewed to his countrymen, 
might not choose to excite fresh clamours by too ample 
0 specification of tetms in a grant to his favourite. 
Ilowever that may have been, Sir James Lowther, 
who was well informed of the omission, applied to 
fhe lords of the treasury for a lease of the premises 
in question, which he obtained in consequence of the 
sqrvey or- general’s report, that the said premises were 
not conveyed by the grant from King William to the 
hrst Earl of Portland, but were, still invested in the 
prown. In the debate to which this incident gave 
rise, the ministerial speakers defended the conduct of 
file treasury board with great plausibility, The sur-r 
yeyor- general’s repoi't they looked upon as conclusive, 
particularly as the Duke of Portland had nqt been 
able to produce any title, though sullicient tlmo bad 
been allowed him for that purpose. ' But notwith- 
standing many specious arguments, the revival of 
the dormant prerogative of resumption appeared so 
alarming, because a vast number of estates might, 
from the loss of authentic deeds, he liable to similar 
claims, that it was with great difficulty, and by a 
majority of twenty voices only, that the ministry 
could 'obtain a postponement of the bill till the 
ensuing session. 

Another circumstance ooevn in the prQcepdi|ig!i of 
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the House of Comtnonii at this period wliich may l>e 
thoug^ht worthy of notice, a> it affords an instance of 
plain dealing on the part of a venal body of elector!^, 
which has been seldom paralleled. The corporation 
of Oxford had proposed to return their representatives 
at the next election, upon condition that they should 
advance a certain sum, for paying off an incumbrance 
which lay heavy on the city. The letter, containing 
this extraordinary offer, having been laid before ihe 
House, the magistrates who signed it were ordered to 
appear at the bar, and then committed to Newgate. 
A petition being presented from the offenders, a few 
days afterwards, acknowledging their guilt, they were 
discharged, after receiving on their knees a proper 
reprimand from the speaker. He pointed out the 
enormity of their. offence, and very justly observed, 
that a deeper wound could not possibly be given to 
the constitution than by such an open and dangerous 
attempt to subvert the freedom and independence of 
election. 

Parliament having nearly completed the legal term 
of its existence, the King, on the 10th of March, 
notified his intention to call a new one forthwith, 
expressing, at the same time, his thanks for the many 
signal proofs they had given of their most affectionate 
attachment to his person, family, and government; 
their most faithful attention to the public service; 
and their most earnest zeal fur the preservation of the 
constitution. At the close of the speech, the chan- 
cellor, by his Majesty’s command, prorogued the 
parliament ; and, in two days after, it was dissolved 
by proclamation, and writs were issued for electing a 
new one, returnable the 10th of May. 

During the winter, a popidar bill was passed in 
Ireland for liqaiting tltf diiration of parliaments in 
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that kingdom to eight years, which before were 
determined only by the King’s death. Lord Towns- 
hend, who was then lord-lieutenant, and who had 
very much endeared himself to the people by the 
conciliating manners that adorned his private charac- 
ter, became, in consequence, almost the idol of the 
nation, although Ireland had for a long time been far 
from tranquil. When tlie Earl of Northumberland 
was appointed lord-lieutenant in September, 1763, 
many outrages had been for sometime committed 
by a set. of licentious people, who assembled in 
the night in arms in different parts of the island. 
They were indiscriminately distinguished by the 
names of White Boys and Levellers, because they 
wore linen shirts over their clothes, that they might 
know one another in the dark, and levelled all the 
enclosures whicdi had encroached upon commons. 
They looked upon every diminution of a common as 
an injury to the poor, who had used to enjoy the 
benefit, and not only destroyed the fences, but rob- 
bed and maltreated the authors and proprietors of 
those encroachments. The lords justices had omitted 
no measure either of prudence or force to siippres.s 
these disorders, and .some blood had been shed in ' 
different parts of the country, especially towards the 
north, where many of the rioters were seized upon 
and imprisoned by the regular forces; but the out- 
rages continuing to increase in an alarming degree, 
a committee was appointed by the House of Com- 
mons to investigate the causes ; their inquiries, how- 
ever, produced no beneficial effects. The rioters 
next declared against the clergy’s smaller tythes and 
church-dues, and obliged several clergymen to swear 
not to insist upon such demands. The spirit of 
insubordination extended even to Dublin, and the 
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pensions on tlie Irish estahlishment furni.she(] a con- 
stant theme of censure. It wa.s alleged that they 
had been duuhli d since 1756, and several motions 
against these grunts were made in the Irish Parlia- 
ment, which passed in the negative. Government 
at leitgth made some alteration in the system with 
respect to Ireland, and it was resolved, that, instead 
of committing the administration to the lords justices, 
the lord-lieutenant should himself be obliged to reside 
at the seat of government, a determination which gave 
great satisfaction to the people, and proportionate 
alarm to those whose unpopular authority it was 
intended to abridge. When Lord Chatham’s admi- 
nistration was formed, a change in the representation 
of Ireland was acceded to, and Lord Townshend, 
fully approving of the new system, accepted the 
appointment of 1ord-Heiitenant. The octennial act 
speedily passed into a law, and was received with 
r.'ipture by the people, particularly the lower class of 
voters. 

As soon as the British Parliament was di.ssolved, 
the thoughts and business of the whole iration appeared 
to be confined to one object, the choice of represen- 
tatives ; and never, perhaps,, was any general election 
carried on with greater heat and violence in ino.st parts 
of the, kingdom. The arts of intrigue, the efforts of 
faction, the utmost .stretch of interest and authority, 
were exerted in the contests between rival candidates. 
Even corruption threw off her usual disg'uise, and 
stalked forth with unblushing front, and extended 
arm. It would be a painful, and almost endless task, 
to enumerate all the instances of popular frenzy, and 
of political depravity, that occurred on this occasion ; 
but one of the elections was attended with such 
extraordinary circumstances' as to deserve particular 
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notice. Long; previoUHly to this period, Wilke»t by 
hie flight from public justice, had provoked the 
•everest sentence of the House of Commons, and 
had suffered the indictments laid against him in the 
Coort of King’s Bench to run to an outlawry. In 
this situation, an exile from his country, distressed in 
his ciiTuinslances, and abandoned by his party, he 
seemed not only totally mined, but nearly forgotten. 
A sudden ray of hope shot through these glooms, on 
the promotion of some of hiS former friends to oflica 
in the Marquis of Rockingham’s administration. 
Goaded by extreme want, and encouraged by some 
intimations of kindness and pity, he came over to 
England in the summer of the year 1766. But his 
natural presumption, on the smallest prospect of suc- 
cess, defeatoil the whole purpose of his journey, and 
he found it prudent to make good his second retreat 
to the continent. His hopes revived, when, in con- 
sequence of Lord Chutliam’s arrangements, the Duke 
of Grafton was placed at the liead of the treasury ; 
but he was again disappointed, though his humble 
petition to the new minister, to mediate his pardon 
from the King, was written in the most abject strain 
of servility and adulation. Irritated by these rebuffs, 
he published some bitter invectives against the first 
lord of the treasury, and several others of his political 
acquaintance, upbraiding them w'itli inconsistency in 
their public conduct, and insincerity in their private 
friendship. He seasoned the language of reproach 
with a strong dash of that low' wit and scurrility, of 
which, as before intimated, he was so perfect a master, 
and which he knew from experience would be highly 
relished by the populace. He was not mistaken. 
They read his libels witji rapture, and began to glory 

once more in the spirit of their old champion. The 
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alleged desertion of his friends .served also to excite 
their compa.ssioii : they thought his suffering's out of 
measure; and though it was impossible to forget the 
proofs whicli had been blazed abroad of his horrid 
profligacy, they looked upon the exposure of it as a 
part of the punishment he had incurred by his attacks 
on much greater delinquents. Wilkes, whostf private 
affairs were at this time in the most desperate situa- 
ition, oh being informed that the tide of popularity 
was taking a turn so much to his advantage, deter- 
mined to make a bold attempt to benefit by it, sen- 
sible that if it failed of success, the consequences 
could not place him in a worse state than that in 
which he was already. In pursuance of this resolu- 
tion, he suddenly appeared in London on the eve of 
the general election ; and though he .still lay under 
the sentence of outlawry, declared himself a candidate 
to represent the city in Parliament. He was received 
by the mob with loud acclamations, and a great 
majority of hands appeared in his favour; but on 
the poll he was contemptuously rejected. He was 
fully consoled, however, for this failure, by a sub- 
scription which had been opened for the payment of 
his debts, and by the earnest lie had received of the 
attachment of the people. He immediately offered 
himself for Middlesex; and obtained a signal triumph 
over one of the old jnembers. The populace, who 
had been very tumultuous during the contest, broke 
out into the most extravagant and lawless expression.s 
of joy at the event. They paraded the streets of 
Iiondon and Westminster, compelling the inhabitants 
to illuminate,* and demolishing the windows of such 
as did not do it immediately. At the Mansion-house 
in particular, they committed great havoc, having' 
not only destroyed the window.s, but a large chan- 
VOL. I. 2 T 
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delier and some pier-glasses, to the value of many 
hundred pounds. Some months after, the tumults 
were again renewed on the death of Mr. Cooke, 
Wilkes’s colleague, when Mr. Sergeant Glynn, who 
was only known as the friend and advocate of Wilkes, 
was returned after a severe struggle. 

The conduct of the ministry during these transac- 
tions was unaccountably indecisive. After Wilkes’s' 
return to England, in open deBance of the law.s, a 
pardon from the crown would have been considered 
rather as an act of weakness than of benignity. It 
was therefore the attorney-general’s duty to have 
had him immediately taken up as an outlaw ; a step 
strictly conformable to the ordinary ccfurse of justice. 
The popularity which he acquired or revived by 
appearing in public would have been prevented ; and 
he might probably have continued as ignorant of his 
induence with the people, as they would in general 
of the strength of their attachment to, him. By 
neglecting at first so easy a mode of proceeding, 
the ministry were afterwards driven into the dan- 
gerous extremes of harshness and violence. On the 
first 'day of Easter term Mr. Wilkes appeared in 
the court of Kijig’s Bench, to submit himself, as he 
pretended, to the laws of his country 3 but, in reality, 
to make an inflammatory speech. As he was not 
brought legally before the court, no proceedings 
could then be had upon his case, and he was accord- 
ingly discharged^ A few days after, Wilkes having 
been introduced into court in a legal nvanner, his 
counsel moved that he might be admitted to bail. 
The judges were of opinion, that neither he nor any 
person was bailable after conviction, and therefore 
ordered him to be committed to prison ; but as he 
was going thither in a hackney coach, attended by 
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two tipstaffs, .the mob stopped the coach on West- 
minster Bridge, and taking out the horses, drew it 
along the Strand, and through the city to Spital 
Square, where they dismissed the tipstaffs, and car- 
ried their favourite in triumph to the Three Tuns 
Tavern. He took an opportunity, at a late hour, to 
withdraw in a^private manner, hnd surrender^himself 
to the marshal of the King’s Bench. An immense 
crowd collected round the prison next day ; and it 
was feared that they would proceed to some outrage. 
They behaved, however, very peaceably till night, 
when they pulled up the rails that enclosed the foot- 
way ; made a bonfire of them ; and obliged the inha- 
bitants of the Borough to illuminate their houses. 
On the arrival of a captain’s guard of 100 men, about 
twelve o’clock, they all dispersed. 

Wilkes was not inactive, though in a prison. He 
took care to feed the flame he had kindled with fresh 
supplies of combustible matter. In an address to the 
freeholders of Middlesex, a week after his commit- 
ment, he descanted on his innocence and his sufferings ; 
on the happy fruits which he saw his countrymen reap 
from his labours and persecutions; and on the'still 
greater services he should render them, if released 
from confinement. It was impossible to mistake the 
tendency of such an address, published on the 5th of 
May, just two days before a hearing was to come 
on at Westminster-hall respecting the errors of his 
outlawry, and five days before the meeting of the new 
Parliament. The populace behaved with tolerable 
decency at the trial, as their hopes were flattered by 
the appointment of a farther hearing the beginning of 
the next term 3 but in the forenoon of the 10th of May, 
they assembled in vast multitudes round the King s 
Bench, under the idea of seeing Mr, Wilkes go to 
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the House of Commons. Having waited a long time 
in vain, they demanded him at tlie prison with loud 
clamours, and grew very insolent and tumultuous. 
Some justices of the peace, who attended fur the 
purpose of preserving good order, thought it neces- 
sary, after enduring much outrage and personal 
injury, to read the riot-act ; when the moh, highly 
exasperated, interrupted them with showers of stones 
and brickbats. The tumult increasing, the magis- 
trates ordered the troops to fire, and about twenty 
persons were killed or wounded at the first discharge. 
Up on such occasions the innocent are unavoidably 
confounded with the guilty, and often fall the victims 
of idle curiosity and Indiscretion. This is supposed 
to have been young Allen’s fate. He had probably 
taken no part whatever in the affray; but happening 
to attract the notice of the military by his flight 
among others of the i^n-away mob, he was pursued 
and shot in a hovel or cow-house belonging to his 
father, in the very act ijf imploring mercy. This 
incident aroused the pity as. well as the indignation 
of the public. His unfortunate death was heightened 
with all the force of tragic description ; the circum- 
stances that preceded and followed it were painted 
in the most odious colours : it was alleged, that the 
justices had caused the riot by reading the riot-act, 
and that the military power, though kept up solely 
for the defence of the people, had been wilfully per- 
verted to their destruction. The soldiers who were 
employed on the occasion being natives of Scotland, 
Lord Bute, always a great object of national jealousy, 
WEls charged with having employed his own country- 
men, to insult and massacre the people. The coro- 
ner’s inquest brought in a verdict of wilful murder 
against the soldier who. shot Allen, implicating in 
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the g'uill;, as accessaries, another private soldier, and 
Alexander Murray, Esq. the commanding' officer. 
The principal, Donald Maclane, was conveyed to 
prison, and it was with difficulty that he was pro- 
tected from the fury of the people. The King', 
however, that he might support the dignity of the 
executive- government, gave no encouragement to 
the prosecution. On the' contrary, he blamed the 
licentiousness of the populace, and gave thanks to 
the commanding officer for his prudence and resolu- 
tion. The magistrate who had authorized the troops 
to fire was indicted for murder, but all the persons 
implicated were, upon their trial, acquitted, in con- 
sequence, according to one party, of the justice, of 
their cause — according to the other, of the disinge- 
nuous contrivances of government. • 

The first session of the new Parliament was opened 
by commissioners, who informed both Houses that 
his Majesty had not called them together at that 
unusual season to enter upon any matter of general 
business, but merely to despatch certain parliamentary 
proceedings, which were necessary for the welfare 
and security of his subjects, alluding to several of the 
provision bills which were near expiring. The day 
after the meeting of Parliament, a proclamation was 
issued, by order of the council, for suppressing riots, 
tumults, and unlawful assemblies. Both Houses, in 
their joint address, returned his Majesty thanks for 
the gracious and paternal attention he had manifested 
for the prosperity of his people, which had induced 
him to interpose his own more immediate authority 
for putting an end to that dangerous disturbance of 
the public'peace, andthose outrageous acts of violence, 
in defiance of the authority of the civil magistrates, 
which had of late prevailed to so alarming a degree. 
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in and near the metropolis. The unanimity With 
which this address was agreed to by both Hpuses, 
and the equally unopposed re-election of Sir John 
Cust, as speaker to the Commons, were looked upon 
as fair ])resiimptions of the strength of the ministry 
in the new Parliament. A compliment was also paid 
to the lord-mayor of London, in a vote of the House 
of Commons, thanking him for his vigilant and active 
conduct, in support of the laws and preservation of 
the public peace during the late disturbances : and 
his Majesty was addressed to order a compensation 
to be made to some magistrates, who had suffered 
losses by the populace, in consequence of the spirited 
discharge of their duty in the riots of St. George’s 
Fields, and other places. The provision bills, for 
the^enewal of which the Parliament had been assem- 
bled, having received the royal assent on the 21st of 
May,, an end was put to the session. 

The only notice taken of the imprisoned member, 
daring this .short session, was a motion mAde on the 
18th, that the proper officer of the crown should 
inform the House, why the laws were not imme- 
diately put in force against John Wilkes, Esq. an 
outlaw, when he returned to the kingdom in Fe- 
bruary. But the House not appearing disposed to 
take cognizance of the matter, the question to adjourn 
was put, and carried without a divi.sion. The attorney- 
general thereby escaped censure for his remissness : 
but he was not equally succe.ssful at the second hearing 
on the errors of Wilkes’s outlawry in the court of 
King’s Bench, about three weeks after. All the 
judges, though they differed as to their reasons, con- 
curred in the reversal of the outlawry, and the irre- 
gularity of the proceedings. The verdicts, however, 
which had been given against Wilkes on the former 
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trials for publishing tlie North Briton, and 'the Essay 
on Woman, were affirmed, the court being of opinion 
that the arguments urged by the prisoner and his 
counsel, in arrest of judgment, were inconclusive and 
frivolous. Wilkes was therefore sentenced to pay a 
fine of 500Z. and to be imprisoned ten calendar months, 
in addition to two months which he had already passed^ 
in confinement, for the re-publication of the North 
Briton ; and, for publishing the Essay on Woman, 
to pay likewise a fine of 500f. and be imprisoned 
twelve calendar months, to be computed from the 
expiration of the former term. He was afterwards 
to find security for his good behaviour during the 
space of seven years. Though this sentence w'as as 
mild as the malignant nature and dangerous tendency 
of those two publications could well admit of, it 
furnished Wilkes with a new subject of declamation 
on the harshness, the cruelty, and illegalities of the 
whole proceeding, The riots, which a spirit of tur- 
bulence had at first excited, were kept up by the 
spirit of delusion. Every step taken by government 
for the maintenance of good order was represented 
as a stride to arbitrary power. The ministry were 
even charged with secretly fomenting disturbances, 
not only in England, but in America, in order to 
have a pretence for extending beyond the Atlantic 
the iron hand of despotism ; and their unwillingness 
to involve the kingdom in a war with France for the 
relief of Corsica was ascribed to their detestation of 
all freemen, as well as to their pusillanimity and' 
ignorance. The injustice of the former calumnies^ 
has been already exposed •, but an inquiry into the 
grounds of the latter reproach will unavoidably lead 
to some details concerning the state of Corsica at 
this very interesting period of its history. 
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It Had ever been the misfortune of the inhabitants 
of that island, or rather one of the necessary conse- 
quences of its situation, that they were in all ag'es a 
prey to foreigners. Doomed to be oppressed by 
every comer, their frequent attempts to recover their 
liberty served only first to weaken, and afterwards 
to transfer them to some more powerful tyrant. After 
a continued series of revolutions, Corsica fell into the 
hands of the Genoese, about the beginning of .the 
fourteenth century. The conduct of these republican 
governors was cruel, arbitrary, and impelitw:; and 
evinced, that, though fond of boasting of the immense 
advantages of freedom, they seemed to think it too 
great a blessing to be communicated to others, and 
thereforb exercised, for above four centuries, the most 
despotic authority. The Corsicans, however, were 
far from being passive during so long a course of 
oppression. They made the most strenuous efforts at 
different periods to shake off the yoke, and must have 
finally prevailed, had not the Genoese been assisted 
sometimes by the Imperialists, at other times by Swiss 
mercenaries, and lastly by the' French, in quelling 
the insurgents. Still the spirit of liberty remained 
unsubdued 3 and though .slaughter, ruin, and desola- 
tion, had often been spread over every part of the 
island, the Corsicans rose once more in the year 
'1755, and having invited Pascal Faoli, the son of one 
of their exiled generals, to ^ke upon him the supreme 
command, they seemed resolved to establish their 
independency, or to terminate the struggle by a 
glorious death. A desultory kind of war was from 
that time carried on with various success ; but these 
unfortunate islanders received a terrible blow in the 
proclamation issued by the King of England in 1762, 

under the administration of the Earl of Bute, prohi- 
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biting his subjects from giving aid or assistance in 
any shape to the ” Corsican rebels,” In 1764, the 
republic of Genoa, finding herself incapable of defend- 
ing the few fortified places which then remained in 
her hands, entered into a treaty with France to send 
some battalions to secure them fur four years. But 
before the expiration of that time, Paoli, though cir-.' 
cumscribed in his operations by land, found means to 
form something like a marine force, with which he 
not only annoyed the trade of Genoa, but effected 
the conquest of Capraia, an island belonging to that 
republic on the coast of Tuscany. Soon after this 
loss, which happened in 1767, the Genoese concluded 
another treaty with the French King, by which they 
ceded to him the rights of sovereignty over Corsica^ 
on condition of his putting them in possession .of 
Capraia, and of his protecting their trade against 
the Corsican and Burbury cruisers. About the mid- 
dle of the next summer, a considerable body of ferees 
were sent from Toulon to take possession of a country* 
which was thus disposed of without the consent of 
the inhabitants. But these brave islanders were not 
intimidated by the number of their new invaders. 
At a general meeting of the whole nation, it was 
unanimously determined to defend their rights to the 
last extremity, and their subsequent exertions cor- 
responded well with the boldness of this resolution. 
The annals of mankind scarcely afford any instances 
of military skill and heroism superior to those which 
were displayed, by Paoli and his adlierents, in this 
unequal contest ; but that commander, and about 300 
faithful associates of his fortune, being surrounded by 
a body of 4000 French troops,. cut their way through 
by night, and effected their escape to Leghorn In an 
English ship. His brother, with a party of about 
VOIj. I, 2 u 
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300 more, arrived there a few days after in another 
English vessel. The fugitives were hospitably received 
every where ; and Paoli having chosen England for 
the place of his retreat, in the hope, as he said, of 
happier times, had an ample pension settled upon 
him by the King, as the reward of his bravery and 
patriotism. 

In the midst of this struggle, which the people of 
England beheld with the utmost emotion,, a violent 
^outcry was excited against government for tamely 
p,ermitting. the King of France to rob the Corsicans 
of their inalienable rights, and to overturn the balance 
of power by annexing to his dominions an island that 
would give him considerable influence in the affairs 
of Italy, and a dangerous extension of control over 
the trade of the Mediterranean. These inkputations, 
plausible as they appeared at first view, vanished 
before the light of candid and dispassionate inquiry. 
The heroic defenders of Corsica had certainly strong 
claims to the pity of a generous nation : but pity fo,r 
a few brave men could hardly be deemed a sufficient 
motive, in the eye of policy and reason, for plunging 
half Europe into the calamities of war. As to the 
island itself, the acquisition seemed likely to prove 
rather a mischief than a benefit to France : its pro- 
duce was of little value : the want of good harbours 
destroyed every idea of its maritime importance : so 
far from increasing the w'ealth or power of its late 
possessors, it had ever been considered as a ruinous 
appendage to the republic of Genoa : the fierce, 
invincible spirit of. the natives, their abhorrence of 
the French government, and the facility with which 
a few of their scattered parties could harass a nume- 
rous army, and elude its vengeance in their woods 
and mountains, were such discouraging circumstances, 
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that nothing but the blitidne.ss and frenzy of ambi- 
tion could ever have prompted Louis the Fifteenth to 
undertake the conquest. The loss of above 10,Q00 
of his best troops, the expenditure of 18,000,000 of 
livres in the first stage of the enterprise, and the 
necessity of keeping a large body of force^ in a state 
of perpetual vigilance and danger, were the terms on 
which that ambitious tyrant purchased the incomplete 
reduction of Corsica. 

Some notice has been already taken of the acts 
passed in 1767 for laying certain duties on paper, 
glass, colours, teas, &c. imported from Great Britain 
into America. Those acts, however impolitic and 
ill-timed before the former ill humcnirs hatl com- 
pletely subsided, Avere strictly conformable to the 
distinction admitted by the colonists themselves, be- 
tween raising money as the mere incidental produce 
of regulating duties, and for the direct purpose of 
revenue. But as soon as the doctrine was reduced 
to practice, and custom-houses were established in 
their ports for collecting those duties, they disavowed 
their former professions, and argued in a very different 
strain. “ If,” said they, “ the Parliament of Great 
Britain has no right to tax us internally, it has none 
to tax us externally ; and if it has no right to tax us 
without our consent, it can have none to govern, or 
to legislate for m without our consent.” This was 
foreseen and pointed out by the strenuous opposers 
of the repeal of the stamp-act ; and the conduct of 
the Americans fully verified their predictions. The 
people of Boston took the lead, as usual, in plans of . 
resistance. They be^an by entering into a variety 
of combinations highly prejudicial to the commerce 
of the mother couiWry ; and among other schemes for 
lessening and restraining the use of British inanufac* 
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tureSf they resolved to reduce dress to its primitive 
simplicity, to retrench the expenses of fnnersxls, to 
bring- nothing from abroad which could by any 
means be obtained at home, and to give particular 
encouragement to the making of paper, glass, and 
the other commodities that were liable to the payment 
of the new duties, upon importation. These resolu- 
tions were adopted, or similar ones entered into, by all 
the old colonies on the continent; and, in the begin- 
ning of the year 1768, the assembly of Massachuset’s 
Bay sent a circular letter to the other provinces, 
proposing a common union to prevent the effect, and 
to obtain a repeal of the late acts, which they repre- 
sented as unconstitutional, and subversive of their 
natural and positive rights. The same asseml>ly dis- 
covered still stronger marks of disaffection and revolt, 
on hearing a letter read from Lord Shelburne, one 
of the principal secretaries of state, to Sir Francis 
Bernard, the governor of the colony, which contained 
som6 very severe but just animadversions on their 
conduct. As the debates, to which the communica- 
tion of this letter gave rise, were carried on without 
temper or decency, the governor, finding all his efforts 
to mollify the refractory spirit, at that time so pre- 
dominant in the assembly, ineffectual, adjourned it. 
In the speech which he delivered upon this occasion, 
he complained greatly of some factious members, who, 
under false pretences of patriotism, had unhappily 
acquired too great an influence, as well in the assem- 
bly, as among the people; who sacrificed their country 
to the gratification of their passions, and to the sup- 
port of an importance which could have no existence 
but in times of trouble and confusion. 

Advices of all those prgceedlngs having been 
transmitted to England, Lord Hillsborough, the new 
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secretary of state for the American department, wrote 
a circular letter to the governors of all the colonies ; 
in which his Majesty’s dislike to the letter of the 
Massachuset’s assembly was expressed in the strongest 
terms. The assemblies acted in direct contradiction 
to the wishes of their sovereign. They expressed 
their approbation of the conduct of the Massachusets, 
and passed several votes and resolves according with 
the spirit of the letter received from' Boston. Some 
of them returned addresses to the secretary of state, 
boldly justifying such conduct; and the assembly of 
New York went even so far as to appoint a committee 
of correspondence; to consult with the other colonies 
on the measures to be pursued in the present crisis ; 
upon which that assembly was immediately dissolved. 
Another letter of the same date (April 22) was written 
by Lord Hillsborough to Governor Bernard, in which, 
be.sides the former exceptions to the circular letter of 
the assembly at Boston, it was delicately intimated, 
that his Maj es!.y thought some unfair means must 
have been employed to carry such a measure, either 
by surprise, or through a thin house of representatives, 
ns it departed so widely from the spirit of prudence 
and respect to the constitution, that seemed to have 
influenced a majority of the members in a full house, 
and at the beginning of the session. The governor 
was also directed to require, in his Majesty’s name, 
that the new assembly would rescind the resolution 
which gave birth to the offensive letter, and declare 
their disapprobation of, and dissent to, so rash and 
hasty .a proceeding ; but in case of their refusal to 
comply with his Majesty’s reasonable expectation, 
the governor had orders to dissolve them immediately, 
and to transmit a copy of their proceedings to belaid 
before Parliament. These instructions having been 
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communicated to the assembly in the latter end of 
June, the question for rescinding the resolution of 
the last house was negatived by a majority of ninety- 
two to seventeen. A letter was then resolved on to 
Lord Hillsborough, containing several strictures on 
the requisition made to them, which they alleged to 
be unconstitutional and without precedent; and inter- 
mixing some affected professions of loyalty with the 
strongest remonstrances against the late laws. They 
were also preparing a petition to the King for the 
removal of their governor, when they were suddenly 
dissolved, '^he popular ferment was greatly increased 
by another occurrence which took place on the 10th 
of June. A sloop called the Liberty, laden with 
wine from Madeira, was seized under the authority 
of the board of customs for a false entry ; and being 
cut from her moorings, was conveyed, by the order 
of the commissioners, under the guns of the Romney, 
a ship of war, then lying in Boston harbour. A 
violent riot ensued, in which the mob burned the 
collector’s boat before the door of Mr. John Hancock, 
the owner of the sloop, pelted the commissioners with 
stones, and compelled them, for the security of their 
lives, to take refuge at first on board the Romney, 
and afterwards at Castle William, a fortress on a 
small island contiguous to the town. The temper 
and conduct of the people became every day more 
licentious. Town meetings were held, and a remon- 
strance was presented to the governor, insolently 
requiring him to issue an order for the immediate 
departure of the Romney. That republican spirit to 
'yvhich this colony owed its foundation, and the level- 
ling principles in which the inhabitants were nursed, 
l>eing now operated upon by the exercise of lawful 
authority, which they called oppression, and being 
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inflamed by the arts of desig^ning men, ^vho had 
great influence among them, they seemed equally 
incapable to prescribe due; limits to their passions, 
and to preserve a proper decency in the manner in 
which they expressed them. ' Their public writers, 
as well as speakers, endeavoured to supply the want 
of wit and genius by ribaldry, and introduced a style 
and manner peculiar to themselves, too intemperate 
for argument, too burlesque for serious composition. 
In some of these productions, while they appeared, 
on one hand, to forget their dependance as colonies, 
and to assume the tone of distinct and original states; 
on the other, they eagerly claimed all the benefits of. 
the English constitution, and the highest rights of 
Englishmen, but did not recollect that it was that 
dependance which entitled them to a share of those 
rights and benefits. The natural efiTects of such sen- 
timents and language being justly apprehended, two 
regiments were ordered from Ireland to support the 
civil government, and several detachments from dif- 
ferent parts of the continent met at Halifax for the 
same purpose. Upon the first intimations of this 
measure, an alarm was spread amongst the inhabi- 
tants of Boston and of the whole province, that their 
property, their liberties, and their lives, would soon lie 
at the mercy of the bayonet; and that no alternative 
would be held out to them but a servile submission or 
death. Under these impressions a great multitude of 
people of all ranks crowded together at a meeting at 
Faneuil-hall, when, the governor having refused to 
convene a general assembly, they drew up a long 
catalogue of their grievances; protested against keep- 
ing an army in the province without their consent; 
ordered the select-men of Boston to write to the 
select-men of the several towns within the province. 
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recommending' the speedy choice of committees, 
another name for representatives, to form a conven- 
tion; appointed Messrs. Otis, Cushing, Hancock, 
and Adams, their late members, to act for them in 
that capacity; and coivcinded their proceedings with 
a TOte for a day of public prayer ainl fasting, and 
'with a requisition to the people, under the pretence 
of an approaching war with France, to prepare arms, 
ammunition, and every other accoutrement necessary 
in cases of sudden danger. The inhabitants of Hat- 
field refused to concur in these transactions, and 
their spirited and judicious reply to the select-men of 
Boston, will be a lasting monument of the prudence 
and good sense which influenced their conduct. In 
the same province, about 100 towns .and districts 
agreed to the proposal of a convention, and imme- 
diately appointed committee-men, a great number 
of whom met at Boston on the 22d of September. 
Their first act was a message to the governor, in 
which they disclaimed all pretence to authority ; but 
said they were chosen by the several towns, and 
came freely, at the earnest desire of the people, to 
consult and advise the most efliectual measures for 
promoting peace and good order, as far as tliey 
lawfully might, under the. very dark and threatening 
aspect of public afl'airs ; they then reiterated the 
detail of their grievances, and urged the absolute 
necessity of his convening without delay a general 
assembly, which' they looked upon to be the only 
means of preventing the most unhappy consequences 
to the parent country and to the colonies. The 
governor refused to receive any message from an 
assembly, the legality of which he could not allow, 
but admonished them by letter, as a friend to the 
province, and a well-wisher to the individuals of it, 
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to break up their meeting instantly, and to separate 
before they did any business. He said, he^as willing 
to believe that the gentlemen who had issued the 
summons for this meeting were not aware of the high 
nature of the offence they were committing; and that 
those who had obeyed them did not consider the 
penalties they should incur, if they persisted in con- 
tinuing their session : at present, ignorance of law 
might excuse what was past ; a step farther would 
take away that plea. FEe asserted, that a meeting of 
the deputies of the towns was an assembly of the 
representatives of the people, to all intents and pur- 
poses; and that the calling it a committee of convention 
could not alter the nature of the thing. At the con- 
clusion of his letter, he informed them, that, if they 
paid no regard tGr^Trfe friendly admonition, he must, 
ns governor, assert the prerogative of the crown in a 
more public manner. This remonstrance produced 
another message, in which they attempted to justify 
their meeting ; begged the governor to be sparing of 
his frowns on their proceedings ; and desired expla- 
nations of the criminality with which they were 
charged. The governor repeated his former refusal to 
receive any message from an illegal assembly; upon 
which they appointed nine of their number to draw 
up a report on the causes and express objects of their 
meeting. This report being made on the 2Gth of 
the same month, a letter, with a representation of 
their transactions and grievances, in w'hich was 
enclosed a petition to his Majesty, to be delivered in 
person, was forwarded to their agent in London ; and 
on the 29th the convention dispersed. 

The day the convention broke up, the fleet from 
Halifax, consisting of several frigates and transports 
with two regiments and a detachment of artillery on 
vox,. I. 2 X 
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board, arrived in the harbour. Quarters were pro- 
cured for the troops by contract with private persons •, 
and the council, upon that footing', allowed them 
barrack provisions. General Gage arrived soon after, 
as did the two regiments from Ireland. The factious 
and disorderly were, by these means, for some time 
intimidated ; the 'soldiers behaved with the utmost 
discretion ; and a tolerable harmony seemed to subsist 
between them and the inhabitants. 

While things remained in this state abroad, admi- 
nistration at home received a new shock from the 
clash of those discordant principles, on which it had. 
been framed by the Earl, of Chatham. The Duke of 
Grafton and Lord Shelburne, though introduced into 
tlieir respective offices as his friends,, and by his 
desire, were never cordially united. The latter had 
lately taken particular offence at the rejection of his 
advice to oppose the invasion of Corsica, and at the 
disregard of his recommendation of Lord Tanker- 
ville to succeed Mr. George Pitt as ambassador at 
Turin. A marked preference was shewn to th& 
Duke of Bedford’s application in favour of Sir Wil- 
liam Lynch. Lord Shelburne, upon this, retiring in 
di.sgust, his place was supplied by Lord Weymouth, 
from the northern department ; and the Earl of 
llochford, late ambassador at Paris, was appointed 
.4ucces.sor to Lord Weymouth. In a few days after. 
Lord Chatham, who had long been prevented by 
bodily infirmities from attending to public business, 
resigned the privy-seal, which was immediately deli-, 
vered to his friend, the Earl of Bristol. As these 
changes took place just before the meeting of Par- 
liament, they excited a variety of conjectures, and 
gave a serious turn to public conversation, which for 
the last two months had been chiefly engrossed by 
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the King of Denmark’s visit to England, and by the 
scenes of festivity and magnificence displayed on that 
occasion. 

Parliament met on the 8th of November; and one 
of the first objects pressed upon their notice, in the 
speech from the throne, was to resume the conside- 
ration of those great commercial interests which had 
been entered upon before, but which the shortness of 
the last session of the late Parliament had prevented 
from being brought to a final conclusion. It was 
delicately hinted, that other powers had not been as 
careful as his Majesty, to avoid taking any step that 
might endanger the general tranquillity, though they 
continued to give the strongest assurances of their 
pacific dispositions towards Great Britain. The 
speech next alluded to the unhappy disturbances in 
North America, and recommended harmony and 
union. The only point in this speech which may be 
thought to require some little illustration, is the hint 
given of the danger that threatened the general 
repose of Europe. Two of the greatest empires of 
the East and the North were at this moment prepar- 
ing for war. The miserable country of Poland had 
been for some time the theatre of a contention, not 
more destructive in its consequences, than singular 
in its causes and pretexts. Spiritual tyranny first 
kindled the flame, and civil discord supplied it with 
fresh fuel : the despotic power of Russia affected to 
become the guardian of Polish freedom ; and the 
Catholic religion fled for protection to the standard 
of Mahomet. Notwithstanding the earnestness with 
which the King had recommended harmony to his 
Parliament, the spirit of opposition manifested itself 
strongly on the motion for an address of thanks. 
The conduct of the ministry, in respect both to 
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foreign affairs and those of the colonies, was censured 
with great acrimony. Their backwardness to assist 
the Corsicans was called a criminal acquiescence in a 
most dangerous breach of treaty, and in the spreading 
anc[ baneful influence of the family compact : some 
injuries said to be sustained by English merchants 
trading to Portugal, and the non-residence of one or 
two ambassadors at the courts to which they had 
been appointed, were urged as proofs of the little 
attention paid to the foreign interests of Great Bri- 
tain, and with regard to America, the steps taken to 
induce obedience, it was asserted, were calculated to 
provoke rebellion. The addresses were’, however, 
agreed to by both Houses. 

On the 14th of November, a petition was delivered 
from Mr. Wilkes, containing a recapitulation of all the 
proceedings against him, from the time of his having 
been apprehended by a general warrant till his late 
ssomraitment to prison. This produced an order for 
the proper oflicers to lay before the House a copy of 
the records of the proceedings in the court of King’s 
Bench. The journals and resolutions of the House 
in 1763, relative’ to the same subject, were also 
examined ; and a day was appointed for hearing the 
matter of the petition, of which notice was ordered 
to be given to Wilkes, and to a great number of 
persons who were concerned as actors or witnesses 
in those transactions. In the mean time, Mr. Webb, 
late secretary to the treasury, against whom a heavy 
charge was laid of suborning and bribing with the 
public money one of Wilkes’s servants, having peti- 
tioned for an opportunity to vindicate himself at the 
bar of the House, and application being also made 
by Wilkes for leave to attend in order to support 
the allegations of his petition, the requests of bptb 
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were complied with, and liberty of counsel waB 
allowed them for their respective purposes. The 
hearing of the petition was put off to the 27th of 
January. This delay could not be avoided, as the 
merits of the disputed elections, many of which 
were violently contested, took up so much time that 
Parliament had not leisure to attend even to any of 
the objects recommended to them from the throne, 
except the renewal of the provision-bills, to prevent 
a return of the scarcity from which the people had, 
been providentially relieved. A committee of the 
whole House of Commons had, indeed, been formed 
early in the session, for the purpose of an inquiry 
into American affairs : but this subject, though of 
far greater importance than Wilkes’s petition, was 
also necessarily deferred. That gentleman’s appeal 
on a writ of error to the House of Lords, admitting 
of a very short and easy decision, was heard on the ' 
21st of December, when the judgment of the court 
of King’s Bench was affirmed in both sentences; and 
next day the Parliament adjourned to the IDth of 
January. 

As Lord Chatham still remained confined by illness, 
he had not been able, since his resignation, to give 
any public proofs of his hostility to the ministry whom 
he had deserted ; but there could be no doubt of his 
intending, upon the recovery of his health, to join 
the standard of opposition. That standard was now 
upheld by the Marquis of Rockingham, who became 
leader of what was called the old 'Whig party, in 
consequence of the Duke of Newcastle’s death about, 
the middle of November. The chancellorship of the 
university of Cambridge having become vacant by the 
same event, the Duke of Grafton was unanimously 
chosen to fill that honourable office. The university 
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of Dublin had lately given the Duke of Bedford a 
similar testimony of their high esteem. 

On the 13th of May the royal family sustained 
another loss in the death of the Princess Louisa Anne, 
second sister of the King; and in August died the 
pious and learned Dr. Seeker, Archbishop of Can- 
terbury, to. which prelacy Dr. Frederic Cornwallis 
was translated from the see of Litchfield and Coventry. 

In August this year the celebrated navigator Cook, 
then a lieutenant, sailed on his first exploratory voyage, 
accompanied by Messrs. Banks and Solander, being 
a portion of those voyages of discovery which so much 
distinguished this reign, and of which the expeditions 
of Captain Byron, and of Captains Wallis and Carte- 
ret in 1762 were the commencement. 

One of the most memorable events that distin- 
guished the year 1768, was the institution of the 
Royal Academy, in December, under the King’s 
immediate patronage, and subject to the directions of 
forty artists of the first rank in their several profes- 
sions. The great object of this institution, which 
will reflect immortal honour on the taste and muni- 
ficence of its illustrious founder, was the esta\)lishment 
of well-regulated schools of design, where- students 
in the arts might find proper instruction, and the best 
helps as well as incentives to aspiring genius, without 
going in search of them to foreign countries. Here 
the pupils had the finest living models, and choice 
casts of the most celebrated antiques to copy after. 
Nine academicians elected annually from amongst the 
forty w'ereto attend the schools by rotation, to set the 
figures, to examine the performances of the students, 
to promote their improvement, and to turn their 
attention towards that branch of the arts in which 
they appeared most likely to excel. Professors of 
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painting’, of architecture, of perspective, and of ana-^ 
tomy, were also appointed, with liberal salaries, to 
read annually a certain number of public lectures in the 
schools; and the admission to these and all the other 
advantages of the institution Avas made free to every 
person properly qualified to benefit by the studies 
there cultivated. That nothing noight be wanting 
to rouse and encourage emulation, prizes were held 
out to those who made the ^.earest approaches to 
excellence ; and the discourses, delivered at the annual 
distribution of them by the president. Sir Joshua 
Reynolds, were well calculated to fan the fiame of 
youthful ardour, to unfold the true principles and 
laws nf composition, to strengthen tlie judgment, 
refine the taste, and impress upon the fancy the 
strongest images of that ideal perfection, which, as 
he himself said, it is the lot of genius always to con- 
template, and never to attain. Under such a master, 
whose precepts were so happily illustrated by his own 
practice, it is no wonder that the English school soon 
rose to the highest degree of celebrity, and exhibited 
models of beauty and grandeur which may be fairly 
put in competition Avith the most admired productions 
of any age or any country. 


CHAPTER VIII. 

When the Parliament met, according to adjourn- 
ment, the state of the colonies first engaged their 
attention, and the grand debate began on the 26th of 
January. An infinite number of papers relating to 
this subject had been read the day before ; and some 
resolutions and an address were sent down from the 
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diialTicts for that purpose, and their meeting, were 
daring insviUs offered to his Majesty’s authority. In 
the address, the greatest satisfaction was expressed 
in the measures already pursued for supporting the 
constitution, and inducing a due obedience to the 
legislature ; and the strongest assurances were given 
of effectual concurrence in such farther measures as 
might be found necessary to maintain the civil magis- 
trates ill a proper execution of the laws within the 
province of Massachuset's Bay. For the purpose of 
bringing the authors of the late disorders to condign, 
punishment, it was earnestly requested, that Governor 
Bernard might be directed to transmit the fullest 
information he could obtain of all treasons committed 
within his government since the 30th of December 
1767, together with the names of the persons most 



agreeable to. itself, yet indispen.sably requisite for the 
support of its dig^nity and of the legislative authority ; 
that the repeal of the stamp-act, instead of producing 
gratitude and due submission to government, had 
operated in such a manner on the licentiousness of 
the American.s, that it became highly necessary to 
e.stablish some mark- of their depenilance on the 
mother country ; that the late duties, so much com' 
plained of, were, for one of the reasons now objected 
to them, the smallness of, their produce, chosen as 
sufficient to an&wer that purpose, at the same time 
that they were not internal taxes, and were wholly 
appropriated to the support of the civil establishment 
of the colonies; that the levelling principles which 
prevailed throughout Madsachuset’s Bay were so sub- 
versive of all order and civi| government, and the 
conduct of the roagivstrates had been such, that it 
became highly expedient to revive and put in execu- 
voiv. 1 . ' 2 y 
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tionthelaw of Henry the Eighth, by which the Ring 
is empowered to appoint a oommission in Englaird, 
for the trial there of any of his Majesty’s subjects 
guilty of treason in any part of the world; that it 
was ungenerous to suppose any improper use would 
be made of this law by harassing the innocent; mid 
that there was no reason to question the integrity or 
impartiality of English juries. .The arguments urged 
on this occasion, lioweTer, were far from justifying 
either the original policy, or the utility of the revenue 
laws. After the repeal of the stamp-act, though the 
the mother country were not abridged, she 
lltAiblny ought to have been more cautious in exert- 
ing them. An attempt to tax the colonies no longer 
stood upon its ancient footing of wisdom and prac- 
ticability, Mr. Chai'le.s Townshend, who recom- 
mended the import duties, was too eager to put to 
the proof 'the seeming acquiescence of the Americans 
in Mr. Pitt’s doctrine of external taxation ; and he 
did not sufficiently consider, that the laying of duties 
upon British commodities and manufactures, landed 
in the colonies, was in effect taxing the mother 
country, obstructing the sale of her merchandize., 
granting premiums to excite American industry, and 
encouraging the contraband trade and supply from 
other markets. His successors in office perceived 
his error, and were desirous of correcting it; but 
they did not think.it advisable to explain their inten- 
tions on that head, till the authority of government 
and of the legislature were fully asserted. While the 
resohitions and the address were before Parliament, 
they confined their remarks as much as possible to 
thfe necessity of enforcing due submission to the laws; 
and as soon as both Houses concurred in the proposed 
avowal of these sentiments, it was resolved in the 
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cabinet that a circular letter .should be .sent by Lord 
Hillsborough to the governors of the different pro- 
vinces, containing an engagenient, as far ns the 
ministers of the crown could engage, to procure a 
repeal, on the principles of commercial expediency, 
of the taxes on glass, paper, and colpurs. They were 
in hopes that a well-timed shew of vigour in the first 
instance, and of lenitj^and condescension afterwards, 
would bring the colonists to a sense of their duty, and 
make them desist from their seditious practices, but 
the event did not correspond, in any degree, with 
these expectations. 

Though the parliamentary strength of the ministry 
WHS fully demonstrated in carrying the resolutions 
and address by a majority of almost three to one, they 
were opposed with greater vehemence on a point 
where they thought themselves more secure. A mes- 
sage from the King was delivered to the House of 
Commons on the last day of February, acquainting 
them that the arrears of the civil list amounted to 
5 13,51 If., and expressing his Majesty’s reliance on their 
known zeal and affection to enable him to discharge 
that incumbrance. This mes.snge gave rise ton contest, 
which WHS kept up, with much warmth, for three days 
successively. Several motions were made for papers 
which might lead to a discovery of any mismanage- 
ment or profusion' in the conduct of the revenue, and 
of the royal expenses. A review was taken of the 
state of the civil list and private revenue.s of the 
crown: comparisons were drawn between the income 
of the present and of former reigns : and it was 
asserted in very plain terms, that unless the most 
scrupulous inquiry was always made into the parti- 
culars for which such debts wer£ contracted, an 
Arbitrary and unlimited revenue might be gradually 
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Lords, declaring^ that the acts of the late assembly of 
Massachuset’s Bay, which tended to call in question 
the authority of the supreme legislature, were illegal, 
unconstitutional, mid derogatory of the rights of the 
crown and parliament of Great Britain : that the 
circular letters on the subject of the late iniport 
duties, were of a most unwarrantable, dang'erous, 
and inflammatory nature : that the town of Boston 
had been for some time in n state of great disorder 
and confusion, during which the officers of the 
revenue had been obstructed by violence in the dis- 
charge of their duty, and their lives endangered ; 
and that the preservation of the peace, and the due 
execution of the lav's, became impracticable without 
the aid of a military force: that all the -proceedings 
in the town-meetings at Boston on the I'dth of June 
and 12th of September were calculated to promote 
sedition; and that the appointment of. a convention, 
the elections of deputies by the several towns and 
districts for that purpose, and their meeting, were 
daring insults offered to his Majesty’s authority. In 
the address, the greatest satisfaction was expressed 
in the measures already pursued for supporting the 
constitution, and inducing a due obedience to the 
legislature ; and the strongest assurances w'ere given 
of effectual concurrence in such farther measures as 
might be found necessary to maintain the civil magis- 
trates in a proper, execution of the laws within the 
province of Massachuset's Bay. For the purpose of 
bringing the authors of the late disorders to condign, 
punishment, it was earnestly requested, that Governor 
Bernard might be directed to transmit the fullest 
information he could obtain of all treasons committed 
within his government since the 30th of December 
1767, together with the names of the persons most 

IS 



1769 .] GEOUGE THE THIRD. .353 

active in the perpetration of such offences, in order- 
that his Majesty mig'ht i.ssue a special commission. for 
trying the offenders within this realm, pursuant to 
the statute of the thirty-fifth of Henry the Eighth, in 
case Ills Majesty should, upon receiving the .said infor- 
mation, see sufficient ground for such a proceeding. 

in the opposition to the resolutions and address, 
the former arguments against the right and the policy 
of taxing the colonies' were repeated, with many new 
one.s on the inefficiency and odiousne.ss of the revenue 
laws, on the absurdity of persisting in coercive mea- 
sures, ainl on the cruelty and injn.stice of b ypi g i ng 
supposed delinquents to Europe, to be tried 
crimes said to have been committed in America. 
The ministry, on the other hand, contended that the 
violent conduct of the Americans placed government 
under a necessity of using methods, however dis- 
agreeable to. itself, yet indispensably requisite for the 
support of its dignity and of the Icgi.slative authority j 
that the repeal of the stamp-act, instead of producing 
gratitude and due submission to government, had 
operated in such a manner on the licentiousness of 
the Americans, that it became highly nece.ssary to 
establish some mark- of their depeiulance on the 
mother country ; that the late duties, so much com- 
plained of, were, for one of the reasons now objected 
to them, the smallness of.their produce, chosen as 
sufficient to ans.wer that purpose, at the same time 
that they were not internal taxes, and were wholly 
appropriated to the support of the civil establishment 
of the colonies ; that the levelling principles which 
prevailed throughout MaSsachuset’s Bay were .so sub- 
versive pf all order and civil government, and the 
conduct of tlie magistrates had been such, that it 
became highly expedient to revive and put in exequ- 
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tionthelaw of Henry the Eighth, by which the King 
is empowered to appoint a commission in England, 
for the trial there of any of his Majesty’s subjects 
guilty of treason in any part of the world ; that it 
was ungenerous to suppose any improper use would 
be made of this law by harassing the innocent j mid 
that there was no reason to question the integrity or 
impartiality of English juries. ,The arguments urged 
on this occasion, howerer, were far from justifying 
either the original policy, or the utility of the revenue 
laws. After the repeal of the stamp-act, though the 
tlf the mother country were not abridged, she 
tfe!k4kflty ought to have been more cautious in exert- 
ing them. An attempt to tax the colonies no longer 
stood upon its ancient footing of wisdom and prac- 
ticability. Mr. Charles Townshend, who recom- 
mended the import duties, was too eager to put to 
the proof the seeming acquiescence of the Americans 
in Mr. Pitt’s doctrine of external taxation ; and he 
did not sufficiently consider, that the laying of duties 
upon British commodities and manufactures, landed 
in the colonies, was in effect taxing the mother 
country, obstructing the sale of her merchandize, 
granting premiums to excite American industry, and 
encouraging the contraband trade and supply from 
other markets. His successors in office perceived 
•his error, and were desirous of correcting itj but 
they did not think- it advisable to explain their inten- 
tions on that head, till the authority of government 
and of the legislature were fully' asserted. While the 
Tesolntions and the address were before Parliament, 
they confined their remarks as much as possible to 
the neces.sity of enforcing due submission to the laws; 
and as soon as both Houses concurred in the proposed 
avowal of these sentiments, it .was resolved in the 
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cabinet that a circular letter .should be .sent by Lord 
Hillsborough to the governors of the different pro* 
vinces, containing an engagement, as far ns the 
ministers of the crown could eqgnge, to procure a 
repeal, on the principles of commercial expediency, 
ef the taxes on glass, paper, and colours. They were 
in hopes that a well-timed shew of vigour in the first 
instance, and of lenity^ and condescension afterwards, 
would bring the colonists to a sense of their , duty, and 
make them desist from their seditious practice.<;, but 
the event did not correspond, in any degree, with 
these expectations. 

Though the parliamentary strength of the ministry 
WHS fully demonstrated in carrying the resolutions 
and address by a majority of almost three to one, they 
were opposed with greater vehemence on a point 
where they thought themselves more secure. A mes- 
sage from the King was delivered to the House of 
Commons on the last day of Febi^uary, acquainting 
them that the arrears of the civil list amounted to 
513,51] A, and expressing hisMajesty’s reliance on their 
known zeal and affection to enable him to discharge 
that incumbrance. This message gave rise ton contest, 
which was kept up, with much warmth, for three days 
successively. Several motions were made for papers 
which might lead to a discovery of any mismanage- 
ment or profusion' in the conduct of the revenue, and 
of the royal expenses. A review was taken of the 
state of the civil list and private revenues of the 
crown: comparisons were drawn between the income 
of the present and of former reigns : and it was 
asserted in very plain terms, that unless the most 
scrupulous inquiry was always made into the parti- 
culars for which such debts were contracted, an 
arbitrary .and unlimited revenue might be gradually 
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' established, at the will of the prince, for the purpose 
i>of pronioting the most pernicious measures. The 
chancellor of the exchequer expressed the g'reatest 
readiness to lay sill the accounts and papers that were 
desired before the House; but said that the length of 
time which was requisite to prepare them, and the 
lateness of the session, made it necessary to be de- 
ferred to the next meeting, ^hile decency to the 
King required an immediate relief of his wants- 
Lord North observed, that it would be ungenerous 
to shew the smallest suspicion of a prince, who had, 
in his private share of the captures made during the 
.late war, given up 730,000^. to the nation ; atid that 
the gratitude, not to say the justice, of the kingdom 
W’as called upon, in the loudest manner, to comply 
readily and gracefully with his request. In one of 
the debates on this subject, the division was, for the 
miritstry, 164 against 89, and in another, 248 against 
135. 

The supplies, for the service of the current year, 
amounted to little more than six millions and a half, 
including the arrears of the civil list, and 400,0001. 
of the navy debts which were to be paid off. The 
ways and means consisted of the land and malt taxes; 
exchequer bills to the amount of 1 ,800,0001. ; anti- 
cipations of the sinking fund for the like sum ; a 
lottery ; inoney due for the ceded islands and for 
French prizes ; small .sums in the exchequer, which 
were a sort of scrapings from the monies issued in 
the war, and balances of different treasurers’ accounts; 
expected produce of American taxes, estimated at 
30,000/.; and the annual contribution of 400,0001. 
from the East India Company, whose charter was 
prolonged for the farther term of five years, on con-* 
ditious in some respects similar to the last agreement; 



GEORGE THE THIRD. 


357 


I76i).] 

but the company ivere now allowed to increase their 
dividend to twelve and a half per cent, during this 
term, provided they did not, in any one. year, raise it 
aboye one per cent. ; on the other hand, should the 
dividend be reduced below the present standard of 
ten per cent., the stipulated payment of 400,000f. 
should be proportionally diminished ; and if the divi- 
dend should sink to si;*c per cent., the payment to the 
nation was to be wholly discontinued. The com- 
pany were also bound to lend the overplus of their 
revenues to government at two per cent, Such 
easy and judicious provisions for the public service 
afforded very little room for debate; but the spirit of 
altercation found sufficient exercise in the proceedings 
concerning Mr. Wilkes. 

On the 27th of January, the day to which the 
hearing of that gentleman’s alleged grievances had 
been deferred, a motion was made by the chandellor 
of the exchequer, and carried by a very consi- 
derable majority, that Mr. Wilkes’s counsel should 
confine themselves to the alteratio!) of the records, 
and to the charge against Mr. Webb, as the other 
parts of the petition had either been decided upon 
already, or were now under consideration by the 
courts ’ below. Four days after, Wilkes proceeded 
with his evidence, but was totally unable to make 
good his accusation against Webb. The alteration 
of the record had been acknowledged and fully 
justified by Lord Mansfield in the court of King’s 
Bench, where the practice was confirmed on the 
opinion of all the judges; but Wilkes having disin- 
genuously left out so material a circumstance in his 
complaint, the House agreed to a vote of censure on 
that part of the petitioir, as tending to asperse Lord 
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Mansfleld’s character, and to prejudice tlie people 
against the ndministmtion of public justice. 

Mr. Wilkes \ras also brought before the notice of 
Farlinment on another point. Some little time before 
the dreadful riots in St. George’s Fields, a letter had 
been written by Lord Weymouth, one of the secre- 
taries of state, to the chairman of the qnarter-se.ssion8 
at Lambeth, recommending an early and effectual use 
of the military, if the civil power were trifled with or 
insulted ; ns^a military force could never be employed 
to a more constitutional purpose, than in supporting 
the authority and dignity of the magistracy, Wilkes* 
having by some means procured a copy of thi.<i letter, 
had it published at full length in a newspaper, with a 
preface of his own, in which the affair of St. George’s 
Fields wa.s termed a horrid massacre, and the conse- 
quence of a hellish project, deliberately planned and 
determined upon. Lord Weymouth called the atten- 
tion of the Lords to this breach of privilege, and the 
publishers of the newspaper having acknowledged 
that they received the copy from Wilkes, a complaint 
was made to the Commons of the conduct of their 
member 3 and the matter being agitated during the 
inquiry into the merits of bis petition, he, with his 
usual effrontery, not only declared himself to be the 
author of the prefatory remarks, but said he gloried 
in having brought to light that bloody scroll, and was 
only sorry he had -not expressed his indignation at it 
in stronger terms. He even added, that he ought to 
have the thanks of the House for his meritorious 
conduct in the business. Instead of thanks, however, 
the House voted his rntroduction to the secretary of 
state 8 letter to be an insolent, scandalous, and sedi- 
tious libel, tending to inflame and stir up the minds 
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of hia Majesty’s subjects to a total subversion of all 
g-ood order and leg-al government. Next day, Fe- 
bruary the iki, a very long debate took place on a 
motion, made by Lord Barrington, the secretary at 
war, for his expulsion. This, was opposed by the 
united strength of the Rockingham and Grenville 
parties, Edmund Burke and George Grenville being 
the principal speakers. - Though these gentlemen 
differed widely on some great political principles, 
they concurred in a dislike to many of the measures 
of government; but, on whatever side they spoke, 
their style and manner always afforded a very remark- 
able and amusing contrast. Burke’s eloquence was 
splendid, copious, and animated, sometimes addressing 
itself to the passions, much oftener to the fancy, but 
seldom to the understanding ; it seemed fitter for show 
than debate, for the school than the senate, and u'as 
calculated rather to excite applause than to produce, 
conviction : Grenville’s wa.s plain, yet correct, manly, 
argumentative, trusting more to genuine candour, to 
the energy of reason, and the well-displayed evidence 
of truth, than to the rainbow colours of fine imagery, 
or the blaze of artificial declamation. The former, 
though naturally ardent, impetuous, and irascible, 
could enliven the dullest debate by the sallies of his 
wit; but he was too fond of exerting that talent 
on every occasion, and frequently debased it by an 
intermixture of low ridicule : the latter, always cool, 
even when attacked, and attentive to the becoming 
gravity as well as dignity of the senatorial character, 
never attempted any thing like vulgar jests, or.unsea- 
.sonable pleasantry. This dissimilitude of geniu.s and 
character was strongly marked in the debate on Lord 
Barrington’s motion. Burke poured forth a torrent 
of invectives against the folly and wickedness of tho 



360 


HrSTORY OF ENGLAND. 


[ 1760 . 

ministers of* the crown ; he enlarged on the dangerous 
consequences of the assumption and abuse of a dis- 
cretionary power in the Commons; and called the 
proposed vote of expulsion the fifth act of a tragi- 
comedy, performed by his Majesty’s servants, at the 
desire of several persons of quality, for the beneht of 
Mr. Wilkes, and at the expense of the constitution. 
Mr. Grenville contined himself to two decisive points, 
the injustice and imprudence of the measure. The 
libel, he . said, should have been prosecuted by the 
attorney -general. Wilkes was then undergoing the 
sentence of the law for other offences, and he consi- 
dered him as having become, however undeservedly, 
a favourite with the public: it could not be denied, 
he said, that the temper of the people had shewn 
itself to be licentious and disorderly ; that their respect 
for the Parliament, and confidence in their represen- 
tatives were visibly diminished ; and he then asked, 
whether, under these circumstances, it was not more 
advisable to conciliate by mildness and discretion, than 
to inflame by adding fresh fuel to discontent. He 
hoped the ministry would consult the best guide to 
all human wisdom, the experience of past times; and 
quoted one instance of impolitic rigour, which. was 
equally pertinent and forcible. The reverend incen- 
diary, Dr. Sacheverell, said he, was unwisely prose* 
cuted by this House. He became, by that means, 
the favourite and the idol of the people throughout 
England, as much, nay, more than Wilkes. The 
Queen herself was stopped and^jnsulted in her chair, 
during the trial, with God save. J>r. Sacheverell. 
The event verified a famous expression in those days, 
that the Whigs had wislied to roast a parson, and 
they had done it at so fierce a fire, that they had 
burnt themselves ; for the ministers were dismissed, 
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and the parliament dissolved. The reverend doctor, 
the mob idol, when he ceased to be a martyr, soon 
sunk into his original insignificancy, from which that 
martyrdom alone had raised him. Wilkes, he said, 
apprehensive of the same fate, used every means in 
hrs power to provoke the House to some instaince of 
unusual severity ; his object was not to retain his 
seat, but to stand forth to the deluded people as the 
victim of violence and injustice. Whatever talents he 
had to captivate or to inflame the people without 
doors, he had none to render him formidable, within 
those walls. He had holden forth high, sounding, 
and magnificent promises of the signal services which 
he would perform to his country in Parliament; and 
there were many who were ignorant and creduloai 
enoiigh to believe them. Whenever he should come 
there, he ventured to prophesy that they would be 
grievously disappointed. That disappointment would 
be followed by disgust and anger at their having been 
so grievously deceived, and would probably turn the 
tide of popular prejudice. But as soon as he should 
be excluded from that House, they- w'ould give credit 
to him for more than he had even promised. They 
would be persuaded that every real and imaginary 
grievance would have been redressed by his patriotic 
care and influence. There could be no doubt, he 
said, in the present temper of the freeholders of 
Middlesex, bi\t that Wilkes would be re-elected after 
his expulsion. The House would probably think it 
necessary to expel him again, and he would as cer- 
tainly be again elected. By the rules of the House, 
the vote for excluding him could not be re>cinded in 
the same session in which it had passed. No alter- 
native would therefore remain, but either to refuse 
i/ssuing a new writ, and by that means to deprive thi^ 
yoi<, I, 2 z 
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county of the right of choosing any other representa- 
tive; or bringing into tlie House, as the knight of the 
shire for Middlesex, a man chosen by a few voters'only, 
in contradiction to the declared sense of a great mino- 
rity on the face of the poll. Mr. Grenville concluded 
with recommending a cool and temperate conduct, 
and deprecated the exercise of a discretionary power, 
the extent of which jio man knew, and the mischiefs 
arising from it no man could tell ; but the force of his 
Warnings could not subdue the indignation which 
the House felt at the insolence as well as crimina- 
lity of Wilkes’s behaviour; the vote of expulsion 
Was carried by a majority of 219 against 136, and a 
new writ was issued for the election of a member in 
his room. The train of events predicted now followed 
in rapid succession. Wilkes’s popularity incribsed 
with what was termed his persecution, and the free- 
holders of Middlesex confirmed their former choice 
of him as their representative, having, at ^ previous 
meeting, agreed to support his election at their own 
expense. The return being made to the House of 
Commons, it was resolved by a majority of 225 against 
89, that Mr. Wilkes, having been once expelled, 
was incapable of sitting in the same parliament, and 
that the election was therefore void.” 

Before the sense of the county was again taken, a 
month was suffered to elapse, in hopes that the popular 
ferment might be somewhat abated in that time ; but 
the delay had a contrary effect. It afforded Wilkes’s 
partisans an opportunity of spreading the flame wider, 
and of levying contributions for bis relief, the 
first meeting called together for this purpose at the 
' London Tavern, above 30001. were immediately sub- 
scribed, and a committee was appointed to circulate 
proposals of the like kind through the kingdom, it 
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being- urged in, Wilkes’s favour, that as he had suffered 
very greatly in his private fortune, from the severe 
and repeated prosecution^ he had undergone, it seem- 
ed reasonable that those wbo suffered for the public 
good should be supported by the public. When the 
election came on again at Brentford, Mr. Dingb y, a 
mercantile gentleman, made an offer to oppose the 
favourite candidate ; but being very roughly handled 
by the populace, he thought it most prudent to retire, 
and Wilkes was chosen, for the third time, with the 
former unaniiiiity. This election being also declared 
void, and a new writ ordered. Colonel Luttrell, a 
member of the House of Commons, had the courage 
to vacate his seat by the acceptance of a nominal 
place, in order to try his strength in a contest for 
Middlesex. Mr. Whitaker, a sergeant at law, ven- 
tured also to enter the lists ; and another gentleman 
'had been nominated, but did not choose to take the 
oaths necessary on that occasion. At the close of the 
poll, the numbers were for Wilkes 114;3, for Luttrell 
296, and for Whitaker only 5; upon which the return 
was made in favour of Mr. Wilkes, Imt was, of course, 
annulled by the House of Commons; and in two days 
after, a resolution was carried by a majority of 221 
against 139, to amend the return by razing out the 
name of Mr. Wilkes, and insertingthat of Col. Luttrell 
in its place. Fourteen days having been allowed for a 
petition against this decision, one was accordingly 
presented, signed by several freeholders; which again 
brought the matter into warm and serious debate on 
the 8th of May, when the former resolution was con- 
firmed by a still greater majority. 

The right of expelling delinquents and of deciding 
on the validity of electi^s; vvhich the Commons de- 
rived from the first principles of the constitution, and. 
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had always exercised, would be a nominal or frivolous 
authority, if it were not supported by the farther 
power of excluding' such persons as they had declared 
to be ineligible or improper. The advocates for his 
expulsion argued that the right claimed by the greater 
part of the freeholders of Middlesex was no other than 
the right of doing wrong, — the right of sending inad- 
missible representatives to Parliament: that, if the 
House were obliged by the constitution to receive all 
persons duly qualified, who were returned by a majo- 
rity of the electors, Ahe latter were equally bound not 
to return disqualified persons : and that it never could 
be the intention of our wise ancestors, when they took 
«o much pains. to secure to their posterity the privilege 
of being represented by men of their own choice, that 
infidels should be the guardians of our religion, beg- 
gars the protectors of our property, or convicts the 
framers of our laws. It had been asked, under what 
head of legal disability Mr. Wilkes's exclusion was 
to be found; — or how the electors were to know it. 
The reply, however, was easy : the records of Par- 
liament would inform them. Mow, it was asked, had 
the electors learned, that judges of the superior courts 
could not be chosen representative's of the people? 
How were aliens, — how were clergymen disqualified ? 
The House had pronounced them incapable, as the 
several questions arose. In the famous case of Sir 
Robert Walpole, who was expelled the House in 1711 
for breach of trust and corruption, and re-elected for 
the borough of Lynn-llegis, the House resolved, that 
he W'as incapable of sitting in that Parliament, though 
they did not on that occasion declare Mr. Taylor, the 
candidate next upon the poll, duly elected. But in 
the case of Sergeant Comyns, who, being returned 
for the borough of Malden in the year 1715, had 
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refused to take the qualification oath, the House 
more consistently determined, that the votes g-iven to 
Comyns were lost, and that Mr. TufFiiell, next upon 
the poll, was duly elected : and, in the case cf Bed- 
ford, in the year 1727, the House, in conformity to 
the decision on the contest for Malden, declared Mr. 
Orlebar duly elected, though inferior by no less than 
225 votes on the face of the poll, to Mr, Ongley, who 
was previously disqualified by holding the office of 
commissioner of the customs. In any instance where 
the decisions of the House were found to be arbitrary 
or unjust, the united branches of the legislature might 
interpose, and, by passjng a law, regulate such deci- 
.sions for the future ; but nothing less could restrict 
the judicial power of the Commons in all cases of 
election. 

The prorogation of Parliament took place on the 
9th of May, the day after the final decision on the 
Middlesex election. In the speech from the throne, 
the proceedings of both Houses, during the session, 
were highly approved ; just acknowledgments were 
made of their readiness, as well in granting -the sup- 
plies for the service of the current year, as in enabling 
his Majesty to discharge the debt incurred on account 
of the civil government : and he exhorted them, with 
peculiar earnestness, to use their utmost efforts in 
their several counties for the maintenance of peace 
and g^ood order at home. This allusion to the per- 
turbed state of tile public mind was strongly founded 
on fact, the ferment which had been raised by the 
proceedings against Wilkes, having been far from 
subsiding at the final decision on the return for Mid- 
dlesex, which produced more general discontent than 
any other measure since the commencement of the 
reign, and afforded designing men an opportunity of 
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increasing the popular discontents, and of insinuating’ 
into the minds of the electors at large a persuasion 
that they were betrayed by their representatives, that 
their rights were trampled upon, and the constitution 
wounded in the most vital part. A few well meaning^, 
hut perhaps indiscreet friends of the ministry, thought 
it their duty, at such a time, to exert tlieir inHuence 
in procuring addresses from some counties and corpo- 
ratipns where they resided, expressive of the strongest 
-(iVtesta|;ion and abhorrence of the attempts lately made 
to spread riot, licentiousness, and disaffection through 
the kingdom. These testimonies of loyalty served 
only to stimulate the efforts of the opposite party to 
obtain petitions for the redress of alleged grievances, 
and for the banishment, as they said, of evil coun- 
sellors from his Majesty’s favour and confidence. 
The county of Middlesex took the lead on this occa- 
sion, and was soon followed by the city of London, 
in which the interest of the opposition was at that 
time predominant. But the complaints of both were 
such dulb'Yerbose repetitions of all Wilkes’s stale in- 
vectives against government, that many who approved 
of temperate appeals to the throne, shrank from the 
imitation of those disgusting patterns. Thus the career 
of petitioning stopped short almost at the very outset, 
and would have been totally relinquished, if every 
art bad not been used to efface the first unfavourable 
impressions, and to make the people believe t|}at the 
salvation of all their rights depended on their perse- 
verance and unanimity. By these means, and by 
confining most of the remonstrances to one object, 
the supposed infringement of the freedom of election, 
several counties, cities, and boroughs, were induced 
to join in the measure, and to implore the intervention 
of his Majesty’s wisdom and goodness for effectually 
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remedying that grievance. A few of them prayed in 
express terms for a dissolution of Parliament; but the 
language of the greater number was more delicate 
and respectful. 

During this contest between addressers and peti> 
tioners, some very unpleasant advices were received 
from the East Indies ; and, in the hrsf moments of 
alarm, the company’s stock fell sixty per cent. The 
immediate cause of so great a shock to their credit 
was the continuance of an expensive and disastrous 
war, in which they had been involved about the mid- 
dle of the year 1767, and which was now said to 
threaten the ruin of their trade, and the loss of their 
principal settlements. Tlie danger was, indeed, 
greatly exaggerated in these representations; but 
the company was engaged in a contest with the most 
formidable enemy they had ever encountered in that 
part of the world. This was the famous Hyder Ally, 
who, by daring treachery, and one of those amazing 
revolutions so frequent in India, had risen from a 
common seapoy to the sovereignty of an extensive 
country on the roast of Malabar. Though his ambi- 
tion increased with his power and success, yet it was 
always under the restraints of the soundest policy ; 
and while he neglected no means of securing his 
empire, and improving the discipline of his armies, 
he cautiously avoided giving any offence to the com- 
pany which could provoke or justify a wftr. On tlie 
contrary, it is asserted, that their ships were permitted 
to trade in his ports without molestation, and their 
servants had a free intercourse with his dominions, 
till the very moment of the rupture. He was not, 
however, unprepared for such an event. In addition 
to his own resourees, he had the address to gain over 
to his side the Nizam of the Decan, a potentate of 
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high rank in India, and 'whose territorie.s bordered 
upon those of the company. But notwithstanding 
the numbet of their united forces, and the extraordi- 
nary effects of the discipline introduced by Hyder, 
they were defeated with great Ipss by Colonel Smith 
near Trincomallee, on the 26th of September, 1767 ; 
after which the nizam made a separate peace with 
the English, yielding up to them a considerable ter- 
ritory, called the Balagat Carnatic. Hyder, though 
deserted by his late ally, and though in the month of 
February following he received another very severe 
blow in the loss of his whole navy at Mangalore, was 
far from betraying any symptoms of dejection or 
dismay, but transferred the w'ar to a mountainous 
part of the country, where his enemies were pre- 
vented from doing any thing deci.sive, and where he 
could avail himself of all the advantages which the 
celerity of his own army, composed chiefly of horse, 
gave him in such circumstances. At length, by a 
series of rapid movements, in which the company’s 
troops were greatly hai'assed, and their supplies often 
'intercepted, he wheeled round them, and rushed with 
desolating fury into the Carnatic. This manoeuvre 
had all the effect he could wish. They were irajne- 
diately obliged to evacuate his territories, and to 
retire in haste to the defence of their own and their 
allies. Thus he recovered, without fighting, some 
forts and strong posts which they had taken ; and, 
instead of a fugitive retreating before his enemies, 
and unable to defend his own dominions, he cilme as 
a vindictive and haughty victor to pour destruction 
into theirs. His cavalry, being now let loose into its 
proper sphere, spread far and wide its destructive 
ravages; while Hyder, with his usual sagacity, avoid* 
ed a general engagement, and contented himself \rith 
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attacking detached parties of the English army, cut- 
ting off their convoys^ and wearying them out by 
their own fruitless endeavours to bring him to action. 
Other adventurers, allured by the prospect of plunder, 
joined him in great numbers ; some of the Mahratta 
princes were on the point of entering into alliances 
with him ; and nothing less than the expulsion of the 
English seemed to be the object of such powerful 
confederacies. It Was at this stage of the war, towards 
the close of the year 1768, that the accounts were 
brought away from India, which occasioned so tnuch 
consternation among the company at home. Even 
those who knew that Hyder Ally’s whole force was 
unable to make any impression on the English set- 
tlements, were justly apprehensive of his incursions 
into the open provinces, which he laid waste, and 
thereby destroyed the company’s principal resources 
for carrying on the war. Their trade, their revenue, 
might be materially injured, though the enemy’s 
success were not such as to endanger their security. 
The progress and final issue of the war exactly cor- 
responded with these ideas. Hyder's devastations 
in the Carnatic were attended with very distressing 
effects. The Nabob of Arcot, a staunch friend and 
faithful ally of the company, was nearly rained. The 
income of the establishment at Madras being inade- 
quate to its present exigencies, large remittances 
from Bengal became necessary; and as these were 
unavoidably made in a base kind of gold coin, tfae 
loss in the difference of exchange only was said to 
amount to 40.000/. A stop was also put to the usual 
investments from Madras to China, no silver being 
now stirring in the country, and the manufactures 
at a stand from the fear of the enemy. But the 
knost provoking circumstance of all was the eyer 
VOL. 1 . 3 a 
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vatchAlil sagacity with which Hyder baffled every 
effort of the company's forces, either to check his 
oareer, or to bring him to close action. The 6rst 
defeat which he had sustained from Colotiel Smith, in 
the year 1767; made him extremely cautious^ and 
though he was tempted in October 176S, at the head 
of 14,000 horse and six battalions of seapoys, to 
attack a detachment of 460 Europeans, and 2300 
seapoys, commanded by Colonel Wood, the neces- 
sity of retreating, after an obstinate contest of six 
hours, afforded him another mortifying proof of the 
superiority of his adversaries, which no numbers, 
'fflscipline, or exertions on his part, were able to 
. r^unterbalance, He therefore adhered to his pre- 
datory plan ; and as he had totally laid aside the 
heavy. Unwieldy cannon -before used by the Indian 
princes/ and took care to prevent his troops from 
being encumbered with baggage, nothing could equal 
the celerity of his motions. In the month of March 
1769, having given the English army in the Carnatic 
the sKp, he suddenly appeared in force at the gates 
of Madras. The presidency now thought proper to 
enter into a negociation for peace, proposing a truce 
of hfty days for that purpose; but Hyder would 
grant a cessation of arnls for seven days only, in 
which time articles of accommodation were signed, 
(April the 3rd,) and the conquests on both sides 
reciprocally restored. Previous to the knowledge of 
this event in England, the proprietors of East India 
stock, alarmed at its continual depression, and struck 
with the necessity of taking strong measures for the 
correction of abuses and mismanagement abroad, hiTd 
determined to send out a committee df supervision to 
Bengal^ with full authority to examine into and rec* 
tify the concerns of evefy department, and v^ed 
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with an absolute power of control over all the servants 
(4 the compatiyinlndia. Mr.yanBittart,Mr. Scraftun, 
and Colonel Ford, were nominated supervisors, and 
sailed frocn England, in the Aurora frigate, the lat- 
ter end of September; but, by some fatal mischance, 
neither they nor the vessel were ever more heard oft 
The accounts brought over from America in the 
course of the year, though not so immediately alarm- 
ing as those from the East Indies, afforded but little 
prospect of future tranquillity iu that quarter. As 
soon as the joint address of both Houses of Parlia- 
ment on the subject of the disorders at Boston was 
published in the colonies, the assembly of Virginia 
came to several resolutions, asserting in very plain 
terms the sole right of taxing themselves, the privi- 
lege of petitioning the sovereign for redress of griev- 
ances, the lawfulness of engaging other provinces to 
concur in such applications to the throne, and the 
injustice of having* accused persons scMit to he tried 
beyond the sens, which, they said, was highly dero- 
gatory to the rights of British subjects. They ordered 
their speaker to transmit copies of these resolutions 
to the different assemblies throughout the continent, 
and to request their concurrence. Next day, May 
the 17th, on being dissolved by the governor. Lord 
Bottetourt, who could not connive at such proceed- 
ings, they voted themselves into a convention, and 
then signed an act of association' against importing 
not only the taxed commodities/ but wines and several 
other articles. The province of Maryland followed 
the example in respect to the non-importation agree- 
ment; and the North Carolina assembly adopting, by 
an express vote, all the other resolutions, were dis- 
solved by Governor Tryon. The very first step 
taken by the general court of Massachuset's Bay, 

3 A 3 
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when called together in the summer according to 
their charter, was to present an address to Governor 
Bernard for the removal of the naval and military 
force stationed in the town and harbour of Boston.. 
He told them, he had no such authority; and as 
they refused to proceed to business, while surrounded 
with an armed force, he adjourned the court to the 
town of Cambridge ; soon after which, they passed 
resolutions similar to those of Virginia, and a vote, 
“ that the sending ai) armed force into the colony, 
under the pretence of assisting the civil power, was 
highly dangerous to the people, unprecedented, and 
unconstitutional.” Being called upon by the gover- 
nor to declare, whether they would or would not 
make provision for the troops, agreeably, to the in- 
junctimi of the act of Parliament, they answered, 
that it was inconsistent with their honour, their inte- 
rest, and their doty, to provide funds for any such 
purpose. Upon this, the governor prorogued them 
to the 10th of January following, in order to give 
time for the abatement of their violence, and for the 
operation of Lord Hillsborough’s letter on the intended 
repeal of some obnoxious taxes. The motives by 
which the ministry were influenced, in resolving upon 
such a measure, have been already explained ; and as 
they wished to be enabled to speak with some con- 
fidence of its probable efliects, before they submitted 
it to the consideration of the legislature, the Parlia- 
ment which wM to have met in November, was 
^farther prorogued to January. 

Wilkes’s long-pending action against the Earl of 
Halifax, and the messengers who executed the gene- 
ral ’’-warraDts, which had been commenced in 1763, 
wd^ tried before Sir John Eardley Wilmot, and 
special jury, on the 13th of November, 1769. Ser- 
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^ant Glynn ar^ueil, that, of all illegal outrages, this 
was one that required the most redress, and the jury 
gave a verdict for the plaintiff, with 4000/. damages. 
It had. previously transpired that his Majesty's plea- 
sure had been signified, that all the expenses attend- 
ing this prosecution should be defrayed by the crown: 

Tn the mean time a very serious object of domestic 
concern exercised the vigilance and wisdom of govern- 
ment. A contagions distemper, which had spread its 
ravages among the horned cattle in the United Pro- 
vinces, during the summer and autumn, broke out in 
England at the approach of winter, and excited very 
alarming apprehensions. The mortality abroad bad 
been dreadful beyond example, almost 3^3,000 having 
been swept away by the disease in the course of five 
months, in the districrts of North and South Holland 
alone. No precaution had been neglected to prevent 
the infection from reaching the British coast; and 
upon the first notice of its actual nppearance> imme- 
diate directions were issued, by the advice of the 
privy council, for every step to be taken that appeared 
most capable of checking its fartlier progress. The 
evil was so efi'ectu-ally stopped by these means, that 
many persons afterwards doubted the reality of its 
existence. 

At the opening of the ae.ssion on the 9ih of January, 
1770, his Majesty took notice of the endeavours he 
had used, to check the spreading of the contagion ; 
and recommended to Parliament the consideration of 
more permanent measures for securing the kingdom 
against so great a calamity : he then touched upon 
some topics concerning the disturbances in the north 
of Europe, the war between Russia and Turkey, 
occasioned by the troubled state of Poland, being 
still in progress, and expressed a strong ht^pe tbat 
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they would not extend to any parif where the aecu* 
rity, honour, or interest of the nation mig'ht moke it 
necessary for his crown to become a party : he 
lamented the . steps taken, iii some of the colonies to 
destroy the commercial connexion between them and 
the mother country; and concluded with pointing 
out the happy consequences that must flow from their 
tultivating that spirit of harmony, which became 
those who had in view the true interest of . their 
country. 

The members of the opposition embraced the oppor- 
tunity afforded by the usual motion for an address, 
to propose an amendment, assuring his Majesty that 
they would immediately inquire into the causes of the 
discontents in every part of his dominions. This 
produced long debates, which were carried on with 
great acrimony, but with no other effect than that 
of. discovering a few rem^arkable desertions from the 
ministry in both Houses. The Marquis of Granby, 
commander - in - chief of the forces, voted for the 
amendment in the Commons, and recanted his former 
opinions in favour of Colonel Luttrell, which, he said, 
arose from his not having duly considered the nice 
distinction between expulsion and incapacitation. 
The marquis’s candour was warmly applauded by 
the party ta:)Whom he became a proselyte, and on 
whose account he resigned all his places, except the 
regiment of Blues. But he did not long enjoy their 
applause, as he died a few months after, with a cha* 
i^ter very amiable jn private life, highly esteemed 
in his military profession, though without any pre- 
tensions to that political sagacity, that vigour of 
understanding, and extent of information, which are 
of so much importance in the cabinet The ministry 
felt the •lossr.of Lord Camden much more severely. 
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He joined his friend the Earl of Chatham, inrho 
moved the amendment in the House df Lords, where; 
however, it was negatived b^' a great majorityl Mr. 
Charles Yorke, attorney-general, son of the late Lord 
Chancellor Hardwicke, a man of the highest profes- 
sional ability, accepted the great seal at his Majesty’s 
request; and a patent was immediately ordered far 
his elevation to the peerage, by the title of Lord 
Morden. But in consequence of his death, which 
suddenly happened three days after, the seal was put 
into commission till the beginning of the next year, 
when it was given to Judge Bathurst, liord Mans- 
field, in the mean time, officiating as speaker. A 
vacancy of the latter kind having been occasioned 
in the Commons, at the very same juncture, by Sir 
John Cost’s illness, which soon terminated in his 
death, two candidates were put in nomination. Sir 
Fletcher Norton by Lord North, and the Right Hon. 
Thomas Townshend by Lord John Cavendish. In 
this trial of parliamentary strength, the minister's 
friend was cho.sen by a majority of 237 against 121. 
Before the end of the month the Duke of Grafton 
resigned, although he declared that he would still 
continue to support the measures of administration ; 
and Lord North took his place at the head of the 
treasury, without relinquishing his former office of 
chancellor of the exchequer. These changes wfere fol- 
lowed by some others. The Earl of Bristol choosing 
the tranquil post of first lord of the bed-chamber^ 
vacated by the Earl of Huntingdon, the privy-seal 
was delivered to the, Earl of Halifax : Mr. Dunning; 
the solicitor-general, resigned that employment to 
Mr. Thurlow, a barrister, then rising into conse- 
quence ; and dne of the vacant seats ait the admiralty- 
board was filled by Mff Charles Fox, who had just 
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Ixiglin' to attract public notice by an early display pf 
bis BStdniahing talents. - • 

On the day after the resignation of the Duke of 
Grafton, the House of Coninions resolved itself into 
a grand committee on the state of the nation, and 
Mr. Dowdeswell moved, “ that the House, in the 
exercise of its jurisdiction, ought to judge of elec- 
tions by the Jaw of the land, and by the custom and 
practice of Parliament, which is part of that law.” 
To this motion Lord North moved, as an amendment, 
“ and that the judgment of this House, in the case of 
John Wilkes, Esq. vras agreeable to the law of the 
land, and fully authorized by the practice of X’arlia- 
ment." This was opposed, as a perversion of the 
meaning of the resolution ; but it was carried, on a 
division, by 224 against ISO voices. On the 2d of 
February, the day previously fixed upon by the Peers 
for resolving themselves into a committee. Lord Rock- 
ingham moved, “ that the House of Commons, in 
the exercise of its judicial authority in matters of 
election, is bound to judge according to the law of 
the land, and the known and established law and 
custom of Parliament, which is part thereof.” The 
motion was fopported by the Earl of Chatham,, who 
condemned the conduct of the House of Commons 
in terms of great asperity •, denominating the vote 
of that House, which had made Colonel Luttrell a 
representative for Middlesex, “ a gross invasion of 
the rights of election, a dangerous violation of the 
English constitution, and a corrupt sacrifice of their 
own honour.” The question l)eing put, it was resolv- 
ed, that the speaker should resume the chair. The 
original motion having been thus evaded. Lord March- 
mont moved, “ that any resolution of this House, 
directly or indirectly impeaching a judgment qf the 
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House of Commons, in a matter where their jurist 
diction is competent, final, and conclusive, would be 
a violation of the constitutional right of the Conimons, 
tending to make a breach between the two Houses 
of Parliament, and leading to a general confusion.’' 
This motion, after considerable debate, was carried ; 
but a strong and animated protest was entered 
against it. 

On the 14th of March, Mr. Beckford, then a 
second time lord-mayor, attended by the sheriffs, a 
few of the aldermen, and a great body of the com- 
mon council, with a prodigious mob, w'ent to St. 
James’s, and there presented to the King what was 
called the humble address, remonstrance, and petition 
of the city of London. It stated, that the complaints 
made in a former petition remained unanswered, and 
that the injuries were confirmed ; that the only judge 
removeable at the pleasure of the crown had been 
dismissed, for defending in Parliament the laws and 
the constitution ; that the decision on the Middlesex 
election was a deed more ruinous in its consequences 
than the levying of ship money by Charles the First, 
or the dispensing power assumed by James the Se- 
cond j that the House of Commons did not represent 
the people; and that its sitting was continued for no 
other reason but because it M'as corruptly subservient 
to the designs of his Majesty’s ministers. The peti- 
tioners concluded with reminding his Majesty of hit 
coronation oath, and with assuring themselves that 
he would dissolve the Parliament, and remove those 
evil ministers for ever from his council, His Ma- 
jesty’s reply strongly marked the royal displeasure ; 
and on the following day, a motion was made in the 
House of Commons, for a copy of the remonstrance* 
AS well as of his Majeijty’s answer. This motion was 
VOL. I. ^ ™ 
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carried by a majority of alipost three to one', after a 
Tvarm debate, in which the lord-mayor, Alderman 
Trecothick one of the city members, 'and both the 
shtrids Townshend and Sawbridge, gloried in the 
part they had taken in that transaction. The papers 
having been laid before the House, fresh debates 
arose on a motion for an address to his Majesty, and 
another for the concurrence of the Lords, to testify 
the extreme concern and indignation wliich both 
Houses felt at the language of the remonstrance. 
The address w as afterwards presented to the King, 
who returned a most gracious answer. 

In the midst of this season of heat and discussion, 
which in a greater or le.ss degree was extended to 
every corner of the kingdom, Mr. George Grenville 
brought in his famous bill for regulating the pro- 
ceedings of the House of Commons on controverted 
elections. He stated the abuses which existed, and 
the nature of the plan he proposed for their correc- 
tion. Formerly, he observed, the trials of contested 
elections had been always by a select committee, 
chiefly composed of the most learned and experienced 
of the House and while that custom continued, the 
litigant parties and the nation at large were generally 
well satisfied with the decisions. But, by degrees, 
the committees of elections having been enlarged, and 
all who came having voices, a shameful partiality 
prevailed ; so that by way of remedy, while Mr. 
Onslow was speaker, the admirable order with which 
he conducted himself made such as wished for a fair 
trial of their cause, desire it might be heard' at the 
bar of the House. This method, however, was found 
to be very defective and inconyenienf. The number 
of the judges, which exceeded that of any other 
judicature in the world, and tb^ir being under no tie 
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of oaths or honour to prevent any secret bias f^otii 
operating' on their * minds, left full scope for the 
influence of friendship, importunity, and party con« 
nexion. The trying of such questions at the bat 
yyas also an insuperable obstruction to all other public 
business; a'nd especially in the first session of a nenf 
Parliament, they took up so much time, that the 
House could scarcely attend to any thiii|c else. Mr. 
Grenville’s bill for remedying these evils, proposed, 
that when a petition complaining of an undue elec* 
tion WHS presented, and a d'ay appointed for henring 
its' merits, against w'hich the parties were to have 
their witnesses ready, the House on that day sbotdd 
be counted, and if 100 members were not present, 
no other business should be gone into unt.l that 
number assembled, at which time the names of thO 
members in the House were to be put into six urns, 
from each of which tl.e clerk should alternately draw 
a name, to the number of forty-nine ; the sitting 
Hfembtrs and petitioners might also nominate one 
each. Lists of the forty-nine were then to be given 
to the sitting member, the petitioners, their counsel, 
or agents, who, with the clerk, were to withdraw, 
and to strike off one alternately, beginning on thd 
part of the petitioners, till the number was reduced 
to thirteen. These, with the two norafnees, were to 
be sworn a select committee, impowered'to send for 
persons, papers, and records; to examine witnesses; 
and finally to determine the matter in dispute. I'his 
excellent bill, though opposed by some of the minis- 
try, was carried through both Houses with irresis- 
tible vigour, and received the royal assent on the 
12th of April. At first the bill was made temporary, 
that in case the experiment did not succeed, it might 
expire of itself; but- its good effects, when reduced 
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to practice, became so evident, that, in four years 
after, an act was passed for renderings it perpetual. 
Sonae improvements have since been made in several 
of its clauses, but the principle is unalterably good ; 
and it remains a laking monument of the sound sense, 
integrity, and patriotism of its amiable author. As 
bis parliamentary exertions ended with bis life soon 
after the passing of this bill, it may be properly 
called his last legacy to the British nation. He took 
a share in only one debate after, and died on the first 
day of the succeeding session, November 13th, 1770. 

A petition having been presented to Parliament 
by the American merchants, stating the great loss 
they sustained in consequence of the duties on goods 
exported to the colonies. Lord North, in the begin< 
ning of March, brought in a bill for their repeal, 
excepting the duty of threepence per pound on tea, 
with the continuance of which he thought the Ame- 
ricans could not be justly dissatisfied, as, when that 
was laid on, another was taken off by a drawback of 
twenty-five per cent, from the English duties allowed 
to the exporter. But his lordship’s most plausible 
argument for retaining any part of an act which he 
admitted to be inconsistent with the true spirit of 
commercial policy, was, that a total repeal would be 
asc ribed by the colonists, not to the gcKjdness, but to 
the fears of government j and would encourage them 
to make fresh demands, — .to rise in their turbulence, 
instead of returning to their duty. There was some- 
thing specious, though not conclusive, in this mode 
of reasoning. But when his lordship, in the ardour 
of debate, farther asserted, that a total repeal could 
not ke thought of till America was prostrate at our 
feet, he destroyed beforehand all the favourable effects 
of partial concession ; and his half advances to regain 
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the affections of America, were unhappily converted 
into an insult on her- feelings. This circumstance, 
however, did not prevent his proposal from being 
adopted, though it was opposed with unusual strength 
of numbers, as well as of argument. Governor 
Fownall's speech in reply, in which he endeavoured 
to demonstrate the inefficacy of a partial repeal, 
and to enforce the necessity of extending it to the 
whole act, made such impression on the House, 
that an amendment, conformable to this idea, was 
negatived by a majority of only 62 in a division of 
946 members. About a month after, Alderman Tre- 
cothick gave the object of the amendment a new 
form, by moving for leave to bring in a bill to repeal 
the American duty on tea, but the question to go 
into the other orders of the day was carried by the 
ministry, on this ground, that the motion exactly 
aimed at doing in a bill what had before been 
attempted in an amendment; and that it was con- 
tradictory to a well-known rule of the House, to 
bring on again, in the same session, any thing which 
had already received a formal negative. 

On the 1st of May, Lord Chatham presented a 
bill for reversing the adjudications of the House of 
Commons, whereby Wilkes had been adjudged inca- 
pable of being elected a member to serve in that 
Parlianient, and the freeholders of the county of 
Middlesex had been deprived of one of their legal 
representatives. The bill was rejected by a radjority 
of 89 against 43, Lord Chatham then desired that 
their lordships might be summoned for the 4th of 
May; when he moved, “ that it is the opinion of the 
House, that the advice inducing his Majesty’s answer 
to the late address of the city of London, is of a most 
dangerous tendency ; inasmuch as the exercise of the 
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clearest rights of the Riibjert has been thereby checked 
lind reprimaiiiled ; nn answer so harsh, as to have no 
prereiient in the history of tliis country, anil such ai 
the Stuarts had never dared to venture upon in th« 
zenith of their power.” The inotion was negatived 
by a great majority. Lord Chatham next moved 
fbr an address to the King to dissol ve the Parliament 
This motion was of course negatived. However, on 
the 1st of June, a committee, delegated by the citj 
of London^ waited on his lordship with a vote of 
thanks for the zeal he had shewn in support of thoss 
invaluable and sacred privileges, the right of election 
and the right of pet tion, as well as for the wishes 
Expressed hy him, that Parliaments .may be restored 
to thflir original purity, by shortening their duration, 
and introducing a more full and equal representa* 
tion.” 

It has been before intimated, that the arrival in 
Boston of some troops, towards the latter end of thei 
year 1768, put a stop to the disorders which thett 
prevailed there, and established what might be called 
a sullen and treacherous repose, rather than a perfect 
tranquillity. The nvalecontents were, for some time, 
aw'ed by superior force ; but this force being after- 
wards diminished by the departure of two of the 
regiments for Halifax, the spirit of turbulence and 
inction broke out upon several occasions. It was 
not, however, till the beginning of the year 1770, 
that any serious quarrel took place between the mili- 
tary and the inhabitants at Boston. The circumw 
stances of this unfortunate afluir have been described 
in the following manner. A private of the twenty^v 
ninth regiment passing along a public rope-walk, on 
Saturday the 3d of March, was provoked, by very 
insulting words, to engage a few of his comradea te^ 
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fi^ht the rope Diftkei^. The battle beings indecisive, 
it \«as agreed to renew it on the Monday after. The 
populace in the interim beings fully apprized of the 
intended encounter, assembled in t;reat numbers, arm- 
ed with clubs and wea]:>ons, at the time appointed ; 
the hells also ring’ll!^ an alarum, and violent clamours 
of I'oTvn-horn, turn out, being heard in all parts of 
the city. The mob directed its course to Bliirray’s . 
barracks, and dared the soldiery by very offensive 
language to combat, which they were with great 
difficulty prevented from doing by the officers. At 
length retiring from, timse barracks, the populace, 
having their ardour rekindled by indamiuatory ha- 
rangues, took another route, and marched in different 
divisions towards the main-guard. Captain Preston, 
the officer on duty, on the appearance of the multi- 
tude, who with oaths and menace.s pressed in upon the 
guards, advancing to the very points of their bayonets, 
endeavoured, by every effort, to restrain the soldiers 
from violence ; but a party, the most furious of the 
populace, in sailors’ habits, struck the guns down with 
thtir clubs; and a blow was aimed by one of them 
at Captain Pre.ston: on which a confused noise of 
“Fire!” was heard; and several pieces being dis- 
charged, three or four persons were killed, and about 
twice that number wounded. The'drums now beat 
every where to arms, and the townsmen assembled, 
to the amount of many thousands : but Lieutenant- 
governor Hutchinson at length making his appear- 
ance, they were prevailed upon by his persuasions 
and ns.surances of legal redress to disperse, about 
midnight. Next morning, they collected again in 
vast bodies; and the lieutenant-governor assembling 
a council, was urged to issue hi.s orders for the 
mmediate rempval of the troops. He said, he hpd 
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no aathority for that purpose, as it was vested in the 
gen^^at New York : but the couacil bein^ unani- 
mously of opinion, that it was necessary for his 
Majesty's service, the good order of (he town, and 
the peace of the province, the commanding officers 
of the two regiments consented to withdraw them 
to Castle William. The ferment began to subside 
on their removal, and on the commitment of Captain 
Preston and some of his men to prison, in order to 
take their trial, as not having acted under the sanction 
of the civil magistrate. They were all honourably 
acquitted, except two of the privates, who were 
found guilty of manslaughter. 

In a few days after the report of these transactions 
reached England, Alderman Trecothick moved for 
copies of all narratives of any disputes or disturb- 
ances between the troops stationed in North America 
and the inhabitants of the colonies, with copies also 
of the instructions sent out by administration relative 
to such disturbances. These papers, with a reserve 
of names, and other particulars of material secrecy, 
being obtained, and read on the 9th of May, Mr. 
Burke proposed several resolutions of censure on the 
late measures of government with regard to the colo- 
nies, but the first of his resolutions was negatived 
by a majority of 197 to 79 ; and the rest were lost 
without a division. A debate on the same subject in 
the House df Lords had nearly a similar issue, the 
question for adjoivrnment being carried by GO against 
Stk Next day, (May 19,) the business of the sup- 
plies, and some other matters of immediate exigency 
being satisfactorily settled, the Parliament w'as pro- 
rogued with the usual compliipents from the throne, 
and with particular thanks to the Commons for hav- 
ihg^judicioij^ly provided for discharging a considerable 
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part of the national debt, without laying any farther 
burden on his Majesty's subjects. 

The supplies voted for the service of the current 
year, and for redeeming one million an4 ^ half of 
three and a half per cent, annuities, did not amount 
to quite seven millions and a half; while the ways 
and means were deemed sufficient, without, any new 
tax, not only to provide for that expenditure, but to 
afford a surplus of 340,000/. 

In this sketch of the most remarkable proceedings 
of the session, we must not omit to notice a subject 
which was introduced by Mr. Walsingham. It 
related to an extraordinary prorogation of the Irish 
Parliament in December, 1760. At the first meeting 
of that Parliament about two months before, both 
Houses seemed to vie with each other in their 
expressions of duty and gratitude to the throne, and 
of esteem and respect for the lord-lieutenant. They 
also gave a proof of their sincerity by readily assent- 
ing to a bill for the augmentation of the forces, which 
had failed of success at the breaking up of the last 
Parliament. But this sunshine of harmony between 
the governor and the governed was soon overcast. 
By the famous law passed in the reign of Henry the 
Seventh, under the administration of Sir Edward 
Poyning, and - thence called Poyning's law, it was 
enacted, “That the lord - lieutenant and council 
should, under the great seal of Ireland, certify to the 
King' and English privy council, the laws proposed 
to be passed in each succeeding parliament, in order 
to have the sanction of the great seal of England, 
previous to their being submitted to the Irish Parlia- 
ment for its assent or dissent.” The rigour of this 
law, which jealous policy had too long considered as 
the chief bond of the dependance of the sister king- 
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dom, 'was a little mitifated in modern times by the 
practice of introducing Heads of a Bill into the Irish 
Parliament, in order, when the approbation of that 
assembly was obtained, to be transmitted to England 
under the usual forms. The old method, however, 
was always revived at the beginning of every Farlia- 
Dient, in order to keep up the claim of the privy 
council, and it had been repeatedly submitted to, 
though not without violent altercation. In confor- 
mity to this practice, a money bill certified by the 
privy council of Ireland, and sanctioned by the seal 
of Great Britain, was brought into the Irish House 
df Commons, but did not meet with the usual success 
there. A very considerable majority maintained, 
that Poyning’s law, and other subsequent statutes by 
which that law was modified and enforced, made no 
specihc mention of money bills, which might therefore 
by just inference be supposed excepted. They said, 
if the granting of money for the support of govern- 
ment were not vested in the Commons, they could 
no longer be considered as- .representatives of the 
people, but merely as registers of the edicts of the 
privy council. The bill was accordingly rejected, 
on the ground of its not having originated in the 
House of Commons. This objection did not impede 
the national supply another money bill being.pas8ed 
in the usual form with the greatest unanimity. The 
lord-lieutenant, though he acknowledged the libera- 
lity of the grant, protested against the right claimed 
by the House of Commons, and endeavoured, ^ but in 
vain, to enter his protest upon their journals. The 
Lords, however, were not ^equally inflexible; his 
excellency’s protest being, after much opposition, 
recorded in the journals of the Peerage. The Parlia- 
ment was immediately prorogued with some inconve- 
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nience to the public ; and these proceedings havings 
excited considerable attention in England, it was 
moved, in the Commons, that the instructions, in 
consequence of which the Parliament of Ireland had 
been prorogued, should be laid before the House. 
Lord North opposed- tliis motion, which was nega» 
tived by a majority of more than two to one. 

On' the 23d of May, four days after the rising 
of Parliament,^ the throne was assailed with another 
remonstrance from the city of London, lamenting the 
heavy displeasure under which they had fallen with 
his Majesty, in consequence of the sentiments ex- 
pressed in their late petition and remonstrance, to 
which they nevertheless still adhered, and again urged 
the dissolution of Parliament, and the removal of his 
Majesty’s ministers, ns the only means of reparation 
that were left for the injured electors of Great Bri- 
tain. The King, in answer, declared, that he should 
have been wanting to the public, as well as to him- 
self, if he had not expressed his dissatisfaction at such 
an address; and that he should ill deserve to ha con- 
sidered as the father of his people, if he could sulFec 
himself to be prevailed upon to make any use of his 
prerogative, which he thought inconsistent with the 
interest, and dangerous to the conslitution of the 
kingdom. The lord-mayor, Beckford, who presented 
the remonstrance, and who might easily foresee the 
manner in which it would be received, begged leave 
to answer the King. In the momentary, confusion 
which this demand occasioned, permission was grant- 
ed ; andj with great composure, he delivered the 
following extraordinary address : — 

“ Most gracious Sovereign, 

“ Will your Majesty be pleased so for to conde- - 
scehd, as to permit the mayor of your loyal city of 

3 c 2 
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London, to declare in your royal presence, on behalf 
of fellow citizens, how much the bare apprehen- 
sion of your Majesty's displeasure would, at all times, 
affect their minds; the declaration of that displeasure 
has already filled them with inexpressible anxiety, 
and with the deepest affliction. Permit me. Sire, to 
assure your Majesty, that your Majesty has not in 
all your dominions any subjects more faithful, more 
dutiful, or more-affectionate to your Majesty’s person 
and family, or more ready to sacrifice their lives and 
fortunes in the maintenance of the true honour and 
dig'iiity of your crown. We do, therefore, with the 
greatest humility and submission, most earnestly 
supplicate your Majesty, that you will not dismiss us 
from your presence without expressing a more favour- 
able opinion of your faithful citizens, and without 
some comfort, without some prospect, at least, of 
redress. Permit me. Sire, further to observe, that 
whoever has already dared, or shall hereafter endea- 
vour by false insinuations and suggestions, to alienate 
your Majesty’s affections from your loyal subjects in 
general, and from the city of London in particular, 
and to withdraw your confidence to and regard for 
your people, is an enemy to your Majesty’s person 
and family, a violator of the public peace, and a 
betrayer of our happy constitution as it was esta- 
blished at the glorious and necessary revolution.” 

The King, who had been accused of the indecorum 
of laughing at the former address, now reddened with 
anger and astonishment, and remained in profound 
silence; but when the lord -mayor, a short time 
afterwards, went to St. James’s with the customary 
congratulations on the birth of a princess, he W'as 
informed, “ that as his lordship had thought fit to 
speak to his Majesty after his answer to the late 
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remonstrance, as it was unusual, liis Majesty desired 
that nothing of the kind might happen for the future.” 

The rejdy of Beckford, considered as an extempore 
effusion, conferred much credit on the abilities of the . 
speaker, whose efforts in Parliament had been far fron^ 
brilliant ; but it has sidce been coniidently asserted, 
that it was written for the occasion by Horne Tooh^, 
a man of considerable literary ability, and committed 
to memory for the occasion by the lord-mayor, whor-. 
though tottering on the brink of the grave, possessed 
an undaunted spirit and much democratic pride. Ha 
died on the 21st of June, being less than a month 
after this occurrence ; and his political zeal was so 
highly popular in the city, that a statue was erected 
in Guildhall to his memory, on which his reply to the 
King is inscribed at length. 

Among innumerable political publications to which 
the state of parties gave rise about this period, the 
Letters of Junius more particularly attracted the 
attention of the nation. They were written in a style 
so masterly, as to be generally considered, in point of 
composition, equal to any literary production in the 
English language j but they consisted of little more 
than splendid declamation and poignant invective, 
and discovered a cool and deliberate, malignity of 
disposition, which, now that the passions and fpllies 
of. the day have subsided, and given place to otlier 
passions and other follie.s, must excite disgust at least 
proportionate to our admiration. This writer did not 
hesitate, in numerous instances, to insinuate the most 
criminal charges against persons the most distin- 
guished in life, and without supporting them, though 
frequently called upon, by even the shadow of a 
proof. The Prince.ss-do wager of Wales, the Duke 
of Bedford, the Duke of Grafton, and Sir William 
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Draper, were the principal subjects of his calumny. 
The most memorable of these celebrated letters is 
that addressed to the King^, in which the writer, with 
equal elegance and energy of diction, exhibits to the 
view of his sovereign a most striking picture of his 
administration. “ Whichever way,” says he, " your 
majesty turns your eyes, you see nothing but per- 
plexity and distress. You have still an honourable 
part to act : Discard those little personal resentments;, 
which have too long directed your public conduct ; 
come forward to your people; lay aside the wretched 
formalities of a King ; tell them you have been fatally 
decejved. This is not a time to tride with your for- 
tune ;Hhe people of England are loyal to the house 
of Hanover, not from a vain preference of one family 
to another, but from a conviction that the establish- 
ment of that family was necessary to the support of 
their civil and religious liberties. This, Sir, is a 
principle of allegiance equally solid and rational, fit 
for Englishmen to adopt, and well worthy of your 
Majesty’s encouragement. We cannot long be de- 
luded by nominal distinctions ; the name of Stuart 
of itself is only contemptible ; armed with the sove- 
reign authority, their principles are formidable : The 
prince, who imitates their conduct, should be warned 
by their example, and, while he plumes himself upon 
the security of his title to the throne, should remember, 
that, as it was acquired by one revolution, it may be 
lost by another.” Upon the publication of this letter, 
the attorney -general filed a bill ex officio, in the court 
of King’s Bench, against the publisher, Woodfall, for 
uttering a false and seditions libel. Lord Mansfield, 
in Sliming up the evidence, informed the jury, that 
the fact of publication was all that came under their 
cognizance; the question of libel or no libel being a 
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mere question of law, to be decided by the court. 
Jifter nine hours’ deliberation, the jury returned their 
verdict “ Guilty of printings and publishing only," 
which amounted to an. abs6lute acquittal, and the 
defendant wtfs discharged amidst the unbounded 
acclamations of the people. 

The term of Wilkes’s confinement having expired 
in April, he was discharged from the King’s Bench 
prison, securities being given for his future good 
behaviour. The committee of the supporters of the 
bill of rights, as they called themselves, who had 
received subscriptions for his relief from different 
parts of the kingdom, and even from America, com- 
promised all his debts, which amounted to very near 
20,000f. besides supplying him with lOOOf. for his 
maintenance, paying off his two fines of 500^ each, 
and defraying the expenses of his three last elections 
for Middlesex, which did not fall much short of 2000Z. 
But these were not the only fruits which Wilkes 
reaped from the folly of the multitude, and the ill- 
timed severity of government. A single glance at 
his farther progress will illustrate this remark. The 
week after his release from prison, he was admitted 
alderman of Farringdon Without: he then rose, at 
very short intervals, to the honours of sheriff in 1771, 
and of lord-mayor in 1775: his next care was to 
secure for himself the more lucrative and permanent 
office of chamberlain : in the year 1774, he and his 
friend Sergeant Glynn were returned for Middlesex 
without any opposition: in 1780, he was re-chosen 
for the same county; and in 1783, upon a total change 
of ministry, he succeeded in a motion for having all 
the declarations, orders, and resolutions of the House 
of Commons respecting his former incapacity, and the 
decision in favour of Colonel Luttrell, expunged from 



302 HISTORY OF ENGLAND. [L770. 

the journals. The close of his political career did not 
prove quite so flattering' to his vanity. When he 
ceased to be a supposed object of persecution, he 
quickly sunk, as Mr. Grenville had justly predicted, 
'into his orig^inal insignificance. At the genera] elec- 
tion in 1700, he met with the most scornful and 
humiliating rebuff from that very county, and those 
very people, of whom he had been so long the idol; 
but, to use his own metaphor, his nest was then so 
well " feathered with the pluckings of his favourite 
goose,” that he could easily console himself for the 
loss of unmerited popularity. 

The tumultuous joy of the populace on having Wilkes 
once more let loose amongst them, and on Beckford’s 
fancied triumph over majesty itself, bad scarcely 
subsided, when the attention both of the public and 
of government was called off to an object of much 
greater moment, the jfrobability of a rupture with 
Spain. A frigate from the Southern Ocean, which 
arrived at Plymouth on the 3rd of June, brought 
advices of a formal^warning given by the Spaniards 
to the English to quit a settlement lately made at 
Falkland Islands, though sanctioned by the double 
right of discovery and possession. These islands, 
which are situated at a small distance from the 
southern extremity of America, were first observed 
by Captain Davis in the year 1592, but did not 
receive their present name till the reign of William 
the Third, They were afterwards visited by some 
ships belonging to St. Maloes, whence they were 
called the Malouines by the French, rather from an 
impulse of national vanity, than from any conviction 
of the validity of their title. The rigour of the cli- 
m^Jte, the Sterility of the soil, and the exposure of all 
the islands on that coast to almost perpetual storms, 
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even in the summer months, were such discouraging^ 
circumstances, that above a century and a half elapsed 
before any European nation attempted to make > a 
settlement there. It was first remarked by Lord 
Anson, on his return from his famous voyage round 
the globe in 1744, that the possession of a port to 
the southward of the Brazils would be of signal ser- 
vice to future navigators for refitting their ships, and 
providing them with necessaries previously to their 
passage through the Straits of Magellan, or the dou- 
bling Cape Horn ; and among other places eligible 
for this pur|)ose, he specified Falkland islands. About 
ten 3 ’^ears after, on his lordship’s advancement to the 
head of the admiralty, a plan in conformity to his 
ideas was on the point of being carried into execu- 
tion ; but strong remonstrances against it being made 
by the King of Spain, under the old pretence of his 
exclusive right to all ~the Magellanic regions, the 
project, though not expressly given up, was suflfered 
to lie dormant. It was revived in the year 1764, 
under the auspices of Lord Egmont, who then pre- 
sided at the admiralty board, and by whose advice 
Commodore Anson being sent out to take possession 
of those islands, executed the order with the usual 
fornialities j made a settlement ; and erected a small 
fort in the vicinity of a commodious harbour, to 
which the name of Port Egmont was given. It hap- 
pened that, about the same time, a settlement had also 
been made, and a fortress erected, by the celebrated 
French navigator, M. de Bougainville, on another of 
those islands to the eastward, of "the English settle- 
ment, under the name of St. Louis. But in conse- 
quence of the representations of the court of Madrid 
to the court of Versailles, this was yielded up in 1766 
to the Spaniards, who changed its name to that of 
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Port Solidad. Towards the close of the year 1769, 
Captain Hunt of the Tamar frigate, cruising off the 
islands, fell in with a Spanish schooner belonging to 
Fort Solidad, and, agreeably to what he conceived to 
be his duty, charged the commander of the schooner 
to depart from that coast, as it was the property of 
his Britannic Majesty. The schooner obeyed; but 
soon returned with an officer on board, bringing with 
him a letter from the governor of Buenos Ayres, 
addressed to Captain Hunt, in which the governor 
in his turn warned the captain to depart from a coast 
belonging to the King of Spain ; but on the suppo- 
sition ,that Captain Hunt’s touching at these islands 
was merely accidental, the governor expressed his 
earnest desire to shewi him all possible civilities. 
Captain Hunt, in reply, again asserted his sovereign’s 
right with some warnatli, and threatened to fire into 
the Spanish schooner, upon her attempting to enter 
the harbour. This produced a long altercation by 
letters between the captain and governor, during 
which two Spanish frigates, with troops on board for 
their settlement, arrived at Port Egmont, under pre- 
tence of wanting water. The commander-in-chief 
wrote to Captain Hunt, expressing great surprise at 
seeing the usual appearances of an English settlement 
there, charging him with a violation of the last peace, 
and protesting against the act in all its parts, at the 
same time declaring, that he would abstain from any 
other proceeding till he had acquainted his Catholic 
Majesty with this disagreeable transaction. Captain 
Hunt repeated his former arguments on the question 
of right; but as soon as the Spanish frigates, after 
receiving a supply of water, proceeded on their course, 
he set sail for England, in order to inform government 
of what had taken place, not thinking it advisable to 
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run any farther risk on his own authority. Two 
small sloops, the Favourite, Captain Maltby, an(t the 
Swift, Captviin Farmer, formed the whole force that 
remained upon the station ; and the latter of these 
was soon after overset in the Straits of Mag'ellan 
but the captain and the rest of the crew, except 
three, were fortunately saved. 

When Captain Flunt’s advices were laid before the 
public, they excited no small alarm; for though the 
Spaniards had nut made use of any hostile menaces in 
direct terms, yet their warning him to quit that coast 
W'as generally considered as preparatory to a formal 
dcclaralion of war. This opinion was farther strength- 
ened by a variety of other circumstances. Spain had 
been for some time very attentive to put her West 
India possessions into the best posture of defence, and 
a formidable armament was known to be fitting out at 
the Havannah. Vigorous preparations were making 
in the French and Spanish ports at home ; and though 
these might have been more immediately occasioned 
by the jealousy arising from the ' progress of the 
Russians in the Levant, they did not appear to indi- 
cate a very friendly disposition towards Great Britain. 
A tire also which broke out at this juncture in Ports- 
mouth dock-yard, supposed not to have been acci- 
dental, and which, in its consequences, might have 
greatly obstructed any sudden maritime efforts, was 
looked upon as part of a settled plan fur the ruin of 
the British navy. It was re.solved in the cabinet that 
firm, yet temperate representations should be made to 
the court of Madrid; and orders were in the mean 
time issueil for the manning and equipment of sixteen 
sail of the line. While things were in this state, the 
Favourite, one of the sloops which had been left at 
Port Egmont, arrived off the Motl^er-bank near 
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Portsmouth , on the 22d of September, and brought 
intelligence, that soon after Captain Hunt’s departure, 
iive Spanish frigates, and some smaller vessels, with 
all the apparatus necessary for a regular siege, appear- 
ed before Port Egmont. Captain Farmer, the com- 
mandant, made some preparations at first to defend 
the place, but finding it utterly untenable, submitted, 
after a few shots were fired, to a capitulation, by 
which he and the garrison were allowed to evacuate 
the settlement, and to carry with them what stores 
they could, the governor of Solidad being made 
answerable for the remainder. The Spanish commo- 
dore, not choosing, however, that very early intelli- 
gence of this outrage should be conveyed to England, 
enjoined the two captains. Farmer and Mnltby, not 
to sail without his permission ; and in order to ensure 
compliance, caused the rudder of the Favourite to be 
taken oflF and kept on shore for twenty days, when it 
was restored, and the sloop permitted to depart. The 
whole kingdom seemed to be inflamed with indigna- 
tion at this insult on the British flag. The perseve- 
rance of the ministry in their former steady measures 
was too hastily condemned; and the necessity of 
immediate vengeance insisted upon, without consi- 
dering that a just and forcible remonstrance might 
inducejthe King of Spain to disavow the behaviour of 
his officer, and that a short negociation might happily 
prevent the inisei:ies and horrors of war. 

The speech from the throne at the meeting of Par- 
liament, on the 1.3th of November, evidently showed 
a desire of leaving to the Spanish court an opening 
for pacification. The hostility was called “ an act 
of the governor of Buenos Ayres,” thereby giving an 
opportunity of disavowal. Parliament was informed 
that satisfaction had been demanded from the court 
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of Spain, and that, in case of refusal, necessary pre- 
parations were making' to enforce the demand, which 
would not be discontinued till proper reparation was 
obtained, as well as unequivocal proof that other 
powers were equally sincere with his Majesty in the 
resolution to preserve the general tranquillity of Eu- 
rope. The addresses of both Houses on this occasion, 
which were warmly opposed, contained the most 
hearty approbation of the steps that had been taken 
by his Majesty, with assurances of effectual support;, 
supplies for the augmentation of the army and navy 
were cheerfully voted ; and the increase of the land- 
tax from three to four .shillings in the pound met with 
no great opposition. 

Though the language of the Spanish -ministry, on 
the very first remonstrance, was condescending and 
pacific, yet unexpected obstacles arose in the course 
of the negociation, which rendered their sincerity 
somewhat questionable. As the doubts of the English 
cabinet on -this head had greatly increased before 
Christmas, it was deemed advisable to adjourn Par- 
liament till the latter end of January, to allow time 
for determining the grand question of peace or war, 
and that the minister might then be enabled to 
announce decisively on the alternative. Lord Wey- 
mouth having resigned the office of secretary of state 
for the southern department, the correspondence with 
Spain was now carried on by bis successor, the Earl 
of Rochford, whose place in the northern department 
was filled by Lord Sandwich. But the latter being 
soon after removed to the head of the admiralty, in 
the room of Sir Edward Hawke, the secretaryship 
for the north was conferred On Lord Halifax, who 
gave up the privy seal to the Earl of Suffolk. The 
great seal was taken out of commission, and given to 
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Judge Bathurst, with the title of Baron Apsley ; and 
various other promotion^ took place in the law de- 
partments, among which were the names of De Grey, 
Thurlow, and Wedderburne. 

On the 22d of January, J771, the very day llie 
Commons met after their adjournment. Lord North 
informed them, that the Spanish ambassador had 
that morning signed a declaration, with which his 
Majesty was satisfied, and which should be laid before 
the House. The like information was communicated 
to the Lords by the Earl of Rochford. After the 
papers relative to this affair had been submitted to the 
inspection of both Houses, warm debates arose on 
the terms of the Spanish declaration, which the 
members of the opposition asserted to be inadequate 
and insecure, because-, though it contained an explicit 
disavowal of the violence used at Port Egmont, and 
an engagement to restore every thing there precisely 
to the state in which it was before the JOth of June, 
1770, it still left room for future disputes, by adding 
that his Catholic Majesty did not consider this re- 
stitution as in any wise affecting the question concern- 
ing* the prior right of sovereignty of the islands.” 
Addresses of thanks and approbation were, hoM’ever, 
concurred in by very considerable majorities in both 
Houses. Even if the atonement made for the aggres- 
sion were not sufficiently ample, ministers would cer- 
tainly have been in the highest degree reprehensible, 
had they involved the nation in a war for the sake of 
so insignificant an object as the reserved pretensions 
of Spain to one or two barren spots under a stormy 
sky in a distant quarter of the globe. The possibility 
of a similar dispute was precluded by the total evac- 
uation of that settlement about three years after. 

V The other proceedings of Parliament during this 
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session, which ended the 8th of May, afford very 
few subjects of interesting detail, the real interests.of 
the nation being too much absorbed in the excess of 
party feeling. In the House of Commons, a motion 
was made, tending to restrain the power vested in 
the attorney-general of prosecuting ex officio, without 
the intervention of a grand jury, or the forms ob- 
served by courts of law in other cases, It was 
argued, that as the attorney-general is an officer re- 
moveable at pleasure, and in the way of emolument 
and promotion, so dangerous a power should not be 
lodged in his hands. Former instances were brought 
of an improper exertion of this authority ; and of an 
attorney-general whose conduct had occasioned his 
being brought to the bar of that House, where he 
had no other method of exculpating himself but by 
showing that he was merely a passive instrument in 
the hands of others, and that he had received the 
information, which was filed in his name, literally as 
it stood, from the secretary of state. It was contend- 
ed in reply, that the power of the attorney-general 
was a part of the common law of the land, which is 
as ancient as the monarchy, and the basis of our 
popular liberty ; that if its liability to be abused were 
a sufficient reason for its abolition, the same reason 
must militate against all power; and that the instance 
which had been adduced of an attorney-general being 
cognizable to that House, proved that the power in 
his hands could not be dangerous. The motion was' 
negatived by a great majority. The opposition shortly 
afterwards moved for a committee to inquire into the 
administration of criminal justice, and the conduct 
of the judges, particularly in cases relating to the 
liberty of the press, and the power and duty of juries. 
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This was also rejected after a long debate, by a 
majority of more than two to one. 

In the House of Lords, during a debate on a motion 
relative to the Middlesex election. Lord Chatham 
took an opportunity of expressing hjs sentiments on 
the opinion of Lord Mansfield, that the question of a 
libel or not a libel was a matter of law to be decided 
by the bench, and that only the fact of printing and 
publishing lay with the jury. Lord Mansfield can- 
didly and explicitly avowed the practice, at which 
Lord Camden expressed both astonishment and ab- 
horrence. This attack induced Lord Mansfield to 
give notice for a call of the House, and when it took 
place, his lordship stated that he had left a paper 
with the clerk,' containing the unanimous opinion of 
the court of King’s Bench in Woodfall’s case. Lord 
Camden offered to maintain that the doctrine thus 
laid down was not the law of England, and intimated 
a wish to tie the other learned lord to a legal con- 
test on these points, but the matter went no further, 
4o the great disappointment of the public. 

A motion made in the early part of the session, by 
the Duke of Manchester, for an address to quicken 
warlike preparations, and to send, without loss of 
time, necessary succours to our possessions in the 
Mediterranean and West Indies, was attended with 
some disagreeable consequences. The mover was 
descanting on their defenceless state, particularly 
Gibraltar, and proceeding to expose what he called 
the criminal negligence of administration, when he 
was suddenly interrupted, and the standing order for 
clearing the House of strangers was enforced, in the 
midst of great clamour and confusion. The Earl 
of Chatham and seventeen or eighteen other lords 
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were so much irritated at this measure, that they 
withdrew iu a body. Some members of the Hoase 
qf Commons, who happened to be attending with a 
bill, were rather rudely dismissed, after they had 
gone through the form of its delivery. On their re- 
turn to their own house, where they found most of 
the seceding lords, they complained of the indignity 
of the treatment they had met with, and caused it to 
be immediately retaliated, by turning out those very 
lords, and clearing the House of all persons who had 
not a right to sit there. The former intercourse of 
civility between the two Houses was not fully re- 
stored during the remainder of the session. 

The existing law, and the known privilege of 
Parliament, expressly prohibited tbe publication of 
thejr proceedings, without special authority ; yet the 
printers of several public papers had ventured to 
violate this privilege. Nothing could be more agree- 
able' to the public- than such details; but to expect 
them to be impartial was then evidently vain. The re- 
porters as well as the readers were actuated by party ; 
and the debates were not sent forth without receiving 
some tincture from their principles. These reports, 
by misrepresentation, had often given offence to mem- 
bers, but to restrain them was a matter of no small 
difficulty. The persons aggrieved might indeed ha.ve 
recourse to the courts of law ; but this was always 
tedious, and in its issue uncertain. Recourse might 
also be Jiad to the privilege of Parliament, and of- 
fenders might be called to the bar of the House, a 
practice which, though unpopular, was more fre- 
quently resorted to. 

Formal complaints having at length been made in 
the House of Commons against two of the printers, 
Wheble and Thom[Mon,.'they were summoned to 
voi.. 1 . 3 s 
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appear at the bar of the House. As they took no 
notice 6f this siimoions, a second order was issued 
and declared to be final ; but no more regard being 
paid to the second order than to the first, a motion 
was made and agreed to, that they should be taken 
into the custody of the sergeant' at arms ; the parties, 
however, having absconded, a proclamation appeared 
ofiTering a reward of 50/. for apprehending them. In 
the mean time, six other printers were for similar 
bfteiices summoned to the bar of the House, five of 
wlipm, obeying the summons, were reprimanded and 
discharged ; and the other, named Millar, was or^r- 
-s.'ed to be taken into custody for contempt of the notice 
given him. VVheble being apprehended in conse- 
quence of the proclamation, and carried before 
Wilkes, the sitting alderman at Guildhall, was dis- 
charged, and bound over to prosecute the person 
who apprehended him. Thompson was also appre- 
hended, and discharged in the' same manner by 
Alderman Oliver. Millar, being taking into custody 
by the messenger of the House of Commons at his own 
dwelling, was carried before the lord-mayor. Brass 
Crosby, and the aldermen Wilkes and Oliver, at the 
Mansion-house. The deputy sergeant at arms attend- 
ing to demand the prisoner, the legality of the war- 
rant was denied, and the printer not only discharged, 
but the messenger of the House, on pretext of a 
false arrest, ordered to be committed to prison, in 
default of bail, which was at first refuted, but at 
length reluctantly given. The thanks of the cor- 
poration of London were voted to the three magis- 
trates ; but two of them, the lord-in.ayor and Alder- 
man Oliveri being members of the Hon.se of Commons, 
incurred its severest censure for such a daring oppo- 
sition to its authority. Every part of their proceed- 
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ing’s was voted to be a breach of privilege ; the lord- 
mayor’s clerk, having attended with the minute book, 
was obliged to erase the recognizance of Whittani 
the messenger ; and, after several hearings on the 
subject, the two magistrates resolutely persisting in 
the justification of their Conduct, they were com- 
mitted prisoners to the Tower. Wilkes had also 
been omlered to appear at the bar of the House ; but 
in a letter which he addressed to the speaker, he saiiV 
he could attend only in his place as member for 
M-^dlesex. ' The House, unwilling to give him fresh 
consequence by a renewal of former severities, order- 
ed another summons for the 8th of April, and at the 
same time appointed the ninth as the first day of 
meeting after the Easter rece,ss, a mode of escape to 
which they could only have been driven under the 
pressure of extreme difficulty. The lord-mayor and 
Mr. Oliver remained in the Tower till the rising of 
Parliament, when their liberation was celebrated by 
the tumultuous rejoicings of the populace. A com- 
mittee of the House of Commons, which had long 
sat on the matter of privilege, on bringing in its 
report, only recommended that Millar should again 
be taken into custody by the sergeant at arms. The 
report was successfully ridiculed by Mr. Burke, and 
a motion of thanks to the committee made in such a 
burlesque style, that Lord North moved an adjourn- 
ment. No further attempt was naade against Millar, 
and from this period the publishers of newspapers^ 
and other periodical works, have been in the constant 
habit of detailing the proceedings of both Houses of 
Parliament. 

Among the bills that received the royal assent on 
the last day of the session, there were two which par- 
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ticularly en^g^ed the attention of the pubtic. One 
Avas a bill for disfranchising^ eighty-one electors of 
New Shoreham in Sussex, and for extending the 
right of voting to the contiguous rape of Bramber, 
&c. It appeared in evidence before the select com- 
mittee, appointed under the Grrenville act to try the 
merits of the late election for this borough, that a 
great number of the freemen had formed themselves 
into a society under the name of “ the Christian 
Club." This Christian club, notwithstanding its 
pious appellation, was merely a junto, appointei^to 
dispose of the borough to the highest bidder. These 
agents of corruption did not vote themselves, but gave 
the necessary orders to the rest of the society ; and, 
after the election was decided, the profits were shared 
equally amongst the whole. The bill for incapaci- 
tating all the members of such ah infamous club was 
highly and deservedly applauded. 

The other bill above alluded to, though its object 
was of the most evident utility, was added by the 
corporation of London to their catalogue of grievances. 
It was an act for enabling certain persons to enclose 
and embank part of the river Thames adjoining to 
Durham Yard, 8cc. All who had an opportunity of 
examining the good effect of this embankment, in 
improving the navigation of the river, increasing the 
rapidity of the stream, and, above all, laying the 
fonndation of that magnificent pile of buildings, 
called the Adelphi, could not but feel astonishment, 
that a body of men, assuming the title of patriots, could 
have violently opposed its progress through both 
Houses, and exerted their influence to procure peti- 
tions against it*aS an invasion of the property claimed 
by the city in the soil or bed of the river, stating that 
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it was an act which tended not only to increase, but 
to “justify the g^eneral -want of confidence in the 
Parliament.” 

After fieckford’s death, Crosby, Sawbridge, Towns- 
end, Wilkes, and Oliver, succeeded to the ostensible 
direction of all the city proceedings. In the first 
month of Crosby’s mayoralty, another remonstrance 
in the usual strain, being the third in the same year, 
was agreed to, and, among the former complaints 
and' requests, it said, that the good effects of his 
JV^esty’s innate goodness had been intercepted by a 
fatal conspiracy of malevolent influence round the 
throne. The King, however, told the remonstrants, 
that he had no reason to alter the opinion expressed 
in his answer to their last addresses on the subject. At 
the beginning of Crosby’s mayoralty, the manning of 
the navy, on the eve of an expected rupture with Spain, 
was the first and most important concern of the state, 
but he refused to back the press-warrants issued for 
that purpose, stating that the ready concurrence of 
his oflicial predecessors in the like measures did not 
remove his doubts of the legality of the practice, and 
that the city bounty for the encouragement of seamen 
was intended to prevent such violences. Alderman 
Wilkes had just before discharged an impressed man, 
though the constant theme of declamation was “ the 
rotten condition of the navy, the defenceless state of 
the British dominions, and the inevitable necessity of 
going to war.” During the debates in Parliament 
on the conduct of the lord-mayor and Oliver, all the 
avenues to the House were frequently crowded with 
turbulent mobs, and the lives of several of the ministry 
were endangered. After their commitment to the 
•Tower, writs of habeas corpus were obtained for 
them, rather to flatter their vanity by triumpihal or 



400 UISTdRY OV ENGLAND. [1771. 

riotous processions to and from Westminster Halt^ 
than with any hope of their bein^ discharged by the 
judges, as it was known that no court of law could 
interfere with the constitutional authority of the 
House over its own members. Their release at the 
close of the session was celebrated by acts of outrage ^ 
and at thC Midsummer election of sheriffs, the citizens 
were easily induced to give their assent tp a fourth 
remonstrance, recapitulating the old grievances; 
charging the House of Commons with some new acts 
of wickedness and injustice, particularly the impri- 
sonment of the two city magistrates, the erasure of 
Whittam’s recognizance, and the embankment nt 
Durham Yard; and praying for the speedy dissolution 
of Parliament, and for the removal of- his Majesty’s 
wicked and despotic ministers. It was intended that 
all tlie livery should go along with the lord-mayor to 
deliver it, but on the 9th of July, the day before his 
lordship was to proceed to St. James’s at their head, 
he received notice from the lord chamberlain, that 
it being unprecedented as well as impracticable to 
introduce so numerous n body, no person beyond the 
number allowed by law could be admitted ; and his 
lordship, with the usual attendants, presented the 
remonstrance next day, which the King answered 
with cool and dignified firmness. I shall ever be 
ready,” said he, “ to exert my prerogs^tive, as far as 
I can constitutionally, in redressing any real griev- 
ances of my.subjects; and the city of London will 
always find me disposed to listen to any of their well- 
founded complaints : it is therefore with concern that 
I see a part of my subjects still so far misled and 
deluded, ns to renew, in such reprehensible terms, a 
request, with which, I have repeatedly declared, I 
cannot comply.” 
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No chang'e.took place during the recesn in any of 
the departments of administration, except those that 
proceeded from the death of the Earl of fjalil'ax, 
and of Lord Strange, both of which happened not 
long after the rising of Parliament ; the Earl of Suf- 
folk was appointed secretary of state for the northern 
department, in the room of the Earl of Halifax ; and 
the Duke of Grafton, returning into office, accepted 
of the privy seal. Lord Hyde succeeded Lord 
Strange ns chancellor of the diitehy of Lancaster. 
Every thing seemed now to promise ministry both 
tranquillity and permanence ; but the blessings of a 
favourable harvest, a flourishing state of arts and 
commerce, and an exemption from the calamities of 
war, pestilence, and famine, which then laid waste 
many other parts of Europe, were considerably allay- 
ed towards the end of the year, in consequence of 
very heavy rains which fell in November, and which 
occasioned, particularly in the northern counties, a 
more terrible inundation than had been experienced 
there within the memory of mqn. One of its most 
extraordinary eifects took place 'on the borders of 
Scotland, about ten miles north of Carlisle. . A great 
part of Solway Mo.ss, to the extent of 400 or 500 
acres, began to $well by the inundation, and rose to 
such a height above the level, that at last it rolled 
forward with irresistible force, sweeping along houses, 
trees, and great numbers of sheep and cattle. It 
continued its slow motion for several days, and then 
dividing itself into a variety of little islands from two 
to twelve or fifteen feet in depth, it totally changed 
the face of the country where it lodged, and gave to 
a large. tract of once arable land all the appearance 
of a natural bog. A detaij of its ravages would 
serve only to excite the most painful emotions, and it 
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is enough to that Northumberland, Cumberland, 
nod Westmoreland exhibited, for a few days, nothing 
but scenes of distress and horror. The usual charac- 
teristic humanity of the British nation was exerted 
in adbrdiiig relief to the sufferers. 

It has been already hinted, that the spirit of reli- 
gious intolerance had kindled the flames of a civil 
war in Poland ; and that the neighbouring powers of 
Russia and Turkey soon after engaged, not merely 
as parties, but as principalsj in the dreadful contest. 
The usual commotions attending the election of a 
king^ in that unsettled country had scarcely subsided, 
when new troubles arose from a variety of rigorous 
measures put in force against the dissidents, a name 
there given to the members of ibe Greek and 
reformed churches. The grievances of which they 
complained were deemed the more intolerable, as 
being in direct violation not only of their natural 
rights,, but of the most express and solemn conven- 
tions. In the year 1563, a law was enacted at the 
diet of Wilna, un^er the sanction of Sigismund 
Augustus, the. last of the hereditary Kings of Poland, 
declaring, that all the professors of the Christian 
religion, without distinction or exception, should, 
according to their rank and merit, be eligible to the 
several pasts and dignities of the state. After Sigisr 
mund’s death, when the political constitution of the 
country was changed, and the crown became elective, 
the .same liberality of religions sentiments still pre- 
vailed; and a perpetual peace between the Greeks, 
the Roman Catholics, and the Protestants, was esta- 
blished in the famous diet of 1573, as a fundamental 
law of the republic. But the posterity of those 
illustrious Poles too soon lost sight of the politic, 
bumane, and noble precedent that was set them by 
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their fathers. The Roman Catholics obtained by 
degrees the ascendency, and the exclusive possession 
of government; in consequence of which all persons 
of a different persuasion were made to feel the double 
yoke of civil and spiritucal tyranny. After many 
struggles and vicissitudes of fortune, theii* rights anel 
privileges were at length completely restored to the 
dissidents in the year 1660 by the treaty of Oliva, 
to which England and tlie other mediating powers 
became guarantees. BJevertheless, under the two 
last Kings of the Protestant house of Suxohy, who, 
having turned Papists, affected to be very zealous for 
the religion they had embraced, the oppressions of 
the dissidents recommended ; and notwithstanding 
the wisdom and moderation of their sovereign, and 
the strong remonstrances of the courts of Berlin, 
Petersburg, Denmark, and Great Britain, the most 
severe and unjust decrees passed against them. By 
one of these they were declared traitors to their 
country, if they should implore the intercession even 
of any of those powers who had been guarantees to 
the treaty of Oliva. Thus shut out from every hope 
of rediess, and conceiving themselves devoted to 
destruction, they at length flew to arms; and the 
whole kingdom, divided into opposite confederacies, 
became, for a succession of years, a scene of horror, 
calamity, and desolation ; nor would the blind rage 
of civil and religions discord permit the Poles to 
perceive that, by those senseless and horrid conten- 
tions, they were exhausting the vital strength of their 
country, and offering themselves Op an easy prey to 
the rapacity of foreign invaders. The artful and 
ambitious Catharine knew too well how to profit 
by their infatuation. Under the plausible shew of 
protecting the dissidents, and of adhering with honour 
VOL- I, 3 F 
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to the stipulations of foinuer treaties, she sent her troops 
into Poland j and AYhile she seemed only to oppose 
the unjust authority claimed by one body of citizens 
over another, her secret aim was to enslave both, and 
to render the whole country a province dependant 
on the Russian empire. It was impossible for the 
Grand Seignior, who had long regarded the growing 
greatness of Russia with anxious and envious appr»> 
hension, to remain a tame and silent spectator of her 
alarming interference in the troubles of Poland. HLs 
assistance was also pressingly solicited by many of 
the Polish nobility, who, it is said, held out the most 
inviting offers of submission to his government, if he 
would espouse their cause. He did not, however, 
precipitately engage in so dangerous a quarrel, but 
made repeated demands to the court of Petersburg, 
to withdraw her armien from tlie territories of the 
republic, and to maintain that neutrality which the 
Porte itself had religiously observed. , These remon-^ 
strances produced only vague and evasive declara-f 
tionsj and in the frequent conflicts which took place 
between the Russian troops and the Catholic confe- 
derates, near the borders of the Turkish empire, the 
rights of sovereignty were occasionally violated, and 
many causes of complaint occurred. At length mat- 
ters were brought to a crisis by the sack of the town 
of Balta in Lesser Tartary, to which a party of the 
confederates had fled for refuge, and which was 
immediately attacked and carried sword in hand by 
the Russians, who massacred great numbers of the 
inhabitants. In a few days after the intelligence of 
this affair reached Constantinople, an extraordinary 
meeting of the divan was held, at which the Russian 
ambassador, who had been invited to attend, was 
required to sign articles, importing satisfaction for 
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the injuries sustained, and the immediate withdrawing’ 
of the Russian troops from Poland. On his refusal, 
he was committed prisoner to the castle of the Seven 
Towers in the latter end of October, 1708; and hos- 
tilities, which were only suspended by the rigours of 
the season, began very early in the ensuing spring. 

It would be deviating too far from our plan to 
attempt even a summary of the events of a war, 
which, from distance of situation and remoteness of 
interest, had little immediate effect on Great Britain. 
Ft lasted about six years, and exhibited, during that 
time, an almost continued series of triumphs on the part 
of the Russians. After the rediictioU of the provinces 
north of the Danube, they crosseil that great river, 
and carried their victorious arms into the very heart of 
the Turkish dominions. Their efforts at sea were no 
less extraordinary. One of their fleets issued from the 
bottom of the Baltic, to shake the remotest parts of 
the Mediterranean, to intercept the trade of the Le- 
vant, to excite and support the insurrection of the 
Greek Christians, and to leave nothing in any part of 
the vast empire of enemies free from alarm and con- 
fusion. As the principal success of this enterprise, 
which astonished all Europe, was owing to the skill 
and intrepidity of an English officer, it may, on that 
account, be entitled to particular notice in English 
history. An action, very decisive in its consequences, 
took place between the Russian and Turkish fleets 
in the Archipelago on the 5tli of July, 1770. I’he 
Turks, though greatly superior in force, and with 
peculiar adv.antages of situation, could hardly sustain 
the fury of the conflict till night; and then cutting 
their cables, imprudently ran for safety into a little 
bay on the coast of Natolia. The Russian 'fleet sur- 
rounded them next morning, and the utmost dispatch 
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was used in preparing four 6re-ship.s, whose operations 
were intended to take effect the following night. 
This, however, being a service with which the Rus- 
sians were not ac(piainted, and which they shewed 
great backwardness to engage in, an English lieute- 
nant, named Dugdale, undertook the management 
of the fire-ships; and Commodore Greig, another 
officer of the same nation, with equal spirit offered 
hi s services to command four ships and two frigates 
that were to cover them. The commodore engaged 
the enemy about midnight, at the distance of 400 
yards, aud at one o’clock Lieutenant Dugdale ran in 
with the fire-ships, but the sailors dreaded so much 
the result of an operation which they did not com- 
prehend, that when the lieutenant’s fire-ship was 
within a few yards of their object, the man at the 
helm deserted it, and with the whole crew jumped 
into the boat, and totally abandoned him. The lieu- 
tenant, seeing a boat full of Turks ready to board 
him before he had quite reached the ship, fired the 
fusee with his pistol, and though he was terribly 
burnt and nearly blown up by some loose gunpow- 
der that lay on the deck, he ran forward and hooked 
the cable of the Turkish ship, so that the fire was 
immediately communicated to her. He then jumped 
into the .sea, and was saved, though with great diffi- 
culty. The fire took place so effectually, that in five 
hours the whole fleet, except one man of war and a 
few gallies that were towed off by the Ru.s.siuns, was 
totally destroyed. The lieutenant was rewarded with 
the command of the captured ship, and Commodore 
Greig was promoted to the rank of admiral. 

In tlie midst of so many disasters by sea and land, 
the Turkish government was convulsed by revolts and 
conspiracies, atid that dreadful visitation, the plague, 



1771 .] GEOHGE THE THIRD. 413 

added its most cruel ravag^es to those of the sword. 
The enormqus fabric of that ill-compacted empire 
seemed tottering- to its fall, when a peace was obtain- 
ed on the humiliating terms of ceding to Russia the 
whole country between the Bog and the Nieper; of 
consenting to the absolute independency of the Cri- 
mea; and of allowing to the shipping of Russia a 
free navigation in all the Turkish seas, including the 
passage of the Dardanelles. The treaty was signed 
on the 21st of July, 1774. The King of Prussia and 
the Emperor of Germany, whom natura] jealousy, as 
well as policy, would otherwise have prompted to 
oppose so alarming an extension of the Russian power, 
had been previously bribed into acquiescence, not by 
a promised share of the spoils of Turkey, but by the 
dismemberment of Poland, and the appropriation of 
such of its provinces as were best suited to their pur- 
pose, by lying contiguous to their respective territories. 
In ]7()4, both the Empress of Russia and the King of 
Prussia signed with their own hands separate acts of 
renunciation, by M'hich they not only disclaimed all 
pretensions to any part of Poland, but solemnly en- 
gaged to guaranty its rights and territories against 
every power whatever : and in the beginning of the 
year 1771, the Empress-queen of Hungary wrote a 
letter to the King of Poland, in which she gave him 
the strongest assurances, that she had never enter- 
tained a thought of seizing any part of his dominions, 
nor would even suffer any other power to do it ; but 
all those declarations and assurances were forgotten 
as soon as a favourable opportunity presented itself 
for dismembering that helpless and devoted country. 
In February, 1772, the fatal treaty of partition was 
signed and in September, having been hitherto kept 
secret, it was declared to Poland and Europe. The 



414 HISTORY OF ENGLAND. [1772. 

unfortunnte Poles appealed in vain to the courts of 
Great Britain, France, and Spain, and the States- 
general of Holland, on the atrocious perfidy and 
injustice of these proceedings. After some unavail- 
ing remonstrances, the diet was compelled, at the 
point of the bayonet, to .sign a treaty for the formal 
cession of the several districts which the three usurpers 
bad fixed upon and guarantied to each other. 


CHAPTER IX, 

As there was no urgent business which required an 
early attendance. Parliament was not' assembled till 
the 21st of January, 1772, when they were informed, 
in a .speech from the throne, that the King of Spain’s 
performance of his engagements in restoring Port 
Fsjuont and Falkland’s Island, and the assurances 
received of the pacific disposition of that court, as 
well as of other powers, promised the continuance of 
peace. The propriety of maintaining a respectable 
naval force was at the same time suggested ; but great 
pleasure" was expressed at finding that there would 
be no necessity to ask any extraordinary aid for that 
purpose. The addresses in both Houses were carried 
unanimousty. 

The first business of importance, was a motion in 
the Commons, on the 29th of January, for voting 
25,000 seamen for the service of the current year. 
As a reason for this augmentation it was advanced, 
that the French having sent a considerable fleet to 
the East Indies, it was necessary to increase our 
naval foi'ce in that quarter } that on account of th» 
late di^erences with Spain, a larger squadron than 
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usual was employed for the protection of the West 
India islands ; and that the war between the Russians 
and Turks had caused a greater number of ships to 
be occupied in protecting our trade in the Mediter- 
ranean than had been usual in time of peace. A 
farther argument was derived from the very improved 
state in which the establishment of guard-ships had 
been placed, which was now such that twenty of the 
best ships in the navy were kept in complete condi- 
tion, and so nearly manned, that a slight press would 
at any time enable them to put to sea in a few days. 
The motion was agreed to without a division. In 
the debate, ministers were charged with inconsis- 
tency in accompanying a speech, breathing nothing 
but peace, with all the actual preparations for war; 
the apprehensions of an attack from France was ridi- 
culed j and it was urged that the proposed measure 
would add 500, 000^ to the public expenditure. But 
it was defended, chiefly, because it would be efi'ected 
without any new burdens on the people ; the land-tax 
being reduced from four to three shillings in the 
pound ; and as the sinking fund afforded a surplus ot 
1,800,000/. in addition tp the other sources of revenue 
and provisions for the annual expenditure, one million 
and a half was applied to the diminution of the public 
debt. 

Parliament was not inattentive to the other objects 
which the King had pointed out in general terms. 
They amended the provision bills, and made some, 
advances towards a general reform in the svstem of 
the corn laws; they repealed some old, impracticable 
statutes against forestallers, and provided remedies 
for the evils occasioned by others ; they passed a law 
for better preserving his Majesty’s dock-yards, ships, 
stores, and ammunition, and another for regulating 
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party walls and buildings in London, Westminster, 
and all places within the bills of mortality: they 
adopted various expedients for farther encouragcin^ 
tlie herring' fishery ; for preventing frauds in the 
revenue of excise j and for correcting abuses in the- 
trade between Great Britain and Ireland : they also 
entered upon the consideration of East India affairs; 
and as these were of the utmost intricacy and mag- 
nitude, it was deemed advisable to appoint a select 
committee nf thirty-one members, chosen by ballot, 
to inquire into, and make a faithful report of, the 
late alarming mismanagement and actual state of the 
company’s concerns, — to present to Parliament a com- 
prehensive view of the existence and extent of the 
evils, and thereby to enable them in their deliberate 
wisdom to apply an effectual remedy. The sittings 
of the committee were continued during the summer. 

Some attempts were made in the course of the 
session to enlarge the sphere of religious liberty, the 
first of which was a petition from certain clergymen 
of the established church, and some members of the 
professions of civil law and physic, who prayed to be 
relieved from subscription to the thirty-nine articles. 
In the progress of free discussion relative to religious 
opinion, it was not surprising that .systems e.stablished 
at the early periods of the reformation should appear, 
to many later inquirers, tinctured with error and 
inconsistency; the fundamental principle of Protes- 
tantism being the right of private judgment, and a 
reference to the authority of Scripture exclusively. 
In no Protestant church had the controversies of 
learned men been carried on with more freedom and 
intelligence than in that of England, whence it had 
lung been manifest that among its clergy differences 

of opinion subsi.sted on important points. The cler- 
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g'ymen petitioned for the inhereqt right, which, they 
said, they held frMD God alone,^ to make a full and 
free use of their private judgment in the interpreta. 
tion of the Scriptures, and asserted, that the necesr 
sity imposed on them of acknowledging particular 
confesiiions of faith nod doctrinh, drawn up by fallible 
men, was an infringement of that right, and a deviatioa 
from the liberal and original principles of the church 
of England : the others urged the hardship of being 
obliged, for the purpose of obtaining degrees in their 
respective faculties, to declare their solemn assent to 
theological tenets, which the course of their studies ■ 
had not led them- to examine, and upon which their 
private opinions could be of no consequence to society. 
The petition was rejected by a majority of 217 against 
71, on the ground that the clergy were not obliged to 
accept of benehees contrary to their conscience; and 
if scruples arose afterwards, they had it always in their 
power to relinquish their preferments; that though 
every man was at liberty to interpret the Scripture 
for his own private use, his being authorized to do so 
for others was a matter of a very different nature ; 
and that all governments had a right to establish such 
a system of public instruction as should approve itself 
most conducive to the general good. The danger of 
innovations was also urged, and that it would be 
impolitic to give any opportunity of lighting np the 
flames of religious controversy.. It seemed, however, 
to be the general wish, that the universities would 
grant relief to the professors of law and physic iR 
the matters they complained of; though Parliament 
did not think proper to interfere. Favourable senti- 
ments were also thrown out in the debate with regard 
to the dissenting ministers, and some concern was 
expressed for the hardships they suffered, in being 
VOL. I. 3 G 
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obliged, ander severe penalties, by the act of tolera- 
tion passed soon after the revolution, to subscribe the 
dqCtrinal articles of a church to which they did not 
belong, and from which they sought neither promo- 
tion nor emolument. The friends of the dissenters 
immediately obtained leave to bring in a bill for their 
relief, which was carried through the House of Com- 
mons without a division, the number of those who 
spoke against'it by no means corresponding with their 
zeal ; but it was thrown out, on the second reading in 
the House of Lords, by a majority of almost four to 
' one, who considered the thirty-nine articles as the 
grand palladium on which the civil as well as eccle- 
siastical government of the kingdom depended. 

Another debate, in which the church was concern- 
ed, took place the 17th of February, on a motion for 
leave to introduce a bill to secure the possessions of the 
subject against dormant claims of the church. It 
was urged, that as the Nullum Tempfus of the crown 
had been given up, some limitation should be made 
to the claims of the church, but it was argued, in 
reply, that the power of revival was absolutely neces- 
sary to protect the church from the encroachments of 
the laity. The motion was rejected. Two other 
circumstanees connected with religion may deserve 
recording. A Dr. Nowell having preached, before 
the House of Commons a sermon, on the 30th of 
January, containing passages unfavourable to liberty, 
the thanks given him as a matter of course, were, 
upon consideration, voted without a division to be 
expunged. Shortly after, a motion for the repeal of 
the act enjoining the observance of that anniversary 
was negatived. 

An act passed this session for “ making more, effect 
tual provisions to guard the descendants of the late 
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Kinp, Georg'e' tbe Second, from marrying' M'ithout 
the approbation of his Majesty, his heirs, and succes- 
■sors, first had and obtained,”, was strenuously opposed 
in every stage of its progress through both Houses. 
It had its origin in the marriage contracted but a few 
months before by the Duke of Cumberland with Mrs. 
Horton, relict of Colonel Horton and daughter of Lord 
Irnham. A private, though long suspected marriage 
of the Duke of Gloucester to the Countess-dowager 
of Waldegrave, which the duke now avowed, might 
also have operated on the King’s mind, to recom- 
mend, by a particular message, the consideration of 
this subject to Parliament. The former experience 
of the great evils arising from unsuitable alliances 
rendered the propriety of some restraints evident; 
but it was alleged th(kt they were carried too far in 
the new act, according to the provisions of which, 
the marriages contracted by the royal family, from 
the time of its having passed, are declared null and 
void, unless the previous approbation of his Majesty 
be obtained ; but in case the parties shall have attain- 
ed the age of twenty-five years, and give notice to 
the privy council of their intention .of marriage, such 
marriage shall be held good in law, unless the Parlia- 
ment shall, within the space of twelve months, declare 
its disapprobation of the same. Two animated pro- 
tects, signed by eighteen peers, display the arguments 
employed in opposition to the bill. " The descendants 
of George the Second,” it is remarked, “ may in time 
comprehend a very numerous description of people ; 
and it would be an intolerable grievance, that the 
marriages of so many subjects, dispersed amongst the 
various ranks of civil life, should be subject to the 
restraints of this act. It seems indecent to the royal 
family, to suppose that they arrive later at the age 

3 2 
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of discretion than others, and absurd to allow them 
to be capable of governing a kingdom at an age when 
they are not to be trusted in the choice of a wife. ' It 
seems to be a mere act of power, having neither the 
force nor obligation of law, and contrary to the inhe- 
rent rights of human nature, to disable a man from 
contracting marriage, perhaps 'for life; and it is 
pregnant with civil discord and confusion, as having 
a natural tendency, at some future period, to produce 
a disputed title to the crown — and all this for ends 
'wholly disproportionate to such extraordinary efforts, 
as the mail) purposes of the bill might have been 
answered without creating that perpetuity of restraint, 
which they think theniselves in conscience bound to 
oppose.” That part of the royal message containing 
the assertion, “ that the right trf approving all mar- 
riages in the royal family had ever belonged to the 
Kings of this realm,” being inserted in the preamble 
of the bill, occasioned in the Commons a violent 
debate ; and a motion was there made, that those 
words were neither founded in law, nor in the opinion 
of the judges. The words in question, however, 
were, after long and repeated discussion, confirmed, 
by 200 against 184 voices. A clause was afterwards 
moved, that this bill should remain in force during 
the life of the present King only, and three years 
after, which was negatived by 150 to 132 votes ; and 
the bill ultimately passed by a majority of 50. 

Whatever uneasiness the King felt at the disre- 
spectful behaviour of both his brothers in marrying 
without his consent, some other events of a family 
nature soon after took place, which were to him a 
source of keener concern and affliction. His amiable 
mother, the Princess-dowager of Wales, died on the 
8th of February ; and his sister, the Queen of Den* 
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mark, had a few days before fallen a victim to the 
Yntrig^ues and boundless ambition of her husband's 
mother-in-law. This artful woman, eagerly bent on 
securing, if possible, the succession for her own son, 
the King’s half brother, left no means untried to 
alienate the affections of the royal pair from each 
other. But these attempts not answering her pur- 
pose, she entered into more desperate schemes, in 
concert with some discarded placemen, and at length, 
by the combined efforts of fraud and force, brought 
about a revolution at the court of Copenhagen on the 
16th of January. Under the sanction of a warrant, 
compulsorily obtained from the King, Counts Struen- 
see and Brandt, his chief ministers, were thrown into 
a dungeon, and the young Queen w'as committed close 
prisoner to the castle of Cronenburgh. They were 
charged with a conspiracy to force the King to sign 
an act of renunciation, and to establish a regency, by 
which the government was to be lodged in the hands 
of the young Queen and the two favourites. The 
latter suffered on a scaffold about. three months after; 
but the Queen was allowed, through the powerful 
interposition of England, to retire from the Danish 
dominions. She and her attendants were conveyed to 
Germany by a small squadron of frigates under the 
command of Captain M'Bride ; and she took up her 
residence at Zell in the electorate of Hanover, where 
she died of a malignant fever on the lOth of May, 
1775, not having then completed the twenty-fourth 
year of her age. Her enemies, though so far suc- 
cessful, did not accomplish their ultimate' object. 
They had propagated scandalous reports of - her 
amoura with Struensee; yet were afraid to question 
the legitimacy .of her issue. In the year 1784, they 
were all distaafssed from office ; aud a new council 
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was formed under the auspices of the Prince-royal, 
who was now growa up to. assert his own rights, and 
to vindicate his injured mother’s honour. 

.Another of the northern kingdoms exhibited, in 
the same year, a more extraordinary revolution. 
Gustayus the Third had succeeded his father on the 
throne of Sweden in. February, 1771. In his speech 
at the opening of the diet in June, he declared, that 
he considered it as his greatest glory to he the first 
citizen ol[ a free country ; and in the month of Fe- 
bruary following, he not only took the usual oath 
preparatory to his coronation, but added some articles 
in which he formally absolved the states from their 
allegiance, should he ever attempt any infringement 
of the capitulations to which he had then sworn, All 
this, however, appears to have been the result of a 
studied and consummate hypocrisy. After long pre- 
paration, he threw off the mask on the 10th of Au- 
gust j and alternately haranguing his guards and the 
populace, obtained the concurrence of both in his 
plans of pretended reform. The diet being in a few 
days convened, he made a plausible and eloquent 
speeqji on the disorders of the state, and on the 
I'eniedies which he proposed for their acceptance, not 
wholly trusting to the powers of his oratory on this 
occasion. All the garrison was under arms; the 
palace was invested on every side with. troops; and 
cannon were planted in the court facing the hal^ 
where the representatives of the nation were a.Msemr 
bled) while a matross stood. over each gun with a 
lighted match in his hand. The states, thus encircled 
with te.^rors, did not take much time to consider the 
articles of the new constitution; gnd, upon declaring 
their assent, the oath of fidelity was immediately 
administered to them. As soon as the ceremony of 
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■wearing to the new form of government was con;- 
eluded, lie drew a psalm-book out of his pocket, and 
taking olF his crown, began to sing Te Deum, « it 
being highly proper,” he said, to thank Almighty 
God for his assistance in bringing about so happy an 
event ; by which one of the most limited monarchies 
in Europe was converted into one of the most abso- 
lute. He enjoyed the power thus acquired for twenty 
years in seeming security ; but though he had placed 
himself above the reach of the laws, he fell atlength 
by the arm of an assassin. 

Lord Hillsborough resigned his office of secretary 
of state for the American department in August, 
together with his seat at the head of the board of 
trade, 'both of which were bestowed on the Earl of 
Dartmouth, a nobleman who had uniformly opposed 
American taxation. Lord Stormont, the Earl of 
Mansfield’s nephew, was appointed ambassador ex- 
traordinary at the court of Versailles, in the room of 
the Earl of Harcourt, who succeeded Lord Towns- 
hend in the government of Ireland ; and the services 
of the latter were rewarded with the master-general- 
ship of the ordnance. The death of the Earl of 
Albemarle afforded an opportunity for promoting 
General Conway to the government of the islhud of 
Jersey; jand Sir Jeffery Amherst, who succeeded 
him as lieutenant-general of the ordnance, was soon 
afVerwards called to the privy council. A few pro- 
motions were also occasioned by the death of the 
Earl of Litchfield, Lord North being elected chan- 
cellor of the university of Oxford, and Lord Edge- 
cumb appointed captain of^he band of gentlemen 
pensioners. Mr. Jenkinson succeeded the latter, in 
the joint vice-treasurership of Ireland, which made a 
vacancy at the treasury board in England for Mr. Fox, 
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Though both Houses of Papliament, which had 
been prorogued the lOth of June, met again on the 
26th of November, to resume, at the King’s earnest 
desire, the consideration of the East India Com- 
pany’s affairs, yet the only steps they had time to 
take in that business before the Christmas holidays 
were the revival, or rather continuance, of the select 
committee ; the appointment of another, consisting of 
thirteen members, under the name of the committee 
of secrecy, for the purpose of more accurately inves- 
tigating the various sources of the company’s misforr 
tunes, without , any unnecessary exposure of them to 
the world ; and an act to restrain the company for a 
limited time from sending out supervisors, a measure 
which then appeared to be equally' expensive and 
useless. The objects of inquiry were so various and 
of so great an extent, that a complete body of infor- 
mation could not be laid before the House till the 
month of April, 1773 j but the exigencies of the 
company requiring immediate relief, and a petition 
for that purpose being presented to Parliament in the 
beginning of March, Lord North brought forward 
several resolutions in the course of the month, which 
were successively agreed to. A loan of l,dOO,OOOf. 
was voted to the company, to save them from a 
situation little short of bankruptcy; andpin order to 
prevent the like disasters from befalling them in 
future, certain terms were annexed to the loan, on 
the principle, that every creditor, who parts with his 
money to an applicant, has an undoubted . right to 
insist upon particular conditions, before he accedes to 
the request. On this principle it was resolved, that 
the Company’s dividend should be restricted to si^ 
per cent, until the repayment of the sum advanced, 
and that they be allowed to divide no more than 
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seven per cent, the reduction of their bond debt 
to a million and a half. A few days after, it was moved 
and carried by the minister, that it was the opinion of 
the House, that it would be more beneficial to the public 
and to the East India Company to let the territorial 
acquisitions remain in the possession of the company 
for a limited time, not to exceed the term of six years, 
their charter expiringr about that period that no 
participation of the profits should take place between 
the public and the company before the above stipu- 
lated repayment of the loan, and reduction of the 
bond debt; — that after these points .were settled, 
three-fourths of the nett surplus profits of the com- 
pany, above the sum of eight per cent, upon their 
capital stock, should be paid into the exchequer for 
the use of the public,- the other fourth being set apart 
either for farther reducing the company’s bond debt, 
or by way of provision for future contingencies; — 
and that, as the company had in their warehouse a 
stock of teas, amounting to about 17,000,000 pounds, 
which it would be greatly to their advantage to con- 
vert into -money, they should be allowed to export 
any quantities of it duty free. The company remon- 
strated against the hardship of some of these stipu- 
lations, particularly the limitation of their dividend 
after the discharge of the loan, the future disposal of 
their nett profits, and, above all, the implied decision 
against their right to territorial acquisitions, but their 
remonstrances had no weight with Parliament ; the 
loan bill, passed without the smallest change in any 
one article ; and such was the indignation of the 
public at the enormous oppressions committed under 
the name, if not by the express authority, of the 
company, that little compassion or sympathy was 
VOL. I. 3 H 
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excited by the loudness of their exclamations and 
complaints in this day of their humiliation and 
distress. 

As it may appear inconceivable how the company 
could be precipitated^ in the short period which elapsed 
since the year 1765, from th% height of prosperity to 
a state of embarrassment bordering upon ruin, a tran- 
sient review of the principal causes will be necessary. 
Soon after the treaty concluded by Lord Clive at 
Eliabad, pernicious monopolies were established by 
the company's servants in all the newly acquired 
provinces; and as if the exclusive purchase and sale 
of every article of general consumption in India were 
not sufficient to satisfy their avarice, the presidency 
of Calcutta devised another scheme of legal plunder, 
w'hich was, to declare void at once all the leases held 
under the government, on very low terms, by the 
zemidars and polygars, who constitute the great 
landed interest of the- country. The pretext for this 
was, that many of these leases had been collusively 
obtained ; and it was said, that impartiality required 
they should be now relet without distinction to the 
highest bidder. By these means the natives were 
Impoverished ; immense fortunes were made by their 
oppressors; but the aggregate receipts of the com- 
pany’s treasury alarmingly decreased. Asthe opulence 
of Bengal, however great, depended solely upon the 
labour and industry of the people, upon commerce, 
manufactures, and agriculture, it is evident that these 
could not long flourish under the baneful influence of 
rapacity. The governing rule of trade pursued by 
the company’s servants was to reduce to the lowest 
.extreme of depression the price in the purchase, and 
to enhance it in the same extravagant degree in the 
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sale. This discouraged the artisan and manufacturer 
from going to work, and others from buying any 
thing but what was of absolute necessity. The situ- 
ation of the farmers and husbandmen was still more 
hopeless : they planted in doubt, and reaped in uncer- 
tainty. A large proportion of the land was of course 
left untilled ; and this coroperating with a drought in 
the year 1769, occasioned a general scarcity of pro- 
visions, particularly of rice, the great' staple of Indian 
sustenance. It was also said, that some of the mono- 
polists had exerted their power and their foresight in 
collecting the scanty supplies into stores so that the 
poor Gentoos, who would in no extremity violate the 
precepts of their religion by eating desh, had no 
alternative left them but to part with the small 
remains of their property or to perish with hunger. 
It is certain that a dreadful famine, and the plague, 
its usual concomitant, carried off, in the year 1770, 
very nearly a fourth part of the entire population of 
Bengal, or about 3,000,000 of unfortunate victims. 
To these calamities were added the distressing effects 
of the war with Hyder Ally, in which the company - 
had been plunged chiefly by the interested views of 
individuals, and in such circumstances it cannot be 
deemed Avonderful, that the disbursements of the 
company should far exceed the amount of their reve- 
nues, and bring them, in a few years, to the verge of 
bankruptcy. The immense increase in the annual 
expenditure of the civil and military establishments 
in Bengal, which had risen since 1765 from 700,000/. 
to 1,700,000[/. was among the principal causes of 
.their embarrassments, as the mercantile profits of 
the company, during this period, averaged 464,000/, 
annually, which would have afforded a dividend of 
twelve and a half per cent, 
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In the reports of the select committee, many other 
scenes of cruelty were unfolded to public view. The 
detail would be endless ; but a g:eneral idea of their 
nature may be formed from the words of the chairman, 
who declared, that, through the whole investigation, 
he could not find a single sound spot whereon to lay 
his finger, it being all equally one mass of the most un- 
heard of villanies, and the most notorious corruption.’* 
Heavy charges 'were brought against several of the 
company’s servants, and particularly against Lord 
Clive, who, it was affirmed, had acquired, a princely 
fortune by the most iniquitous means; but a vote of 
censure on his conduct, which was moved in the House 
of Commons, stating that he had abused the powers 
with which he was intrusted, in having possessed hira* 
self of 234,0001. under the denomination of private do- 
nation, was negatived by a large majority, in opposition 
to the minister. A deep impression was nevertheless 
made upon the mind of the accused nobleman by the 
notoriety of some of the facts, and by the odium which 
from that time attached itself to his character, and 
after a few years passed in a state of despondency, he 
put a voluntary period to his life, by this melancholy 
catastrophe demonstrating to mankind the yanity of 
human pursuits and wishes, and the infinite supe- 
riority of conscious virtue to all the gifts of fame and 
fortune. 

The minister, though left in a minority when he 
supported a motion which led to the impeachment of 
individuals, found both Houses ready to concur in 
any general plan of reform, which might happily 
prevent the repetition of the like crimes, and the 
return of similar calamities. With this view a bill 
was brought in for the better management of the 
company’s affairs, as well in India as in Europe; of 
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which the chief provisions were, that the court of 
directors should in future be chosen for the term of 
four years, instead of being elected annually, sijL 
members vacating their seats each year; — that the 
qualification for voting should be raised from .500^. 
to lOOOL capital stock, and the time of previous pos- 
session be extended frotn six months to twelve ; — 
that the jurisdiction of the n\ayor's court at Calcutta 
be confined to mercantile causes, and a new supreme 
court of judicature be established in India, consisting 
of a chief justice and three puisne judges appointed 
by the Kjng ; and lastly, that a superiority over the 
other presidencies be given to the presidency of 
Bengal, the. blanks for the names of the members, 
including the governor and council, being filled- 
up at the time by Parliament, and the removal of 
those officers, as well as a negative on the future- 
nomination of the company, being vested in the 
crown. It was strongly urged by the minister, in 
support of those material changes of the old system, 
that the annual election of directors made them too 
dependant on their constitutents, to form any con- 
nected plans, or to adopt any resolute measures: — 
that the term of six months was too short for a quali- 
fication to vote, as it did not preclude temporary 
purchases of stock, merely for that purpose, and that 
so small a share as 5U0/. was not a sufficient interest 
in the company, to entitle the holder to a privilege, 
the abuse of which might be fatal to the whole 
body : — that the contraction of powers in the mayor’s 
court at Calcutta was only reducing its jurisdiction 
within the circle to which it had been originally 
confined; that it was a court of merchants and traders, 
and therefore incompetent to the trial of t(ie many 
great, momentous, and complicated matters arising 
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from the vast extent of territorial acquisitions ; that 
for these reasons, the erection of a new judicature 
was absolutely necessary, and that the appointment 
of the judges by the crown, emphatically called the 
fountain*of justice, was not only proper, but indis- 
pensable, to give a due weight and consequence to 
their decisions:— that the proposed superiority of one 
presidency over the rest was not to interfere with 
their peculiar or internal regulations, but related only 
to those great objects of general concern, war, peace, 
and alliances, in deciding on which, the exercise of 
equal and separate powers had frequently been pro- 
ductive of much disorder and confusion ; — and that 
the most effectual check on the abuse of the civil 
and military authority which was thus centered in the 
presidency of Bengal, would be to make the nomi- 
nation as well as removal of the membeis dependant 
on the will of the legislature. Petitions against this 
bill were presented from the city of London, from 
the Last India Company, and from the proprietors 
of 5001. stock ; but without effect. After long and 
frequently renewed debates, it was carried through 
the House of Commons by a majority of six to onej 
and in the. House of Lords, on the final division, the 
numbers were 74 to 17. 

The other proceedings of this session make but 
little figure when compared with the magnitude and 
importance of the East India business. A few of 
them,- however, deserve some notice. The harvest 
of the year 1772 not having been so productive as 
to lower the high price of corn in England, and a 
dreadful scarcity still continuing in other parts of 
Europe, the attention of Parliament was directed to 
the distresses of the poor by the speech from sthe 
throne ; and the renewal of the provision bills was 
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among the first measures that received the sanction of 
the legislature. The fraudulent diminution of the 
gold coin, an enormity which had been carried to 
the most dangerous excess, Parliament at this time 
endeavoured to remedy ; but the act for calling in 
light gold, and regulating its value by Jts weight, 
was loudly exclaimed' against, especially by bankers, 
who were obliged to hold money for others, and had 
received it at its nominal value ; it was said, on the 
other hand, that the loss fell where it could best be 
borne, upon those who had been gainers by the situ- 
ation which -occasioned it, and who had always pro- 
fited by the public money, and that a tax on the 
nation, to make good the deficiency, would have 
opened a door for very gross impositions. Attempts 
for obtaining an enlargement of the toleration act, 
and the abolition of all tests at the time of being 
matriculated or admitted a member of either of the 
universities, were renewed, but with no better suc- 
cess than in the last session ; Parliament declined inter- 
fering in the regulations which the universities were 
fully empowered to make for the government of their 
own body; and the plan of more liberal indulgence 
to the dissenters, though it again passed the Houije 
of Commons by a great majority, was rejected in the 
Lords by one as great. It was almost impossible 
that any new arguments could be urged on this sub- 
ject; but the suggestions of former ^speakers and 
writers were enforced with all the variety of illus- 
tration. A petition from the half-pay captains of 
the navy, praying for a small addition to their sub- 
sistence, met with more success, though the minister, 
in opposition to it, contended, that the state of the 
hnances could not allow any increase of expenses ; 
and that if this were granted, other bodies of men 
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would urge similar requests, perhaps as well founded. 
The arguments in favour of the petition, however, 
prevailed so far, that the motion for redress passed by 
a majority of nine; and an address was presented to 
the throne for an addition of two shillings a-day to 
the captains’ half-pay. 

Some very animated and eloquent debates were 
also occasioned by a late expedition against the 
Caribbs in the island of St. Vincent. A few of 
these were descended from the original possessors; 
but the greater part vfefiS^the offspring of some Afri- 
can negroes whu had?bSeh shipwrecked bn the coast 
about a century before. These two tribes of savages 
were scattered in huts over the most fertile and valu- 
able part of the country, of which they had only 
cleared a few little spots, suffering the rest to lie 
covered with wood, uncultivated and unoccupied, 
without any benefit to others or to themselves. Soon 
after the cession of the island to Great Britain, in 
consequence of the peace in 1763, repeated appli- 
cations were made to government by the English 
lettlers, to obtain from those people the lands, of 
which- they were in fact but the nominal owners, in 
eT^hange for another quarter of the island, less sus- 
ceptible of culture, but as comfortable for their habi- 
tation, and as convenient for the support of savage 
life, as that which they now possessed. Proper 
instructions for this purpose were accordingly issued 
by the board of treasury in the year 176K; but the 
Caribbs refused to part with their lands, to admit of 
any exchange, or even to acknowledge submission 
to the government that held out to them offers of 
compensation and security. After every, effort of 
intreaty and persuasion bad been tried in vein, it 
was deemed necessary, in the summer ef 1772, to 
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order two regiments from North America to join ati 
equal number of troops at St. Vincent’s, and to 
co-operate with the fleet on that station in reducing 
the refractory savages to obedience. At this period 
an inquiry was instituted, in the House of Commons, 
respecting the whole business; and motions were 
made conveying the severest censure on the ministry 
for adopting measures, which were said to be “equally 
repugnant to the humanity of his Majesty’s temper, 
disgraceful to his arms, and derogatory to the cha- 
racter of the British nation.” These charges were 
answered with ability : the motions were negatived ; 
and, about the same time, (February the 17th,) the 
expedition which gave birth to the inquiry was also 
terminated. The Caribbs, after some fierce encoun- 
ters, agreed to acknowledge his Majesty’s sovereignty 
without reserve ; to take an oath of fidelity and alle- 
giance; to submit to the laws of the island in all 
transactions with the white inhabitants, while they 
wei’e allowed to adhere to their own customs and 
usages in their intercourse with each other ; and to 
cede a large tract of very valuable land to the crown, 
the districts which they still retained being secured 
in perpetuity to them and to their posterity. 

Both Houses of Parliament continued their delibe- 
rations till the 1st of July, when an end was put to 
the session by a speech from the throne, expressing 
the utmost satisfaction at their zeal, assiduity, and 
perseverance. His Majesty had, the preceding week, 
afforded much gratification to considerable numbers 
by a review of the navy at Poitsinoiith, where the 
resort of company during the royal visit M'as unpa- 
ralleled. 

The remainder of the year rolled away without 
any remarkable domestic occurrences ; but the events 
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of the same period in America were very alarming. 
The repeal of the other port duties, while that on tea 
was continued, had not produced all the good effects 
which were expected from the concession. The pro- 
vincial assemblies persisted in disavowing his Ma- 
jesty’s right to keep commissioners of the customs, or 
to establish any revenue in North America. A lately 
adopted measure of appointing the governors and 
judges of the colonies to be paid by the crown was 
another source of much discontent. Still, however, the 
ill-humour of the people seemed to vent itself in angry 
complaints j and no act of outrage had taken place for 
the last three years, except the burning of an armed 
schooner at Rhode Island in June, 1772. Even this 
was not occasioned by any popular tumult ; it was the 
momentary impulse of revenge indicted by a party of 
smugglers on the commander of that vessel, who had 
made himself obnoxious by his zeal and vigilance in the 
execution of the revenue laws. But, in the summer 
of the current year, an extraordinary accident served 
to blow into a flame the unsmothered embers of dis- 
content in Massachuset’s Bay. Dr. Frauklin, the 
agent for that province, had by some unknown means 
got possession of certain confidential letters, written 
by the governor and the lieutenant-governor to their 
friends in England, containing an unfavourable repre^ 
sentation of the temper of the people, and the views 
of the leaders, and tending to shew the necessity of 
more vigorous measures, in order to secure the obe- 
dience of the colony. These letters were immediately 
transmitted by the doctor to the assembly then sitting 
at Boston, who came to several violent resolutions, 
which they followed up by a petition and remon- 
strance to the King, charging Mr. Hutchinson the 
governor, and Mr. Oliver his deputy, with being 



1773.] GEORGE THE THIRD. 435 

betrayers of their trusts anil of the people they 
goyerned, and praying for justice against them and 
for their speedy removal. Fresh fuel was soon after 
thrown into the blaze of animosity excited by the 
publication of the letters. The East India Company 
having, in pursuance of the act for permitting the 
exportation of teas duty free, consigned large quan- 
tities to their agents in the principal ports of America, 
the factious leaders there easily persuaded the people, 
that this was a scheme calculated merely to circum- 
vent them into a compliance with the revenue law, 
and thereby open the door to an unlimited taxation. 
Meetings were held, first at Philadelphia, and after- 
wards in several other towns, where resolutions were 
passed, declaring “ this new ministerial plan of im- 
portation to be a violent attack upon the liberties of 
America,” and pronouncing it to be the duty of every 
American to oppose this attempt; and that whoever 
should directly or indirectly countenance it was an 
enemy to his country. The consignees were obliged 
in most places to relinquish their appointments ; and 
among other inflammatory papers then circulated 
throughout the colonies, a warning was given to the 
pilots on the river Delaware “ not to conduct any of 
the tea ships into their harbour, as they were sent 
only for the purpose of enslaving and poisoning all 
the Americans.” In a .similar publication at New 
York, those ships were said to be freighted with 
fetters forged in Great Britain ; and every vengeance 
was denounced against all persons who should in any 
manner contribute to the introduction of such chains. 
The landing of the tea* was every where violently 
resisted; and several of the ships returned to England 
without breaking bulk. At Charlestown, after much 
opposition and tumult, a cargo was permitted to be 

3 I 2 
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unloaded, but was immediately lodged in damp iin-, 
ventilated cellars, where it long remained, and finally 
perished ; some was also landed at New York, under 
the cannon of a man of war, but the government 
there were forced to consent to its being locked up 
from use. At Boston the riots, even before the arrival 
of the .ships, rose to a height which made the excesses 
committed elsewhere appear trivial ; the populace 
surrounded the houses of the consignees and demand- 
ed their resignation, which not being complied with, 
their doors and windows were broken, and they them-< 
selves narrowly escaped the fury of the mob by flying 
from the town, and taking shelter in Castle William. 
In vain did the governor issue a proclamation com- 
manding the civil magistrates to suppress the riots; 
the sheriff was insulted for attempting to read it at 
one of their illegal meetings in the town-hall. As 
soon as the ships arrived, the inhabitants met again, 
and with loud acclamations testified their' concurrence 
in a vote that the tea should not be landed, and that 
it should be sent back in the same bottoms; but 
clearances from the custom-house, and a pass from 
the governor, being refused, an immense crowd 
repaired to the quay in the evening of the. 18th of 
December, and about seventeen of the most resolute, 
in the disguise of Mohawk Indians, boarded the ves- 
sels, broke open 342 chests of tea, and discharged 
fheir contents into the water. 

The ministry not being in possession of these facts 
at the meeting of the Parliament on the 13th of 
January, 1774, no mention was made of American 
aflairs in the speech from the throne; but on the 7th 
of March, a message was delivered from his Majesty 
to both Houses, informing them, that, in consequence 
of the unwarrantable practices carried on in Nprth 
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America, and particularly of the violent and out- 
rageous proceedings at Boston, with a view of 
obstructing the commerce of this kingdom, and upon 
grounds and pretences immediately subversive of its 
constitution, it was thought fit to lay the whole 
matter before Parliament — recommending to their 
serious consideration, what farther ‘regulations or 
permanent provisions might be necessary to be esta- 
blished. This message v'as accompanied by a great 
number of papers, which .sufficiently .showed the spirit 
that prevailed all over the continent. In the address of 
thanks for these communications, the House assured 
his Majesty that they would exert every means in 
their power of effectually providing for the due exe- 
cution of the laws, and securing the just dcpcndance 
of the colonies. Th.e first step taken to accomplish 
this end w’as the introduction of a bill, which was 
rapidly and almost unanimou.sly carried through both 
Houses, for shutting up the port of Boston, and pro- 
hibiting the lailing or unlading of all goods or mer- 
chandize at any place within its precincts, from and 
after the Ist of June, until it .should appear to liis 
Majesty that peace and obedience to the law's were 
so far restored in the town, that trade might again be 
safely carried on, and his Maje.sty’s customs be duly 
collected ; in which case his Majesty might by pro- 
clamation open the harbour; but not till it should 
al.so sufficiently appear, that full coinpen.sation had 
been made to the Bast Inrlia Company for the de- 
.struction of their tea, and to all others who had suf- 
fered by the late riots. The board of customs was, 
in the mean time, to be removed to the town of 
Salem. But as the prevention of future enormities 
was an object of still greater importance than the 
punishment of those w'hich were past, and as the 
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kitter seemed greatly owing to the weakness of the 
civil power in the colony of Massachusct’s Bay, and 
to other radical defects in the frame of their govern- 
ment, it was 'now proposed to assimilate their consti- 
tution more nearly to that of the royal governments 
in America, and to their prototype, the government 
of Great Britain. For this purpose an act was passed 
to deprive the lower house of assembly of the privilege 
of electing the members of the council, and to vest 
that privilege in the crown ; to authorize the King, 
or his substitute the governor, to appoint judges, 
magistrates, and sheriffs; to empower the sheriffs to 
summon and return juries; and to prohibit town 
meetings from being called by the select merir unless 
with the consent of the governor. Such a restraint 
was deemed necessary, not only to suppre.ss the spirit 
of faction in the province itself, but to prevent the 
rest of the colonies from being tainted by its example. 
The next expedient was a bill for the impartial admi- 
nistration of justice in Massachusct’s Bay, empowering 
the governor, with the advice of the council, in case 
any person was indicted in that province for murder, 
or any other capital offence, and it should appear by 
information on oath that the fact had been committed 
in the exercise or aid of magistracy in suppressing 
riots, and that a fair trial could not be had in the 
province, to send the person so indicted into any other 
colony, or to Great Britain, to be tried ; the act to 
continue in force four years. The opposition made 
to these bills, in their progress through both House.s, 
was feeble and unpopular ; but another act that fol- 
lowed them, for making more effectual provision for 
the government of the province of Quebec, was vio- 
lently opposed within doors, and excited much clamour 
without. The objects of this act were, to secure to 
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the inhabitants of that province the free exercise of 
their religion, and to thje Roman Catholic clergy 
their rights, agreeably to the articles of capitulation 
at the time of the surrender of the province ; to con- 
firm the English laws, and a trial by jury in criminal 
cases, but, in civil cases, to restore the ancient French 
laws and a trial without jury, as being more acceptable 
to the Canadians ; to establish a council, holding their 
commissions from and at the pleasure of the King, 
who were to exercise all the powers of legislation, 
except that of imposing taxes; and lastly, to extend 
the limits of the province, which, reaching far to the 
southward behind the other settlements, might be 
made to serv^ as a check upon them, if necessary. 
Lord Chatham’s speech against this bill tended greatly 
to inflame the minds of the people : he called it a child 
of inordinate power, and asked if any of the bench of 
bishops would hold it out for baptism. 

Such were the principal measures adopted this session 
by theBritish Parliamentfor maintaining the authority 
of the mother country over the colonies. Four ships of 
the line had also been fitted out for Boston ; and as a 
military force might in like manner be necessary to 
reduce its inhabitants to obedience, an act was passed 
to provide commodious quarters for officers and soldiers 
on that service ; and General Gage, commander-in- 
chief in America, w'as appointed governor of Massachu-* 
set’s Bay, in the room of Mr. Hutchinson, who had 
de.sired leave to come to England. The general w’as 
farther invested with full powers to grant pardons, 
and to remit fines and forfeitures, to such offenders 
as should appear to be tit objects of mercy : but the 
people nf Boston did not seem disposed to court his 
Jenity or indulgence. Having just received intelli- 
gence of the bill for shutting up their port, they 
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were all conveneil to take it into consideration the 
very day after the new g'overnor’s arrival. At this 
meeting*, resolutions were passed, and ordered to be 
transmitted to the other colonies, inviting* them to 
enter into an agreement to stop all imports and 
exports to and from Great Britain, Ireland, and 
every part of the West Indies, as the only means, 
they said, that were left for the salvation of North 
America and her liberties. Copies of the act were 
also multiplied with the utmost tiis,vtit(;h, and sent to 
every part of the continent, where they produced the 
same effects as poets ascril)e to the Furies’ torch, 
setting all the countries through which they passed 
in a dame. Addresses from u’ost of the provinces 
arrived in a short time at Boston, exhorting the 
inhitbitants to persevere in their opposition to such 
an attack on their civil rights, and declaring that all 
British America considered themselves as sufferers in 
the common cause. A general congress ■was also 
determined upon; and Philadelphia being cotnmo- 
diously situated for the purpose, the first meeting of 
delegates from the several colonies was appointed to 
take place there in the beginning of September; 
and, in the mean time, engagements, under the title 
of a solemn league and covenant, were universally 
entered into for the purpose of suspending all com- 
mercial intercourse with Great Britain, and renounc- 
ing all communication with those who should refuse 
to sign this covenant, notwithstanding a proclamation 
from General Gage, styling such an agreement an 
unlawful, hostile, and traitorous combina.tion. He 
was even obliged to dissolve the provinci*al assembly, 
h*aviug found every other method ineffectual to put a 
stop to their violent proceedings. But those of the 
general congress wero of a still more alarming ten* 
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dency. The delegates met on the day appointed at 
Philadelphia ; they were fifty-one in number, chosen 
in such proportions from the different colonies as 
corresponded with their varied extent and population, 
though each colony had but one distinct and separate 
vote : they sat with the doors locked, no person but 
a member being permitted to be present at their 
deliberations, and all their proceedings, except what 
they thought fit to make known, being kept pro- 
foundly secret. Among their first resolves was a 
vote, which passed unanimously, expressing their deep 
sense of the sufferings of their countrymen in the 
province of Massachuset's Bay, under the late unjust, 
cruel, and oppressive acts of the British Parliament; 
thoroughly approving the wisdom and fortitude of 
the opposition made to those measures; and asserting 
it to be the duty of all America not only to contribute 
to the relief of the sufferers, but to assist in repelling 
any force which might be employed to carry ^uch 
acts into execution. The congress also drew up and 
published a declaration of rights, little short of absolute 
independency, with the copy of a formal instrument 
in writing, signed by the members, and recommended 
to their constituents, renouncing all intercourse with 
the mother country, till redress should be obtained 
for the violation of those rights ; — a petition to the 
King, enumerating the several grievances, and blend- 
ing professions of loyalty with a firm demand of the 
abolition of the obnoxious statutes, as the only means 
of restoring harmony between Great Britain and the 
colonies; — an apology to the people of England for 
the suspension of commerce, which, they said, neces- 
sity alone, and a regard to self-preservation, obliged 
them to adopt; — a memorial to the inhabitants of the 
colonies, designed tt* explain to them in what manner 
VOL. I. 3 K 
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they were all interested in the state of the people of 
Boston j urging them to a compliance with the non- 
importation, non-consumption, and non-exportation 
agreement; and advising them to extend their views 
to the most unhappy events, and to be in all respects 
prepared for every contingency ; — and, lastly, an 
address to the Canadians, the object of which was to 
render them discontented under their new form of 
government, and to induce them to join in the gene- 
ral confederacy. After these public acts, which the 
congress completed in a session of fifty-two days, it 
dissolved itself, having previously recommended that 
another congress should be held the 10th of May 
following. The eflFects of its decrees were quickly 
seen throughout the provinces ; a spirit of resistance 
to the British government discovered itself almost 
every where, but particularly in Massachuset’>s Bay, 
which was considered as the grand focus of American 
rebellion. The courts of judicature were totally sus- 
pended ; all person.s accepting offices under the late 
laws were declared enemies to their country : every 
step taken by General Gage for the accommodation 
and security of the troops under his command was 
obstructed as much as possible ; his recal of i^rits 
which, he had issued fur convening the. general court 
of representatives in October was disregarded : they 
met in direct contempt of the authority which forbade 
them ; voted themselves into a provincial congress, 
with Mr. Hancock at their head ; appointed a com- 
mittee to present a remonstrance to the governor ; 
and, on his refusing to recognise them as a lawful 
assembly, they proceeded to exercise all the fanction.s 
not only of the legislative, but of the executive power. 
At one of their subsequent meetings, a plan was drawn 
up for the immediate defence of thp province; maga- 
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zines of ammunition and stores were provided fof 
12)000 militia ; and an enrolment was made of minute 
men, so called from their enga^ing^ to turn out with 
their arms at a minute's warning. General Gage 
clearly foresaw the inevitable issue of such proceed- 
ings ; but he still confined himself to the mildest 
measures that were consistent with prudence and 
necessary caution, being resolved, that, if the sword 
must be at last unsheathed, it should not appear 
owing to any precipitancy on his part. He admo- 
nished the people, though iu vain, not to be ensnared 
by the provincial congress, nor led by their influence 
to incur the penalties of sedition, treason, and rebel- 
lion : besides fortifying a narrow isthmus, called 
Boston Neck, that connects the town with the con- 
tinent, by means of which the inhabitants of that 
place became in some sort hostages for the behaviour 
of the rest of their countrymen, he took care to 
secure such magazines as were within his reach, and 
to spike the cannon of some batteries, to prevent 
their being .serviceable to an enemy. The activity 
of the Americans sometimes defeated his utmost 
circumspection. An armed body of them made 
themselves masters of the fort at Portsmouth in New 
Hampshire, and sent off the powder it contained to 
a place of safety. They also surprised another small 
fort in the same province, called William and Mary, 
which was garrisoned by only one officer and five 
men, to whom they did no personal injury, but took 
possession of the ammunition and ordnance. A pro- 
clamation, which had been issued in England, pro- 
hibiting the exportation of military stores, operated 
as a strong incitement to the eagerness of the colo- 
nists to procure such supplies. Mills for making 
gunpowder, and manufactories for arms, were set up 
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in several places ; and the ddvice of congress “ to 
prepare for every contingency,” was implicitly fol- 
lowed by all the provinces. 

. While every thing bore the most unfavourable 
.aspect in America, the British cabinet at home 
thought it right, before a blow was struck, to take 
the sense of the nation on a subject which involved 
the deare.st interests oF the empire, and a dissolution 
of Parliament was accordingly resolved upon, to give 
the people an opportunity of manifesting their senti- 
ments in the choice of representatives, and to free 
the latter from any restraint with regard to a change 
of system, if it should be deemed advisable. The 
same House of Commons, which had so recently as 
well as repeatedly given its sanction to vigorous 
measures, could not, with a good grace, rescind its 
own most deliberate acts ; but another body of re- 
presentatives would not be tied down to an involun- 
tary perseverance in support of the resolutions of 
their predecessors. The proclamation for dLssolving 
the Parliament, which had sat six years, was issued 
on the 30th of September; and the writs for calling 
a new one were made returnable on the 29th of 
November following, the shortness of the interval 
being intended to prevent those flagrant excesses of 
turbulence, faction, intrigue, and venality, which had 
disgraced the last general election. Although some 
of the elections were warmly contested, the general 
complexion of the new Parliament differed little from 
that of the old one. Wilkes was returned for Mid- 
dlesex without the least opposition, the court pru- 
dently avoiding at such a time any renewal of those 
contests which had been a source of so much vexation. 
The strength of the ministry in the new Parliament 
appeared on the first day of its meeting, when no com- 
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petiter for the chair was started against Sir Fletcher 
Norton ; and afterwards, in the debate on an address 
of thanks to his Majesty for his speech from the 
throne, df which- the disobedience of the colonies 
constituted the chief topic. As the address implied 
a general approbation of the steps taken by his Ma- 
jesty to carry into execution the late laws, and to 
restore peace and good order in Massachuset’s Bay, 
an amendment was proposed on the side of opposition, 
and supported by all their strength. Their numbers, 
however, amounted only to 73 against 264 who voted 
for the original address. Nothing else of a remark- 
able nature occurred in Parliament before the holidays, 
except that the estimates, as stated to the Commons^ 
were entirely formed upon a peace establishment, and 
that nine out of thirteen peers in the minority signed 
a protest against the address, being the first of the 
kind which had ever appeared on the journals of the 
Upper House.' It may also be deemed worthy of 
notice, that the Lords now at length put an end to 
that illiberal contention with the Commons, by which, 
ever since the year 1770, the members of each House 
W'ere interdicted from the other. 

The most interesting occurrence which took place 
on the continent of Europe in the course of this year, 
was the death of Louis the Fifteenth of France, who 
expired oh the 10th of May, in the sixty-fourth year 
of hfs age and fifty-niuth of his reign. The gross 
debauchery, equally unworthy of his age and station, 
into which he had sunk during his latter years, and 
his despotic measures with respect to the Parliaments, 
had entirely rendered inapplicable his early appella- 
tion of the well beloved. He was succeeded by his 
grandson, the ill-fated Louis the Sixteenth, then not 
more than twenty years of age, a prince of amiable 
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mannera, but educated in a corrupt court, \rhich ill 
fitted hini for the arduous part he was destined to 
act. The youn^ Kingfj however, commenced his 
reig^n'with some popularity. The restoration of the 
parliaments, which had been banished by his grand- 
father, endeared him to the people ; and the removal 
of the whole ministers, and the recal of the Count de 
Maurepas, the friend and confidant of his father, who 
had been twenty-three years banished from court, 
uaanifested a disposition to consult and pursue the 
reel interests of his country. 

This year was also remarkable for the death of the 
famous Pope Clement the Fourteenth, better known 
by the name of Ganganelli, not without strong sus- 
picions of poison from the malignity of the Jesuits, 
in revenge for the abolition of their order ; though 
his gradual decline may be attributed to natural 
causes, having attained his seventieth year. 


CHAPTER X. 

Parliament having met after the recess. Lord 
Dartmouth, on the 20th of January, 1775, laid before 
the Peers a number of papers relatiqgl to iimerica. 
The plan of ministerial operation had" been finally 
settled — not, however, it is understood, without con- 
siderable opposition in the cabinet. . The Earl of 
Chatham again resumed his seat in the House of 
Lords, and moved an . address to the King, most 
humbly to advise and beseech his Majesty, that, in 
order to open the way towards a happy settlement of 
the dangerous troubles in America, it may graciously 
please his Majesty to transmit orders to General 
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Gage for removing his forces from the town of Bos- 
ton. “ 1 wisli,” said he, “ not to lose a day in this 
urgent, pressing crisis ; an hour now lost in allaying 
ferments in America may produce years of calamity. 
Never will I desert, in any stage its progress, the 
conduct of this momentous business; unless fettered 
to my bed by the extremity of sickness, I will give 
it unremitted attention ; 1 will knock at the gates of 
this sleeping and confounded ministry, and will, if it 
be possible, rouse them to a sense of their danger. 
The recal of your army I urge as necessarily prepa- 
ratory to the restoration of your peace. By this it 
will appear that you are disposed to treat amicably 
and equitably, and to consider, revise, and repeal, if 
it should be found necessary, as 1 affirm it will, those 
violent acts and declarations which have disseminated 
confusion throughout the empire. Resistance to these 
acts was necessary, and therefore just; and your vain 
declarations of the omnipotence of Parliament, and 
your imperious doctrines of the necessity of submis- 
sion, will be found equally impotent to convince or 
enslave America,' who feels that tyranny is equally 
intolerable, whether it be exercised by an individual 
part of the legislature, or by the collective bodies 
which compose it. As an Englishman, I recognise 
to the Americans their supreme unalterable right of 
property. As an American, 1 would equally recog- 
nise to England her supreme right of regulating 
commerce, and navigation. This distinction is in- 
volved in the abstract nature of things; property is 
private, individual, absolute; the touch of another 
annihilates it. Trade is an extended and compli- 
cated consideration ; it reaches as far as ships can 
sail or winds can blow; it is a vast and various 
machine. To regulate the numberless movements 
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of its several parts, and Gombine them into one har- 
monious effect, for the g^oot) of the M'hole, requires the 
superintending^ wisdom and energy of the supreme 
power of the empire. On this grand practical dis> 
tinction then let us rest taxation is theirs, com- 
mercial regulation is ours. As to the metaphysical 
refinements, attempting to shew that the Americans 
are equally free from legislative control and com- 
mercial restraint, as from taxation for the purpose 
of revenue, 1 pronounce them futile, frivolous, and 
groundless. When your lordships have perused the 
papers transmitted us from America, when you con- 
sider the dignity, the firmness, and the wisdom with 
which the Americans have acted, you cannot but 
respect their cause. History, my lords, has been my 
favourite study, and in the celebrated ^ writings of 
antiquity have 1 often admired the patriotism of 
Greece and Rome j but, my lords, 1 must declare 
and avow, that, in the master states of the world, I 
know not the people, or the senate, who, in such a 
complication of difficult circumstances, can stand in 
preference to the delegates of America assembled in 
general congress in Philadelphia. 1 trust it is obvious 
to your lordships, that all attempts to impose servi- 
tude upon such men, to establish despotism over .such 
a mighty continental nation, must be vain, must be 
futile. Heaping papers on the table, or counting 
your majorities on a division, will not avert or post- 
pone the hour of danger. It must arrive, my lords, 
unless these fatal acts are done away ; it must arrive 
in all its horrors; and then these boastful ministers, 
in spite of all their confidence and Ull their manoeuvres, 
shall be compelled to hide their heads. But it is not 
repealing this or that act of Parliament, it is not 
repealing a piece of parchment, that can restore Am^ 
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rica to your bosom 3 you must repeal her fears and 
resentments, and then you may hope for her love and 
gratitude. But now, insulted with an armed force, 
irritated with an hostile array before her eyes, her 
concessions, if you could force them, would be sus- 
picious and insecure. But it is more than evident 
that you cannot force them to your unworthy terms 
of submission] it is impossible; we ourselves shall 
be forced ultimately to retract ; let us retreat while 
we can, not when we must. I repeat it, my lords, 
we shall one day be forced to undo these violent, 
oppressive acts; they must be repealed, you will 
repeal them; I pledge myself for it, that you will in 
the end repeal them ; I stake my reputation on it; I 
will consent to be taken for an idiot if they are not 
finally repealed. Avoid then this humiliating, dis- 
graceful necessity. With a dignity becoming your 
exalted situation, make the first advances to concord, 
to peace, and to happiness. Concession comes with 
better grace and more salutary effect from superior 
power ; it reconciles superiority of power with the 
feelings of men, and establishes solid confidence' on 
the foundations of afiPection and gratitude. On the 
other hand, every danger and every hazard impend 
to deter you from perseverance in the present ruinous 
measures ; foreign war hanging over your heads by n 
slight and brittle thread ; France and Spain watching 
your conduct, waiting for the maturity of your errors, 
with a vigilant eye to America and the temper of your 
colonies, more than to their own concerns, be they 
what they may. To conclude, my lords, if the mi- 
nisters thus persevere in misadvising and mislead- 
ing the King, I will not say that they can alienate 
the affections of his subjects from the crown; but 1 
affirm, they will make the crown not worth his wear- 
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ing'. I will not say that the King* is betrayed, but 1 
will pronounce that the kingdom is undone.” Lord 
Chatham’s motion was seconded by Earl Camden, 
but the cabinet lords declared that the mother coun- 
try should never relax till America confessed her 
supremacy, and obedience must be enforced by arms; 
the motion Was finally rejected by 68 voices against 
18. Notwithstanding this great majority, Lord Chat- 
ham, on the 1st of February, proposed a bill, under 
the title of “ A Provisional Act for settling the Trou- 
bles in America, and for asserting the supreme legis- 
lative authority and superintending power of Great 
Britain over the colonies.” This bill, which com- 
prehended a vast extent of matter, and seemed to 
require much separate discussion, was negatived by 
61 against 32. On the following day, Lord North 
moved, in the Commons, an address to the King, to 
return thanks for the communication of the American 
papers, to declare that a rebellion actually existed in 
the province of Massachnset’s Bay, and solemnly to 
assure his Majesty of their fixed resolution to support 
him against all rebellious attempts, in the maintenance 
of his just rights and those of the two Houses of Parlia- 
ment. A vehement debate ensued, and an amendment 
was proposed by Mr. Fox, deploring that the infor- 
mation which the papers laid before them had afforded, 
served Only to convince the House that tlie measures 
taken by his Majesty’s servant.*) tended rather to widen 
than, to heal the unhappy differences between Great 
Britain and America, and praying an alteration in 
the same. The amendment was rejected by 304 voices 
against 105; but, on receiving the report, Lord John 
Cavendish moved for its recommitment, and a second 
warm debate took place, when the numbers were 296 
against 106. The next day a conference was held 
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with the Lordsj to propose their lordships’ joining in 
the address. The debate which took place on this 
proposition was equally violent with that in the Com- 
mons; and, to the unbounded surprise of the House, 
Lord Mansfield declared, that the imposition of the 
port duties of 1767 was a measure the most absurc/ and 
pernicious that could be devised, and the cause of all 
our present and impending, evils. Lord Shelburne, 
Lord Camden, and the Duke of Grafton, also seve- 
rally declared, that they had no share in that measure* 
and had never given it their approbation, The Mar- 
quis of Rockingham, who had petitions from the 
American and West India merchants to present to 
the House, moved the previous question, that the 
allegations of the merchants might be heard, before 
any decisive step should be taken ; but on the division 
it. was negatived by 104 against 21), and the original 
motion, for uniting with the Commons in the address, 
was agreed to. 

Lord North next moved for a bill to restrain the 
trade and commerce of the New England provinces, 
and to prohibit them from carrying on the fisheries on 
the banks of Newfoundland. This, as a measure of 
political necessity, was agreed to. Before this bill hud 
passed, Lord North announced a conciliatory propo- 
.sition, which he introduced by a speech, stating the 
offer to be founded on that passage of the late address, 
which declared, that whenever any of the colonies 
should make a proper application to Parliament, we 
should be ready to affoi'd them every ju.st and reason- 
able indulgence. Theproposition was, that whenever 
any of the colonies should propose, according to their 
abilities, to raise their due proportion towards the 
■common defence, such proportion to be raised under 
the authority of the assembly of such province, and 
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disposable by Parliament; and should engage to make 
provision also for the support of the civil government, 
and the administration of justice in such province, it 
would be proper, if such proposal should be approved 
by his Majesty in Parliament, to forbear, in respect 
of such province, to levy any duties, tax, or assess- 
ments, or to propose any, except such as should be 
necessary for the regulation of trade. 

The intention of the minister is allowed, even by 
his enemies, to have been jnst and laudable; but the 
opposition treated the proposition as nugatory, insi- 
dious, and ridiculous ; and the partisans of adminis- 
tration, still known as the Bedford party, exclaimed 
against the motion, as a total abandonment of principle, 
as in direct opposition to the address, as a contradic- 
tion to all the acts and declarations of Parliament, as 
a virtual acknowledgment of injury, and as a mean 
prevarication, which could tend to no other purpose 
than to sacrifice the dignity of that House. They 
declared that they would make no concessions to 
rebels with arms in their hands; nor agree to any 
terms of conciliation, in which an express and de- 
finitive acknowledgment of the supremacy of Parlia- 
ment should not be a preliminary article. Amidst 
the tumult occasioned by this motion, the solicitor- 
general, Wedderburne, affirmed, that it was far from 
the design of the proposition to assent to a dereliction 
of the rights of Parliament, or to yield in any degree 
to the insolence of the Americans; but, on the- con- 
trary, it held forth a more wise and effectual method 
of enforcing the claims of the one, and repressing 
the arrogance of the other. Sir Gilbert Elliot recon- 
ciled the apparent deviation of the motion from the 
tenor of the address, and the other measures of 
administration, by observing that the address con- 
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tainecl two correspondent lines of conduct ; the one- 
to repress rebellion, protect loyalty, and enforce the 
lawsj the other, to afford indulg'ence to those who 
would return to their duty. Lord North, alarmed at 
the idea of a minority, acquiesced in this explanation; 
adding’, “ that his motion was founded on the well 
known maxim, ‘ Divide et impera !’ — that he had 
never expected the Americans would embrace this 
proposal, but that it was intended to disunite the 
colonies and unite the people of England.” The 
question was then carried, by 274 against 88 ; and a 
second bill, “ to restrain the trade of the colonies 
of East and West Jersey, Pennsylvania, Maryland, 
Virginia, and South Carolina, and the counties on 
the Delaware,” was passed almost without opposition. 

On the 22d of March, with the view of effecting 
a reconciliation upon a solid and rational basis, Mr. 
Burke moved a series of thirteen propositions, which 
he enforced by a most able and eloquent speech. 
These resolutions went to recognise the legal com- 
petency of the colonial assemblies for all the various 
purposes of taxation ; to acknowledge that this legal 
competency had had a just and beneficial exercise; 
and that experience had shewn the benefit of their 
grants, and the futility of parliamentary taxation as 
a method of supply. Some of the propositions related 
to the settlement of an independent judicature, ft) 
the regulation of the courts of admiralty, and to the 
repeal of the late coercive acts of Parliament. The 
previous question, however, was moved on the first 
resolution, and carried in favour of ministers by 270 
voices against 78 ; and the remainder w'ere negatived 
without a division. A few days afterw'ards Mr. 
Hartley moved, “ that letters of requisition should 
be issued, agreeably to ancient precedent, under 
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. author Jly of the crown, with a view to procure a 
permanent and voluntary contribution from the seve- 
ral colonies' towards the general expenses of the 
empire." This motion was also negatived without 
a division. On the 15th of May, Mr. Burke pre- 
sented to. the House of Commons a paper intituled 
“ A. Representation and Remonstrance from the ge- 
neral as.sembly of New York a province which 
had been considered less disaffected than any other, 
which, with North C&rolina, had refused an unre- 
served acquiescence in the resolutions of the congress, 
and had not been included in the late restraining 
acts. The remonstrance, however, was rejected, as 
containing claims inconsistent with the authority of 
Britain; a rejection which completed -that union it 
seemed to be the policy of government to prevent. 
At the close of the session, on the 26th of May, his 
Majesty expressed the most perfect satisfaction in the 
conduct of his parliament, and his entire conviction 
that tlie most salutary effects must result from such 
measures, formed and conducted on such principles. 

The storm which had been so long gathering in the 
western hemisphere, began now to break in violent 
and reiterated flashes. The inhabitants of the colo- 
nies, rather than make any concession to the British 
Parliament, were determined to risk all consequences, 
“ even though it were revealed from heaven," as one 
of their popular speakers said, “ that 999 were to 
perish in the contest, and one only of a thousand to 
survive and retain his liberty.” The British govern- 
ment was equally resolute; and though it held out 
conciliation in one hand, it brandished the sword of 
supremacy in the other. An addition to the land 
and sea forces was voted in the House of Commons, 
and a large reinforcement was ordered to Boston, 
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under the command of the Generals Howe, Clintoa, 
and Burgoyne. Massachuset’s Bay, where the spirit 
of resistance had first appeared, was destined to feel 
the first shocks of the explosion. A new provincial 
congress met early in the year, and left no means of 
alarm untried to increase the ardour of military 
preparations. They told their constituents that the 
sudden destruction of that cplony was intended ; and 
therefore urged the militia, particularly the minute 
men, to spare neither time, pains, nor expense, in 
perfecting themselves for actual service. The dis> 
cipline and caution of the King’s forces, instead of 
convincing the country people that the sword would 
be drawn with the utmost reluctance, served only to 
inspire them with greater boldness. An instance of 
this occurred on the 26th of February, when a small 
detachment, which had been ordered to Salem for 
the purpose of securing some brass cannon and held- 
pieces, hearing, on their arrival there, that the ord> 
nance was carried off that morning, and being induced 
to march into the coun'lry with the hope of recover- 
ing it, were obstructed in their design by a party of 
unarmed peasants, who took up a drawbridge that 
lay over a small river where the troops were to pass; 
and refused to let it dow'n, alleging that the road 
was not a public one, and that the bridge was private 
property. The commanding officer, seeing a boat 
in the river, was about to use it for transporting his 
men ; but some of the Americans began to cut holes 
in~the bottom ; which occasioned a scuffle. At this 
juncture, a clergyman, who had witnessed the trans- 
action, finding that the point of honour, with resjiect 
to making good the passage, was the principal object 
with the military, it being now too late in the evening 
to prosecute their original purpose, he prevailed upon 
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the people to let down the bridge. The troops then 
crossed over, merely in exercise of the right which 
they claimed ; and returned immediately after. Every 
circumstance tended to show Chat the least exertion 
of force would certainly bring things to extremities. 
A second expedition, which soon took place, had this 
fatal issue. 

General Gage, having received intelligence that a 
considerable quantity of stores, purchased by the 
agents for the provincial congress, was collected at 
Concord, a town about twenty miles from Boston, 
thought it expedient to send off the grenadiers and 
light infantry of his army, under the command of 
Lieutenant-colonel Smith, to destroy that magazine. 
The detachment, consisting of 800 or 900 men, 
embarked in boats on the night preceding the 19th 
of April, and having gone a little way up Charles 
river, landed at a place called Phipp’s Farm, whence 
they proceeded towards Concord with the utmost 
silence and dispatch, care being taken by some ofhcers 
on horseback to scour the roads, and to secure every 
person who came in their way. But notwithstanding 
these precautions, they had advanced only a few miles, 
when it was perceived, by the firing of guns and the 
ringing of bells, that the country was alarmed. Upon 
this discovery, the colonel ordered six companies of 
the light infantry to march forward in all haste, and 
to get possession of the two bridges on different roads 
leading off from the opposite side of Concord. They 
reached Lexington, fifteen miles from Bo.ston, at five 
in the morning ; but finding the militia of that town 
drawn up on a green, Major Pitcairn, who led the 
van, ordered them to disperse, and some shots were 
fired, but by which party first is not absolutely cer- 
tain. The British had o^e man wounded, and the 
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major’s horse was shot in two places ; of the militia 
eight were killed, and some wounded ; the rest dis- 
persed in an inslant. The troops continued their 
march in a body till they got near Cpncord, where 
they perceived another more numerous party of 
militia assembled upon a hill that commanded the 
entrance of the town. At the approach of the Bri- 
tish troops, they fled over one of the bridge.s on the 
other side of Concord, where the light infantry 
immediately posted themselves. The grenadiers, in 
the mean time, destroyed the ordnance and stores; 
after which they quitted the town ; and the light 
infantry being then called off from a sharp skirmish 
with the militia, who had returned to the charge at 
the bridge, the whole detachment began their march 
back to Boston. The country was now up in arms ; 
and not only the rear of the army was assailed by a con- 
tinually increasing multitude of pursuers, but a galling 
though irregular fire was directed against the flanks, 
as they passed along, from behind trees, houses, and 
hedges, which supplied the place of lines and redoubts. 
It happened, fortunately, that General Gage, appre- 
hensive of the danger of the service, had detached Lord 
Percy early in the morning with sixteen companies of 
foot, some marines, and two field pieces, to support 
Colonel Smith ; and that they were arrived at Lexing- 
ton by the time the others had returned from Concord. 
Lord Percy immediately formed his detachment into 
a square, in which he enclosed Colonel Smith’s party, 
who were almost exhausted with fatigue. In that 
position, the troops took some refreshment, and then 
resumed their march, during the remainder of which 
they were annoyed, as before, by an inces.sant,fire, 
which they could not return with any eflept, as the 
Americans were concealed, and kept running from 
VOL. I. 3 M 
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front to flank, and from flank to rear, loading* their 
pieces at one place, and discharging them at another. 
The united detachments did not reach Boston till 
sun-set : their loss, though great, fell short of what 
might be expected from their perilous and exposed 
situation in the course of so long and harassing a 
march: Go were killed, 136 wounded, and 49 missing. 
The loss of the provincials amounted to GO men, 
two-thirds of whom were killed. It was not long 
before both parties were engaged in a much more 
obstinate and bloody conflict. 

The return of the British forces, though it natu- 
rally followed the accomplishment of the purpose for 
which they had been sent, was represented all over 
the country as a defeat; and nothing was now talked 
/ of but driving the King’s troops out of Boston. The 
indignation an4 revenge of the Americans were also 
inflamed by descriptions of wanton cruelties said to 
have been committed by the regulars in their retreat, 
and by a report that the grand object of the enter- 
prise was to seize Hancock and Adams, two of the 
most popular members of the provincial congress. 
The only circumstance which could give any plau- 
sibility to this report was the order to secure the 
bridges beyond Concord ; though such a measure 
must have been deemed necessary to prevent the 
-stores from being carried oflf that way. Those libels, 
however, being sanctioned by the congress, had the 
desired effect : the militia poured in so fast from all 
the distant parts of the province, that an army of 
20,000 men was soon assembled under the command 
of Colonels Ward, Fribble, Heath, Present,- and 
Thomas, who acted as temporary generals, and hav- 
ing fixed their head quarters at Cambridge, formed 
a line of encampment, the right wing of which 
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extended from that town to Roxburgh, and the left 
to the river Mystic, the distance between the points 
being about thirty miles. ' They strengthened this 
line with artillery ; and were speedily joined by a 
large detachment of troops from Connecticut, under 
Colonel Putnam, an old officer who had served with 
great reputation in the two last wars. Rules and 
orders for the government of this army were pub- 
lished by the provincial congress, who also voted the 
issuing of a considerable sum in paper currency to 
defray its expenses, for the redemption of which the 
faith of the province was pledged. The same con- 
gress passed a resolution on the 5th of May, declar- 
ing that General Gage had, by the late transactions, 
utterly disqualified himself from serving that colony 
as a governor, or in any other capacity ; and that, 
therefore, no obedience was due to him ; but on the 
contrary, that he was to be considered and guarded 
against as an inveterate enemy. The general took 
no notice of this manifesto : the troops he had with 
him being barely sufficient for the purposes of defence, 
he quietly waited for reinforcements from England, 
which arrived about the end of May. These were soon 
followed by some regiments from I reland ; and though 
the number of the whole did not exceed J 0,000, being 
equal to little more than a third of the provincial 
army that blockaded Boston, yet the former were 
formidable, from the excellence of the troops, and 
the high character of the principal officers. But the 
commander -in -chief, though a brave and amiable 
man, wanted some of the most essential requisites in 
so important a station — sagacity, decision, secrecy, 
and vigour. His neglect to secure such of the sur- 
rounding heights as commanded the town or harbour 
of Boston, immediately on the arrival of the rein- 
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way in several parts. It is said, that Greneral Howe, 
who led on the right wing, was, for a few seconds, 
left nearly alone, most of the officers round his person 
being either killed or wounded. At this juncture. 
General Clinton, who arrived from Boston during 
the engagement, was eminently serviceable in rally- 
ing the troops, and by a happy manoeuvre almost 
instantaneously brought them back to the charge. 
The British soldiers, stung with the reflection of 
having given way before an enemy whom they 
despised, now returned w'ith irresibiible impetuosity, 
forced the intrenchments with fixed bayonets, and 
drove the Americans from their works. The latter, 
thus driven, fled with precipitation | bnt as no pursuit 
was ordered, they were suffered to retire unmolested, 
except in passing Charlestown Neck, which was 
enfiladed by the guns of the Glasgow sloop of war 
and some floating batteries; and here the provincials 
sustained their greatest loss. The whole, however, 
amounted, according to their own accounts, only 
to 449 men, of whom 145 w'ere killed or missing, 
and the rest wounded. But the victory was more 
dearly purchased by the British troops, of whom 226 
were killed, and 828 wounded, nineteen commis- 
sioned officers being amongst tbeformer, and seventy 
amongst the latter. The deaths of Lieutenant-colonel 
Abercrombie, and of Majors Pitcairn, Williams, and 
Spendlove, who signalized themselves in an eminent 
degree on this occasion, were sincerely regretted. 
The Americans also lost some ofiicers- of rank ; but 
they lamented most the fate of Dr. ^^arren, the 
president of the provincial congress, who, acting as a 
major-general, commanded the party in the redoubt, 
and was killed, fighting gallantly at their head. 

Few engagements are free from some accident or 
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mistake; and one, which occurred in the action at 
Bunker’s Hill, is supposed to have rendered that 
day more disastrous than it would otherwise have 
been to the British forces. During’ the battle,' a 
supply of cannon-ball, sent from Boston, being of 
larger dimensions than fitted the calibres of the field 
pieces, the farther use of the artillery was thereby 
prevented. Another circumstance which appears 
unaccountable is, that the soldiers were encumbered 
with three days’ provisions and knapsacks on their 
backs, which, together with cartouche-box, ammu- 
nition, and firelock, may be estimated at 126 pounds 
weight. Under such a load,' enough of itself to 
exhaust them before they came to action, they were 
ordered, in the middle of a hot summer’s day, and 
in the very face of a most destructive and unremitted 
fire, to ascend a steep hill, covered with grass reach- 
ing to their knees, and intersected by the walls and 
fences of various enclosures, when much of the diffi- 
culty and danger might have been avoided by landing 
them in the rear of the provincial intrenchment. 
This would also have rendered the breast-work of 
the Americans useless ; and their whole detachment, 
being thereby enclosed in the peninsula, would pro- 
bably have surrendered at discretion. Even in pur- 
suing the other, plan, the assault on the whole front 
seems injudicious, when the enemy’s left wing was 
covered with nothing more than a breast-work of 
rails and hay, easy to be scrambled over; and behind 
it was an open hill that commanded their redoubt 
and lines. Thus the valour, perseverance, and dis- 
cipline of the British troops were put to the severest 
trial; whilst the Americans, no pursuit being oitlered, 
boasted that, though driven from a post, they had 
nearly -all the advantages of a victory, as they put a 
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stop to the offensive operations of an enemy sent to 
subdue them, and immediately after the action threw 
up works upon another eminence opposite to Bunker’s 
Hill, on their side of Charlestown ; so that the Bri- 
tish troops were as closely invested in that peninsula 
as they had before been in Boston. The blockade 
was continued during the remainder of the year, 
without any decisive efforts on either side. 

The general congress met at Philadelphia on the 
10th of May, regardless of a circular letter from 
Lord Dartmouth, forbidding in the King’s name the 
election of delegates, and proceeded to exercise all 
the powers of a supreme legislative body. Among 
their first acts were resolutions for raising an army, and 
establishing a large paper currency for its payment; 
also a declaratiou that, by the late violation of the 
charter of Massachuset’s Bay, the compact between 
the crown and that colony was dissolved. Lord 
North’s conciliatory proposition having been referred 
to them by the provincial assemblies, was unani- 
mously rejected as unreasonable and insidious ; and 
this rejection determined its fate in all the colonies. 
Even Georgia, though peculiarly favoured by the 
British government, joined in the general alliance; 
and both New York and Carolina, notwithstanding 
their former moderation, had also sent delegates to 
the congress. From these accessions to the confede- 
racy, they henceforward assumed the title of The 
Thirteen United Colonies. Congress paid so little 
regard to General Gage’s proclamation, that they 
chose Hancock for their pre.sident, under whose sig- 
nature a “ Declaration” was published by their order 
on the 6th of July, setting forth the causes and 
necessity of their closing with the appeal, which, 
they said, was made by the British legislature from 
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reason to arms. After entering into a detail of all 
the old grievances, they charged General Gage vvith 
having vented falsehoods and calumnies, and with a 
breach of his promise to the inhabitants of Boston, 
that they should have liberty to quit the town, and 
to take with them their other property, if they would 
lay down their arms. The declaration then stated, 
that endeavours had been used by the British govern- 
ment to instigate the Canadians and Indians to attack 
the colonists; that schemes had also beOn formed to 
excite domestic enemies against them ; and that they 
felt, as far as the vengeance of administration could 
inflict them, the complicated calamities of Are, sword, 
and famine. The congress next assumed a -loftier 
tone. “ Our internal resources,” said they, “ are 
great; and, if necessary, foreign assistance is un- 
doubtedly attainable. We gratefully acknowledge, 
as signal instances of the Divine favour towards .lis, 
that his providence would not permit us to be called 
into this severe controversy, until we were grown up 
to our present strength, had been previously exercised 
in warlike operations, and possessed of the means of 
defending ourselves.” But, as they were sensible 
that the hint of foreign assistance, though necessary 
to encourage their own people, must alarm the inha- 
bitants of other parts of the empire, where they were 
still desirous of retaining partisans, they added, that 
necessity had not yet driven them into that desperate 
measure, and that they had not raised armies with 
ambitious designs of separating from the mother 
country. This declaration was followed by distinct 
addresses to the peop^le of Great Britain and of Ire- 
land, more fully insisting upon the same points ; and 
by a .second petition to the King, which was brought 
to England by Richard Penn, proprietary governor 
VOL. I. 3 N 
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of Pennsylvania. It vi'as certainly expressed in 
respectful and conciliatory terms, but the real Sen- 
timents of the petitioners must be gathered from 
their actions rather than their professions. 

Soon after the vote for raising an army, the com- 
mission of general and commander-in-chief was given 
by congress to George Washington, Esq. a gentleman 
of ample fortune in Virginia, who had distinguished 
himself early in life by his gallant exertions in the 
late war, particularly on the day of firaddock’s defeat, 
^hen, at the head of the provincial militia, he covered 
the retreat of the regular troops, and prevented their 
totol destruction. So universal was the high opinion 
of his. talents and his virtues, that the voice of the 
people may be said to have directed the appointment j 
and no man ever more fully justified their hopes. 
The congress also nominated Artemas Ward, Charles 
Lee, Philip Schuyler, and Israel Putnam, major-ge- 
nerals, and Horatio Gates, adjutant-general. Ward, 
Schuyler, and Putnam, were natives of America: 
Gates and Lee were Englishmen : they had both 
acquired some reputation during the last war : Lee 
ill particular had signalised himself in the defence of 
Portugal ; but a disdain of superiority, rather than a 
genuine ardour, caused him to be warmly attached 
to the principle of democratic liberty. On the 
prospect of a war with the colonies, he resigned 
his commission in the British army, and offered his 
services to congcess, by whom, they were gladly 
accepted. These and some other arrangements for 
the support of the army being made, congress soon 
threw off the mask, and no longer adhering to the 
plausible system of mere defence, formed a bold 
scheme of hostile invasion. A variety of circumstances 
concurred to point out Canada as an inviting object 
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of attack. Its sitaation, at the back of the other 
colonies, stretching from Nova Scotia almost t^ ^tl^e 
southern extremity of Pennsylvania, left it Very mm^ 
exposed to inroads, and made it, at the same time, a 
desiral)le acquisition for the security of all the adjoining 
settlements. The first congress had, by their insinu- 
ating address, considerably weakened the attachment 
of the inhabitants of that province jjp its governors, 
and filled them with prejudices against the Quebejc 
act, which was represented as a violation of the n^os^ 
sacred compacts, — as an attempt to rivet the chains of 
arbitrary power on those new subjects of Great Britain, 
and to deprive thenvfor ever of the chief blessings re- 
sulting from her constitution. In consequence of these 
suggestions, the^ French Canadians became as nnucb 
disgusted with the act as the British settlers; and' 
when lately called upon by General Carleton to take 
up arms, they absolutely refused to interfere in any 
di.sputes that might arise between the mother couqtry 
and her natural children. But the present congress, 
well knowing that general’s zeal, enterprising spirit, 
and military talents, were convinced that, as spon as 
his authority was supported by the arrival of a body 
of English forces, he would cojnpol the people impli- 
citly to obey him, and to second any designs he might 
form against jin open and widely extended frontier. 
They resolved, therefore, to carry the war at once 
into the very heart of Canada, though such a step 
exposed to the world the fallacy of all their former 
professions. Opposition, to government had hitherto 
been kept up on the avowed principle of maintaining 
certain rights and immunities of the people, and ip 
such a case, supposing the premises to be fairly 
stated, resistance was looked upon by many as con- 
sistent with the spirit of the British constitution, and 
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as sanctioned by precedents of the first authority ; 
but to render themselves directly the aggressors, and 
invade a province to which they liad no claim, totally 
overthrew every plea of justifiable resistance. 

In pursuance of the resolutions of congress to attack 
Canada, Generals Schuyler and Montgomery were 
dispatched with 300U men to Lake Champlain, across 
][Khich 6at,-bottqRie(l boats were to convey them down 
tb^ river Sorrel. Crown Point, near the southern 
extremity of Lake Champlain, and Ticonderoga, at 
the north end of Lake George, which form, as it 
were, the gates of Canada on that quarter, had been 
already secured by a party of private adventurers 
under the command of Ethan Allen, whom they 
! called their colonel, though he had not any commis- 
sion from the congress. General Montgomery, on 
his arrival at Crown Point with a party of the forces 
destined for the expedition, having received intelli- 
gence th^t a large schooner and some other armed 
vessels, which lay at the fort of St. John on the 
river Sorrel, were preparing to enter the lake, and 
thereby effectually obstruct his design, proceeded 
directly to a little island, called Isle anx Noix, which 
commands the entrance of the lake, and took neces- 
sary measures to guard against the passage of those 
vessels. Being joined by Schuyler a few days after, 
they were induced to try the success of a sudden 
attack on St. John’s; but they soon felt the necessity 
of deferring their operation.s until the arrival of some 
expected artillery and reinforcements. In this inter- 
val Schuyler returned to Albany, in order to conclude 
tt. treaty jW Hi ch he had been for some time negociating 
'with thi^: Indians in that quarter, when, the command 
■pf the« detachment devolved on Montgomery, who, 
being jji^ned by the expected reinforcements, advanced 
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to the siege of St. John’s on the 17th of September. 
Nearly at the same time Allen thought to raise him- 
self into importance by surprising the town of Mon- 
treal, which he attempted at the head of about 150 
Americans and Indians, without communicating his 
intentions to Montgomery, or endeavouring to procure 
any other assistance. The event was suitable to the 
temerity of the undertaking. Being met at some 
distance from the town by the militia and a few regu- 
lars under the command of Major Campbell, he was 
defeated and taken prisoner, with near forty of his party, 
such of the rest as survived escaping in the woods. 

Montgomery’s progress in the siege of St. John 
was very much retarded by the want of sufficient 
ammunition, as well as by the intrepid and vigorous 
resistance of the garrison, though greatly inferior in 
number to the assailants. The whole military force 
of Canada, at the time of its being invaded, was only 
about 800 men, 500 of whom, under the command 
of Major Preston, were posted at St. John’s; and 
the defence of another little fortress called Cliambl^e, 
which lay five miles farther in the country, was 
intru.sted to Major Stopford' and 100 men. General 
Carleton, by the greatest exertions, collected at Mon- 
treal near 1000 men, chiefly Canadians, and with 
these he intended to join some new levies under 
Colonel Maclean, and inarch to the relief of St. 
John’s; but, upon his attempting to pass over from 
Montreal, his landing W'as opposed by a body of 
provincials at Longueil, who had plalited two pieces 
of cannon on the shore, with, which they easily 
repulsed the Canadians, and forced General Carleton 
to relinquish bis design. Nor was Colonel Maclean 
more fortunate; for though he had with unwearied 
diligence got together about 600 men, yet being 
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fiercely attacked by some provincials, and the news 
of, General Carleton’s repulse arrivings at the same 
juncture, he was deserted by almost half his fol- 
lowers, who were natives of the country ; and he 
therefore thought it advisable, without waiting for 
farther instructions, to return to Quebec with the 
rest of his party, consisting of Scotch emigrants, 
who had lately arrived in America, but in conse- 
quence of the troubles had not obtained settlements, 

A detacbment of Montgomery's army had now made 
themselves masters of Fort Chambl^e, where they 
found 1 24 barrels of gunpowder, besides other stores, 
which enabled the American commander to push the 
siege of St. John’s with fre.sh vigour. The garrison, 
after holding out to the last extremity, surrendered 
on the 13th of November. Immediately on this 
event! as Montreal was incapable of making nny~ 
defence. General Carleton did not stay there to wait 
the certain advance of a victorious enemy only twelve 
miles distant, but was conveyed down the river, by. 
favour of a dark night, in a whale boat with muffled 
paddles, past the provincial guards and batteries, and 
arrived safely at Quebec, which he found environed 
with danger from an unexpected quarter. 

Colonel Arnold, an active and enterprising officer 
in the service of congress, having obtained General 
Washington’s approbation of a plan for penetrating 
into the lower part of Canada, by a route hitherto 
nntried, had set off from the camp near Boston in 
the middle of September, with about 1 100 men, and, 
after suffering incredible hardships, reached the plains 
of Canada in six 'weeks after his departure from 
Boston, and encamped opposite to Quebec, at a spot 
'called Point Levi.- But notwithstanding' the con- 
sternation occasioned by his sudden appearance, and 
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the supposed impossibility of such an achievement, 
he was repulsed with great slaughter in bU first 
attempt to force the gate of St. Louis on the 14th 
of November. This was chiefly owing to the very 
judicious and gallant conduct of Colonel Maclean, 
who, with his faithful adherents, had entered the 
city the evening before. General Carleton arrived 
on the 20th ; and Arnold, fully convinced of the 
fruitlessness of any farther 60*01*18 without artillery, 
which he could not have brought with him, resolved 
to wait for Montgomery’s arrival. The latter had 
been detained, after the capture of Montreal, in pre- 
paring batteaux with^light artillery to be employed 
against some armed vessels, on board of which were 
Brigadier-general Frescot and several other ofiicers, 
with a large quantity of military stores. They were 
soon obliged to surrender, it being impracticable to 
save the ships j and Montgomery having left some 
troops in the forts, and sent detachments into dif- 
ferent parts of the province to tempt the Canadians 
to engage in the rebellion, as well as to forward 
supplies, pushed on, with as many men as could be 
spared from these services, to join Arnold at Point 
Levi. On the 5th of December the junction took 
place, and Montgomery sent a flag with a summons, 
which was fired at froln the town, and all corre- 
spondence forbidden. The governor’s first care was 
to oblige those to quit the town, with their families, 
who refused to take up arms in its defence, the whole 
number of the garrison amounting only to 1600 men, 
a number very disproportioned to its defence, and 
composed principally of recruits, militia, marines, and 
seamen belonging to the ships that wintered in the 
harbour. It does not appear that Montgomery’s 
forces were considerably superior, in number or qua- 



472 HISTOBT OF ENGLAND. [1775. 

]ity, to those that defended the town. He cpm- 
menced a bombardment with five small mortars ; and, 
in a few days after, opened a six g’un battery at about 
700 yards distance from the walls ; but his metal, 
which Consisted only of twelve pounders, was too 
lig'ht to do any great damage ; and his batteries, 
being composed of snow and water that quickly 
became solid ice, were demolished almost as soon as 
they were erected. The assailants now felt themselves 
in a very unpleasant situation : tlie winter began to 
be severely felt] the ground was covered with a deep 
snow ; and human nature did not seem capable of 
long withstanding the unitec^ rigours of the season 
and the climate in the field. The time also for 
which many of Montgomery’s soldiers had engaged 
was expiring ; and as they might insist on returning 
home, he thought that something decisive must be 
done without delay. To attempt the city by storm 
seemed an effort truly desperate ; this, however, was 
determined upon ; and early in the morning, on the 
last day of the year, Montgomery, having divided 
his army into four unequal parts for the purpose of 
distracting the garrison, undertook, with the largest 
division, consisting of 900 men, the most perilous 
part of the enterprise. He was killed in the first 
onset: all the officers and soldiers near bis person 
shared the same fate ; and the rest, after sustaining 
for about half an hour a dreadful discharge of cannon 
and musketry,' retreated in the utmost disorder. Ar^ 
nold, with about 700 men, was for some time more 
successful, having, in less than an hour, forced the 
first and second barriers of that quarter against which 
his attack was directed ; but his leg being shattered 
by a musket ball early in the engagement, he was 
carried off to the camp. His officers and men, how> 
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ever, knowings nothings of Montgomery’s misfortune, 
pushed on with unnbated ardour, and were actually 
Implying ladders to the third barrier, when they 
received a sudden and irrecoverable check. The 
main force of the garrison, now relieved from other 
objects, was turned against this bold party of assail- 
■'nts j and whilst they were already fully occupied in 
front, a large detachment with several field pieces 
poured upon their rear, and compelled them, after 
maintaining the conflict for three hours, to lay down 
their arms. The prisoners were treated with the 
greatest humanity by the governor, whose conduct 
throughout the conflict merited every eulogium. The 
shattered remains of the besiegers, who were reduced 
to about 700, retired a few miles from the city, where 
they strengthened their quarters under the apprehen- 
sion of a pursuit from the garrison; but though the 
action had made them greatly superior in number, 
they were unfit for a service of that nature. 

The mortification of congress at the failure of this 
expedition, of the success of which they had formed 
the most sanguine expectations, was particularly 
aggravated by the loss of Montgomery, whom they 
looked upon as second only to Washington in military'^ 
genius. He was a native of Ireland, had served 
with great applause in the late war, and was regret- 
ted both by friend and foe, his qualities and disposition 
having procured him an uncommon share of private 
aflection, as his abilities had of public esteem. Hav- 
ing married a lady anri purchased an estate in New 
York, he was from thence induced to consider him- 
self as. an American, and, forgetting the duties of 
allegiance imposed on him by his birth, to devote his 
talents to the service of the congress, who gave him 
the rank of brigadier-general. His conduct in the 
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expedition to Canada equally spirited and jlidi 
cious ; and his heroisna, in tKe last scene, shone forth 
with increasing lustre. His body, being found the 
day after the attack, was interred with all military 
and funeral honours by General Carleton, who had 
the magnanimity to esteem and acknowledge merit 
even in an enemy. 

The events of this first campaign, as it may be called, 
in the province of Massachuset’s Bay, and in Canada, 
seemed to require a particular detail ; but a general 
view of what occurred at the same period in the 
other provinces will 'be sufficient. Lord 'Dunmore, 
governor of Virginia, in consequence of the disputes 
long subsisting between him and the people, which 
rose by degrees to the roost alarming- violence, was 
induced to take refuge on board the Fowey man of 
war in the month of June; -and his authority being 
soon after disavowed by the convention of delegates, 
he proclaimed martial law, and immediate emancipa- 
tion to all negroes and indented servants able and 
willing to bear arms in his Majesty’s service— a mea- 
sure which caused the greatest irritation, without 
being productive of any adequate advantage. At 
length, a demand was made' by the shipping in the 
bay of CheSapeak, to the inhabitants of the' towp 
of Norfolk, for provisions and other u^ual supplies; 
which being peremptorily refused, a heavy cannonade 
was commenced, and in a few hours the whole town, 
containing 8000 inhabitants, and one of the most 
flourishing in the Colony, was reduced to ashes. This 
event took place on the first of January, 1776, and 
the loss was estimated at above 200,600/; In the 
adjacent country of Maryland, Governor Eden’s mo- 
deration, though it could not ultimately prevent 
revolt, served to delay tho^e fatal extremities ; and,, 
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when the Briti.sh g'overnment was entirely super- 
seded, he retired from the province, carrying with him 
the esteem of a very numerous party. In the Cara- 
linaLS, Lord William Campbell and Governor Martin, 
adopting the more vigorous but unsuccessful policy 
of Lord Dunmore, was also compelled to withdraw 
for safety on board the King’s ships, lying off the 
coast. In Pennsylvania a military association was 
established, throughout the province ; and a similar 
spirit, indicating itself in ditferent modes, pdVvaded 
all the other colonies, where the articles of proposed 
confederation aiiiT perpetual union, published in the 
summer by the congress, were approved, though not 
formally ratified till the year after, and where the 
resolutions of that assembly had, in the mean time, 
the full force and efficacy of laws. 

During these proceedings on the other side of the 
Atlantic, no little agitation prevailed in the mother 
country. The public opinion began to be very much 
divided on the expediency and final effects of coer- 
cive measures, against which a loud clamour was 
raised both by the friends of the opposition, and by 
several mercantile bodies. The city of London in 
particular, impelled by the spirit which had so long 
existed, as well as by apprehensions of a decline of 
trade, had, in the latter end of February, petition- 
ed Parliament against the bills relating to America, 
and in the beginning of April presented a remon- 
strance to the throne on the same subject, which, 
being chiefly drawn up by the sugge.stions of Wilkes, 
then lord-mayor, surpassed all the former remon- 
strances, however disrespectful, in the violence of its 
language and sentiments. The King, in his answer, 
expressed the utmost astonishment to fiml, any of his 
subjects capable of encouraging the rebellious dispo- 
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sition which unhappily existed in some of the colo- 
nies, and said, that, having^ entire confidence in the 
wisdom of his Parliament, the great council of the 
nation, he should steadily pursue those measures 
which they had recommended for the support of the 
constitutional rights of Great Britain, and the pro- 
tection of the commercial interests of his kingdoms. 
In a few days after, Wilkes received a letter from 
the lord chamberlain, acquainting him, as chief ma- 
of' fhe city of London, that his Majesty 
Wnuld not receive on the throne any address, remon- 
strance, or petition of the lord-mayor and aldermen, 
but in their corporate capacity. Wilkes laid this 
letter, ans well as the King’s answer to the remon- 
strance, before the Midsummer meeting of the citi- 
tens for the election of their annual officers ; and did 
not neglect to accompany the information with some 
comments in his usual style. Several resolutions 
were then agreed to, in one of which it was declared 
that the advisers of such a message were enemies to 
the right of the subject to petition the throne ; and 
that the advice was calculated to intercept the com- 
plaints of the people to their sovereign, to prevent a 
redress of grievances, and alienate the minds of Eng- 
lishmen from the Hanoverian succession. Another 
remonstrance was also concurred in, fully equalling the 
last ih its strongest parts, and desiring his Majesty 
to consider what must be the situation of his people 
here, who had nothing now to expect from America 
but gazettes of blood, and mutual lists of their 
slaughtered fellow subjects. It was farther resolved, 
that this address should not be presented, unless 
received on the throne ; but the King, who had noti- 
fied his pleasure to receive it at the levee, being told 
of the resolution of the common-hall, replied, “ t am 
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ever rendy to receive addresses and petitions; but 
1 am the judge where.” The common-hall, at a 
subsequent meeting, resolved, that the King was 
bound to hear the petitions of his people ;—that it 
was the undoubted right of the subject to be heard, 
and not a matter of grace and favour; — that the late 
answer was a direct denial of that right; — and that 
the adviser, directly or indirectly, of the refusal, was 
equally an enemy to the happiness and security of 
the King, and to the peace and liberties of the 

Among other resolutions of the common-hall at 
the Midsummer meeting, public thanks were ordered 
to be given to the Earl of Effingham, " for having, 
consistently with the principles of a true Englishman, 
refused to draw that sword, which had been employed 
to the honour of his country, against the lives and 
liberties of his fellow subjects in America.” The 
circumstances preceding this occurrence were these : 
His lordship’s inclination had led him when a youth 
into the army ; but the peace of 1763 having happily 
left him without employment at home, upon the 
breaking out of the war between the Turks and 
Russians, he entered as a volunteer in the service 
of the latter. Since his return, he joined his parlia- 
mentary friends in their opposition to the acts passed 
for securing the obedience of the colonies ; and find- 
ing that the regiment to which he belonged was 
intended for the American service, he thoOght it 
would appear inconsistent in him to enforce measures, 
in his military character, which he had condemned 
in his legislative capacity, A resignation on these 
principles would no doubt arise from the purest motives, 
but his letter on the subject to the secretary at war 
was Strongly tinctured with party spirit, and concluded 
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with a request that, os he waved the advantage 
which custom entitled him to, of selling his commis- 
sion, he might be allowed to retain his rank; a 
request which was quite unreasonable, as military 
rank necessarily implies a willingness to perform 
military service, whenever the superior authorities 
of King and Parliament decide in favour of war. 
And though the earl’s courage and ambition were 
undisputed, every coward might avail himself of the 
same excuse, to desert his post in the hour of danger. 
The Earl of Chatham’s eldest son, an ensign in the 
forty-seventh regiment, which was ordered to, Boston, 
and James Wilson, Esq. a member of the opposition 
^n the Irish House of Commons, and captain of 
marine.s, were the only conspicuous cliaracters that 
resigned, the one in obedience to his father, and the 
other from an adherence to political opinions : but 
they did not solicit the retaining of their rank, 
though the latter of them in particular had much 
stronger claims than Lord Effingham, having raised 
1G0 men on his own estate in the yeaa* 1760, and 
having distinguished himself in the actual service of 
his country during the remainder of the war. 

These .few resignations in the army could give no 
uneasiness to any government; but ministry had at 
thi.s time strong reasons to apprehend a defection in 
the cabinet. During the summer recess, the Duke 
of Grafton, who had been for some years at the head 
of the treasury board, and now held the office of 
privy seal, wrote a letter to Lord North, expressing, 
among other points, his firm opinion that some effec- 
tual means ought to be adopted for the purpose of 
terminating the unfortunate difference’s with America, 
aqd suggesting one method by which he thought 
intercourse and negociation might commence, under 
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the offer of a truce to tb^ revolted colonies, sanctioned 
by an address of both Houses to the Kin^, on various 
motives of policy, affection, and humanity. He renew-^ 
ed the same observations in a still more earnest and de- 
cisive manner after the arrival of Mr.: Penn with the 
petition from congress, the plausible language of which 
induced Kis grace to believe in the sincerity of their pa- 
cific and loyal professions. The petition was delivered 
by Mr. Penn and Mr. Lee, on the Ist of: September, 
to Lord Dartmouth, who said, no answer would be 
given. The duke urged this circumstance as a new 
argument in favour of the step be had before recom- 
mended, observing that, if deputies :from congress 
could not be formally acknowledged by the King, 
there was the greater necessity for adopting some 
other expedient, by which the wishes and expecta- 
tions. of his Majesty’s American subjects might be 
stated and properly considered, as a want of inter- 
course must remain an insuperable bar to accommo- 
dation. When he found that he could not gain over 
any one of the cabinet to his way of thinking on this 
subject, he requested an audience of the King, in 
which he explained at full, length the reasons why 
he could no longer take any part in the administra- 
tion of affairs. The King endeavoured to demon- 
strate to his grace the justice, policy,. and necessity 
of the measures now pursued ; but not being able to 
effect the conviction he wished, bis Majesty expressed 
bis regret at parting with so experienced and faithful 
a servant. The duke’s intentions were not publicly 
known till after the meeting of Parliament, when, 
to thn nstonishment of every one, even of those whom 
he had quitted, he declaimed against the whole system 
of their late proceedings, with a degree of violence 
equal to that which he himself had condemned in 
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Lord Chatham, whose invectives he considered as 
the effects of a distempered mind brooding' over its 
own discontent.” 

For some time before the duke came to an open 
ruptiire with his colleagues, and while he was endea- 
vouring to persuade them that the sentiments of the 
congress were very popular in England, addresses 
poured in from many parts of the kingdom, con- 
demning the conduct of the Americans, approving 
of the acts of government, and recommending a per- 
severance in the same measures, until the colonies 
should be brought to a full sense of their errors and 
their duty. The number of addresses on the other 
hand was comparatively small, and came chiefly from 
mercantile communities, whose private' interests were 
likely to be materially injured by the American war. 
This was the case not only of those who carried on 
a direct trade to the colonies on the continent, but 
-also to the West India islands, which used to receive 
from North America the principal articles necessary 
for their sustenance and support. It was therefore 
no wonder to see the merchants of Bristol, of Lan- 
caster, or of other towns in the like predicament, 
actuated by the same motives as the merchants of 
London, and deprecating what they apprehended 
would be extremely prejudicial, if not ruinous, to 
those branches of commerce in which they were 
engaged. The same may be said of persons con- 
cerned in the Newfoundland fishery, who, in conse- 
ijuence of the act passed the last session for restrain- 
ing the colonies from a share therein, had sent out, 
from England and Ireland, a greater number than 
usual of ships and men to be employed in it, and had 
sustained^ great loss and inconvenience, sufl&cient 
precautions not having been used to guard against 
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the probable effect^ of retaliation on the part of con- 
grfi!», vho prohibited the ftiipplying of t^e British 
hsheri.es with any kinds of provision. This threw 
the vrbole business upon the banks of Newfoundland 
into the utmost disorder j and mapy of the -ships, 
insteat} of being loaded with hsh, were dispatphe/d 
to procure flour and provisions wherever they were 
to be found. The dread of famine was for a, few 
days suspended by another terrible calamity. About 
700 boats, with the people belonging to them, and 
11 ships, with most of their crews, perished on 
the 11th of September, in a tempest, the fury of 
which exceeded any thing ever before experienced, 
even on that stormy coast. The inhabitants of such 
towns in England as are principally supported by the 
cod fishery, inconsiderately ascribed those disasters 
to the quarrel with America ; but the petitioners on 
this subject to Parliament very properly confined 
themselves to a representation of the inconveniences 
they suffered from the usual resources of bread, flour, 
and other necessaries, being totally interrupted by 
the unhappy dift'erences between Great Britain and 
her colonies ; and concluded with a prayer for , liberty 
to export those articles, under certain restrictions, 
from any part of the mother country where they 
could be obtained on the most reasonable terms. 

A temporary alarm had also been excited at one 
of the out-ports by the decline of another branch of 
commerce, the abolition of which has since formed 
a glorioAis monument of the liberal policy and huma- 
nity of the British legislature. The inability of pur- 
chasing ami providing for negroes at this juncture in 
the West India islands, the loss of the America^ 
mBirket for slaves, and the impediments caused by 
the proclamations of council against the exportation 
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of arms and ammunition, had, all together, nearly 
extinguished the African trade. This was more 
particularly felt at Liverpool, which had possessed a 
much greater part of that horrid traffic than any 
other' port in the kingdom. As the Guinea ships 
arrived, they were laid up, in an uncertainty of their 
future destination, and their crews paid off. Those 
in ‘like manner belonging to the Greenland ships, 
upon their return in July and the beginning of Au- 
gust, were as usual discharged ; so that the number 
of> seamen out of employ in that town was said to 
amount to above 2000. In this situation, the seamen 
complained that an attempt was made by the mer- 
chants to lower their wages; upon which they cut 
the rigging of some ships to pieces, attacked some 
houses, and committed other acts of outrage. They, 
however, dispersed again, and all became quiet; but 
the seizing a number of them, and sending them to 
prison, re-kindled the flame with greater violence. 
The sailors immediately assembled ; procured not 
only fire-arms, but cannon ; and were preparing to 
storm the prison, w'hen its safety was purchased by 
the enlargement of their companions. But their 
rage was now too high to be appeased by concession, 
and they not only proceeded to destroy' the houses 
of obnoxiou.s persons, but at length marched in a 
body to demolish the Exchange. This danger was 
foreseen, or probably announced by themselves, a 
considerable time before the attempt, so that the 
Exchange was shut up, barricaded, and well garri- 
soned by the merchants and townsmen. The sailors, 
however, made several confused attacks in the even- 
ing of the 29th of August ; nor did they discontinue 
their efforts during the whole night and part of the 
ensuing fnorning, though several of them, through 
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intoxication and their ung'uarded exposure of them- 
selves to the fire of the defendants, were killed ami 
wounded. The arrival of a detachment of light horse 
at length put an end to the tumult. It was ^ared by 
the timid, and hoped by the turbulent, that this would 
prove only a prelude to other disorders; bqt the affair 
was accidental, and sufficient employment for the sea- 
men was soon found, either in the King’s service, or 
in other maritime adventures. 

An extraordinary report of a conspiracy for seizing' 
the King’s person, and 4;onveying him out of the 
kingdom, was raised by an adjutant in the guards, 
named Francis Richardson, a native of America, 
who charged a countryman of his, Stephen Sayre, 
Esq. then a banker in London, with this intention. 
The means, indeed, seemed very inadequate to the 
end proposed; but as the folly of an attempt did 
not prove the impossibility of its being made. Lord 
Rochfoi'd thought it his duty to issue an order for 
taking the accused person into custody, and for seiz- 
ing his papers. After the information was read to 
Mr. Sayre, he replied to the whole with- great firm- 
ness : he acknowledged that he had expressed himself 
very freely concerning the unhappy and destructive 
contest pending in America, and that he had said, 
“ he feared there was not spirit enough in this coun- 
try to bring about a total change of men and mea- 
sures but that as to any plan or intention of seizing 
the person of the King, or any expression which 
could be construed into 'such intention, he totally anti 
utterly denied. He was proceeding to comment on 
the dangerous disposition of persons high in ofilice to 
encour,age informers, when his attorney arrived, and 
advised his client not to answer any interrogatories, 
nor to sign any papeP. liord Rochford, who ought 
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certainly to have accepted suflficieiit bail fbr bis 
future Appearance, Was hUrHed by his zeal to co'rilfrtit 
'Mr. Sayre close prisoner to the ToWer, whefe no 
person but his wife was permitted to visit Him. At 
the end of five days, however, an habeas corpus 
being' granted fob bringing' himbefore Lni'd Mansfield, 
he was readily' admitted to bail. No ptosecntidn on 
the part of the crown was afterwards attempted ; and 
the recognisance entered into before the lord chief 

o 

justice being consequently discharged, Mr. Sayre 
Sued the Earl of Rochford for illegal imprisonment, 
for which a jury gave him lOOOl. damages. 

The Parliament, which had been prorogued the 
26th of May, met again on tlie ‘26th of October, 
after a shorter recess and at a much earlier period 
than usual. The speech from the throng was of 
great length, and, after assigning the present situa- 
tion of America as the reason for meeting so early, 
his Majesty said, “ those who have long too success- 
fully laboured to inflame my people in America by 
gross misrepresentations, and to infuse into their 
minds a system of opinions repugnant to the true 
constitution of the colonies, and to their subordinate 
relation to Great Britain, now openly avow their 
revolt, hostility, ilnd rebellion. They have raised 
troops, and are collecting *a naval force : they have 
seized the public revenue and assumed to themselves 
legislative, executive, and judicial powers, which 
they already exercise in the most arbitrary manner 
over the persons and properties of their fellow sub- 
jects; and although many of these unhappy people 
may still retain their loyalty, and may be too wise 
itfli'to see the fatal consequence of this usurpation, and 
w4Mh to feinst it, yet the torrent of Violence has been 
j^hihg fefioDgh to cfompbl their acquiescence, till a 
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sufficient force should Appear to support them. Tbtf 
authors and promoters of this desperate conspiracy 
have, in' the condlict of it, derived j^reat advantage 
from the difference of our intentions and theirs. 
They meant only to amuse, by vag'ue expressions of 
attachment to the parent state, and the strongest 
protestations of loyalty to me, whilst they were pre- 
paring for a general revolt. On oiir part, though it 
was declared in your last session, that a rebellion 
existed within the province of the Massacluiset’s Bay, 
yet even that province we wished rather to reclaim 
than to subdue.” The speech proceeded to state, 
after alluding to the importance of the colonies to' 
Great Britain, that for the purpose of putting a 
speedy end to the contest by the most decisive 
exertions, the sea and land forces had been greatly 
augmented ; that the King had receivetl the most 
friendly offers of foreign assistance; that Gibraltar 
and Port Mahon had been garrisoned by his Majes- 
ty’s electoral troops; jind that when the unhappy 
and deluded multitude, against whom the increaise4 
force would be directed, should become sensible of 
their error, the misled would be received w'ith ten- 
derness and mercy. The debates, to which the usual 
addresses gave rise, were, of great length. Tlie 
opposition in the House of Commons had now some 
of the first orators in 1,he kingdom at their head, Mr, 
Burke and . his friends having been lately joined by 
Mr. Fox, who was “ himself a host.” Though much 
immersed in the dissipations of fashionable life, the 
blemishes of his private character were lost in tfl« 
effulgence of his genius, and the matchless poWeN 
of his eloquence. He had been dismis^d, the 
ceding year, from his seat on the treasury' beiichl . 
with circumstances, it was said, of rudeness j 
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.,inns£ be acknowledged that his opposition to Lord 
'North was sometimes acrimonious. This spirit dis- 
placed itself in his speech on the amendment moved 
Lord John Cavendish, censuring^ the rashness and 
inefficacy of the late measures, and recommending 
the consideration of other means of restoring order 
to the distracted affairs of the empire, without the 
.dangerous expedient of calling in foreign forces, or 
the mure dreadful calamity of shedding British blood 
|>y British arms. Such means were, indeed! most 
^voutly to be wished. Mr. Burke advised England 
“ no longer to appear like a porcupine, armed all 
over with acts of parliament.” Mr. Temple Lut- 
trell asserted, that the mother country, notwithstand- 
ing the false parade of her strength and resources, 
was unequal to ' the contest ; and borrowing the 
words of Sir Charles Sedley, to express his asto- 
nishment that a nation sick at heart should wear so 
florid a countenance, he asked whether it was not a 
hectic bloom, which is frequently found to accom- 
pany a radical decay of the constitution, or rather, 
some artiflcial beautifier spread over the surface of a 
cadaverous substance for popular show and delusion. 
General Conway made an apology for voting against 
the. address, and for differing from the rest of the 
King's servants with 1;^,om he was joined. He 
reprobated the coercive system with regard to Ame- 
rica, and wished to see the declaratory bill, a bill 
strenuously defended by him when secretary of state, 
now repealed, since, he said, so bad an use had been 
made of it. The independency of his spirit, in re- 
fusing 'implicitly to support every measure of govern- 
ittei^f might have done him honour; but his frequent 
Utu} TUpjd changes, from one side or party to another, 
could not be viewed without some astonishment at 
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the contrast between his firmness in the field, 
his venatility in the senate. Wilkes called thfe fil- 
ing’ of the colonists /efony, and the attenipt to malh 
them acquiesce murder. Governor Johnstone^ among 
other -points, touched on one which was enfo^ed by 
several speakers on the same side of the quOstidtl. 
They said, that the charge brought against the 
Americans, of endeavouring to amuse, by vague ex- 
pressions of attachment to the parent state, and the 
strongest protestations of loyalty to the King, whilst 
they were preparing for a general revolt, was un- 
founded,— was directly contrary to their most express 
declarations, and to what every person knew of their 
temper and disposition. The colonists, it was con- 
fidently asserted, never meant to break off tbeir con- 
nexion with the mother country, though they might 
be driven to it, and would undoubtedly prefer inde- 
pendence to slavery. These refereUces to the decla- 
rations of the congress, and the arguments drawn 
from the supposed coincidence of their sentiments 
with their language, were ably answered by the ad- 
vocates for the address, who argued that the provin- 
cial assemblies and the general congress had asserted^ 
in the most positive terms, an exclusive right tff 
legi.slation in all matters of internal policy ; had de'- 
nied the authority of Great Britain to keep a single 
soldier on the whole continent without their consent * 
and had seized all the powers of government, raising 
armies, issuing bills for their support, and engaging 
in every plan not merely of resistance or defence^ 
of hostile invasion and unjustifiable attack,' it 
very instant that they spoke of constitutional ,‘di^ 
dience,- and that their petitions breathed moderilf^. 
and peace. Was it more consistent with' vi^iadt^i'^ 
infer their intentions from their worda’thiiifiPihi'tlli^ 
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Erery attempt that could be made to softep 
tj^e colonists had been put into practice without 
«9^ect ; and in proportion as tha parent state acceded 
to tbaii' wishes, their pretensions became more over- 
beaciug^. ^n this state, and alter the steps already 
t;dtep, it was impossible to recede without the loss of 
authority and honour : no alternative, in fact, was 
left for the British nation, but to maintain its just 
sovereignty, or to givo up America for ever. The 
iplau^ in the address on which ministers were most 
pressed, was that which thanked his Majesty fur 
^pdipg a part of his electoral troops to the garrisons 
pf'^Cribraltar and Port Mahon, in order that a larger 
^ilttiber of the established forces of this kingdom 
Plight be applied to the maintenance of its authority. 
Tlie introduction of foreigners into any part of the 
3ritisb dominions, without the previous consent of 
Parliament, was so alarming to the prejudices of the 
pld Whigs and independent members, and was by 
them deemed so repugnant to the principles of the 
Bill of Rights, that no endeavours to prove the 
^^pediency or legality of the measure could give 
them satisfaction ; and Lord North, in order to secure 
their concurrence in the address, was obliged to say, 
th^t, though he had advised the measure as believing 
it right, yet as other gentlemen, for whom he had 
j^ver held the highest deference, seemed to be of 
pnotber opinion, he had no objection that the question 
should be brought in a regular and parliamentary 
Planner before tbe House. • This declaration, though 
po^ Uiadetill tlie next evening, brought back to their 
ihmal support of administration many who bad gone 
jpwpy wUhopt voting the night befpre. The result of 
Arsf duy'f<dcbate, as it wo9 call,ed, though conti- 
four o'clock the ensuing mornings 

VI 
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was th€ rejection of Lord Jcdin Cavendish’^ artihod* 
ment by a majority of 278 against 108; after whidi 
the motion for the address was carried irithout ft 
division. As the forms of the House readered it 
necessary to receive the report upon the address from 
the committee the afternoon of the second day^ the 
principal speakers had but a few hours fbr relaxation 
or repose before they again entered on the discussion, 
of the same topics. As Lord North’s concession 
satisfied most of the country gentlemen> the amend- 
ment was rejected j and the address, in its Origimd 
form, agreed to, by a niajority of 176 to 72. To 
this account of the proceedings of the Commons at 
the opening of the session, it is unnecessary to add 
any detail of the debate to which a similar address / 
and the proposal of a similar amendment gave rise 
in the House of Peers, as the arguments were snbi’ 
stantially the same, however diversified by the style 
and manner of the different speakers. The Duke of 
Grafton, who now avowed his defection from his 
colleagues, seconded the Marquis of Rockingham’s 
amendment, which was lost by a majority of 69 
against 29 ; and the address was carried by 76 to 
33. Nineteen peers signed a protest, embodying 
their objections to the address-. A few days after, 
the privy seal, which had been held by his grace, 
was given to the Earl of Dartmouth; and Lord 
George Germain was appointed secretary of state 
for the colonies. Lord Rochford. having, at the same 
time, retired from public business, the Earl of Wey* 
mouth was reinstated in ^ the office of secretary fof 
the southern department, which he had resigned in 
the year 1771. These were followed by some other 
promotions of less consequence, among which, how- 
ever, that of Lord Lyttleton to the chief ju^ijEeship 
VOL. I. 3 a 



400 HISTORX OF ENGLAND. [1775. 

in £!yre, de.serves mention. This young' nobleman, 
vhb succeeded to the title in the year 1773, had 
’ already displayed such talents as to create an expec- 
tation that the brilliancy of his genius would soon 
outshine the transmissive lustre of his father’s repu- 
tation, but he unfortunately inherited a very small 
portion of that amiable parent's moral excellencies. 
Allured by the false charms of vicious pleasure, he 
indulged without restraint in those fatal excesses 
which are equally incompatible with present esteem 
and future hope, and in a few years, sank into the 
grave, the early victim of dissipation. 

, ' The commencement of the session was occupied 
with, a variety of important topics. The legality of 
sendii^) the Hanoverian troops to Gibraltar and Port 
Mahon, Without the previous consent of Parliament, 
was discussed, in both Houses, on motions declaring 
it dangerous and unconstitutional, which were dis- 
posed of by the previous question. A bill for en- 
abling his Majesty to assemble the militia, in cases 
of rebellion in any part of the British dominions, 
was carried after much opposition ; and 28,000 sea- 
men, and 55,000 men for the land service, were 
voted, after being, also, warmly debated. A motion 
was made by Mr. Temple Lutfrell for an address to 
his Majesty, that the commissioners appointed to act 
in America, for the conciliatory purposes held out 
in the speech, should be authorized to receive pro- 
posals from any collective body, that should be found 
to convey the sentiments of one or more of the con- 
tinental colonies, suspending all inquiry into the forms 
under which they may be disposed to treat; which 
was negatived without a division. On the same day, 
November the 7th, the petition from the congress, 
among other papers, having been laid before the Lords, 
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the Duke of Richmond observed, th^t he saw Mr. Penn 
below-the bar, and moved, that he might be examined', 
in order to establish the authenticity of the petition, 
before they entered upon its contents^ After a long 
debate, the motion was rejected by a majority of 66 to 
22. The duke then moved, that Mr. Penn should be 
examined on a futile day ; and the foHbwing Friday, 
November the JOJJC was appointed for that purpose, 
when he declared his belief that the sentiments expres- 
sed in the petition were sincere, and that the congress 
were inclined to acknowledge the imperial authority 
of the mother country, though not in taxation. The 
duke then moved, “ that the petition from the conti- 
nental congress to the King was ground for a con- 
ciliation,” which was negatived by 86 against 33, 

Mr. Burke, on the 16th of November, presented 
a petition from some clothiers in Wiltshire against 
coercive measures, which he followed up by a renewal 
of his conciliatory efforts. He commenced by refer- 
ring to the ancient disputes respecting taxation in 
the reign of Edwjprd the First. The Kings of Eng- 
land had, before that time, levied taxes upon the' 
people by their own authority, which they justified 
upon the same principles and arguments as those 
now used to support the right of taxing America, 
contending that the crown, being charged with the 
public defence, must also be furnished with the means 
of providing for it ; yet one of the greatest and wisest 
of the English monarchs agreed to an absolute Surren- 
der of this claim. Jiupposing Great Britain the sove- 
reign, and America the subject, Mr. Burke made a 
renunciation of the exercise of taxation, without inter-, 
fering in the question ot right the first object of his 
bill, retaining the power of levying duties for the 
regulation of commerce, but the money to be at the dis-^ 
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^^^ 1 ^ of th« general assemblies : the coercive la\vs were 
repeal^; a general amnesty to be granted, upon 
^^noericans laying down their arms within a given 
iuio# > abd all future revenues to be free aids from the 
iubjects there as well as here. Though the bill was 
Toyeeted by 210 voices to 105, the majority against 
Mr. Burke was smaller than in any former divisions. 
Mr. Hartley had not this cbnsolation on the failure of 
Jbia second attempt, the first of bis resolutions being 
rejected by a majority of 123 against 21. 
f On the 20th of November Lord North brought in 
a bill prohibiting all trade and intercourse with the 
colonies, while in rebellion : it made their ships lawful 
prizes, and declared their property, taken on the high 
seas or in harbour, to be forfeited to the captors, being 
officers and crews of his Majesty's ships of war: 
it repealed the Boston port, the fishery, and restrain- 
jpg Ucts, their provisions, in some instances, being 
dfsOmed insufficient, and liable to interfere with the 
intended law : but, that the door of peace might yet 
be left open, the crown was authorized to appoint 
rcommissioners with power to grant pardons to indi- 
Yiduals, and to determine whether any part or the 
whole of a colony were returned to a state of obe- 
dioRce, in which case the penal restrictions were to 
cease in their favour. The opposition affirmed this 
bill tube a formal act of abdication of our government 
ever the Colonie.4 ; it was, however, carried through 
mtb Houses, and on the 23d of December, received 
Ih# royal assent, when the Lords adjourned to the 
33d of January, the Commons having done the same 
tipo days before. 
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